SACRED TROPOLOGY; 


0-2, © 


A brief View of the FiGuREs; and 
Explication of the METAPHORS, 
contained 1n Scripture. 


5 
} O HN BROWN. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Haddington, Af 


John v. 30. Search the /eriptures. d Do 
Hol. xii. 10. have uſed VILLIT OOEG, 2 the miniſtry | 
of the prophets. 


EZ DTN BUR G E: 


Printed by Jon GraAY and Gavin Aste 
Sold at their Printing-houſe in Jackſon's cloſe. 
MDCCELXVIITL 


2 
| 
b 
i 
: 


T HE 


Ir R E F A & E. 


7 E advantage of a clear, comprebenſve, and regu- 
lar view of the FIGURES, the TYPES, and the ru · 
DICTIONS of ſcripture, is obvious, By the r1&8T, we 
mark the ſurpriſing eloquence of Heaven, and diſcern al- 
moſt every form in nature, a guide to, an illuſtrator of 
inſpired truth, By the 8£ConD, awe perceive the whole 
ſuhſtance of the goſpel of Chriſt truly exhibited in an- 
cient ſhadows, perſons, and things ; in laws apparently 
carnal and trifling. In the rund, we obſerve how as» 
ſroniſhingly inſpired predidtions properly arranged, with 
the hiſtory of nations and churches, do illuſtrate each o- 
ther; and modern events, at with the evideuce of mi- 
racles, confirm our faith in the oracles of God. 

The ſubſequent MEDITATIONS relate to the FIGURES 
of ſacred writ. To avoid too peremptory parallels; to 
awaken devotion, they are caft into the preſent form. 
The EMBLEMS, whoſe fignification appeared uncertain 
or diver/ified, are repeated under different heads, To 
ſhun interfering with TYvEs, many rich EMBLEMS, 4 
of Z1ON, PRIESTS, &c, are wholly omitted, or but 
fliebtly touched. To ſhun a tireſome length, and a ſinks 
ing dulneſs, what was juſt- befare hinted on a ſimilar 
EMBLEM, ii not ſeldom paſſed over; and the hiſtory of 
EMBLEMS 7s leſt to be collected from the account of the . 
OBJECTS they repreſent ; nor on THIS is ought but hints. 
effered, and the enlargement is left to the reader's own 
meditation. What friendly indulgence is requiſite to 
pardon miftates, the peruſer muff juugr. Hes - 
it is hoped, he will remember, the eſpial of faults is 

much eqfter, work than to avgid them, 


The CONTENTS. 


BOOK 1. 


- 


guage, p. 1.—10. 


BOOK 1. 

Explication of MET:+Paors reſpecting PERSGNS,. 
viz. God, p. 10,—Chriſt, 38 — The Holy Ghoſt, 108. 
— Holy angels, 116.— Fallen angels, 118.—Men in 
general, 124,—Saints, 137,— Wicked men, 184.— 
Faithful miniſters, 209.— Falſe teachers, 223.— The 
true church, 229.—Corrupt churches, Anti- 
chriſt, 251,—Nations, Jews, Egyptians, Aſſyrians, 
Chaldeans, Perſians, Greeks, Romans, Tyrians, Sa- 
racens, Turks ; armies, families, 257. 


BOOK III. | 

Explication of METATHORVS reſpecting THINGS,. 
viz God's purpoſe and providence, 290.—Covenants 
of works and grace, 294, — Word of God, 299.— Law 
and goſpel, z08.—Goſpel-diſpenſation and ordinances, 
320.—God's favour, and gifts of change of ſtate and 
nature; juſtification, ſanctiſication, fellowſhip with 
God, 329.,—Saving grace, faith, hope, love, repent- 


ance, zeal, humility, and exerciſe of grace, 342.—Sin, | 


in its ſtate, courſe, kinds, temptations, 3 59.—Proſpe- 
rity, ſpiritual or temporal, 38 5.— Adverſity, 388.— 
Human life, 299, —Opportunities of doing good, 403, 
— Death, 406:— The reſurrection, 409.—The day of 


judgment,..411.— This world, 413.—The ſtate of glo- 


ry in heaven, 41 5.—Hell, 420. | 


21 00 62 


E RR A T A. 


Page 6. Line 36. tranſpoſe five to before a thouſand, I. 37. 


26. 20 read fi every. 31. 36. are their. 58. 30. are the. 
123. 7. enemy. 129. 27. the practice. 142. 30. needs. 145. 15» 
another arc. 146. 30. dialect of. 166. 11. with thee. 227. 3. 
connive. 230. 36. paſtors. 258. 31- no breaſts. 266. 38. by 


their. 303. 12. or promiſing. 341. 2. preſcent. 350. 28. en. 
Acc. a i 


A general view of the ricunzs of ſeripture- lan- 


Eee ANTE 
"x = % c- 1 


SACRED TROPOLOGY. 


B.Q.Q,E.L. 


Concerning the figures of ſcripture- language 


I 


in general. 


N the manner of the Faſt, the language of inſpira- 
tion abounds with the moſt ſtriking and inſtructive 
figures. In noble and candid ſimplicity; in bold al- 

luſion, not all the writings of men can vie with theſe 

| oracles of Heaven, Here, as one would expect in the 
idiom of Godhead, the principal truths are brought down 
to the weakeſt capacity, that ignorance may have nothing 


to plead for excuſe; others, chiefly, predictions, are 


often wrapped up in figures, obſcure, and hard to be un- 
derſtood: thus, till the fulfilment, the learned is forced 
to acknowledge his ignorance, and the malicious op- 
| poſer rendered incapable to ſtop the predicted event. 

Ihe figures of ſacred language are either ſimple, or 
complex. The former, without changing the native 
ſenſe of the words, embelliſh the ſtile ; enliven the re- 
2 preſentation ; or illuſtrate the ſubject: the latter, while 
they ennoble the ſtile, and illuſtrate the ſubject, do alſo 
convert the terms from their ordinary ſigniſication, to 

another connected therewith, f 
Simple figures are, 1. A "REPETITION of the ſame 
term or phraſe; whether in the ſame, or in different 
ſentences of a chapter, or ſection; as of my, Pſal. xviii, 
I,—3.; my God, Pſal. xxii.1.; my help, Pal. cxxi. 
1. 2. ;—whatſoever things are, Phil. iv. 4.; bis mercy 
endureth for ever, Pal. cxxxvi.; Lord our Lord, &c. 
Pſal. viii. 1. 9. 2. DivERSIFYING of the ſenſe, 
while the ſound is nearly retained. Thus, Walk in the 
fleſh; and war after the fleſh; agree pretty much in 
ſound, but differ vaſtly in ſenſe, 3. CAR IN the 
: A ſenſe 


2 Sacred Tropology. 


ſenſe of a term, in the ſame ſentence. Thus good, in 
Matth. xix. 16. ſignifies, firſt, what is good and uſeful, 
in a limited ſenſe; and then, what is iofinitely, and 
originally good: fruit of the vine, Matth. xxvi, 29. 
both ſigniſies natural wine, and eternal happineſs, 
4. CONFORMATION of the ſound of the terms, to the 
mournful, the joyful, the terrible, deteſtable, or ami- 
able nature of the ſubject. Thus the portion of the 
wicked is deſcribed in words ſounding forth terror, Pſal. 
xi. 5. 6. F. OuTcRies of admiration, abhorrence, 
deriſion, commendation, wiſhing, pity, joy, grief; as, 
How great is his goodneſr! Zech. ix, 17. O wretched 
man that I am! &c. Rom. vii. 24. © woman, great is 


thy faith! Matth. xv. 28; 6. CorREcTions of g 


what was juſt before aſſerted; as, Yet not 1, but Chriſi 


liveth in me, Gal. ii. 20. Yet not I, but the grace of b 


Cod, x Cor. xv. 10. 7. In promiſes, the reward; 
and eſpecially what is terrible in a threatening, com- 
plaint, or oath; is ſometimes partly surrRxESsSED: as, 
He ſhall be chief and captain, 2 Sam. v. 8. I will drive 
him out, Gen. iii. 22. Wilt thou caſt me off ? Pſal. vi. 3. 
Jet me ceaſe to exiſt, if 1 he, Pal. Ixxxix. 35. 
8. Interrupting ADDRESSES : as, of Nehemiah to God, 


Chap. iv. 4. 5.; of God, by Joel, to the Hebrews, chap. | 


it. 12. 12.; of David to the mountains of Gilboa; to 
the daughters of Iſrael; to Jonathan, 2 Sam, i. 21. 24. 


25. W. 9. INTRODUCTION of ſpeeches real or 
feioned : as, of the choſen ruler of Judah, If, iii. 7.3 8 
of their women, If. iv. 1. ; of the fir trees, and the dead, 
If, xiv, 8.9.; of hell and deſtruction, Job xxviii. 22. 
When theſe ſpeeches are wicked, they are ſometimes | 
expreſſed, not as uttered by the author, but as they 
truly meant. Thus, ſinful means of relief are called 
a covenant with hell, and agreement with death, Iſ. 
XXviii, 15, : flattering prophecies are called geceits, If. 
XXX, 10.: falſe witneſſes are called ſous of Belial, | 
1 Kings xxi. 10. 10. QUuEsT1ONs, expreſhve of ab- 
ſurdity, wonder, doubt, demonſtration, expoſtulation, 
anger, inſult, grief, negation, pity, deſire, refuſal, | 
rohibition: as, How can a man be born when he is | 

eld? John iii. 4. How excellent is thy loving-tindneſs! | 
Plial. xxxvi. 7. Shall Sarah, that is ninety _ * j 
4 ear? 
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Of the figures of ſcripture-language in general. 3 
bear? Gen. xvii, 17. IL any thing too hard for the 
Lord? Gen, xviii. 14. Ge. 11, APPEALS to theſe 
argued againſt : as, of the apoſtles to the Jewiſh rulers, 
Acts iv. 19, ; of Paul to the Galatians, chap. iii. 2. 
12. RETORT10N, or throwing back an accuſation or 
objection on the ſtarter of it, So God throws back the 
charge of injuſtice on the Jews, who charged him with 
it, Ezek. xviii.: the Syrophenician woman pleads the 
character of a dog, thrown out againſt her, as an argu- 
ment for mercy, Matth. xv. 26. 27.: to repel the que- 
{tion by what authority he ated, Jeſus poſed the inqui- 
rers, Whether the baptiſm of Fohn was from heaven, or 
of men? Matth. xxi. 23.—25. 13. PREVENTION of 
objections, by anſwering them before they are ſtarted: 
thus the objection of God's deſerting his church, is pre- 
vented, If, xlix. 14. 15. 14. An apparent YIELDING 
of what an oppoſer pleads, in order to ſhew its abſurdi- 
ty; or its inſufficiency to eſtabliſh the point in diſpute, 
So Paul grants the Jews to have great knowledge of the 
law; and a capacity to inſtruct others; in order to ſhew 
them, how their.fin in breaking the law was aggravate, 
Rom, ii. 17.—24. James grants the ungodly profeſſor, 
that he had faith; but ſhews that the devils alſo believed 
and trembled, Jam. ii. 19. 15. A$$1GNATI1ON of the 
reaſon of an action or name. Thus Paul was not aſhamed 
of the goſpel, becauſe it was the power of God for ſal- 
vation to believers; and it was ſo, becauſe therein the 
righteouſneſs of God was revealed, Rom, i. 16. 17. The 
law ſilences and condemns all men, becauſe by it is the 
knowledge of fin ; and therefore by the deeds of it, ſhall 
ns fleſh be juſtified, Rom. iii. 19. 20. No man can be 
ſaved by the law; becauſe it worketh wrath in our cor- 
rupt nature againſt God, and condemns us to his juſt 
wrath, Rom, iv. 14. 15. 16. Lively DESCRIPTIONS 
which, as it were, preſent the objects to our eyes, and 
other ſenſes: as, of Tophet, If. xxx. 33: ; of Goliah, 
I Sam, xvii. 4,—6. ; of God's compaſſion, Jer, xxxi, 20. 
Hol. xi. 7. 8. 17. DiGREs$IONS; wherein the ſpeak- 
er for a time turns aſide from his immediate ſubje&, and 
deſcants upon an object, occaſionally mentioned. Thus 
the apoſtles oft turn aſide to diſcourſe concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt : as Rev. i. 5,—8. Col. i. 14.—22. 1% 


A 2 TRANSITIONS; 
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TRANSITIONS; wherein one part of the ſentence reſpects 
what went before; and another what follows. Thus, 
Covet earne/tly the beſt gifts, reſpects what precedes z 
and. I ſhew you a more excellent way, what follows, 
1 Cor. xii. 31 19. ConTRASTS, wherein ſubjects diſ- 
ſimilar are compared, in order to mark clearly che na- 
ture, value, or unworthineſs of the one: ſo the condi- 
tion of the wicked is contraſted with that of the righ- 
teous, Plal. i. God's kindneſs and mens unfruitfulneſs 
and wickedneſs, are contraſted, Iſ. v. 1.—4. Men, and 
the Holy Ghoft, are contraſted, Acts v. 4. 20. Con- 
PARISON of things, like or unlike, in order to argue 
from the one to the other. Thus Chrilt argues from 


the lefier to the greater, Matth. vi, 30. and vii. 11.3 


and that God is to be feared rather than men, Matth, 
x. 28. 21. INDUCTION; wherein compound things are 
repreſented in their various parts. And here, there is 
generally an aſcending, as to the, object, or the lan- 
guage. Thus the deſolation of a country is deſcribed 
from the caſe of the fields, the inhabitants, people, 
prieſt, ſervant, maſter, ſeller, buyer, &c. If. xxiv, 1.—3, 
God's juſt judgment is repreſented in his rewarding 


the righteous, and puniſhing the wicked, Rom. ii. 6.—9. 


The reſurrection is deſcribed, as partly to happi- 
neſs, and partly to damnation, John v. 28. 29. Chriſt's 
ſtate is deſcribed, from the debaſed and exalted cir- 
cumſtances thereof, Phil. i. 6.—10. Thus the fin, or 
the judgment of men, is often deſcribed in a variety of 
Particulars, Ezek. xxii, and xxiii. 22. CRowDiNnG of 
various qualities or things into one ſentence: as, of ſa- 
crifices, rams, bullocks, lambs, he- goats, vain obla- 
tions, new moans, Sabbaths, aſſemblies, If. i. 11. 13. 
14.; of foreknowledge, predeſtination, calling, juſtifi- 
cation, glorification, Rom. viii. 29. 30. 23. Redoubled 
REPRESENTATIONS; wherein objects are repreſented, 
Grit more obſcurely, and then more plainly ; as, Hear 
the right ; attend to my cry ; give ear ts my prayer, Pſal. 
Xvii. 1.3 water, and the Spirit, John iii. 5. Thy ſilver 
is become drojs; thy wine is mixt with water; thy 
princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves, Iſ. i. 
22. 23. 24. CIRCUMLOCUT1ONS; wherein for mo- 


deſty, or to ſweeten or heighten the language, the 
| proper 
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of the flgures of ſcripture language in general. 5 
proper name of an object is avoided, and an indirect de- 
feription given in its ſtead, So a chamber. pot is called 
a veſſel wherein there is no pleaſure, Jer. xxii. 28. Urine 
is called the waters of the feet, 2 Kings xvii. 27, Heb. 
Death is called the king of terrors, Job'xvili. 14. 25. 
REFERENCES; wherein the words, or ſenſe of another 
ſpeaker, or writer, are quoted, or alluded to; Here 
the words are ſometimes quoted in a ſenſe: they did not 
originally ſeem to bear; and ſometimes the terms or the 
ſenſe of divers paſſages are conjunctly quoted into one. 
— Quotations or alluſions abound in the New Teſtament, 
Matth. i. 23, and xxi. 4, 5+ Acts vii. 43. Gc. Oc. 


Complex figures are, metonymy; ſynecdoche ; meioſis; 
hyperbole; irony; metaphor. 

By METONYMY, the name of one object is given to 
another, becauſe of ſome connection, not ſimilitude, be- 
twixt them. Thus, 1. The name of the matter, the au- 
thor, the cauſe, or inſtrument; is given to what is proj 
duced from, or by it: or the name of the effèct is given 
to the author, cauſe, or inſtrument, Thus the wood in 
the houſes and furniture of Jeruſalem is called a foreſt, 
Jer. xxi. 14.3 the temple, for its plenty of Cedar - wood 
that grew in Lebanon, is called Lebanon, Zech. xi, 1.5” 
a heavenly frame is called the Spirit, Rev: i. 10.; the 
name of a father, as of Jacob, Moab, Cc. is given to 
his poſterity, II. xliii. 22.3 a teſtimony is called the- 
mouth, Deut. xvii, 6.; ſpeech is called the tongue, 
Prov: xxv. 15.; the benefits God beſtows are called his 
love, 1 John iii. 1. Contrarrwiſe; Chriſt is called alva 
tion, becauſe the author of it, Gen, xlix. 18.; Eſau 
taking Canaanitiſh wives is called a grie/ i. e. a cauſe 
of grief, Gen. xxvi. 35. ; the goſpel is called he power 
of Cod, i. e. the inſtrument of exerting it; Rom, i. 16. 
victory over the world is called faith; as faith obtains it, 
1 John v. 4: ; the tranſgreſſton of Iſrael is called *Sama-- 
ria; and the high places of Judah, Feruſalem; becauſe - 
theſe cities chiefly promoted wickedneſs: and--idolatry, , 
Mic, i. 5.3 wiſdom and knowledge are called ability, 
becauſe they are the means of it, If. xxxiii. 6. 2. The 
name of a ſubje& is given to its adjunct; and of an ad- 
junct to its ſubject. Thus a city, a country, the earth, 
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the world, is put. for the inhabitants thereof, Jer. iv, 


29. Gen. vi. 11.; a cup, for what is contained in it, 
1 Cor. xi. 25. This cup, &c. Pſal. xxiii. 4.; a neſt for 
the pullets in it, Deut. xxxii. 11.; the heart, for ths 
deſires, or other things, contained in it, Pſal. Ixii. 8, 
Pour out your hearts. The name of a poſſeſſor, is given 


to what is poſſeſſed; ſo Chriſt's people are called him- 


ſelf, Matth. xxv. 31. 1 Cor. xii. 12.3 ſo the Lord, 
1. e. what offerings belonged to him, is called Levi's 
inheritance, Deut. x. 9, The name of the thing ſigni - 
fied is given to the ſign; ſo the wine in the Lord's ſup- 
per is called Chri/?'s blood, or the New Teftament in it, 
Matth. xxvi. 26.; and of the ſign to the thing fignified ; 
the ſovereign rule is called a ſceptre, Gen. xlix. 10. The 
name of the quality is given to its ſubje@; ſo a ſcarlet 
and crimſon coloured thing is called ſcarlet and crimſon, 
If, i. 18, The name of what is contained, is given to 
What contains it; ſo fields are called the upper and nether 


| ſprings, Joſh. xv. 19. 3. Names are put for the perſon 


or things named; ſo the name of Chriſt, or of God, oft 
ſignifies preciſely Chriff, or God himſelf, Acts iv. 12. 
Deut. xxviii. 58. 4. Perſons and things are named ac- 
cording to appearance, not reality : ſo angels are called 
men, Gen, %viii. ; Satan is called Samuel, 1 Sam. xxviii. 
14.—20.; error is called a goſpel, Gal. i. 6. 

By SYNECDOCHE, 1. More univerſal terms are put 
for ſuch as are more reſtricted: as aLL, for many; for 
all kinds; for the greater or better part, Matth. iii. 5. 
and xix. 28.; the world, for the Roman empire, the 
Gentiles, the wicked, the Antichriſtians, -Luke ii. 1. 
1 John ii. 2. and v. 18. Rev. xi. 8.; every creature, 
for men, Mark xvi. 15. ; or the plural number for the ſin- 
gular, as children for child, Gen. xxi. 7. 2. More re- 
ſtricted terms are put for ſuch as are more extenſive: as, 
ene for all of the kind, Pſal. i. 1; yeſterday, for time 
paſt, Heb. xiii, 8.; a limited number, as rice, ſeven 
times, five, for frequently, 2 Cor. xii. 8, Pal. cxix, 
164.; a thouſand for an uncertain number, If, xxx. 17. 
3. A whole perſon, thing, place, or time, is put for 
an adjun or part of it So Chriſt is ſaid to die; to be 
buried; when only his body died, and was buried, 
John xix. 42. and ii. 13; world is put for Canaan, 
| h Rom, 
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W Rom. iv. 13. ;. north, for Caldea, Jer. i; 13.3 for ever, 
for a long time, Dan. ii. 4. 4. A part of a perſon, thing, 


place, or time, is put for the whole of it. So ſoul; de- 
note human perſons, Acts ii. 41.3 reſurrection is put 
for Chriſt's whole appearance in our nature, Acts i. 22.3 


; | hour for a period of time, John iv. 23. 


By ME10$18, a great deal leſs is expreſſed, than is really 
ſignified, Thus, in the negative precepts, much more is 
intended, than is literally expreſſed, Exod. xx. 3.—17. 

By uvTERBOTE, things are repreſented, as far more 
inſigaificant, great, glorious, or numerous, than they 
really are. So the Hebrew ſpies are repreſented as graſi- 
hoppers, Numb. xiii. 33.; the top of a tower or wall is 
ſaid to reach to heaven, Gen. Xi, 4.; the hiſtories of all 
Chriſt's works could not be contained, rather peruſed, 
by the world, John xxi, 25.; the Iſraelites arte repre- 
ſented as in number /ike to the ſand on the ſea ſhore, or 
duft of the earth, Gen. xiii. 16.: ſo contentions are 
called wars, Jam. iv, 1.; plenty of milk, honey, and but- 
ter, or oil, is repreſented as rivers of it, Job xxix. 6. ; 
Saul and Jonathan are repreſented as /awi/ter than eagles, 
and ftronger than lions. The terms of this figure muſt 
always be underſtood with due limitation, 

By 1KRONY, the terms are uttered with fuch an air, 
or other circumſtance, as makes them bear a ſignifica- 
tion quite contrary to their common one: as, Let them, 
the falſe gods, riſe up and help you, Deut. xx xii. 38. 
Bleſs God, and die, Job ii. 12. Rejoice, © young man, 
&c, Eccl. xi. 9. Sleep on now, &c. Matth, xxvi. 45. 
Cry aloud; for he is a God, &c. 1 Kings xviii. 27. Go 
wp and proſper; for the Lord, &c. 1 Kings xxii. 15. 
When the irony is extremely ſharp and reproachful, it 
is called a ſarcaſm, as a goodly price, &c. Zech. xi. 13.5 
How glorious was the king of Iſrael to-day! 1 Sam. vi. 
20. He truſted in God, Pſal. xxii. 8. 

By METAPHOR, the names, qualities, and actions, 
proper to ſome perſons or things, are aſcribed to other 
perſons or things; becauſe of ſome likeneſs between 
them, Theſe of rational beings, are aſcribed to other 
ratioral beings ; ſo Satan is galled a God; miniſters an- 
gelr, &c, Theſe of inanimate things, to other inani- 
mate things; io God's purpoſe or goſpel is called a Hun- 

| | dation, 
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dation, &c, Theſe of living creatures, to things with» 
out life: ſo the creation is ſaid te groan, to travail, to 
will, &c. Theſe of things without life, to ſuch as have 
it: ſo Chriſt is called a way, a door, the truth, &c. 
— That by comparing the volumes of nature with the 
oracles of God, we may be alway, and every where, 


ſurrounded with ſpiritual monitors, no figure is more 
frequent than this: nor is there almoſt any thing in na- 


ture, from whence it is not drawn. Particularly, 1. 


From rational beings : as God, holy angels, devils, chief- 


ly from men; in their PARTS, ſoul, body, fleſh, blood, 
bones, head, face, eyes, ears, noſe, mouth, cheeks, 
loeks, hair, neck, ſhoulder, back, belly, hands, loint, 
bowels, navel, boſom, knees, legs, feet; in their REL A- 
TIONS, marriage, husband, ſpouſe, men, women, vir- 
gins, young men, fathers, mothers, ſons, daughters, . 
ebildren, babes, widows, maſters, ſervants, kings, 


Judges, captains, ſubjechs, ſoldiers, army, ſhepherds, 


teachers, merchants, Canaanites, Arabians, Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Babylon, Egypt; in their aDjuxCTs, /i/+,. 
health, ſtrength, beauty, wound, fickneſs, leanneſs, 
lameneſs, blindneſs, plague, conſumption; death, buriaf;. 
and in their SENSATTONS of ſeeing, hearing, ſmelling, 
taſting, feeling, hunger, thirſt ; with their RELAT1ves, 


X comely green, red, white, black, ugly, feet, bitter, 


toathſome, hard, ſoft; in their acT1ions, eat, drink, 
ftay. ſtand, walk, run, gird, care, fight, ſteal, rob, 
beget, &c, 2. From BEASHs, fowls, birds, eaglet, 


, pelicans, owls, doves, hens, ſparrows, flies, bees, lo- 


cid, graſihoppers, lions, unicorns; leopards, bears, 
boars, *wolves, foxes, binds, harts, roes, goats, kids, 
Hor ſe, bullocks, line, heifers, aſſes, wild-afſes, drome» 


dariesr, dogs, ſavine, ſheep, rams. lambs, dragons, ſer- 


pents, aſps, wipers, ſcorpiont, worms, ſpiders, fiſher; 


with their Ab) ux cs, fail, horns, teeth; wings, ſcales, . 
filing, fat, milk; and acTionsto bite, fling, ſwallow, . 
tear, fly, &c. 3. From things celeſtial, heaven, firmas» 
ment, light; ſun, moon; lars, clouds, vapour, ſhadow, 
darkneſs, rain, dew, wind, hail, ſnow, thunder, tem- 
peſt, lightening, rainbow, &c. 4. From fire, flame, . 


coal, brand, fewel, furnace, ſmoke, light, heat, burn- 
ing. 5. From liquid ſubſtances, water, ſea, fountain, 
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rivers, ſtreams. brooks, cifterns, channels, banks. flows 
ing. overflowing, breaking out, dropping, ſwelling, bo- 
ney. wine, oil, &c, 6. From -thiogs earthly, duſt, 
ſand, mountains, hills, Carmel, Lebanon, Sharon, Ba- 
ſhan earth, rocks, dens, deeps, pits, valleys, fields, 
gardens, ways, deſerts, dirt, dung, ſtones, gold, filver, 
braſs, iron, tin, lead, carbuncles, agates, adamants, 
fardine, ſapphire, jaſper, emerald, jewels, nitre, brim- 
tone, ſalt, pearl, woods, trees, cedars, firs, oaks, 
tyles, Shittahs, palms, apple-trees. pomegranates, r- 
tles, olives, vines, thorns, briers, flowers, myrrh, 
camphire, ſpikenard, cinnamon, lilies, wormwood, net» 
tles, graſs, corn, ſeed, root, leaves, branches, buds, 
plants, fruit, mandrakes, apples, grapes, wheat, bar» 
ley, chaff, plowing, ſowing, planting, reaping, threſh» 


ing. winnowing, ſifting, grinding, harveſt, vintage, 


grape-treading, leaven, bread, earthquake, &c. 7. 
From human accommodations and utenſils, kingdom, na- 
tion, country, city, houſe, chamber, foundation, wall, 
pillar, corner, window, gate, door, bed, bar, beam, 
rafter, gallery, fort, priſon, grave, food, ſeaſt, ſupper, 
morſel, table, veſſel, cover, garment, girdle, yoke, bond, 
cord, rope, mirror, rod, armour, ſword, ſheath, ſhield, 
ſpear, helmet, bow, arrows, quiver, flaff, chariot, 
bridle, race, prize, price, ſpoil, meaſure, balances, 
weights, ſcales, wealth, treaſure, inheritance, debt, 
wages, hand writing, teſtament, crown, ſceptre, throne, 
guard, ſhip, nail, hammer, net. 8. From duration of 
time, zear, month, week, day, night, watch of the night, 
morning, noon, evening, hour, moment. 9. From Old- 
Teſtament types and New- Teſtament inſtitutions, as from 
Adam, David, Solomon, Iſrael, prieſts, Levites, Ca- 
naan, Jeruſalem, Zion, tabernacle, temple, holy of ho- 
lies, altar, mercy-ſeat, ſacrifices, firft-fruits, circums 
cifion, ſprinkling of blood, anointing with oil, new moons, 
paſſover, feaſt of tabernacles, baptiſm, Kc. 

To underſtand metaphors, it muſt be obſerved, that 
the foundation thereof is LixENEsS between the thing 
whence the metaphor is drawn, and that to which it is 
applied. When this likeneſs is exhibited in one or a 
few expreſhons, it is a $1MPLE: metaphor. When it is 
purſued in a variety of expreſſions; or there is a con- 

tinued 
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tinued aſſemblage of metaphors, it is an ALLEGORY» 
When the reſemblance is harſh and far fetched, as to 
fee a voice, it is a CATACHREs8Is. When it is couched 
in a ſhort ſaying, obſcure and ambiguous, it is called a 
RIDDLE. When it is couched in a ſhort ſaying com- 
monly uſed, it is termed a PROVERB. When the me- 
taphoric repreſentation is delivered in form of a hiſtory, 


It is a PARABLE, 2, Becauſe every thing has various 
qualities and operations; one thing may be the meta- 


phoric emblem of perſons or things different, or contra- 


ry: ſoa L1ow is the emblem of God, of Chriſt, of Sa- 


tan, of men, good and bad. 3. The difference between 
the emblem, and the object of the metaphor ; that is, 
between that whence the metaphor is drawn, and that 
which it exhibits, renders it impoſſible, for any meta- 
phor fully to repreſent its object; and abſurd to expect, 
an univerſal ſimilitude betwixt the emblem and the ob- 
ject ſnould ever be found. 4. Hence it follows, that 
to ſqueeze metaphors, by running the paralel further 
than truth and decency, with reſpect to the emblem and 
object, will admit, is not to illuſtrate, but to diſcredit 
and darken the myſteries of God. 5. Nay, in the ſacred 
metaphors, one particular is generally the principal 
thing, thereby exhibited. Tuis, by the attentive read- 
er or preacher, ſhould, from the circumſtances of the 


text and context, be eſpecially enquired after, and con- 
fidered, | 


BOOK II. 
Of metaphors repreſenting perſons. 


CHAP. 1. 


Of metaphors reſpecting God. 
», OD is compared to a MAN, becauſe of his wife 
J dom and prudence; his manifold excellency ; 


his extenſive ſovereignty ; his dominion over, and tender 
affection towards his creatures. Things reſpecting _ 
| | a | 


1 
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almoſt innumerable, are divinely conſtitute the emblems 
of his perfections and works. He is called the #zap of 
Chriſt; to him, as man and Mediator, he is the un- 
doubted ſuperior ; and it is his to ſupport, rule, and di- 
rect him, as ſuch (a). His oountenance and face, when 


5 | repreſented as /ef againſt any, denote the manifeſtation 


of his indignation and wrath (3). In other circum- 


ſtances, they ſignify the diſcovery of his glory, his fa- 


vour, and grace (c). Commonly his eyes import his 


4% knowledge; his care; his favour, and regard; but ſome- 


times the diſplay of his wrath (4). His ears denote 
his perfect knowledge; his exact obſervation, and fa- 
vourable regard (e). His neftrils and noſe ſignify bis 
anger, his approbation, and his exact judgment (/). 
His mouth and lips denote his will; his authority; his 
word; his command; his wrath (g). His back im- 
ports his anger and diſregard (5). His back-parts de- 
note diſcoveries of his glory and goodneſs; but ſuch as 
are ſcanty and obſcure, in reſpe& of our immediate vi- 
ſion of him, face ts face, in heaven (i). His arms, his 
hands, his fingers, denote his almighty power madviifeſted 
in acts of ſovereignty, juſtice, bounty, and grace (4). 
His right hand imports a ſignal diſplay of his almighty 
power, his love, mercy, or wrath (/), But, as relatin 

to the exalted ſtation of Chriſt, it imports the higheſt 
power, authority, glory, dignity (). The hollow of 
his hand, denotes his eaſy comprehenſion, protection, 
and ſupport of all things (2). His /oul is his nature, 
his holineſs, and love (o). His heart is his eſſence; 
his will; purpoſe ; pleaſure; and grace (). His bowels 
are his molt ardent love; his tender mercy; and un- 
bounded compaſhon (g). His be imports ſecrecy ; 


(-) 1 Cor. xi. 3- John xiv. 28. (4) Pal. Ixviii. . Ezek. 
K1v. 8. (c) Dan. 1x. 17. (4) Heb. iv. 13. Deut. xi. 12. 
Pal. xxxii 8. and xvii. 8. Amos ix. 4 If. iii. 8. (% James 
v. 4 Pal. x. 17. and cxxm- 2. (/) Pfal. xviii. 8. If. lev. 5. 
Deut. viii. 3. If. xi. 3- and «xx. 27. ( Jer. xviii. 17. 
II xxxvill. 17. * (7) Exod. xxxiii. 23. (0 Jer. xxxIi. 17. 
Exod. xv. 16 Pal. xxxi. 6. (/) Pſal. xx. 6. Song li. 5. 
Exod. xv. 6. ( Pal. cx. f. 5. (n) If. xl. 12. Prov. 
xxx. 4 (e) Lev. xxvi. 11. Jer. xxxii 39. 40. 2 Gen. 
Vi. 6, and vii 21. Jer. xix. 5. and xxxil. 41. (9) If Ix iii. 15. 
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ſafety; eminent nearneſs; amazing intimacy; and en- 
ſ deared love (a). His et are the leſs glorious mani- 

; feſtations of his preſence; the exerciſe of his power and 
[ providence, for the relief of his people, and overthrow 
| of his enemies (h). | 

1 His joy imports his divine pleaſure; approbation; and 
| delight (c). His hatred, anger, wrath, fury, denote 
{ his fixed, high, and holy diſpleaſure with fin, and finners; © 
and his awful diſplay thereof, in his righteous judg- 
ments (d). His ſadneſs and grief import, his juſt diſpleaſure 
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and righteous withdrawment of favour (e). His grief 
for the miſery of his people, denotes his tender mercy; 
his infinite compaſſion toward them (/). His repent- 
ance imports the changing, not of his mind and purpoſe, 


but of the courſe of his providential work (g). His 
Jealouſy denotes his diſtruſt of his creatures; his ten- 
der regard to his honour ; his love to his people, and his 
indignation againſt his enemies (4), His knowledge im- 
ports his clear view of all things; his diſcovery of ſecrets; 
his approbation and love (). His thoughts are his 
purpoſes; and his judgment concerning things (4). 

His enquiry and ſearch imports the perfection and in- 
fallibility of his knowledge ; his patient and convincing 
procedure againſt tranſgreſſors; his diſcovery of things 
that are hid (0). His remembrance denotes his ex- 
tenſive knowledge and notice; with the ſignal diſplays of 
his pity, favour, or wrath (). His remembering /in im- 
ports his puniſhing on account of it: his not remembering it, 
denotes his gracious forgiving of it (2). His forgetting 
perſons, imports his diſregarding and expoſing them to 
affliction and miſery (0. His hing tor men, denotes 
his eaſy and ſudden aſſembling, and bringing them to 
execute his judgments (). His breath or breathing 
ſignifies the exerciſe of his power in the eaſy formation 
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(s) Pal. Ixxiv. 11. John i. 18. (5) If. xvi. 1. and Ix. 13. 
Pal: Ixxiv. 3. (o) Pfal. civ. 31. Deut. xxvlit. 63. (4) Pſal. 
v. 4.—6. and vii. 10. Jer. ix. 9. ( IC Ixiii. 10. Ezek. vi. 9. 
(f) Jadg: x. 16. (g) Gen. vi. 6. 1 Sam xv. 29. 00 Exod. 
XX. 6. Tech. i. 14. 15- () John xxi 17. Matth. vil. 23. Gen. 
xxli. 12. (4) Jer. xxix. 11. If lix. 8. () Gen. iii. 9 —13. and 
iv. to. and xvill. 2t, (% Pal. cxxxvi. 23. and xxv. 2. Rev. 
xvili. J. (7) Pal. Ixxix. 8. Heb. viii. 11. (0) Pfal. xiii. 1. and 


ix. 18. (e) II. v. 26. and vii. 18. | . 
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6. ef man; in the ready deſtruction of his enemies, or de- 
E liverance of his people (a). His mocking and laughing 


at mea, denotes his pleaſure in their juſt puniſhment ; bis 


1 full ſecurity from, and diſregard of their wicked attempts 


|: againſt his intereſts ; and his contemning the prayer they 


; 2 preſent to him in their affliction (b), His crying out, 


= imports his earneſt invitation of ſinful men to accept his 


7 favours, and teturn to their duty; and his ſevere correction 


3 and puniſhment of theſe that obſtinately offend (c). His 


6 ſpeaking, ſignifies the virtue of his will; his forming a 


voice in the air; his declaring his mind to men by his 


2 Spirit, his word, or his providence (4). His rebukes 
4 imports his convincing men of (in; his correcting and 


puniſhing them for it; his reſtraining of things (e). 


2 His calling things, ſignifies his eaſy forming, exciting, and 
managing of them: his calling perſons imports his autho- . 


> ritative ſending them to an office; and earneſt inviting and 
drawing them to their duty and privilege ( /). 

= His commanding things, imports his making them do 
= whatſoever he pleaſeth (g). His being commanded by 
his people, ſignifies his ready fulfilment of his gracious 
promiſes, whenever they are pled by the prayer of faith (4). 
His hearing, his giving ear to and anſwering of prayer, 
imports his gracious regard to and acceptance of it, 
and his readily granting the beneſits therein requeſted (i). 
His ſlence to men denotes his ſovereign delay to 
comfort or relieve them (4). His ſhutting out prayer, 
and ca/ting the dung of their ſacrifices into men faces, im- 
ports his contempt and diſregard of them: and by his 
terrible judgment ſhewing himſelf greatly diſpleaſed there- 
with (/). His numbering of things, ſigniſies his exact 
X knowledge and perfect management of them; his regard 
to, or wrathful deſtruction of, them (/. His ſelling 
men, imports his apparently renouncing his favourable 
claim to them, and giving them up into the hand af their 


00 Gen. ii. 7. Ezek. xxl 31 If: xi. . () Pal. it 4 Prov. 
1. 26. (e) Prov. i. 22. It. xlii. 13. Mic. vi. 9. () Gen. i. 
3 Exod. xx. 1. Pſal. IXXXV. 8. 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. Pal. ii g. 
(-) John xvi 9. If. XVil 13. Pal. civ. 7. (J) Pſal. cv. 16. 
Rom. iv. 17. Heb. v. 4. and iii. 1. (g) If. v. 6. (5) 16 
xlv- It. ( Pal. iv. 1. aud v. t. Y Pſal. xxvili. 1. 
() Lam. 111. 8. Mal. 11. 3 (1) Pal. Ivi. 8. Dan. V. 28. 

B Enemies 


14 Sacred Tropology. 


enemies for the vindication of his holineſs, and ſatisfac* i 
tion of his juſtice (a). His /e//ing his favours denotes his 
open offer, his deliberate and gracious beſtowal of them | 
on Chriſt's account (3), His buying men, ſignifies his 
delivering them from miſery ; his bringing them into an 
outward church-ſtate of nearneſs te himſelf; his bringing 4% 
them into a new-covenant ſtate through the blood of his 
Son (c). His redeeming men, is his recovering them by 
price or by power to former felicity ; chiefly his recover | 
ing them from ſin and miſery through the price of his 
Son's blood, and the power of his holy Spirit, to ever- iN 
laſting holineſs and happineſs (4). His labour or wor- 
ing, is his almighty, his wiſe production, upholding, actua - 
ting and ruling of all things (e). His re/ting imports his 
ceaſing from his work of creation; his taking pleaſure in 
his creatures; his forbearing ſignally to interpoſe between 
contending nations (f).. His reſting in the tabernacle or 
. temple, or in Zion, imports the laſting continuance of the | 
cloud of his glory there; and the fixed continuance of 
his gracious influences and good will in the church (g). 
His wiping away mens tears denotes his removing all oc - 
caſions of grief, and filling them with comfort and joy (5). 
His wiping cut perſons or things imports his angry, 
his eaſy and ſudden deſtruQion of them from off the face 
of the earth (i). His binding angels or men, ſignifies his 
ſeverely afflicting them; his powerful reſtraint of their 
motions and work (4). His tearing men, his wounding © 
and making them ſore, imports his ſevere, ſhocking and 
painful alidting of them in ſoul or body (/). His 
binding men up, imports his kindly redreſſing their 
grievances, and healing the plagues, the griefs, the diſ- 
eaſes, of their ſoul (m). His girding men, denotes his 
fitting and preparing them for their work; his rendering 
them powerful and active therein (). His long imports | 
kis taking off reſtraints ; his conferring liberty, caſe, and 


—_— Fan ith. Py 


1 2 gp” 


eo a a. aa ae a es 


0%) Judg, ii. 14. Pal. xliv. 12. () IC. ly. r. () Deut. xxxii, | 
6. 2 Pet. ii. 1. 1 Cor. vi. 19. (% If. xIviii. 17, t Pet. i. 19. 
(e) John v. 17. () Excd. xxxi. 17. II. xix. 4 (2) Pſal, 


cxxxii. 14. ) Rev. vii. 17. % 2 Kings xxi 13. 10 
(9 Job xv. 6. () Job Wie. 0 Hoſ. yi 1. 0) Plal. 2 
rin, 35, 1 
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felicity, temporal and ſpiritual (2). But his Ie the 
bards of kings, denotes his depriving them of their power, 
their honour and authority (5). His opening his hands 
imports the ready, the free, the large, the liberal, com- 
munication of his favours and influence (c). His opening a 
door to the apoſtles, imports his giving them great opportu- 
nity to preach the goſpel with ſucceſs (4). His opening the 
deor of faith to the Geatiles, denotes his offering them 
Chriſt, and his ſalvation, in the preached goſpel; and 
giving them faith to receive the ſame (e). His opening 
the heart, imports his convincing the conſcience; his 
enlighrening the mind ; his renewing the will, and ſtirring 
up the affections, to embrace Chriſt his unſpeakable gift, in 
the word (/). His &n2cking at the door of mens heart, 
implies his inviting and commanding, them by his word, 
his alarming them by his providence, and exciting them 
by the ſtriving of his Spirit, to receive himſelf in his Son 
into their heart (g). His ho/ding one's hand, implies his 
directing, upholding, and ſucceeding him in his work (4). 
His eoncluding men in ſin, ſignifies his permitting them 
to harden themſelves in it; his ſolemn declaration of their 
being guilty of it, and by nature fixed in a ſtate of it (i). 
His /putting men up, denotes his bereaving them of their 
hberty, and laying them under fore afffiction (4). 

His trying men, imports his making a diſcovery of their 
ſtate and quality; his purging them by means of trouble 
from their corruption; his deſtroying them in his juſt 
mdignation (/), His breating men, imports his awfully 
ehaſtiſing, or wrathfully puniſhing them (n). His /i/ting 
his people, denotes his toſſing, afflicting and correcting 
them, while he wonderfully preſerves them (2). His 


Aſting the nations, fignifies his ſevere paniſhing and 


ſcattering them (o). His Having men, and making 
them Bald, imports his depriviag them of their number, 
their wealth, their glory (p). His fripping men naked, 
implies his bereaving them of their ſafety, their riches z 


(% Pal. exlvi. 2. (0) If. xlv. r. Job xii. 18. (c) Pal. exlv. 
16. (.) 1 Cor. xv. 9. () Acts xiv. 2. () Ads xvi. 
14 (O Rev. iii. 20. (5) If. xlii. 6. and xlv. 1. () Gal. 
ni. 22. Rom. xi. 32 () Job xii. 14. (/) Pſal. xvil. 3. ( 
H. xxxviii. 13.” ( Amos ix 9. () If. N. 28. Iii. 
17. and vii. 20. 
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and expoſing them to trouble, ſhame, and reproach (a). 
His blotting mens names from under heaven, imports his 
deſtroying them utterly, and cauſing their remembrance 
to ceaſe (5). His deveuring and ſwalloauing up, ſignifies 


his eaſy, his ſudden, his terrible, his utter deſtruction of 2 | 
an object (c). His pouring ont, imports the heavenly, il 
the gradual, the regular, the abundant communication of 


his ſpiritual influence, his merciful favours, or wrathful 
judgments (4). His hewing men, implies his alarming 


their conſcience, or his hardening their ſoul, and ripening F 


it for deſtruction (e). His ftretching out the line of con- 


Fuſion upon a land, imports his giving it up to defolating 
judgments, to the perplexiog of the inhabitants, and the 
putting every thing in it out of due order (/). His bear- 


ing, carrying, and upholding, implies his preſerving in 


exiltence or life; his beſtowing of refreſhful comfort; his 1 


protecting from injury, and governing, directing, and 


drawing in a right way (g). His binding up mens ſouls 


in the bundle of life with himſelf, imports his kindly 


| ſecuring and promoting their life, their health, their 


proſperity, and comfort (4). His /linging out mens 
ſouls; implies his cutting them off by a ſudden, a violent, 
a wrathful exit (i). | 


His making a way ſer his anger, ſiguiſies his providential 3 


ordering of events, to promote the execution of his righ- 


teous judgments (4). His making mountains his way, | 
and exalting his high way, imports, that, to the exaltation | 
of his gracious deſigns and methods towards his people, he 
makes ordinances. and even obſtructions, ſeblervient to 
further his work (/). His weighing the mountains in ſcales, Þ 
and comprehending the waters in a meaſure, implies his 
full knowledge; his eaſy ſupport; and management of all 
things, even the greateſt (n,. His weighing mens ſpirits, | 


imports: his comprehenſive knowledge of their ſtate, their 


frames, their qualities, and thoughts (2). His weighing |} 
mens paths and Prayer ;. his confidering their meditation; | 


(% Ezek. xxiii.. 26. (ö) Deut xi 20. c) If. XXV. 8. 
{d) Prov. i. 24 If wliv. 3—5. Pſal. Ixxix. 5. 6. () Hob Þ| 
vi. . /) If. xxziv. 11. (2) Pſal. xlvi. 4 Pſal. cxiv- 14 | 
(b) 1 Sam. xxv. 29. (7) ibid. (4) Pſal. rxviii. 30. (4) If. xl. 
11. (ws) IC XI. 12. % Prov. WM. 2. | 


implies 
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implies his moſt perfect acquaintance therewith, and his 
conſtant readineſs to render a due reward and proper an- 
ſwer thereto (a). His ſearching Jeruſalem with lighted 
candles, imports his open diſcovery and puniſhing of the 


4 | moſt ſecret ſins thereof (5). His b/otting out fin, is his 


full and final pardon thereof, through the blood of his 
Son (c). His blotting men out of his book, fignifies his caſt- 
ing off his providential care of them on earth; his cutting 
them off by death; and his manifeſting by wrathful events, 
that they were never written in his book of life (4). His 
putting men off from his hand, imports his taking them 
away by death; that their temporal life is no longer the 
object of his care or providence (e). 

His writing things in a book, denotes his perfect know- 
edge, exact remembrance, and continued, juſt regard 
to them (7). His writing: bitter things againſt one, 
ſigniſies his gradual afflifting of kim with ſevere and laſt- 
ing troubles (g). His writing his law in mens heart, and 

ſealing them with his Spirit, imports his applying his 
word by his Spirit to their heart; that they may be con- 
formed to his image and law; and comforted by his in- 
fluence (5). His writing mens names in heaven in his 
book of life ; with the living ; with the righteous, imports 
his particular and fixed choice of them with the reſt of the 
elect, to obtain everlaſting. life (i). His writing his 


name in iheir foreheads, imports his rendering them like 


him in holineſs ; and enabling them to make an open pro- 
feſhon of his truth (4): His putting their tears into his 
bottle, and marking thew in his book, imports his kind ob- 
ſervation, and careful rewarding thereof (/). His engra- 
ving of Chriſt the one corner: ſtone, implies his forming of 
bis human nature; his” furaiſhing it with all beauti- 
ful graces; and his ſevere bruiſing, and deep woundin 
him with the ſtrokes of his wrath (). His breaking: 
mens teeth, arms, or bow, imports his depriving them of- 


ability, of courage, of opportunity to oppreſs and do 


(a) If xxvi y. Pſal. v. 1. Job xxxi-6. (%) Zeph. i. 12. (c) If. zliv. 2. 
(1) Exod. xxxii. 32. Rev. xxii. 18. (e) Pfal. lxxxviii. 5. Hi ev. 
6. and xlix. 16. (g) Job xiii. 26. (5) 2 Cor. iti. 3. Jer. xxxi. 33. 
(Luke x: 20. Rev. xiii. 8. Pſal. Ixix. 28. If. iv. 3. (t) Rev. 
XM1. 12. and xv. 1. ( Pſal. Ivi. 8. 6% Zech. ith. 9. 


B 3. violence 


18 Ssnacred Tropology. 


violence to others; or defend themſelves (2). His put+ i 
ting his hook in their noſe, and bis bridle in their jaws, de- 
notes hischecking their fury, and thwarting theirprojets(5)., 
His fanning men, imports his trying. his ſcattering, and 
deſtroying them (c). His cutting of their ſpirit; ſignifies WM 


4 % 
* * 
4 2 


his taking away their wiſdom, their ſtrength, their cou- 
rage, or life (4). His ſweeping a land with the beſom of 


deſtruction, imports. his cutting off the inhabitants by Xx 
3 
overturning the buildings, and rendering it deſolate (e). 
Bis bruiſing Satan under the feet of his people, implies his 
reſtraining, his conquering, and triumphing ver him in, 
and by them (/). His bruiſing, ſmiting, ſtricting, 
| _— men, imports his Jaying heavy afflictions on f 


death, or giving them up for captivity and ſpoil; his 


His Laken up mens hands, denotes his forbidding, his 


hindering them to act (5). His ſealing, or ſewing up 
iniquity in a bag, imports his exact knowledge of it; his 
continued remembrance of it, and readineſs to revenge. | 
it (). His /ealing up his people, denotes his particular 


protection of them in danger; his confirming and marking 


them by his Spirit; his aſſuring them of his ſpecial love (4). 
His /ealing of Chriſt imports bis ſending him iato | 
the world with ſufficient authority and furniture to be the | 
Mediator, Saviour, Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his | 
church (/). His drawing men imports his freeing them | 
from trouble; his bringing them from a ſtate of fin and 
miſery ; enabling them to receive his Son; and giving 
them more and more intimate fellowſhip with himſelf (,. 
His purſuing men, his driving them away, imports his 
bringing ſudden and heavy judgments. upon them, not- 


withflanding of whatever they can do to prevent, or 
eſcape them; his quick and wrathfub bereaving them of 
their outward property, comfort, or life (2). His /etting 


4 hedge about men, denotes his favourabls protection of. | 


© (9) Pal. x. 1 and Ivii. 6. Hof i 5. ) If. xxxvil. 29. 


Matth. iii. 12. Jer. . 2. (4) PſA) biuxvies ( Af wiv. 23. 
Rom. xvi. 20. (8) If liii. 4 10. 660) Job xxxvil. > | 


Job xa 1% (0 2 Cor. i. 22. Rev. vii. 3. (7) Jobn vb | 
27. (1) Pal. xviii. 16. John vi. 44. Song i. 4 % Lam. 
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them; or his angry ſurrounding of them with manifold 


RE prievous afflictions (a). His removing the hedge implies 
bis expoſing them to danger and ruin (5). His treading 


men under his feet, imports his ſevere puniſhing of them; 


his reducing them to the loweſt plunge of miſery and 


want (c). | 
His ſeeing or /oeking to perſons or things, implies his 
exact knowledge of them; his gracious favour and ap- 
probation ; the execution of his righteous indignation (4). 
Before. bim; before his eyes; or in his fight, is o- 
penly, boldly, well known to him. Out of his fight, is 
out of his favour, deprived of the peculiar diſplays of 


his love and care; out of his peculiar land and church (e). 


His hearing denotes his fixed attention to, and exact 
knowledge of all things ; chiefly his gracious acceptance, 
and kind anſwering, of his people's prayers (/). His 
ſmelling and taſting, import his unerring judgment, and 
gracious. approbation of things (g). His touching de- 
notes his eaſy change and removal of things; his afflict 
ing of,perſons (4). His /eeping denotes his apparent in- 
differency about his cauſe and people; his delaying to 
comfort or help them (i). His awaking and riſing up, 
imply his manifeſtation of his power, mercy, and wrath, 
in favours of his people, and for the ruin of his ene- 


mies (4). His coming to men, his viſiting and meeting 


them, imports his freely granting them his comfortable pre- 
ſence, deliverance, or help; or his ſeverely puniſhing 
and affliting them (/). His going or walking with men, 


ſigniſies his pleaſure to grant his comfortable preſence, 
abide with, do good to, uphold, and defend, and direct 
them (). His walking contrary to men, imports his. 


deliberate croſling of their deſigns, and his executing his 


terrible judgments upon them (2). His ſhewing himſelf 
froward, or a wreſtler, with the froward, ſignifies his 
heaping the moſt diſagreeable and irreſiſtible troubles, 


(a) Job i. ro. Lam. iii 9. 


civ. 32. and cxliv. 5. (, Y Pal. xliv. 23. 24 Numb. x. 35. 
Pal. Ixviii 1. () Exod xx. 24 Gen. xxi. 1. Pſal. xvii. 3. 


I. xvii. 1. (7) Lev. xzxvub 12s Gem. xlvi.4 (0 Lev. 


Xvi. 24 


apon 


%) Pal. lxxx. 12. and lxxxix. - 
40. (c) Lam. i. 5.. (i) Plal- x. In andlxxxiv. 9 Numb. 
xvi. 1. e) Gen. x. 9. 2 Kings xvil. 20. Gen. iv. 16. (7 
Pal. x. 16. (g) Exod. xxix.. 18. 25. 4. Hoſ. i. 4 (ö) Pal. 
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upon them (2). His coming denon denotes his condeſcen- 
ion; his manifeſtation of his peculiar preſence on earth, 
to favour and bleſs his people; and for the puniſnment 
and deſtruction of his enemies (6). His going up ſigni · = | 
Ges the aſcent, the removal of ſome vifible token of his 1 
preſence (c). His returning to hit place, imports the 
withdrawment of his favours; and his coming out of it, 3 
denotes his beginning to diſplay his perfections, in ex- 
ecuting judgment upon his oppoſers (4). His returning 
en high, imports his open diſplay of his glorious and tre- 
Mendous excellencies and ſovereign. dominion, in helping 
and comforting his people, and in avenging himſelf of 
his adverſaries (e). His returning to men, denotes his 
mewing them his glory and grace; and beſtowing his 
favours on them after a ſignal hiding, or withdrawment 
thereof (7). His hiding himſelf, his covering himſelf | 
with a cloud; his ſan ding afar off, import his refuſing | 
to difcover his glory and grace; and denying to beſtow F 
Jenfible favours, to regard or grant mens reqyelſts, or 
to help them in a time of need (g). His riding on che- 
rubims, repreſents his majeſtic employment of angels in 
the adminiſtrations of his providence (4), His riding on 
ſuiſt clouds, imports. his awful and majeſtic ſpeed, in. 
executing his manifold, his aſtoniſhing judgments (i). 
His running, his Hing. denotes the quick, the eaſy | 
progreſs of his wrathful, or merciful providences (4). 
His paſing by iniquities, imports his forgiving them, 
and forbearing to puniſhimen.on their account (/). His 
paſſing through, or over a people or land, ſignifies his 
forbearing to afftict them, or his humbling them by lighter 
ſtrokes (m). | 1 
His ſcarebing out a land, implies his wiſe allotment: | 
of it to a people; and his preparing it for them (n). 
His ſeeting and finding of men, imports his delight in 
men; and his delivering them from their fallen ſtate; 
or from. the deeps of apoltacy, diſtance, diſtreſs (o). 
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(a) Pſal. xiii. 26. (5) If. Ixiv. 1. Gen. xi. 5. 7. (c) Gen. 
XXV. 12. (4) Hoſ. v. 15. If. xxvi. 21. (e) Pal. vii. 7. | 
Y Pal. vi. 4. 5- (g) Pal. xiii. 1. Lam. iii. 44 Pſal. x. 1. 
© Pal. xvili. 10. (7) II. xi 1. (4) , Luke xv. 20. Pſal. 
xviii. 10. (0 Mic. vii. 18. n) Amos vii. 3. and viii. 2. 
Hof. x. 11. (% Ezek. . 5. (eh John iv. 23. Pſal. cxix. 176. 
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His Heling, finding out, and viſiting iniquity, denotes 
his diſcovering it, and puniſhing men for it:(a), His 
Ending out his enemies, implies his exact knowledge of 
. MEtheir perſons and crimes; and his irreſiſtible and eaſy 
execution of his vengeance upon them (5) His finding 
Rout Chriſt, imports his iofinitely wiſe choice of him to 
be our Mediator (c). His anointing of perſons, denotes 


On his calling them to an office; or his giving them the 
no Holy Ghoſt to ſanctify, comfort, and ſtrengthen them (d). 
25 is tempting a perſon, imports his trying his obe- 
-» dience; and calling him to make a clear diſcovery of his 
* real grace (e). His /eading into temptation; his hard- 
his g. deceiving, blinding, or flcepening men, imports 
hi. | his righteous expoſure of them to ſuch things as may 
— ionocently occaſion their fin; his withholding his pre- 
ras ſerving, ſoftening, directing, and awakening influences; 
oe. and his permitting Satan, wicked men, and their own 
— luſts to entice them to ſin, and render them ſtupid and 
= =X obſtinate, miſtaken, ignorant, and eareleſs therein (/). 
Foy His being disjointed from his profeſſing people, implies 
in how very diſagreeable it is to him, to be provoked to 
„ wichdraw bis ſpecial favours from them (g). His being 
in. made to ſerve with mens fins, ſignifies that his goodneſs, 
5 his mercy, his patience, his ordinances, words, and 
25 \ works, are by them rendered occaſions to, and inſtru- 
Ty ments of iniquity (5). His being wearied with, grieved 
Kal by, and preſſed under ſin and ſinners, import his being 
156 long and ſingularly provoked by their courſe of iniquity ; 
his 25 ee ſpeedily to puniſh the guilty tranſgreſ- 
I ſors (3). | | | 
ter God's place or preſence denotes his being every where; 
" his ſpecial friendſhip, intimacy, and favour, or that part 
1) of creation, as Eden, the tabernacle, temple, heaven, 
| Sc. where ſome ſymbol of his glory is ſeen (4). His 
a. | ſeat or throne is Chriſt; his ordinances ; heaven; or 


whatever he diſplays his eſpecial preſence, majeſty, and 


| (4) Gen. xliv. 16, Exod. xx. 6. (0) Pſal. xxi. 8. ( Pſal. 
en. ix. 20. (4) Pfal. xlv. 7. 2 Cor. i. 21. (e) Gen. Xxii. 
7. Matth. vi. 13. Exod. vii. 3. Ezek. xiv. 9 Rom. 
11 s. 0 Jer. vi. 8. (5) IF. xliii. 24. (/) If. Xliii. 24. 
al, Sen. vi 6. Ames ii. 13. (0 Pſab cxxxix. 7. Pſal. xxiv. 3. 
8. Sen. iv. 16. * 
authority 
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authority in (a). His dwelling in Chriſt ; in eternity; 
in heaven; in the hearts of his people; in the temple, 
imports his abiding and delightful connection therewith ; 
and his ſhewing forth, and exerting the riches. of his 
glory and grace therein (5). His foorftool is the earth, 
where he vouchſafes but imperfe& diſplays of his excel- 
lency and brightneſs ; and where he cruſhes down and 
afflicts his adverſaries: and his tabernacle, temple, or 
ordinances; where he abides with imperfe& ſaints, and 
beftows but ſcanty views of his glory (c). His fanding 
imports his fitneſs to govern, and his readineſs to help, 
comfort, correct, or puniſh men (4). His //tting de- 
notes his ſupreme authority ; his unlimited power ; his 
ever fixed happineſs, and undifturbed repoſe (e). His 
lifting up his hand, imports his ſwearing, his giving the 
moſt folemn, firm, and evident ſecurity for a thing; his 

threatening of trouble; or his exerting his power (J). 

His /ifedenotes the eternal exiſtence, activity, and hap- 
pineſs of his nature (g). His days and years ſignify his 
everlaſting and unſucceſſive duration; with the diſtin» 
guiſhed ſeaſons of his mighty works (5). His being clothed 
with light, with majeſty, with honour, zeal, &c. im- 
ports his divine pleaſure in his conſtant and glorious diſ- 
play of his wiſdom, holineſs, power, greatneſs, autho- 
rity, righteouſneſs, kindneſs, or wrath (i). His being 
#r med denotes his full fufficiency, his perpetual readi- 
neſs to conquer and protect his people; and to puniſh 
his enemies (4), His bow, his frings, and arrows, 
his /word, his ſpear, and helmet, are his power and ju- 
ſtice, with the threatenings and inſtruments. of his ven- 
geance: or his all-conquering, and protecting love, 
promiſe, and grace (/). Wicked men are called his 
frword and hand, becauſe by them he executes his af- 


Rive deſigns (n). His buck/er and banner denote his 


%% Heb. iv. 16. Matth. v. 34. (5) 2 Cer. v. 19. If. Iii. 
15. Pal. cxv. 3. (c) IC. Ixvi. 1. Pſal. xcix. 5. (4) Pſal. 
cix. 31+ ſe) Pſal. ii. 4. and xxix. 10. (7) Deut. xxxii. 40. 
Tzek. XX. 5-6 (g) Pſal. xviii. 46. Jer. x. 10. Dan. 
vu. 9. Pal. lzxvii. 10 () Pſal. xcit. x. and civ. 1. 2. If. 
li. 9. and lin. 17. (8) If. lix. 17. 18. (/) Pfal. uv. 23, 
Lam. ii. 4 Dent. xaxii. 44. Hab. iii. 11. Pal Alv. 3. 5. 
@&:) Pſab. Xvii. 13. 14. my 
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all-powerful help and protection of his people, by means 
of his word, his proyidence, and grace (a). His red, 
his Haff, and ſceptre repreſent the direction, ſupport, 
defence, and correction of his people according to his 
promiſe, and the deſtruction of his enemies according to 
his threatening: rod too denctes the inſtruments of 
God's judgment (5). The cup in his hand, is anger, 
wrath, ripe for execution; which is full of mixture, as 
the judgments contained are numerous, various, 
bitter (c). And without mixture, as no mercy is mingled 
therewith in hell (4). His chariots are clouds, angels, 
and providences (e). His chariot-wheels are the wind, 
or eaſy rolling clouds (J). His riches are his fulneſs of 
majeſty, glory, and grace, with all the bleſſed effects 
thereof (g). His treaſures ate his power, vengean 
juſtice, goodneſs, patience, or the clouds and heavens (). 
His furnace is the execution of his juſt judgments, 
for the refining of his people, and the ruin of his ene- 
mies (i). His /ot and portion is his choſen people, whom 
he eſteems, delights in, and receives a revenue of glory 
from (4). The Moſaic ſacrifices are called his bread, 
and the wine-offerings repreſented as e2ering his heart: 
they were food dedicate to his ſervice; and he accepted 
and delighted in them, when effered in the faith of his 
promiſed Son (/). His book is his predeſtiniog purpoſe ; 
his infinite knowledge ; his unfailing remembrance; and 
exact providential care (n). His ignet and ſeal is what 
is very dear to him: chiefly his /ea/ is his holy Spi- 
rit (n). My ſoul, is every thing in me, every thing about 
me, an emblem of God? why then are not the thoughts 
of him innumerable, and precious to me? why, when 
I walk by the way; when I lie down or riſe up, am not 
I till with him? Why does not my God, my ALL, meet 
every view ? 
(a) Pal. xxxv. 2. and lx. 4. 0 Pſal. xiii. 4 Mic. vii. 
14 Pal. ji. 8g. IC. x. 5. (c) Pal. IXxv. 8. (4) Rev. xiv. 
10. (ce) Pſal. Ixviii. ty. If zi. Y Pal. Ixv. 11. 


(Y Phil. iv. 29. ) Deut. xxxii. 34. and xx viii. 12. 0) If 
XXKi. 9. Deut. xxxii. 3. (7) Numb. xxviii. 2. Pſal. 


7 ) 
eiv. ( 1 iv. 3. Dan. xii. 1. Plal. cxxkix 16. Exod, 
2. God 


zxxii. 32. Jer. XXIi. 24 Eph. i. 13. 
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2. God is called the AxnciexnTor Days (): he is from 
everlaſting to everlaſting: when empires are overturned, 
and nations deſtroyed, he continues ever the ſame, His 
garment white as ſnow, is the purity of his nature; the 
brightneſs of his glory and majeſty; and his uncorrupt- 
neſs in judgment. His hatr like pure wobl, denotes his 
venerableneſs, gravity, wiſdom, and fitneſs for judg- 
ment. His fiery throne denotes his awful nature; his ſe- 
vere, irreſiſtible, and piercing judgments : its fery wheels 


may ſignify bis clear and diſtin& view of all things, and 


the ſpeedy, and terrible execution of his ſentences, 
3. God is compared to a FaTHER (5). In the firit perſon 
of the adorable Godhead, he, from eternity, begot our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He is the contriver, purpoſer, form- 
er, and preſerver of all things. He is the author and 
ſource of light, knowledge, glory, mercy, and good- 
neſs. From eternity he chaſe into the number of his 
children; in time he ſpiritually begets, all his ranſomed 
people: he bears, preſerves, and comforts them; he 
nouriſhes them with the fleſh and blood of his Son; with 
the fulneſs of his love; the influences of his Spirit; and 
the ſincere milk of the word: he clothes them with the 
imputed righteouſneſs of his Son; the robe of implanted 


grace; and of a glorious goſpel converfation. Never is 


he judicially wroth with any of his ſaints; but, to a- 
ſtoniſhment, loves, and delights, in their perſons, their 
graces, and good works : never doth he hurt; but ſaves 
and defends them, from fin, Satan, and the world. He 
is eſpecially tender of them, when they are weak and af- 
flicted. | Himſelf he propoſes for their copy and pattern: 
in every point of due behaviour, in all ſpiritual know- 
ledge, godlineſs, and honeſty, he trains up, and inſtructs 
them; readily he hears their requeſts; . grants them 
every good thing ; preſerves them from evil, that it may 
not defile, hurt, or grieve them: his honourable name 


he puts upon them; his holy Spirit within them; and 


appoints his angels and miniſters to guard, direct, and 
ſupply them, In all their ways he leads them, takes 
them by their arms, teaching them to go: his word is 
their rule; his Spirit their comforter, inſtructor, and 
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ide : his church his chamber of fellowſhip ; his heaven» 
ly manfions he aſfigns for their habitation; affectionately 
he remembers and cares for them, even while they ſeem 
caſt out of his ſight; graciouſly he forgives their tranſ- 
greſſions ; he bears with their iofirmities; and tenderly 


he ſympathizes with them under their troubles; exceed- 


ingly is he grieved, and diſhonoured, by their offences; 
and wiſely and kindly he corrects them on account there- 
of; every one of them he enriches with his fulneſs, and 
makes heirs of his kingdom. In the promiſes of his 
word he diſpones; in due time he actually beſtows fal- 
vation, endleſs, unſearchable glory, nay, his infinite Self, 
for their everlaſting inheritance. Be thou, JEHOVAH, my 
father, and the guide of my youth. 

4. God is compared to a MASTER and HOUSEHOLDER, 
By him was every manſion of heaven and earth erected 


and furniſhed; by him is the whole family of angels, 


men, and every creature, ordered and ſettled, To every 
one hath he aſſigned his proper law, his ſtation, and 
work, Angels and men hath he peculiarly connected 
with himſelf; and by laying before them the moſt en- 
riching and agreeable rewards, and the moſt ſhocking 
and fearful puniſhments, he engages them to be faithful 
in their reſpective rank and ſervice, His family he in- 
ſtructs and protects. Every thing neceſſary for their 
peace, their health, and happineſs, he richly provides. 
Theſe who are unruly, he'correds and puniſhes. Wicked 
angels and incorrigible men, he expels from his houſe, 
He hath appointed a day in which he will call every ra- 
tional ſervant to account, for his truſt and conduct. His 
peculiar family is his church among men: to this he 
gives peculiar laws: this he governs, protects, and cor- 
rects; and rewards or puniſhes every member according 
to his work, Lord, may I dwell in thy houſe, and be 
ſtill praiſing thee. Every where is a hell, if abſent from 

my God. | 
5. God is compared to a x1NG, Infinite is his digni- 
ty; extenſive his renown; great his power; abſolute his 
authority, Every reaſonable creature he gives laws to; 
wiſely governs, righteouſly rewards or puniſhes. Hea- 
ven is his palace and throne. Angels and ſaints are his 
honorary guards, All creatures are his armies. Divine 
C glory 
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glory and greatneſs his crown. Infinite power, juſtice, 
and love are his ſceptre. Every lawful court on earth, 
every man's breaſt, the general judgment, his courts of 
judicature: conſcience, magiſtrates, miniſters, are his 
deputies, The ſaved nations of mankind are his queen, 
his children, The ancient, the everlaſting council of 
peace is the PRIVY, the governing ſource of his whole 
adminiſtration. .Our adored Mediator is his ſecretary, 
his miniſter of ſtate. The ſcriptures of truth are the 
ſtatutes of his kingdom, and the authentic records of his 
reign, The ſentences of free forgiveneſs, of undeſer- 
ved happineſs, or of everlaſting damnation, are the mo- 
mentous edicts that proceed from his throne. Thou 

art my king, O God, command deliverance for Ja- 
© cob,” : 

6. God is compared to a JuDGEz, With infinite wiſ- 
dom and prudence; with unblemiſhed equity, terrible 
21ajeſty, unbounded authority, power, and courage, he 
maintains the honour of his ſacred laws. Effectually he 
ſifts every man and devil at his bar: ſolemnly and con- 
vincingly he charges them with their proper deeds: au- 
thoritatively he pronounces, and infallibly he executes 
upon them, the molt righteous ſentences, correſpondent 
to the precept and ſanction of his law. It is at the 
higheſt peril, if I, if any creature, deſpiſe him; pretend 
to appeal from him ; or find fault with his deciſions. Lord, 
enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, upon his own 

| Works; for in thy fight no living can be juſtified. 
{ 7. God is a ſwift wiTNEss.” Exact is his knowledge 
j of all things. He is infinitely true and faithful. So- 
f lemnly, by ſubſcription and oath, he atteſts the inſpired 
| declarations of truth; the glad tidings of great joy; the 
i record concerning his Son, that in him there is eternal 
| life, for ſinners of mankind, even the chief. In oppoſi- 
N tion to my wretched unbelief, he teſtifies to my heart, 
Jam Cod, even thy Cod. At the tremendous peril of 
g calling, of attempting to make the God of truth a liar, a 
| perjured perſon, do I, do you children of men, heſitate 
; a moment to believe the joy/ul ſound Your whole con- 
| duct he knows; and according to his remembrance there- 
bf, ſhall you be quickly judged, and your eternal ſtate 
; fixed, Exen row, ye wicked, he teſtifies of your got 
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by his judgments upon you; by his word unto you: but 
ſaddenly ſhall he declare it to your face; publiſh it to 
the world; and haſten your endleſs ruin, If God be my 
witneſs, what manner of perſon ought I to be in all holy 
converſation and godlineſs ? 

8. God is compared to a CAPTAIN, and called the 
LorD OF HOSTS. It is his to levy, to march, to 
muſter, and manage every army upon earth, It is his 
to appoint, to arm, to ſtrengthen, dire&, and make all 
his creatures to fight againſt his enemies; and to protect 
his choſen ſubjects. He inliſts his people under his bauner 
of truth, of love, He teaches them the ſpiritual war- 
fare; gives them the whole armour of righteouſneſs on 
the right hand and on the left; and directs, encourages, 
and enables them to uſe it aright: to every one he pre- 
ſcribes his proper (tation and work ; chuſes for them the 
field, and manner of conflict; ſafely he leads them on;. 
ſecures them from death; heals their wounds; procures 
them complete victory; and beſtows on them an everlaſt- 
ing reward, 

9. God is ſtiled a Man oF wa, or expert warrior. 
With unbounded wiſdom, equity, power, and courage, 
he manages every temporal, every ſpiritual warfare- on 
earth. His choſen people he conquers by the ſword of 
his Spirit, and power of his grace. His, and their ene- 
mies, he ſeaſonably, ſecretly, ſuddenly, boldly, and fu- 
riouſly attacks, routs, and deſtroys. Thus he advan- 
ces his honour ; extends his peculiar dominion ; proteas 
his friends; and enriches them with his ſpoil, Again(t 
my corruptions, Lord, draw out the ſpear and fhicld; 
with their blood ſtain all thy raiment. 

10. God is likened to a G1ANT; becauſe of his un- 
bounded might, bold courage, and awful terror. No 


creature is able, nor without infinite peril, dares to op- 


poſe him, With eaſe he diſmays, he diſcomfits, and 
ruins his enemies. Fearfully he often corrects his 
friends, and makes them to tremble under his hand. 
Stand in awe, my ſoul,” and fin not. Fear him that is 
2 to caſt ſoul and body into heil fire ; yea, I ſay, Fear 
im, | 
11. God is compared to an HUSBAND, By the in- 
vitations of his word, and exerciſe of his proyidence, he 
C 2 wooes 
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wooes his choſen people. He enters into marriage co- 
venant with them, and they become his. He duell, 
"ith, and in them, according to his infinite knowledge 
and love. Other members of the viſible church are unite 
to him by external relation, and ſhare of his common 
fayours': but theſe he peculiarly provides for, counſels, 
comforts, protects, and cheriſhes: nor does he ever 
jeave them, or forſake them, Is my Maker my huf- 
band? is the Lord of hoſls his name? the God of the 
whole earth May he be called. 

12. God is compared to an HUSBANDMAN (a). The u- 


niverſal frame of nature, the whole vineyard of his church, 


and out ſield wilderneſs of this world, is of his planta- 
tion; under his care and management. This he di- 
vides, hedges, defends, plants with men, good or bad, 
as he pleaſeth. According to the benefits he beſtows, is 
the fruit he requires. In the rich paſtures of proſperity 

are many ſinners, through their own corruption, fed for 
the ſlaughter of endleſs ruin, His own Son he planted 
in the barren ſoil of our nature; raiſed him up a plant of 
renown, the growth, the branch, of the Lord: in death 
he cut him down, and trode him to duſt, in the wine fat 
of his indignation : he raiſed him again, and gave him glo- 


ty; that our faith and hope might be in God. At infi- 


nite expence of power, loye, care, meritorious ſuffering, 
and divine interceſſion, he plants, he manages, the vine- 
yard of his church, The ones of Heatheniſm, Popery, 
and like abominations, he gradually digs out. The wine- 
preſs of ordinances he graciouſly. eres. Her members 
he divides into their proper place and ſtation. With rules 
of government, and with his ſpecial protection, he hedges 
her about. He ſows her with the pood ſeed of his word, 
and plants her with his precious 3 Every one of 
theſe he forms into a fruitful field, and delightful vine - 
ard for himſelf, By breaking, by melting, and re- 
moving their hardneſs and obduracy, he digs out the 
ſtones of their heart: by convincing, enlightening, and 


. renewing influence, he ploughs up its fal/ow ground, and 
ſows therein the good /eed of his grace. It is thine, O 


JeHovan, to weed, to prune thy vineyard, by ſancti- 


(a) John av. 1. If. v. 1.6. 
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fred affliction, and ſin- killing influence; to water it with 
the heavenly dew, the bleſſed rain of thy word and Spi- 
rit: thine to purge the world, by rooting out, by lopping 
of the noxious, the luxuriant tranſgreſſors; and to wa- 
ter it with the drops of proſperity. Angels, miniſters, 
magiſtrates, are employed to labour in, cultivate, and 
protect thy huſbandry, Thine all-ſeeing eyes are ever 
on it, to ſhew thyſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them that 
fear thee. But ſuch as bring not forth good fruit, wilt 
thou give up to the ſtroke of thy wrath, and at laſt to 
the vengeance of hell-fire. May J, Lord, be thy huf- 
bandry : plant me in Chrift ; ſow to me, in his rigbtecuſ- 
nefs ; To ſhall 7 reap in mercy. 

13. God is compared to a $HEPHERD (a). His people 
he forms to be the ſheep of his paſture. By his provi- 
dence, by his word, chiefly, by his Spirit, he gathers 
them out from an evil world, that lieth in wickedneſs ;. 
feeds, refreſhes, leads, heals, and protects them. The 
Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want. 

14. God is compared to a GU1DE (5), The proper courſe 
of every creature he fully underſtands; and directs them 
in their reſpective motions- His conduQ-1s the moſt per- 
fect pattern, It is his to recover his bewildered cholen 4 
to bring them into the away. that leadeth unte life; tor 
comfort, direct, defend, and keep them therein; to re- 
duce them from every wandering; and at laſt uſher them 
ſafely into everlaſting glory and happineſs, Is this, my 
ſoul, thy God and thy guide even unto death? Shall he 
guide me with his counſel while here, and afterward bring: 
me to glory?” 

15. God is compared to a HUNTER (c). Greatis his ac- 
tivity : he ſlumbers not, nor ſleeps; quickly his vengeance 
overtakes his enemies; nor can any. eſcape out of his 
hand. Severe, terrible, and diſturbing are his chaſtiſe - 
ments of his people. How oft, by inward. terrors, and 
outward troubles, has he hunted my. ſoul ata lian? 

16. God is compared to a BU1LDBR-(4), In his eternal 
purpoſe he wiſely planned; in time he ſcilfully formed, 
the whole ſtructure of heaven and earth, and all that is 


(4) PCal. xxiii. 1. (') Pal. xlviii. 14 Job xX 16. 
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therein, Upon his ow power and will he laid the foun- 
dation. Gradually he finiſhed, and marvellouſly he con- 


nected, and adorned his work. Wiſely he rears up the. 


body of every animal for its particular uſe. In a gra- 
dual, a well- connected, comely, and marvellous manner, 
he faſhions the bodies and perſons of men. By increa- 
ſing their number and proſperity, he builds up particular 
families on earth. According to his eternal purpoſe, he 
raiſeth up, ſtrengthens, and embelliſhes, the nations: 
and when corrupted and waſted with fin, he pulls them 
down, and rears up others in their ſtead, In his ever- 
laſting love, in the blood of his Son, he Jays the foun- 
dation of our falvation, and of his church, and of the 
work of grace in his people's heart. Gradually he car- 
ries forward the erection, till it be perfected in that end- 
leſs felicity, that Hane ternal in the heavens, which he 
hath prepared and furniſhed for them that love him. 

17. God is compared to ayOTTER (a): With infinite 
care and ſkill he formed all things according to his pur- 
pole and pleaſure. In the, moſt different forms, and for 
the moſt different ends, he faſhioned his creatures. Many 
of them he formed out of the clay and duſt of the earth, 
Some angels and men he ſovereignly appointed to ever- 
laſting honour ; others, for their fin, to everlaſting ſhame 
and contempt. At his pleaſure, he diſpoſes of things, 
of perſons, and nations, and wonderfully he preſet ves 
them amid their native frailty and weakneſs. Never, my 


ſoul, ſay to him, Why haſt thou made, why halt thou 


made, why haſt thou uſed me thus? ; 
18.God compares himſelf toaTRAvVAILING WOMAN(b). 
In infinite tenderneſs to, and care for his children, he, 


after a while's patient reſtraint of the breath, the blaſt,. 


of his judgments, cries aloud in his terrible providences; 
and to the confuſion of his enemies, brings forth great 
deliverance to them, and. rejoices therein. Lord, how 
excellent is thy loving-kindnefs ! 

19. God is compared toan EAGLE (c), How high his 
excellency and fovereign dominion over all things! How 
infinite his knowledge, and exact his obſervation ! How 
great his ſtrength ! how eminent his duration and care 


() If. liv. 8. (0) If. zlib 14 (c) Deut. Xii. 11. 12 
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to provide for, uphold, cheriſh, and preſervethis people! 
By the exereiſe of his wiſdom, his power, his goadneſs 
and truth; by the agency of his providence, and the ac- 
compliſhment of his promiſe, as with feathers and wings, 
he bears, covers, protects, and warms them. My God, 
thou haſt borne and carried me from the womb, and from 
the belly; and even unto old age thou art uE: thou wilt 
bear, thou wilt carry, and wilt deliver me. 

20. God is compared to a :L10Nn (a). Ho terrible, 
O JeHOVAH, is thy majeſty! How unlimited thy ſove- 
reignty! How unbounded thy might to deſtroy thy foes, 
and to ſave thy ' children ! How ſhocking! how -alarm- 
ing the voice of thy roaring in the threatesings of thy 
word, or the judgments of thine hand! How unblemiſh- 
ed thine equity towards every creature! How watchful! 
how ever open thine eyes, to obſerve all our goings, and 
adyert to thine intereſt! He that keeps Ifracl neither 
flumbers nor fleeps. How perfect thy hatred to theſe who 
indulge themſelves, in wolviſh tyranny; apiſh flattery; 
or ſquint looks of hypocritic diſhmulation ! O thy aſtoniſh» 
ing patience | thy unmatched generoſity ! thy unbound» 
ed mercy to ſuch as ſubmit themſelves to thy ſovereign 
will! thy infinite readineſs to reward the ſervices done 
thee ! But, ah thy hatred! the terrible, the unrelenting 
rage of thy wrath, againſt theſe who dare to oppoſe 
thee ! who dare to oppreſs, to injure thy choſen feed! 
Conſider now, my ſoul, leſt he tear thee in pieces, while 
there is no deliverer. | 

21. God is compared to a LEOPARD (5). How infinitely 
comely and glorious in himſelf! how diverſiſied his ap- 
pearance to creatures! How: fierce, eſpecially after a 
long ſleep of exerciſed patience, is his wrath againſt his 
enemies! how he obſerves their goings ! watches for the 
evil to bring it upon them! how oft his judgments break 
forth on them ere they are aware! and what ſpiritual 
blindneſs and everlaſting darkneſs is their remedileſs 
doom! With me, Lord, wait that thou mayſt be 
gracious; be exalted that thou mayſt ſhew mercy : and 


becauſe thou art a God of judgment, let me wait for 
nee. N 


(a) Hoſ. xi, 7. and V. I 4+ (') Hoſ. xili. 7* | , 
22 God 


how clear and unbounded his knowledge! how unlimited 


wall, in the light of the Lord. 
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22. God is compared to'a A bereaved of her 
"helps, and lying in wait (a). How terrible, though often 
flow, are his judgments ! how wiſely his providence de- 
coys theſe, who hate him, into deſtruction and ruin! How 
aſtoniſhing his love to, and care of his people, whom by 
the application of his infinite kindneſs in his promiſe, he 
forms into new, into perfect men! How fearful his 
vengeance againſt thoſe that hurt them, or ſeek to draw 
them from him! In hell his mercy is clean gone, and he 
will be favourable no more! Behold, my ſoul, the good- 
weſs and ſeverity of God! on others that fell, ſeverity ; 
towards thee, goodneſs, if thou continue in his goodneſs ; 
otherwiſe thou ſhalt alſo be cut off, 

23. God compares himſelf to a Mor and roT- 
FENNEsSs (5). Secretly, inſenſibly, gradually, he oft, by 
his judgments, waſtes mens ſpirits; their gifts; their 
privileges ; and property ; and renders them uſeleſs and | 
contemptible, 8 

24. God is called Love (c). O the incomprehenſible 
and unbounded love of the three divine perſons one to 
another ! O his kindneſs to all his creatures ! How full of 
love his heart, his purpoſe, his word, kis work; chiefly 
the giving of his Son for and to ſinful men! How kindly 
he wills good to them! does them good! and delights 


in them! How high! how extenſive! how free! how 


{ 

< 
powerful and conquering: his love to my ſoul! may it , 
ever be ſhed abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghoſt! i 
25. God is compared to LIGA). How infinitely glori- k 
ous, pure, holy, pleaſant, and incomprehenſible his nature \ 


his omnipreſence! O the quick approaching, the refreſhful, 
the illuminating, diſcovering, and — influences, of 
his goodneſs and grace! Walk, my. ſoul, for ever 


26. God is compared to the su (e). O his unſpeakable 
greatneſs! his dazzling glory! his tranſcendent highneſs ! 
He is the reſtful centre of all things; the father and 
ſource of all light, natural, gracipus, or plorious : all 
things are naked and open to him: and it his to refreſh, 


(a) Hof. Wii. .. () Hof. v. 2 1 John iv. 8. 
(Ai John b „ G Pial RXXiv. I. | 
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quicken, and ſupport his creatures, chiefly his choſen ; 
and to render them fruitful after their kind. He is al- 
ways the ſame, and uſeful to the whole world: all his 
iofluences are beſtowed without money, and without 
price, Yet, O your unhappineſs, who live far from him! 
ye who live in the torrid zone of a natural, an infernal 
ſlate, what power has he to ſcorch you with fire! Un- 
created ſun, now during our temporary night, we but 
ſee thee by the refleRed rays of thy glory in ereatures, 
in ordinances, in words, in works; and though it be a day 
of grace to our ſoul, how clouds of guilt, deſertion, dark 
providences, ſhear thy rays, and hide thee from our 
view! O for that eternal noon, when my ſun ſhall no 
1ore go down, no more be hid! but I ſhall for ever ſee 


1 
by thee as thou art; ſhall for ever, enlightened and dazzled 
ein with thy brightneſs, baſk and melt in the rays of redeem- 
nd iag Godhead; till my ſoul be kindled into a pure, an 
| endleſs flame of love! 
ble 27. God is compared to F1RE (). O the infinite pure- 
to neſs, power, and awful majeſty of his nature! How heart- 
of warming, purifying, and ſoftening his influence! He is a 
fly conſuming fire : how terrible the nature of his juſtice and 
aly wrath! how righteous, holy, tremendous, irreſiſtible, 
hes 2 ſpreading, and deſtructive his yengeance ! how 
ow uddenly his judgments break forth in an inſtant ! how 
ir effectually they purge away his people'2 droſs, while they 
fill their heart with terror ! how fearfully they conſume 
ris the wicked! and, as in a ſolemn day, ſurround them 
re | with horror ! | 
ted 28. God is compared to a CLEAR HEAT after rain; 
ful, N anda cLovpd or Dew in harveſt (5). How refreſhful! how 
of nouriſhing, comforting, and fructifying the ſaving influences 
ver of his goodneſs and grace, during or after our trouble! 
How refreſhful, ye Jews, was your deliverance from Sen- 
ible nacherib, after the fearful judgments; of God on Egypt 
eſs! and Ethiopia 
and 29. God is compared to a FOUNTAIN (e). O the purity; 
all the perpetuity; the ſelf exiſtence of his nature, and influ- 
eſh, ¶ence! O the myſtery, not of his origin, but of his unorigi- 
nation! How ſweet the fulneſs! the refreſhful, cleanſing, and 
IC X. 17. Deut. iv. 24. 0 IC. xvii. 4. (0) Jer. ii. 13. 
ken, 


fructifying 
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fructifying virtue of his influence ! How free ! how com 
mon ! how patent our acceſs to receive of his good- 
neſs, redeeming, or natural! O fountain of living waters, 
it is thine to poſſeſs an infinite fulneſs of life, and of ever 
freſh influence, in thyſelf: thine to be the ſource of all 
cteated life, natural, ſpiritual, or eternal: thine to be 
ever communicating ſuch virtue, as begets, maintains, re- 
ſtores, increaſes, and perfects life, in thy creatures; chiefly 
thy redeemed. O fountain of life, becauſe thou liveſt, I 
ſhall live alſo. 

30. God is compared toBROAD RIVERS (2). By him, 
you ſaints, are you, your ſituation, your bleſſings adorned, 
and beautified : by him the air, your ſouls breathe in, is 
rendered pure and wholeſome : by him you are complete- 
ly defended from every foe : by him you have full acces 
tothe profitable commerce of the celeſtial country: in him 
how wide your proſpect into eternity! into things in 
heaven and on earth! how inexhauſtible his fulneſs to 
quench your thirſt! ſatisfy your deſire! refreſh your ſoul, 
and purge away your filth !—Art thou Lord, my God, 
that ſatisfies, that ſanctifieth me! 

31. God is compared toarock (5), How tranſcendent 
his height! how immoveable his firmneſs! though invifible 
in his nature, how vifible in all his works! clearly ſeen 
by the things which he hath made! What a refreſhful and 
protecting ſhade to his people! what herbs of precious 
bleſhngs and healing promiſes proceed from him! what 
unſearchable and enriching mines of grace and glory 
better than gold are in him ! what ſprings of comforting, 
of nouriſhing virtue flow from him! Be thou, JzHovar, 
my rock, to which I may ever reſort: what time mine 
enemies are in power, I will truſt in thee, 

32. God is compared to a s#AaDoW (e). How ſweet the 
ſafety, the refreſhment, the ſecret happineſs, his people 
find in him} in the exerciſe of his perfections towards, 
and the accompliſhment of his promiſes, to them! Here 
may I hide myſelf, till all calamities be overpaſt. 

33. God is compared to a HIDING- PLACE (4. Inviſible 
is his nature; hidden and myſterious are his methods of 


() II. xxxiii. 211 () Deut. xxxil. 4 (c) Pſal. lvil. 1. 
6!) Pal. xxxii. 7. | 
protecting 
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protecting his people. In him how great their ſecret com- 
fort and happineſs! how fully his defence of them pre- 
ſerves them from every danger, encourages their fainting 
heart, diſpels their fears, and diſappoints their foes! Lord, 
I flee to thee to cover me; hide the outcaſt, the criminal 
that flies to thy refuge. 

24. God is compared to a REFUGE (a). In his perfeQions, 
his covenant, his promiſe, his providence, what unlimited 
fulneſs of ſure protection, from every danger, every 
enemy! With ſpeed, with aſſurance of welcome, ought 
every man to flee to him, through Chriſt the new, the 
ſole, the plain, the patent way. In him we may boldly - 
defy our adverſaries; and in him we mult for ever abide : 
for O the fearful, the eternal, the unavoidable danger of 
theſe, whointhe moments of death, of judgment, are found 
without him! Lord, all that are far from thee ſhall periſh, 
When all refuge fails me, when no man cares for my ſoul, 
then be thou my reſuge, my portion in the land of the 
living. : 

- God is compared to a $TRONG-HOLD and FOR= 
TRESS (5). In him is all fulneſs of ſpiritual defence, ar- 
mour, and proviſion: it is impoſſible to batter down, ſcale, or 
undermine, the ETERNAL ; and with infinite hazard do 
any attempt it; or to hurt theſe who are in him. It is 
only his to be the protector of his people: only theſe 
who flee to him, ſhare of his full ſecurity, and ſafe reſt: 
and it is theirs to boaſt and glory of him; and by bis in- 
fluence to fight againſt, and annoy their ſpiritual enemies, 
ſin, Satan, and the world, 

36. God is called his people's xzzREWwaARD (e). While 
unfit, while unready, to defend themſelves againſt the ſecret, 


the ſudden attacks of their enemies, he kindly protects their 


perſon, and maintains their cauſe, —Cry, my ſoul, unto 
God, unto Ged, who performeth all things for me. 

37. God is compared to a $HIELD : his love, favour, 
and truth, toa 8H18LD and BUCKLE&R(d), His per ſections, 
his promiſe, his providence are eſpecially uſeful ia danger: 
they prote& the whole man, chiefly, what is moſt ex- 
poled ; and from the molt eminent enemies, temptations, 


0%) Pfal. xlvi. 1. ö) Pfal. xviii. 2. 3. (e) IC Iii. 12. 
(4) Gen, XV. 2. Pſal. V. I2. and XC 3. 5 + * 
and 


with his benign influence, he enlightens and warms the 


and uſeful: here we have ſweet fellowſhip with divine 


to Jeſus as our father, is he freely beſtowed upon us: 
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and troubles, are we thereby protected: by God's exert- 
ing his favour, and fulfilling his truth, his faithful word; 
he not only defends from dangers, but emboldens and en- 
ables us, unhurt, to contend with our ſpiritual foes. Let 
me ſay of the Lord, He it my ſhield and buckler, my God 
in whom Iwill truſt : though an hoft encamp againſt me, 
Tavill be confident in' this. 

38. God is compared to a WALL, and WALL OF FIRE(a), 
He is the great ſupport, beauty, and protector of his 
people on every ſide : he ſurrounds them with his promiſe, 
perfections, and preſence; and on him do all their cham- 
bers of ordinances, and worſhipping aſſemblies depend : 


hearts of his people: with his complete, his awful pro- 
tection, he renders them ſafe, bold, and fearleſs, 
amidſt brutiſh and outrageous foes. : 

39. God is compared to an HABITATION and DWELL- 
ING PLACE (5). Into his favour we enter by Jeſus as our 
door, our way : in him are contained all our choice riches, 
and comfort: in a ſtate of union to, and fellowſhip with 
him, we are ſafe from the ſcorching heat of divine 
wrath, the-fiery darts of temptation, the cold of ſpiritual 
deadneſs, and ſtorms of trouble; and enjoy complete 
pleaſure, and reſt to our ſoul ; with every thing comely 


perſons, holy angels, and ranſomed men. Thrice, thrice 
unhappy is our caſe, if without him ! we want every 
thing good; and are expoſed to endleſs danger, wander- 
ing, and wo. 

40. God is compared to a PORTION and INHERIT» 
TANCE (e). In infinite kindneſs, and through our relation 


in himſelf he comprehends every thing neceſſary, uſeful, 

precious; or comely : the enjoyment of him ſupports, 
ſatisfies, enriches; ennobles, enables to uſefulneſs, in our 
ſtation; and highly, O Jenovan, are we to eſteem, 
love, delight i in, and boaſt of thee 5” O thou incorrupt- 
ible, ſweet, ever preſent, infinite, neceſſary, all- - compre- 
hending, unmixed, unmatched, and everlaſting portion of 


9 Ezck: xl. as Zech. ii. 3. (5) Pſah xc. 1. (ö) Pla), xi. 
+ 8 | 
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eur ſoul! Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that I defire beſides thee ! . 

41. God is called an EXCEEDING GREAT REWARD; 
and EXCEEDING JOY (a): Our enjoyment-of him is the 
proper reward of Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed; and 
the gracious reward of our holy obedience : infinitely 
he ſurpaſſeth every other privilege. Nothing, my ſoul, is 
worth thy joys or lovely as thy God: infinitely he 
tranſcends our comprehenſion, and deſert. He is the 
cauſe and object of ſuch ſolid, pure, and ſpiritual joy, as 
in ſweetneſs, uſefulneſs, and duration, far exceeds the 
joy of child-birth, of marriage, of harveſt, of victory, of 
friendſhip, of recovery of what had been loſt, —Rejoice, 
my ſoul, in the Lord, and again rejoice. 

42. God is compared to GoLD and $1LVvER (5). How 
infinitely pure, precious, glorious, defirable, durable, 
uſeful, and enriching ! How glorious and honourable he 
renders every one that enjoys him ! how to them he an- 
ſwereth all things! how he emboldens them towards 
himſelf; toward their conſcience ; toward Satan; and 
toward a preſent evil world ! Be thou, O Almighty, my 
gold, and I ſhall have plenty of ſilver. | 

43. God is compared to a JASPER STONE (c). Which 
is either white; or green, and ſpotted with red or purple. 
O the excellency! the glory! the brightneſs! the 
majeſty! and the refreſhful influence of his nature, and 
countenance | He is light itſelf, dwells in, and is 
clothed with it. How ſweetly, how myſteriouſly, are all 
his perfections connected together, and contained in one 
another! Thrice fair Original of all that is lovely, be thou 
mine, my God, and my ALL IN ALL, 3 i 

44. God is likened to a red sAR&DIiNE STONE (%. How 
terrible his majeſty! How fiery his indignation againſt his 
enemies! How ſevere his correction of his people! No 
wonder my ſoul be with Moſes afraid to look on God, 

45. God is called the 8sTRENGTH 3 SALVATION ; 
HOPE3 GLORY, of his people (e). He is the author, 
the ſubſtance, the maintainer, perfecter, and end of their 
glory, ſalvation, and ſtrength ; and the ground, the 


(a) Gen. xv. 2. Pſal. xlin. 4 (5) Job xXxil. 2 5. 
() Rev. iv. 3. (%) ibid. (e) IC Xii. 2. and Is 19. Joel ijk 16. 
| J D object, 
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object, the cheriſher, preſerver, ard perſecter of their 
hope. Is JEHOVAH now my {trength and ſong ? Is he 
alſo become my ſalvation ? 

46. God's juſtice is called his 8word (a), By it, 
with aſtoniſhing pain, was ſlaughtered the Son of his love: 
it reached even to his heart, His ſoul was amazed and 
very heavy ; troubled till he knew not what to ſay; 


ſorreaful even unto death, By it, with tormenting pain, 


and oft ſuddenly, he cuts off his enemies. Thou 
bloody flaming ſword, how ſheathed in a Saviour's heart 
for me ! 


C H A P „ II. 
g Of metaphors reſpecting Chriſt, 


1. HRIST is compared to an AxGEL (5). Ag 

Mediator, he is his Father's ſervant, his princi- 
Pal attendaot ; fits at his right hand; is admitted inte 
ine ffable nearneſs and intimacy ; clearly he alway be- 
Holds and with infinite pleaſure and delight is he always be- 
held by him ; God's heart and eyes are on him conti- 
nually. It is thine, O Jeſus, to excel in holineſs, in 
activity, wiſdom, and ſtrength : thine to be ſent on the 
principal errands of Heaven; and to publiſh the moſt 
important ' meſſages of Gd to men. He is the great 
M1CHAEL, who is as the mighty God; who faves, 
protects, and delivers his people; and reſtrains and con | 
quers his foes: the Angel that appeared to the ancient 
Patriarchs ; and was with the Hebrews in the wilderneſs, 
His having power cver fire, imports his abſolute dominion 
over all the judgments of God, and the angry contentions 
of men; and his coming in flaming fire, to take yengeance 
on them who know not God, and who obey not the 
goſpel. His /ightening the whole earth with his glory, 
imports his diſplay of his ſhining excellencies in his righ - 
t:ous and fearful judgments; and in the ſpread of his 


glorious goſpel, Is it not thine, blefſed Angel, to miniſter 


io me; to encamp about me? Am not 1 ſanctiſed by 
God the Father, preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus and called ? 


(a) Ter. An. 5. , (9) If. Ixiii. 9. Dan. Ali. 1. Rev. Xii. 5. 
and iv. 18. and xVill. 1. $5: 8 4 
2. Chriſt 
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2. Chriſt is compared to a MA (a). In the new 
covenant tranſation, he repreſents only men; under the 
Old Teltaneat he often appeared in the likeneſs of man 
in his incarnation he partook of the common nature of 
man: to repreſent him are the parts, the actions, the 
adjuncts, and relations of mea uſed in fcripture, times 
almoſt innumerable. His whole body, ſignifies his perſon, 
God man; or his obedience and ſuffering in his human 
nature (5), His having the appearance of braſs, imports 
his firmneſs, ſtrength, purity, and brightneſs (c). His 
likeneſt to amber, or rather a metal mixed of gold and 
filver, imports the preciouſneſs and ſhining glory of his 
perſon ; and the union of his two natures therein: or, 
if the word ſignifies a burning coal, it denotes his infinite 
purity ; his being the brigatneſs of the Father's glory; 
his flaming love to his people; his burning zzal for their 
good, and his Father's hoaour ; and his ftery indigaation 
againſt his enemies (4). His having the appearance of 
a rainbow, ſignifies that he is th: ſurety, the mediator, 
the head, the meſſenger, the ALL of the new cove- 
nant (e). His having the appearance of fire, imports his 
awful and unſpotted Godhead; his warming, and en- 


| lightening his people; his being a wall of fire to protect, 


and a pillar of fire to direct and guide them (7). His 
body being like the azure beryl, denotes his excellency, 
preciouſneſs, heavenly glory, and brightneſs: or if 
the /ard2nyx, a flzih-coloured ſtone is meant, it fignifizs 
his dwelling io our nature (g). His b2dy as diſtinguiſh - 
ed from his head, denotes his church, which by the 
neck of covenant - union, of ſcripture, of miailters, is u- 
nite to him, directed, and nouriſhed by him (5). He is 
white, glorious, pure, and comely, in his divinity, his 
holineſs, his exaltation, and love; and ruliy in his 
manhaod, his bloody ſuffering, his low abaſemeat, an4 
bis tremendous vengeance (1). His head as the 12 
Fine, the molt ſolid and ſhining geld, is his all- comely, 
exalted, precious, and durable Godhead, high dignity, 
and royal dominion over all (4). But the filling of his 


. (9) Zech. vi. r2 (5) Dan. x. g. (c) Ezek. xl. 3- (4) Ezek. 
L 4 27. (e) Rzek. i. 28. (J) Ezek. i. 27. ( Dan. . 6 
80 Eph. i. 22 0 Song v. 10. (Y Song v. 11. 

| D 2 head 
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head with the dew, and his locks with the drops of the 
might, imports his manifold, his ſhocking and perplexing 
ſufferings for our ſins ; and his enduring our innumerable 
and provoking affronts (a), His white hairs, denote 
his wiſdom, his majeſty ; and his being from everlaſting 
God (5). His buſhy and black locks, imports his un- 
changeableneſs; his perpetual vigour, freſhneſs, and 
beauty; with the ſhining wifdom of his appearances and 
counſels (c). His eyes denote his knowledge of all 
things ; his tender care and affection towards his people, 
Theſe /ike the eyes of doves waſhed with milk. and fitting on 
Fulneſ5, are pure, clear, comely, condeſcending, and 
fixed on his choſen bride ; are ever fixed on his own 
Fulneſs of Godhead and communicative grace, on the 
Julneſs of time appointed by the Father, and on the 
church which is the fulneſi of him that filleth 4L L 1w 
ALL (4). Theſe like a flame of fire, are piercing, 
irreſiſtible, and terrible, to his foes (e). His /ips and 
mouth, denote his authority and word; which, like /i/ies 
dropping ſweet-ſmelling myrrh,are pure, pleaſant, ſavoury, 
glorious, majeſtic, and condeſcending ; and do gradually, 
powerfully, conſtantly, and gently communicate his 
ever freſh, his precious, his purifying, his ſoul- refreſh» 
ing, and perfuming, grace and glory (f). His cheeks 
like a bed of ſpices, are the comely, delightful, refrefhful 
Teſtaments of his word; and the ordinanges of his 
grace; the manifeſtation of his glory to us; or his 
humiliation and ſuffering in our ſtead (g). His mighty 
voice like many waters, like the roaring of a lion, or 
the vaice of a multitude, is the awful, the important 
Janguage of his word and providence; which extends 
to every end of the earth; reaches the heart of men; 
brings manifold particular meſſages ; is terrible to his 
enemies, and threatens them with ſudden and fearful 
deſtruction (). His whole face and countenance, are 
his manifeſtations of himſelf, in his perſon and office; which, 
like lightening, are ſurpriſing, majeſtic, and awful: 
like the ſun ſhining in bis firength, are enlightening, 


a) Song v. 2. Rev. i. 14 (bc) Song v. 11. 
Song v. 12. (e) Dan. x. 6. Rev. i. 14 (F) Song v. 13. 

(g) ibid. ) Rev. I 15. and x 3. Dan. x. 6. . 
| | | | warming, 


% metaphors reſpecting Chriſt. 4 5 4 


warming, glorious, dazzling, and pleaſant: are as 
Lebanon, excellent as the ce dars, ever freſh, firm, comely, 
and delightful. But his face and 77 as marred mare 
than any man, imports the dreadful ſufferiag and ſhame 
he endured in his human nature (a). 

His ſhoulders, denote” his almighty power, his in- 
faite wiſdom, care, and love, which qualify him to bear 
our {ins in his own body on the tree; to bear our perſons 
to glory; and to bear the charge of government commit- 
ted to him by the Father (6). His arms like poliſhed 
braſs, are his powerful, his glorious ſtrength, providence, 
mercy, and love (c). His hands, are his power, his 
operation, and bounty; which like gold-rings ſet with 
the beryl, are perfect, celeſtial, comely, and every wa 
excellent; and by which he apprehends and holds f. 
his jewels, his choſen ſeed (d). His paps denote his 
commuaicative, his all-nouriſhing, fulneſs of grace and 
glory (e). His boſom is his love; his care; his 
ſpecial protection; his beſtowal of eminent fellowſhip 
with himſelf (f). His belly or bowels as bright ivory 
overlaid with ſapphires, are his tender ſympathy ; his 
boundleſs compaſlion; which, O how valuable! how 
pure and unmixed ! how conſtant, firm and durable 1 
how reviving, retrethiog, and love exciting (g)! His heart, 
denotes his molt endeared affection, and tender re- 
gard (). His /oins, are his firm purpoſes, and almighty 
power (i). His /egs like pillars of marble ſet in ſockets 
of gold, denote his everlaſting ability, to ſupport the 
weight of creation; the weight of the new covenant con- 
cerns ; the weight of the perſons, the ſins, the puniſh- 
ments, the care, and ſalvation of his people; and the 
weight of the glory beſtowed on him by the Father; and 


ful his ſuthciency to travei the whole journey, run the whole 
re race of our redemption, ſet before him; and to tread 
hb, down his oppoſers with fury and eaſe (4). His /zet, 
12 are his providence; his various motions, in coming to 


g this world, in travelling through ſuffering and wo, in 


It. (i) Dan. L 6 Rev. l. 16. Song w. 1. IC lit. 14 () Lake 
13. xv. 5. I. ix. 6. (e) IT XI. 11. Dan. x. 6. (4) Song v. 
14. (e) Rev. i. 13 (/) IC xl. 11. (2) Song, v. 14. 

fg, Long viii. 6. (4 Dan. x. 5. (Y Song v. 25: 
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treading the wine · preſs of his vengeance, and trampling 
down his obdurate foes; which /ike poliſhed braſs, are 
firm and determined, glorious and pure; and like fre or 
braſs burning in a furnace, are awful and majeſtic to all, 
but deſtructive and terrible to them that oppoſe him (a). 
His heel, is his holy, but ereated manhood, which Satan 
bruiſed and afflicted during his humbled debaſement; 
and his people and followers, whom, while on earth, 
Satan bruiſes and afflits by his manifold temptations (5). 
His eps and goings, are his various approaches towards 
Incarnation in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh; his conduct in 
fulfilling all righteouſneſs, and receiving his glorious re- 
ward: his manifold approaches towards our perſens, in 
the influence of his grace; his operations innumerable in 
managing the world (c). His one foot on the ſea, and 
the other on the earth, ſignifies that all the creation, 


every thing treublous, or reſtful, is ſubje& to his will, 
and under his care (4). : 


His having a rainbow round about his head, imports his 
high eſtimation of the new covenant ; his being ever mind- 
ful of it; and in his whole conduct acting according to the 
tenor of it (e). His power, his glory, and zeal for our 
ſalvation, and his Father's honour, are his beautiful gar- 
ments, which adorn his perſon, and render him fit for his 
work (/). His linen garment down to the foot, is the 
univerſal purity of his adminiſtration ; and the finiſhed 
righteouſneſs, which covers both him and his ſeed (g). 
His being c/cthed with a cleud, imports his tremendous 
majeſty; his incomprehenſible nature; and his gloomy 
and unſearchable providence (5). His glorious, his 


pure, andeverlaſting power, faithfulneſs,equity, and love; 


and his Father's commiſſion, to be our prieſt and ſovereign, 
are his golden girdle, whereby be is adorned and qualified 
For his mediatory work (i). His /i/e, is his uninterrupt- 


ed activity, with the tulneſs of grace and of glory, lodged 


in him, for us (4), His meat, is the infinite pleaſure he 


() Dan. x. Rev. i. 15. and X. 1. (5) Gen. iii. 15. 
( c Pſal. hxxxix. 51. and Ixvith 24. (4) Rev. x. 2. () Rev. 
% 1. (/) If. liz. 17. (g) Rev. i. 13. 60) Rev. X. 1. 


(% Dan. x. 5 Rev. i. 13. % John v. 36. Gal. il. 20. 
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takes in honouring his Father, and ſaving his choſen 2. 
His Atting at God's right hand, imports the firm ſe- 

curity, the unceaſing continuance of his high dignity; 

his extenſive authority, and undiſturbed reſt (5), His 

fitting on a cloud, or white cloud, denotes the myſte- 

rious, the awful, but pure, righteous, and glorious na- 

ture of his procedure (c). His fanding at God's right 

hand, and appearing in his preſence, ſignifies his con- 

ſtant, zealous, and ever-prevalent interceſſion for us (4). 

His Sanding among the myrtle-trees in the bottom, and 

at the right hand of the poor, and at the door of our 

heart, denotes his favourable preſence with the Jews in 

their captive and diſtreſſed condition; his preſence with +» 

his people in their deepeſt afflictions; and his readineſs 

to help and rehieve them; and his readineſs to enter into 

our ſoul, and deſire to be received by us (e). His wa/k- 

ing among the golden candleſticts, imports his peculiar 

preſence and delight in his churches ; his conſtant ope- 

rations in them; his unceaſing fupply of them wich the 

oil of his ſpiritual influence; and his unwearied fnuffing 

off their corruptions ( 1): His walking with perſons in 

a fiery furnace, repreſents his diſtinguiſhed nearneſs to, 

comfort, and ſupport of, his people, under their heavieſt - 

and ſharpeſt trials (g). His freading in the wine-preſs, 

and j{aining his garments with red, imports his terrible 

and bloody victory over all his oppoſers, fin, Satan, the 

world, or death (5). His travelling in the greatneſs of 

hi firength, imports his gracious preſence in every part 

of his church; and his diſplay of the exceeding gieat- 

nels of his power and love, to fave his people, and ruin 

their foes (i). His having a writer's intborn by bis fide, 

to mark for ſafety, the mourners in Jeruſalem; and bis 

being over the men with the ſlaughter weapons ; imports 

his ſovereign power to ſave alive or deſtroy; bis tender 

and exact preſervation of his mourning ſaints ; and his 

fupreme direction and management of the bloody ruin of 

his foes (4), His meaſuring the viſionary temple and 


ev. ( John iv. 34. (by Pfal. cx. =" (c) Rev. xiv. 14 
* (4) Acts vik 46. (0) Zech. i. 8. Pſal. ci. 31. Rev. iii. 20. 
% Rev. b- 1. (% Dan iii. 2. () Ir Hi, — 3. 0 IL 

* Ui. 1. (% Ezck i. and x. : 
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eity before Ezekiel, and ſhewing him the parts and ordi, 
nances thereof, imports his prerogative to appoint every 
form and ſtatute of the church ; and to give men.the true 
knowledge thereof (a). His Holding the ſtars in his 
right hand, imports his giving miniſters their commil- 
fion, and ſupporting them in their work (5), His having 
the ſeven Spirits of God, implies his full poſſeſſion of the 
divine Spirit, in his diverſified gifts and grace (c). His 
having à little book in his hand, which he delivered to 
John to eat; and his opening the ſeven ſeals of God's book, 
imports his manifeſting of the ſecrets, the purpoſes, and 
myſteries of God to men (d). 

| His houſe, is his church; which he planned; which he 
built and furniſhed ; which he rules, protects, and with 
pleaſure dwells in (e). His chambers, are his ordinan- 
ces; his worſhipping aſſemblies; and his beſtowing of 


intimate communion with himſelf (JJ. His green bed, is 


his ever-pleaſant, flouriſhing, and refreſhful church, co- 
venant. word, ordinances (g) His table may denote 
heaven, where he was before his incarnation, where 
he now is; Judea, where he reſided during moſt of his 
debaſement ; or rather, the ordinances of the goſpel, 
where he delights himſelf, and nouriſhes his friends (4), 
His proviſion on it, of bread, of fleſh, of honey, milk, 
water, or wine, is the blefhngs of the new covenant; 
bimſelf, and his righteouſneſs; his Father and fulneſs; 
his Spirit and grace (i). His ointments, are his fulneſy 


of Spirit and grace, which ſoftens our heart, and ren- | 


ders us pleaſant and comely to God (4). The 4%. 
of his mouth, may denote his coming into our nature and 
world: rather, the promiſes of his goſpel, and mani- 
feſtations of his love; which mark his kindneſs and re- 
conciliation to us; inexpreſſibly delight our ſoul, and 


enkindle our love to himſelf (/). His chariot of the wood 


of Lebanon, is: his pure, his firm, his fragrant, and in- 
corruptible manhood: its iner pillars, are precious, 
comely, pure, and durable graces: its golden bottom, 
kis glorious, almighty, immutable, ineſtimable, and ever» 


(a) Ezek. xl.—-xlvüi chap. 0) Rev it. 1. (c) Rev. iii. 1. 
(4) Rev. X. and u and vi chap. (e) Song i. 17. (F) Song 
i. 4. (2) Song i. 16. (5) Song i. 12. (:) Prov. ix. 5» 
M. XXV. 6. Song v. 1. 0 Song i. 3. (!) Song 1. 2. 


aſting 
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laſting Godhead : its purple covering, is his bloody ſuffer- 
ing, and royal exaltation: its mid pavement of love, is 


cry his unbounded favour to his choſen, that inſpired him to 
rue undertake for, obey, and ſuffer in their ſtead ; and which 
his is the foundation of all our comfort and reſt : —or : this 
Mme chariot may denote his new: covenant, his goſpel, or 


ing church (a). His white horſe, is his pure, pleaſant, and 
the glorious goſpel of peace; by whoſe means he marks out 
His bis greatneſs, marches through his church, conquers, 
| to and enters the hearts of his people (5). His bow, his 
ok, arrows, and fword, are his powerful word, and almigh- 
and ty influence, whereby he convinces his choſen, and ſub- 


dues them to himſelf. His taking his bow ; ſhooting his 


| he arrows ; and girding his fwerd on his thigh, denotes his 
1th BY ſpirited exertion of his foul-conquering grace (e). His 
an- key of David, is his royal authority over his church, to 

of rule and correct at his pleaſure; and his inſpired word, 


whereby he opens our heart to himſelf, and opens for us 
an eſcape from every danger, and an entrance into the 
houſe eternal in the heavens (d). His ſharp fickle, is his 
unlimited and irreſiſtible power, whereby he puniſhes and 


his cuts off the nations, and gathers them to his bar, and 
pel, to their eternal ſtate (e). Does my adored Redeemer ſo 
+). reſemble a man? call him then, my foul, no more Baali; 
ik, but call him Iſhi, MY MAN, MY HUSBAND, Go thou 


ot; with this man, Hide not thyſelf from thine own fleſh. 
ſs; 3. Chriſt is called the man of God's right band (). By 
nels Wt ſolemn oath, Jzsnovan conſecrate' him to his office, 


By his infinite ſtrength he ſupports him in it. Through 
en him he manifeſts the exceeding greatneſs of his power in 
and the ſalvation of men. And to his right band he hath 
i0i- WH exalted him, to fit thereon, till he make all his enemies 
re- his footſtool. O thou Man of God, let ny life be precious 
and in thy gt. Thus ſaith my ſoul, Come down quickly ; 
%, MF be thou ever at my right hand, that I may never be 
n- WH moved bas ws ntl hill gy bowe 27. go 6 Lees 
bus, 4. Chriſt. is often, eſpecially by | himſelf, called the 
om, ;o OF MAN (g); to denote the reality of his human na- 
er- ture; his aſtoniſhing debaſement; and his amazing de- 


i. 1. (% Song iii. 9. 10. (5) Rev. vii 2. (6) Rev. vi. 2. Pfal. 
ong v. 3. . (0) Rev. ill. (e) Rev. xiv. 14. (J)] PI. 
„ $» Ixxx. 17. (2 Rev. xiv. 14 , 27 ; 
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light in it. But did God indeed dwell with man! dwelt 
in manhood upon earth! Was he indeed the carpenter's 
fon ! Was his mother called Mary! and were his bre- 
thren and ſiſters here with us! O what is this God has 
done for! has done to us! 2 85 

5. Chriſt is compared to an ntar (a). His people, 
like hairs, are rooted and grounded, and do grow up in 
him, In the purpoſe of God, they were choſen in him; 
in the new. covenant, they were repreſented by him, 
He is the great honour and beauty of, and directs, go- 
verns, and conveys nouriſhment to all his ſaints; who 
are joined to him by faith. It is his to add honour and 


_ dignity to, and to rule over his church, unite to him by 
his word, his ordinances, and miniſters. Is this Carmel- 


lite head, this lofty, pleaſant, fruitful, and all-exhibit- 
ing Immanuel; this crimſon- lile, this fin-bearing, this 
ſuffering, this royally exalted Jeſus, my one head? my 
Lord, and my God ? 

6. Chriſt is called a M DIATOR or DAYS-MAN (6), 
He is God and man in one perſon; a truly middle perſon 
between God and us. How infinitely wife ! how peace» 
ful and condeſcending! how juſt! how merciful ! how 
impartial, faithful, and well affected towards both God 
and men! Neceffarily choſen to reconcile his Father's ho- 
nour with our happineſs, he effects it by fatisfying his 
offended juſtice with his righteoufneſs and blood ; by 
flaying our enmity by his Spirit and love. If I refuſe his 
mediation, am not I infallibly left to the ſeverity of the 
broken law, and incenſed vengeance of God? Kiſs, re- 


ceive, my ſoul, the Son, leſt he be angry. Obey his 


voice ; beware of him; provoke him not. 
7. Chriſt is called a su nE TY (c). At his Father's 


call, he, from eternity, became one with us in the eye 


of the broken law. Kindly he underiook for us: in- 
fallibly he ſecured the full payment of what obedience 
and ſatis faction we owed to his Father's law and juſtice; 
Kind to aſtoniſhment, he took our whole debt upon him- 
felf, and eraſed our name from the bond: kindly he 
ſaid, If thou, Father, if thou, juſtice, admit me, let 
theſe go their way: what they owe thee, put it on mine 


) Col. i. 16. ) 1 Tim. ii. 5+ O Heb Vit. 22. 
| | account, 
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I} account. Never, my ſoul, go about to eſtabliſh thine 
's own righteouſneſs : never thus attempt to thruſt Jeſus's 
e- name from thy debt · bond, to inſert thy own : never repine, 
as that when 1 had nothing to pay, he frankly undertook 
all; and in due time gave his life a ranſom for many. 


e, 8. Chriſt is compared to a FaTHER (a), By his ſuf- 
in ferings, the travel of his ſoul; by his reſurrection from 
n; the dead; by the influence of his Spirit; by the incor- 
m, ruptible ſeed of the word; he, in our regeneration, be- 
10» gets us again to a lively hope: his image he puts on us, 


ho and calls us by his new name. By his word and Spirit 
nd he teacheth, and guides us in the way we ſhould go. By 
by his power, his angels, and miniſters, he guards and pro- 
cl» WF tes us from danger. With his robes of righteouſneſs, 
its BY and garments of ſalvation, he covers our nakedneſs, and 
his I adorns our perſon, With his fe/þ and blood, his perſon, 
my obedience, and atonement, he refreſhes and nouriſhes our 
ſoul: and for drink, he gives us his /ove, which is better 
than wine, — Thrice bleſſed Father of the fatherleſs, ſtay 
of the orphans ! when both father and mother forſake me, 
do thou take me up. | | 

9. Chriſt is called a TzsTATOR (5). In his unbound» 
ed affection to his poor kinſmen, he, as our dying Re- 
deemer, irreverſibly diſannulled our obligation to the 
broken law; and before witneſſes, before God, angels, 
and men, he, in the latter-will of his bleſſed word, ſo- 
lemnly bequeathed to us his whole fulneſs, his purchaſed 
bleſſings. With his death he confirmed ; with his name 
he ſigned; in the inſpired records he regiſtrate; in the 
ordinances of the goſpel he publiſhes; in the ſacraments 
he ſeals, his donation: himſelf, his Father, his bleſſed Spi- 
rit, are the faithful executors thereof. Search, my 
ſoul, the ſcriptures, they are the teſtament of a divine 
Father, of a bleeding Redeemer ; let them be ſweeter 
than honey to my taſte: can I without aſtoniſhment, 
without enrapturing love, without rage againſt my fins, 
his murderers, think what he there diſpones in legacy to 
me ? | | 80 | | 

10. Chriſt is compared to a BR1DEGROOM and uns- 
BAND/'(c), With his Father's conſent, he, with iofi- 


) II. ix. 6 (0) Heb. ix. 15. 16 Matth. xxv. 6 
2 Cor. Xi. 2. 


nite 
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nite wiſdom and prudence, fixed his love on finful mes. 
His friends and ſervants, the prophets, and bleſſed Bap- 
tiſt, he ſent before him to intimate his gracious deſigns, 
In the fulneſs of time, he aſſamed our nature. To pay 
our debt; to diſannul our marriage with fin, Satan, and 
the broken law; to conquer and ſlay our ſpiritual foes; 
to prepare for himſelf and us a wedding-garment of erer- 
laſting righteouſneſs ; he laid down his hfe.—ln the go- 
ſpel he demands and wooes our heart. Notwithſtanding 
of our baſe birth, our froward temper, our lothſome ap- 
pearance, our brutiſh ignorance and folly, our poverty, 
weakneſs, unworthineſs, our infamous character, and 
the affronts and injuries without number, we do him, 
he, to the endleſs admiration of angels and men, iati- 
mates his love to us, offers and preſents himſelf for our 
fpiritual huſband. Ia the promiſe he proclaims his inten» 
tion of marriage: with unmatched earneſtneſs and pa- 
tience, he invites, he intreats, he urges our heart to ac- Wi 
cept him. With the motives of our abſolute neceſlity ; WM 
of his own excellency; his high dignity ; his unfading Wl 
comelineſs ; his unſearchable riches ; his dying, his gi- Wt | 
ving, his almighty love; he enforces his ſuit. The 
love-tokens of ordinances, of common ſpiritual ope- | 
rations, being given, he, in the moment fixed by his i | 
ancient purpoſe, breaks our union to the broken cove- c 
nant, to our luſts, to Satan, and to a preſent evil world. 
With pleaſure and joy he unites, he eſpouſes us to him- i 
ſelf; he gives us an intereſt in his perſon, and all that he I © 
hath; he arrays us with the robes of his righteouſneſs MF 4 
and grace; he forgives our offences; he covers our in- 

firmiry ; and ſupplies our need. Kindly: and /prudently e 
he abides with, cheriſheth, delights in, defends, en- 
Tiches, ennobles, and favours with due direction, warn» 
ing, reproof. At laſt, with ſolemn pomp ; with ama- 
Zing joy, he tranſports us without ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing, into his celeſtial manſions,” that we may be 
ever with him, to behold' his glory, and become perfect. 
ly like him, by ſeeing him as he is. Liſten, ye children 
of men, all things are ready, come ye to the marriage. 
See that ye refuſe not him that cometh, that wooeth, from 


heaven. My beloved is mine, and I am bis, 
| C . 11. Chril 
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11. Chriſt is compared to an HEIiR, or FIRST=- 
norn (a), He is the eternal Son of God. His is the 
moſt honourable, full, and unchangeable right to his 
Father's whole property. He is the ſupport, the ho- 
nour of his family in heaven or earth. Him hath his 
Father ſolemnly infeoffed in all that he hath, and bleſſed 
him above all bleſhng and praiſe. It is his to portion 
out every creature, chiefly his ranſomed brethren and 
ſiſters of men; and out of his fulneſs do we all receive, 
and grace for grace. For ever, in all' things, let him 
have the pre-eminence. Ah! ah! that he was ſo lately 
born in my heart! | 

12. Chriſt is compared to a BROTHER (5b). He is a 
true deſcendant of Adam, and wears the ſame human 
nature with us. O how he loves! how bound, how 
ready to teach, to help,” reheve, and protect us! Nor, 


however worthy, exalted, and honourable, is he a- 


ſhamed to own his fraternal relation to us. How pleaſed 
in converſe, in fellowſhip, in familiar intimacy with us! 
He is a brother born for adver ity: in days of tribulation, 
he ſhews the molt diſtinguiſhed kindneſs ; he affords the 


molt ſpeedy and ſignal relief. Never, O Poſſeſſor of all 


fulneſs, ſhall thy bowels ſuffer me, thy baſe, thy indi- 
gent brother, to periſh for want: Jeſus, thou art he 
whom thy brethren hall praiſe ; thy Father's children 
ſhall bow down before thee, When | find thee without, 
in this evil world, let me kiſs ; let me embrace; let me 
openly avouch thee; let me bring thee to my mother's 
houſe, to the chambers of that church that concerved me, 

13. Chriſt is compared to a FRIEND (c). In no wiſe 
can his people be without him, Infinitely he loves them; 
tenderly he ſympathizes. with them, O the countleſs, 
the aſtoniſhing, the gracious words, and deeds, where- 
by he ſhews them his kindneſs! How wiſely he conſiders 
their caſe ! With his love, that thinketh no evil; with 
his imputed atonement; he covers our nakedneſs, and 


conceals our infirmity. It is not thine, adored Redeem. + 


er, to ſay; Be warmed and filled; but to give what is 
needful, even above what we can aſk or think. It is 
thine, to warn us of our danger; to reprove our miſ- 


(J Heb, i. 2. Col. i 5----18: ) Sorgviiks (9 Song 
v. 46 | 
E takes: 
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takes: ſurely thy ſmiting ſhall not break my head, but 
be a precious oil to me. It is thine, to help us in 


trouble; to turn all our bed in our ſickneſs; to comfort F 


us when caſt down. In death, and at the awful bar, it 
is thine to ſtick cloſer to us than a brother: though all 
men forſake us, yet wilt not thou, It is thine, rather 
to die for us, than to deny us in any wiſe. Thine to 
ſolve our doubts; to give us counſel in perplexity; to 
allow us frequent meſſages of thy love; to impart to us, 
the ſecrets of thy providence, thy covenant, Thine to 
delight in our, ah thrice unworthy, company. Thine, 
always to ſeek our true welfare; to be highly grieved 
when we ſlight thy favours; to count them, who hate 
us, thine enemies, and avenge them as ſuch. This it 
my beloved and my friend, O ye daughters of Feruſalem, 
Let me ſhew myſelf friendly ; mine own friend, and my 
Father's friend, my ſoul, forget, forſake thou not. 

14. Chriſt is a LAWOIVEIA (a). He gives law to 
every creature in heaven and earth. All the laws of 
inſpiration derive their origin from him. It is only his 
to enact ſtatutes of doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and 
government, for his viſible church. It is his to give us 
the law of faith, fulfilled not by doing, but by believing 
on him that juſtifieth the ungodly ; to give us the moral 
law, without an annexed ſanction of eternal life or death; 
to give us the new commandment, to love one another, 
And from regard to his authority, muſt we ranſomed o- 


bey; for though dead to the /aw as a covenant, we are | 


not without law to God, but under the law to Chriſt, 
O Jeſus, how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the 
day. > 
15. Chriſt is called a KING (5). As God he has a 
natural right to rule over all; as Mediator, he has given 
to him all power in heaven and on earth. It is his to 
preſcribe rules for his kingdom of the church, and ſee to 
the execution thereof, It is his to ere, maintain, and 
order his kingdom: his to ſubdue to himſelf, to pardon, 
to rule, honour, reward, and protect, his people; and 
to obſerye,. reſtrain, conquer, and puniſh his, and their 
enemies, as is good in his fight, In his hands is the 


(o) Rev. ix. 21. (/) Pfal, cu. 5, Rev. xv. 3. and xix. 16. 
power 
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power and diſpoſal of our life and death, ſpiritual, tem- 


poral, or eternal, His ſpecial 4ingdom is the church 


vilible and inviſible, militant or triumphant. His palace 
is the celeſtial manſions, the goſpel-church ;. nay, every 
ſanctiſied heart. The new eovenant, the true church, 


| the ordinances of the goſpel, are his royal chariot and bed 


of ſtate. The Father's right hand, the airy clouds, the 
ordinances of his worſhip, the hearts of his people, are 
his ſtately throne. The oracles of inſpiration, are his uſe- 


fol, his unblemiſhed, his binding /aws, The promiſes 


and threatenings, with the execution thereof, are his 
golden and iron ſceptre, whereby he manifeſts his favour 
and wrath, The Holy Ghoſt is his royal ſeal, which 
diſtinctly marks and ſecures what is his. The high dig- 
nity, the amazing glory, the-various offices beſtowed on 
him by his Father, the honours aſcribed to him by his 
mother the church, are his everlaſting, his go/den, his 


many crowns. The ſervice of every creature, the praiſes - 


of angels and men, are his revenue royal. Goſpel mi- 
niſters are his watchmen, deputies, ambaſſadors, he- 
ralds, Every creature, chiefly angels and faints, are 
his army and honorary guard, Truly, O Jeſus, many 
kings have done virtuouſly, but thou excelleſt them all, 


It is thine to form thy ſubjects in creation; to make them 


anew in regeneration ; to need nothing from them; to 
be anointed by God himſelf ; to poſſeſs an univerſal do- 
miniog., Thine to be infinitely wiſe, mighty, merciful, 
patient, peaceful, honourable, unchangeable, immortal, 


Have I, my ſoul, ſeen this King in bis beauty! Have I 


beheld his goings in the ſanttuary ? Have | felt his power- 
ful voice, and mighty arm in my heart? Do I think, do 
L /peak of the things that concern the King? Is my tongue 
as the pen of a ready writer ? | 
16, Chriſt is a counsELLOR (a), O his infinite digs 
nity, wiſdom, and prudence! He is the high favourite 
of Heaven; entirely acquainted with all the divine ſe- 
crets, Nor is any thing tranſacted by his Father, with- 


out his expreſs concurrence. In harmonious concert, 


with his adored Father, and bleſſed Spirit, he deviſed, 
he fixed, the whole plan of our redemption, and every 
concern thereof, without ever neediog aſſiſtance from 


(9) If. ix. 6. 
E 2 the 
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the wiſdom of creatures. His whole conduct is infinite» 
ly reaſonable, and wiſe in itſelf, though oft dark and 
myſterious to created, chiefly to carnal reaſon. It is 
thine, O-feſus, to adviſe and direct us. in every hard 
and intricate caſe ; to acquaint us ſavingly with the laws, 
the ſtatutes,” the goſpel- edicts, of Heaven. Thine to 
ſhew us the weakneſs or validity of our claim, and of 
our evidence of right to the inheritance above. Thine 
to manage every important concern of our ſpiritual mar- 
Tiage, our peace, or proſperity, to thy honour, and 
our endleſs advantage. Shall The the Lord, that gave 
me counſel, and made my reins to inſtruct me, in the 
ſecret watches of the night! 

17. Chriſt is repreſented by the paixce in Ezekiel's 
laſt viſions (2). By his own righteouſneſs, and as the 
ſorereign head of the church, he alone enters into the 
temple, the preſence of God. Extenſive is his dominion, 
and redoubled his glory in heaven and earth. Under 
his evangelic, his millennial reign, magiſtrates, mini- 
ſters, and people, do juſtice; work righteouſneſs; and 
cheerfully exert themſelves, and their ſubſtance, to pro- 
mote his honour. It is his to bear the whole expence of 
offerings for his choſen ſubjects. His to offer himſelf an 
atoning ſacrifice ; and to enable them to offer their perſons 
and ſervice, living and acceptable ſacrifices to God, His 
to cauſe his own perſon, ſacrifice, and fulneſs, to be duly 
exhibited, and ſpiritually received on every proper, and 
ſolemn occaſion. - He is ever in the mid/? of his people, 
to protect them from every foe; ſympathize with them 
in every trouble; ſupply them with every neceſſary grace; 
aſhſt them in every holy ſervice; and to be conſtantly 
ſeen and enjoyed by them, He goes in with them, to 
the throne of grace, to introduce and preſent their peti- 
tions; in to the houſe of God, to lead them into green 
paſtures; into the ſearch of their hearts, to ſhew them 
what and whoſe they are. He goes out with them, from 
_ ordinances, to give them his Spirit, to bring to their 
remembrance what he ſaid to them; to preſerve them 
from an evil world, and keep them from falling: and to 
ge out with them at death, to uſher them into the inhe- 


(a) Ezek. xliv. 1,---3. and xlv. 7---- 25. and xlvi- 1——1 8. 
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ritance of the ſaints in light, Whatever he beſtows, is 
out of his own immenſe fulneſs. What is given to ſla- 
viſh and formal profeſfors, he ſhall in wrath take from 
them. What is beſtowed on his genuine children, ſhall 
abide with them for ever, . 

18. Chriſt is compared to an Au BAsSsADOR (a). In 
the name of Jenovan, the great King, whoſe name is 
dreadſul among the Heathen, he came perſonally in the 
fleſh; and in the goſpel, ſtill comes ſpiritually, to our 
world, With infinite wiſdom, untainted faithfulneſs, 
unſpotted integiity, and tender affection to God, and to 
men, he ſolemaly propoſes the terms, lays the foun- 
dation of, and completes the bleſſed treaty of everlaſting - 
peace and friendſhip; of ſpiritual marriage and traffic, 
between his almighty Father, and us ſinful, rebellious, 
and ruined men. Think, my ſoul, how it grieves him, 
when his propoſals are {lighted ! how he leaves the de- 
ſpiſers to wonder and periſh under the fury of his Fa- 
ther's juſt vengeance ! to whom. at the end he will de- 
liver up the kingdom, and render an exact account of his 
management and ſucceſs. If this ambaſſador of peace 
weep bitterly; if by tears, by grones, by blood, by 
death, he beſeech me to be reconciled unto God; O my 
ſoul. beware of him; obey his voice; provoke him not 
he will not pardon my wilfal, my final, tranſgreſſions; 
for the Father's name is in him, | 

19. Chriſt is a jJuDGE (5b). In his Father's name and 
authority, he, with unhmited wiſdom, impartial equity, 
almighty power, and undaunted courage, maintains the 
honour of the divine law, and the peace and order of his 
ſubjects. By paſſing and executing proper and ſzaſon- 
able ſentences, he renders himſelf infaitely terrible to 
offenders, It is his to recogniſe every man's deeds, and 
to reward or revenge, as they are good, or bad. Now, 
every conſcience, every church ruler, is deputy under 
him, At the laſt day, every man, every apoſtate angel, 
ſhall be publicly ſiſted at his decifive tribunal, By the 
teſtimony of God, and of their conſcience, ſhall he fully 
evince ; and opealy (hall he declare, what they have been, 


(1) IC. xlix. 3----8. 2 Cor: v. 18-20, II. lik 13-15. : 
() John v. 24+ 2 Tim. iv. 8. ng 
E 3 or 
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or done. According to his righteous law ſhall he pre- 
nounce and execute their ſentence, diſmiſſing the wick- 
ed into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous inte 
life eternal. Meditate terror, you obſtinate tranſgreſſors, 
_ behold, he cometh with clouds ; and every eye ſhall ſee him, 
they alſo which pierced him; and all the wicked kindreds 
of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. Now, xow, is 
the accepted time; now, is the day of ſalvation : now, 
embrace him as your offered, your allſufficient Saviour; 
ſo ſhall you be for ever delivered from him, as your angry 
Judge. If this you negle&, how ſhall you abide the day 
of his coming in flaming fire, to take vengeance on all 
them that know not God, and who obey not the goſpel ? 
Lift up thine head, my ſoul; none elſe is judge but 
Chriſt. Will he, who bare my ſins, plead againſt me iir 
judgment? No ; but he will put ſtrengtb in me. I know: 
in whom I have believed; and that he is able to keep that 
ſalvation of my ſoul, which have committed to him, a- 
gainſft that day. . 
20. Chriſt is an apvecarTE (a). According to his Fa- 
ther's appointment, he openly invites ſinful men, parti- 
cularly his children, to commit their ſpiritual cauſes into- 
his hand. Kindly freely, readily, and often undeſired, 
he undertakes them, as far as equity permits, With in- 
finite (kill, integrity, faithfulneſs, boldneſs, care, and 
ſucceſs, he pleads them at his Father's bar, maugre all 
that a broken law, a malicious devil, or guilty con- 
ſcience, can alledge to oppoſe him. Inſiſſ ing on the un- 
anſwerable plea, of his finiſhed righteouſneſs, of his own- 
and his Father's honour, love, promiſe, his interceſhon- 
alway prevails, - obtains the gracious pardon of every 
crime, the full claim to, and perfect poſſeſhon of that 
grace; that glory allowed and eſtabliſhed by the laws of 
the new covenant. Hail, my ſoul, Jeſus is able to ſave 
me to the uttermeſi ; ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion for me. ; | 
21. Chrift is the cayTain of ſalvation (ö). By his 
Father's commandment, he, in the diſplay of his ho- 
nour, his valour, his wiſdom, faithfulneſs, and ſtrength,- 
cheerfully, openly, and boldly proclaims war with fin, 


ff? 2 Jebn ii. 1. () eb. ii. 10. Rev. xx 12-21, | M. Iv. 4. 
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datan, and a carnal world. Armed with zeal, with righ- 
teouſneſs, with power and wrath, he, in his incarnation, 
his death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, his fpiritual and ſe- 
cond coming, fights with, conquers, and ſpoils them 
enriching his friends with the prey. It is thine, O Jeſus, 
with the ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
with the goſpel-arrows, of deep conviction, of ſaving il- 
lumination and heart-melting influence? to ſubdue thy 
people, and make them willing in the day of thy power. 
It is thine, to cauſe them enliſt under thy banner, and 
take hold of thy covenant. Thine to teach their hands 
to war, and their fingers to fight, with principalities, 
powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places; and to 
mortify the deeds of the body, and cruciſy the fleſh, that 
they may live, Thine to array them with the military 
robes of thy righteouſneſs and grace, and to equip them 
with the whole armour of God, It 1s thine to appoint 
each his particular ſtation and work, and dire& them to 
watch, march, attack, or retreat; to wetch againſt 
temptation ; lat again the fleſh; reſiſt the devil; or 
flee youthful luſts. It is thine to encourage their heart, 
ö with the hopes of victory, and of an exceeding great re- 
| ward, Thine to provide their ſpiritual proviſion ; to ſhew 

Nl them: the enemy; prudently diſcover their force, and 
F point out their ftratagems, Thine to protect from 
|: the fiery darts of the devil, and keep from evil, that it 
may not grieve them. Thine to lead on to the attacks; 
0 and to ſucceed, prefer, reward, or correct, as is good in 
* thy ſight. It is thine to purchaſe, to beſtow, to pro- 
N mote, and maintain our everlaſting ſalvation; and to pu- 
3 niſh with unſupportable ruin, ſuch as refuſe thy terms of 
8 
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peace, or decline to enliſt in thy bands. In all my ſpi- 

ritual warfare, let me ſet the Lord continually before me: 

let me ſtand (till, and ſee his ſalvation ; /o/low after him, 

' only to ſpoil. | (9/71 044 nig 

22. Chriſt is a LEADER and Gui (2). By his divine 

5 providence he directs all things. In the wilderneſs of a 
natural (tate, and of a preſent evil world; he meets with | 


. his choſen, In their regeneration, he converts them from 
5 the error of their way; makes them to enter in at the 33 
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ſtrait gate; and brings them into himſelf, the way that 
leadeth unto life. He abides with, comforts, aſſiſts, goes 
before, and ſhews a pattern to them; and by his word 
and Spirit directs them in every caſe, till they enter into 
the joy of their Lord. Rejoice, my ſoul, in a way that 
is right, he ſhall guide me: thy way to him commit ; 
he ſhall bring it to paſs : with him I thall walk, and net 
be weary ; I ſhall run, and not be faint. 

23. Chriſt is called a yxoyPHET and TEACHER (a), 
In conſequence of divine appointment and furniture for 
his work, he, by his word and Spirit, faithfully and 
infallibly reveals to men his Father's will; chiefly, what 
relates to their future ſtate, and the way to it. Unbound- 
ed, and exact, is his knowledge of the divine mind. It 
is his to have compaſſion on the ignorant, and on them that 
are out of the way ; with aſtoniſhing patience and care 
freely to teach them the myſteries of the kingdom, It is 
his to inform his people; how to cleanſe themſelves from 
iniquity. How to avert divine judgments ; how to war 
with their ſpiritual foes, and to aſſure them of ſucceſs 

therein. His to ſolve all their doubts; and ſpeak a word 
in ſeaſon to them that are weary, It is his to confirm: his 
miſhon with miracles, obvious to the world ; and with 
almighty influence, felt by the heart. His to appoint and 
qualify every true teacher in his church. And ah the fearful 
doom, that awaits ſuch as negle& to attend his inſtruc- 
tions ! O ye ſons of men, whether you hear, or whether 
you forbear, you ſhall know that a prophet was among 
you ! God forbid that our Prophet ſhould be without 
honour in his own country. | 

24. Chriſt is the iNTERPRETER, one among a thou- 
fand (b). To his children he explains the ſecrets of 
his cove ant; the myſteries of his word; the deeps 
of his nature, perſon, and purpoſe ; the wonders of his 
providence. By him they are made to underſtand, when, 
and what, the Lord ſpeaks to them; and taught to ex- 
preſs the language of heaven in prayer, praiſe, and holy 
conference, When, O- Jeſus, wilt thou privately explain 
evgry parable to me: When wilt thou unteach me this 
Aſhdod-like jar gon of carnal and unknown words? and 
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turn to me a pure language? O when ſhall this Babel - like 
ſtrife about words entirely ceaſe; and men ſerve the name 
of the Lord with one conſent ! | | | 

25. Chriſt is called the faith/ul and true witTNEss (2). 
Divinely called, ke, with the utmoſt fidelity and clear- 
neſs, declares-to men the whole truth of God, neceſſary 
to be known, and nothing elſe. Solemnly he confirmed 
it, by his own-and his prophets and apoſtles miracles, 
almoſt innumerable. Solemnly he confirmed it, by his 
own ſuffering and death, Solemnly he confirms it, by 
his oath and ſacraments ; by the teſtimony. of his Spirit 
to the conſcience, and by the atteſting courſe of his provi- 
dence in the world, And according to thy declarations, O 
Jeſus, ſhall we be judged at the laſt day. Shall 1 
reject the atteſted promiſes of God? My ſoul, doſt thou 
pow believe? 5 6 

26. Chriſt is called the arosTLE, or miſſionary 
of our profeſſion (b). Solemnly has God called thee, O Re- 
deemer ; and wonderfully hath he qualified thee, to 
make a clear, complete, and infallible revelation of his 
will to men, as the ſtandard and rule of their religious 
profeſſion, It is truly thine to confirm thy miſhon and 
doctrine with miracles benevolent, great, and many; to 
confer- the Holy Gholt, by laying on of thy hands; to 
be equally concerned with all the churches ; and to be 
properly ſucceeded by none in thy office. Thine to frame, 
to found, and order the goſpel-church ; and to be the 
author, matter, and end, of our whole Chriſtianity, -My 
ſoul, conſider him; let him be thy meditation all 


the day, | 


27. Chriſt is called a p1sHoy, overſeer, and Mi- 
STER (e). For the welfare of his church, he overſees, 
watches over, preaches the goſpel to, inſtructs, governs, 
and intercedes for, his people. He is the b;/hop of ſouls ; 
he ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins ; he inſtructs, 
governs, and corrects, the ſouls of men; nor does a 
viſible profeſſion, but real inward grace, conſtitute any 
the ſheep of his paſture, He is called the miniſter of 
she ſanctuary. How near he approaches to God! inter- 
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cedes in the holy place above! and at laſt will for ever 

remain the only miniſter of the church, He is called 

the minifler of the circumciſien, In his debaſed ſtate he 

Preached to few but circumciſed Jews.— Am I returned 
to this ſhepherd arid biſhop of ſouls Am of the true 
#ircumciſien, which worſhip God in the ſpirit, rejoice 

in Chriſt Jeſus, and have ne confidence in the fleſh ? 

28. Chriſt is called a yx1tsT (a). Taken from among 
men, with reſpect to his humanity, he is ſolemnly called 
God, and furniſhed with all neceſſary gifts and grace, 
to give himſelf a ſacrifice of infinite value, to ſatisſy 
divine juſtice, and reconcile us to God; and to make 
continual interceſſion for us. His golden altar, is himſelf, 
his own precions and divine nature. The uch incenſe, 
where with he offers up the prayers of all ſaints to God, is his 
own merits and interceſhon. His taking fire from the altar, 
er from betweenthe cherubims, and caſting it on the 
_ earth, imports that the contempt of his perſon and finiſhed 

righteouſneſs, is the great cauſe of vengeance ; and he 
has the management of all the fiery judgments of God 
ſent upon apoſtate churches, He is made pricft with an oath: 
for his encouragement, and for our comfort and ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, in the faith of his righteouſneſs and interceſhon, 

God hath, in the moſt ſolemn way, aſcertained the eternal 

duration of his prieſthood. He is a prieft of good things 

to come : his purchaſe and interceſſion chiefly relate to 
the good things, the ſpiritual privileges enjoyed in the 
evangelic andeternal ſtate of the church, He is the high 

-prieft of our profeſſion, our only Mediator, whoſe ſacrifice 
and interceſhon is the whole ſum and ſubſtance of the 
goſpel, 

29. Chriſt is called the BREAK ER that is gone wh (ö). 
In the greatneſs of his wiſdom and power, he, in the 
council of peace, came ur, and engaged for us. In his in- 
carnation, he came ve, and — our nature In 
his life, in his death, he came or, and obeyed the law, 
and ſatisfied the juſtice of God in our ſtead. In his re- 
ſurrection, in his aſcenſion, he went ur, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of everlaſting felicity in our name, In his inter- 
ceſſion, he ſtands uy as our advocate, to appear in the 
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preſence of God for us. At laſt he will break through, 


and come in the clouds. Even now, he breaks through 

and comes ve, in the offer and application of his grace. 

Having, through manifold impaſſable-like paths, broken up 

a new and living way to eternal happineſs, he breaks 

the head of Satan, by deſtroying his power: breaks off 
our chains of darkneſs; removes our guilt and corruption; 
brings us out of our ſpiritual priſon of blindneſs and bon- 

dage. By conviction and illumination, he breats up 

the fallow-ground of our heart. By the almighty influence 

of his love, he Met the power of our enmity and rebellion, 

With heavy chaſtiſements, he often breaks the ſpirits of 

his people. And with unrelenting ſtrokes and ceaſeleſs 

ſtorms of wrath, he breaks to pieces his incorrigible foes. 

Rejoice, my ſoul, for 1 ſhall go up and paſs through; 

and the Lord on my head. Break all things as they will, 

never ſhall I be broken off from him. 

o. Chriſt is compared to a MasTER and LORD (a), 
With infinite expence, tenderneſs, ſkill, and authority, he 
erects his church; and provides for her every thing 
neceſſary. He inſtrats, admoniſhes, and corrects his 
people ;- aſhgns them their reſpective work and reward. 


lt is his to be heartily choſen, highly feared, loved, 


honoured, and ſerved with faithfulneſs, and ſingleneſs of 
heart. Let me call no man maſter ; for one is my ma- 
ſter, even Chriſt : he is my Lord: my ſoul, worſhip thou 
him, 

31. Chriſt is compared to a MIN1$TER OF STATE, a 
TREASURER, and sTEWARD (5). To him has the 
Father committed a// power in heaven and earth ; given 
him to be head over all things to the church. Into his 
hand is given all the fulneſs of grace and glory, to be 
diſtribute by him to ſinful men, according to the manner 
preſcribed in the purpoſe and covenant of God. On him 
the happineſs of creation, chiefly of his body the church, 
doth depend: and to him we muſt apply in every time of 
need. With infinite prudence, with unſpotted fidelity, 


- he manages, and diſpenſes every thing committed to his 


charge, In the end he ſhall render to God, an honourable 


(a) John xiii. 13. (0% John ii. 35- Col. & 19. Pal. 
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account of it; and be rewarded with everlaſting glory 
and greatneſs. My ſoul, caſt all thy care upon him ; for 
be: careth for thee; and will give thee thy portion in 
due ſeaſon, ; 

32. Chriſt has the KEY or David (a). He openeth, 
and no man ſhutteth ; and ſhutteth, and no man openeth, 
His is the key of knowledge ; he knows all his people's 
perſons, caſes, and cares : he underſtands the ſcriptures, 
and appoints others to explain them. His is the key of 
authority, and government in his church; he fixeth ordi- 
nances, beſtows gifts, and diſpenſes bleſſings as he plea- 
ſeth. Maugre all oppoſition, he opens the ſcripture; 
ſpreads the light and knowledge thereof: he opens a'door 
of opportunity to preach the goſpel, and gives miniſters a 
door-of utterance therein ; and opens the heart to receive 
the ingrafted word, to the ſaving of the ſoul. It is his 
to open the door of the church, and admit his choſen 
| ſheep, adding daily ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, His to open 
the door of beaven by his blood, and bring his ſaints in- 
to that glorious palace. Notwithſtanding of every con- 
trary attempt, it is thine, O Jeſus, to out up the ſcripture, 
and render it a ſealed book; to hut out the goſpel, by 
forbidding to preach it; to ut the heart, by giving it 
up to the power of its corruptions ; or having entered thy- 
ſelf, to hut out thy rivals in hell or in earth; and at 
laſt to ſhut the gates of happineſs againſt thine obſtinate 
deſpiſers. It is his to ut up men in trouble, ſpiritual 
or temporal; and to relieve them therefrom, at his 
pleaſure. O bring my ſoul out of priſon, that I may 
glorify thy name. Shut be my heart to every tempta- 
tion; to every vanity ; to every luſt, 

33. Chriſt is compared to an HU8BANDMAN, or maſter 
of a field, or vineyard. (6). With the ineſtimable 
price of his blood, he purchaſed the field, the vineyard 
of his church, He hedges it about with diſcipline and 
government. Every one in, or about it, he places in his 
proper ſtation. All his people, chiefly, his miniſters, he 
appoints to labour in, and watch over it. By convictions 
he digs, and ploughs it. By goſpel offers and gracious in- 
fluences, he fattens it. With his full flood of divine 
+ 
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doctrines, and ſpiritdal grace, he waters it. By cutting 
off unruly profeſſors, by death, or by church-cenſure ; 
by purging out unruly luſts, and irregular practices; 
by means of ſanctiſied afflictions, good laws, and gracious 
influence, he prunes, and weeds it, With infinite pleaſure 
he reviews, walks in, watches over it, and patiently 
waits for the fruit of it. His ripe ſaints he cuts down, 


tranſports them to his celeſtial barns, and ſtore-houſe; 


while he caſts the wicked tares into unguenchable fire. — 
The chief honour of the whole management, he claims 
for himſelf; but allows a proportionate reward to his 
miniſters, his people. Be thou, my ſoul, the vineyard. 
of the Lord of hoſts; and be my graces his pleaſant 


plants. 


34. Chriſt is compared to a zower (a). Wich in- 
finite care and ſkill he caſts abroad the gool ſeed of his 
word in the viſible church, Partly it falls upon inattentive 
ſinners, who, like the way /ide, giveit no reception, not 
ſo much as into their memory and judgment : part of it 
among thorns, upon ſinners under the power of carnal 
cares, which choke and render it unfruitful : part of it 
upon ſtony ground, upon obdurate and hard hearted 


ſinners, who, though at firſt ſomewhat affected, quickly 


wither and return to their wonted unconcern: part of 
it upon goed ground, upon renewed hearts, which in 


-different degrees, bring forth abundant fruits of righteouſ- 


neſs, to the praiſe and glory of God. After ploughing 
our heart by conviction and trouble, it is thine, O Jeſus, 
to caſt into it, the good ſeed of thy grace; thine by 
repeated influence to water, and harrow the ſoil,— Juſtly 
doſt thou call, and look for our precious fruits ; juſtly 
doſt thou reckon thyſelf honoured, when evangelic 
truths, gracious influences, and ſpecial providences, make 
us to abound in the work of the Lord. —O thy long- 
ſuffering patience, and kind waiting for our repentance ! 
— Burt ah the vengeance that ſhall at laſt overtake ſuch 
as are obſtinate and barrea! Alas! what tares of hypo- 
crites, Satan ſows in thy church! What tares of ſinful 
inclinations and practices are in our heart and life! But 
we look for a time when theſe diſſemblers ſhall be utterly 


(Matth. xiii. 3.---8. 24-532 
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deſlroyed,—Haſten, my ſoul, unto the coming of this day 
of God. | 

35. Chriſt is compared to a $HEPHERD (a). Him 
the Father hath appointed to overſee his people, the 
flock of his paſture, to ſeek and ſave them when loſt. 
In the wilderneſs of a natural ſtate, on the mountains of 
vanity and guilt, he ſeeks them out, follows after, and 
apprehends them by the word, and power of his grace: 
with joy and gladneſs, he lays them on the ſhoulder of 
his almighty love ; bears them intoa new covenaat ſtate ; 
carries them through a preſent evil world ; and, notwith- 
ſanding of weakneſs and frowardneſs, bears them at laſt 


to his heavenly fold. Exact, O Saviour, is thy knowledge 


of them, in their perſons,. their ſtate, and caſe. It is 
thine, to mark the ſheep of the outer paſture, thy viſible 
church, with a ſemblance of ſanctity; theſe of the inner, 
the inviſible church, with thy real image and Spirit in the 
hidden man of their heart, Thine to feed them with 
knewledge and underſtanding, upon the green paſtures 
of thy perſon, thy relations, covenant, righteouſneſs, and 
love. Thine to preſerve them from the unwholeſome 
paſtures cf falſe doctrine, ſinful corruption, and carnal care, 
Thine to gather the weak lambs with thy arms, and 
carry them in thy boſom ; and gently tg Jead thoſe who 


are burdened in ſpirit, and are with young ; concerned to 


convert others to thy way. Thine to gather thy choſen 
into the fold of the viſible church, = of intimate near- 
neſs to thyſelf, In the ſcorching noontide of perſecution, 
of temptation, or of prevalent corruption, it is thine 
to give them reſt under the ſhadow of thy powerful 
protection and Iove; to cauſe them lie down in the 
green paſtures, and beſide the Hill waters, of refreſhful 


ordinances, redeeming kindneſs, and gracious influence, 


By expoling, by giving thy life for them; by applying thy 


righteouſneſs; and by exerting thy providence, in their de- 


fence, it is thine to helle them from every ſtorm ; to ſaye 


— 
* 


them from every devourer; and preſerve them from deſtruc- 
tion: it is thine, tenderly, and with infinite exaAneſs, to ob- 
ferve theit condition, watch over and keep them, that none 
may ever be loſt: thine to fellow after, and by power 


* 
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pluck them out of every fearful pit, and miry clay, and 


waſh from their ſilthineſs in the ſtreams of thy blood, 


thy Spirit, It is thine, to heal their grievous, their un- 
numbered diſeaſes ; to reſtõr̃ẽ their ſoul when faint; and 
lead them in a way that is right. By church-cenſure, he 
now ſeparates the infected with ſcandal, that the reſt be 
not partakers in their ſins, or their plagues : at laſt he 
will fully ſeparate the goats, the unclean, and preſent the 
reſidue before God, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing. The Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne ſhall 
for ever_feed them in a good paſture; unto fountains of 
living water ſhall he guide them. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
ſoul, that he brought again from the dead, the great 
Shepherd of the ſheep, by the finiſhed price of our tedemp- 
tion, the blood of the everlaſting covenant. 

36. Chriſt is compared to a_yraysician (a). Him 
the Father hath ſent, ſealed, and furniſhed, to heal our 
ſpiritual ailments, Eyery man, whoſe ſoul is affected 
with the blindneſs of ignorance, the deafneſs of ſpiritual 
unconcern, the fever of concupiſcence, the jaundice of 
malice, the ſwelling tympany of pride, the vertigo of in- 
conſtancy, the quinzy of curſing and blaſphemy, thy 
dropſy of covetouſneſs, the pally of ſtupidity, the pleuriſy 
of envy, the rheumatiſm of diſconteat, the delirium of 
conſtant levity, the moonſtrack madneſs of paſſion and 
rage; or with legality, unbelief, hardneſs of heart, the 
temptations of Satan, the ſtings of conſcience, or any 
other plague, has full warrant to apply to him for a cure. 
In the word of the everlaſting goſpel he exhibits his ſign, 
publiſhes his all comprehending ſkill, and the unfailing 
efficacy of his preſcriptions. Fully he underſtands our 
diſtempers, and their proper, their infallible, remedy, 
By day, or night, infinite is his readineſs, to viſit tne }. 
diſtreſſed! how he rides on cherubs, on wings of everlaſt- 
ing love, to attend them! O his infinite concern for the 
welfare of his patients ! All of them poor and needy, he 
heals without money, and without price, How oft, while 
inſenſibility, ſelf-naughtineſs, unbelieving fear, andſhame, 
reſtrain us from calling him, comes he of his own accord, 
and faith to our ſoul, Wilt thou not be made whole ? 
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the large aſſortment of his ſpiritual medicines, contained, 
in the promiſes of the new covenant! When he applies 
them, how thoroughly he examines our caſe, not that he, 
but that we, may know it ! How thoroughly he ſearches 
our wounds, by convictions and trouble! The poiſonous 
morſels we had ſwallowed, he makes us by penitent 
grief to vomit up: our ſinful, our inward filth, he 
purgeth away. Every means of cure he applies in its 
Proper order and time, Tenderly he binds up our painful. 
wounds; and by his promiſe applies his blood, his righ- 
teouſneſs, and grace to our ſoul, To prevent, or recover 
from, fainting fear and deſpondency, he pours out his 
Spirit, ſheds abroad his encouraging, ſupporting, and 
Tefreſhful love in our heart, by the Holy Ghoſt. How 
oft he viſits ! how kindly he ſympathizes with us in our 
affliction! How greatly he rejoices in our recovery! 
How wiſely he preſcribes ſuch ſpiritual exerciſe and 
diet, as infallibly tend to reſtore and promote our inward 
health! Nor do any ever periſh under his hand, —ls he 
the Lord my God, that healeth me? My all-diſeaſed ſoul, 
what wouldſt thou, that Chriſt ſhould do unto thee ? 

37. Chriſt is the ſpiritual MRA WORKER (3) “. 
Such” as were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, he raiſeth 
to ſpiritual. and everlaſting life. To the b/izd and 
ignorant he gives ſaving inſtruction, The deaf, the ſtu- 
pid, he cauſeth to hear his melting, his ſtill, his ſmall, 

his goſpel- voice. The dumb, he enables to expreſs them- 
- ſelves in prayer and praiſe. He cleanſes from the /eprofy of 
indwelling fin. The goſpel of peace, the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation, he preaches to ſinful men, poor, wretched, miſerable, 
blind, and naked. In conſequence of our happy marriage 
with him, he turns our water of adverſity into comfort and 
7 uſefulneſs ; he ſweetens it, enables to rejoice in it, and 
{ cauſeth it work for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
| nal weight of glory. The Jewiſh confined and carnal ſacri- 
/ (9) Matth. xi. 5- John ij. 1. — 19. Matth. xxi. 12. John iv. 
44 Mark i. 21.— 46. Luke viii. 42.--44 John v. 5.9. 
| Mark iid 5. Luke viii. 49:---55. and vii. 11---17- John xi. 
39----44 John ix. Mark viii. 22.---26. . Matth xx. 34 Matth. 
vin. 24.33. Mark v. 1---20. Matth. xiv. and xv. Matth. 
ij. 5. 13. and xv. 2I- --28. Luke xxii 50. 53. Matth. xxi. 
19. Luke v. 1.---10. John xxl. 6. 
| * It is here ſuppoſed, Chriſt's real outward miracles were 
5 ewblems of his ſpiritual work. | 4 
| "MOD ; 
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ices, he threw out of his church, and made her a ſancti 


fied houſe of prayer for all people. Many Gentile finners, © 
many Romaa ſubjects, notwithſtanding of their aſtoniſn- 
ing ignorance and unbelief, he reſtored to everlaſting life, 
Satan he ejects from our heart. By a word, a touch, 
of his power, he cures our ſpiritual fever, our long-run- 
ning i/ues, our aged impotency; and determines us when 
healed, to honour him with the beſt that we have, and 
to ſpread abroad the good ſavour of his fame. Along with 
his command, he enables the withered to ſtretch out the 
hand of faith for a cure. Such as are not only ſpiritually 
dead, but by repeated acts of horrid tranſgreſſions, ſeem- 
ingly deſperate; or by long cuſtom, ſtinking and utterly 
Jothſome in luſt, he reſtores to eternal life; and makes the 
diſtinguiſhed tranſgreſſors the chief of his ſaints, By 
deſpiſed ordinances and promiſes; by conviction of our 
blindneſs; by the waſhing ofhis blood and Spirit, he opens 
our blind underſtanding : gradually he increaſes our ſpiri- 
tual knowledge, till we ſee every thing clearly in the 
immediate viſion of God. The enraged, the torn by Satan, 
he kindly delivers, and makes ſound in the faith, The 
ſtorms of trouble, outward or inward, his word changes 
into a calm of peace. By a few debaſed apoſtles, he nou- 
riſhed the ſouls of fioners unnumbered in the wilderneſs of 
the people: by a few deſpiſed truths, he nouriſhes his 
people in this wildernefs-world, without diminiſhing the 
virtue thereof: nay, the more of his proviſion we receive, 
the more we behold to remain, How ready to do any 
thing expected by a vigorous, a couragious faith! How 
many of his betrayers and murderers, did he heal by his 
ſaving touch! How fearfully, amid their lazy, their 
fair pretences to holineſs, did he curſe the Jewiſh church 
into barrenneſs; and quickly after his aſcenſton, make 
them to wither away But witneſs, ye apoſtles, when 
you caſt the goſpel net on the right, on the New FTeſtameat 


fide of the church, what thouſands of ſouls were caught 


init! Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent 
things; this is known in all the earth. Ii any thing too 
hard for the Lord? 0 

38. Chriſt is compared to a MERCHANT (a). Infinite 
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is his aſſortment of all neceflary and uſeful bleſſings, 
temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, In the goſpel he 
Publiſhes his fulneſs, and gracious terms of ſale, How 
there he conſtantly exhibits his manifold bleſſings, to 
attract our affection, and excite our ſouls to buy; to 
receive them as the free, the unſpeakable, the offered 
' gift of God, without money and without price, without 
T1ghteouſneſs preſent ; and without engaging to render 
a requital | How earneſt his invitations ! How enrap- 
tured his joy, when numbers apply for his benefits, and 
| humbly ſubmit to his terms of grace! How grieved, 
when we will have none of him! will not come to him, 
that we may have life! How diſpleaſed, when, by pre- 
ſenting our baſe, our counterfeit, our ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
we aver that his gifts may be purchaſed with our money; 
and try to raiſe his price !—Alway he underſtands the 
whole ſtate of his affairs; what bleſſings he has on hand; 
who are his merchants; and what debts they owe: and 
at the laſt day, ſhall he call every man to an account. 
Trade with him, my ſoul, for thy God, thy glory, and 
thy all in all. | 

39. Chriſt is compared to a REFINER (z). Finding 
his choſen in a ſtate of corruption and miſery, he breaks 
them with the hammer of his word, melts them in the 
furnace of a fiery law, of fiery troubles, eſpecially, of his 
Jove contained in the promiſe. and ſhed abroad in their 
heart by the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of burning. Thus he 


purges away their coriupt droſs, and nothicg more; and. 


forms them into glorious veſſels of eternal mercy, and 
happineſs. By perſecution, and cenſure, he purges his 
church from ſcandalous and naughty perſons, till at laſt 


he preſent her before God without droſs, without ſpot, 


or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. Blefled Refiner, O when 
wilt thou purge away all my droits, and take away all 
my tin! 

40. Chriſt is compared to a BvILDER (5). Upon the 
f.undaiion of his infigite love, he, with his everlaſting 
Father, and acored Spiiit, laid the foundation, and 
built up the whole {irutture of his new covenant, and of our 


ſalvation by it. The fabric of his human nature he 


(4 Mal. ili. 2. 3. ( Zech. vi 13. 1 
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built up, in aſſuming it: this temple being deſtroyed by 
death; riſing from the dead, he reared it up in three 
days. By his birth, his life, his death, his reſurrection, 
his aſcenſion, interceſhon, and ſecond coming; by his 
word, ordinances, and influences, be builds up the church 
and temple of God. On his marvellous perſon he founds 
it: with his blood, grace, and truth, he cements it: 
myſteriouſly he connects all the parts and concerns there- 
of : according to his ancient purpoſe and plan, he frames 
l every thing relative to it. It is thipe, O Jeſus, to dig 
; us, thy choſen, out of the quarry of our natural ſtate ; 
| | to hew and form us by regenerauon and ſanRtification ; to 
s bind us to thyſelf by myſtical union; to rear up a {truc- 
. ture of grace in each of our hearts; to adorn and fuuſh 
. the work, with ſhoutings of grace, grace unto it—mercy 
b ſpall be built up for ever. . N 
| 41. Chriſt is compared to a TRAVELLER (a). In the 
greatneſs of his ſtrength, in the diſplay of his love he, 
as it were, goes about in the ordinances, and influences 
of his grace, to ſeek and ſave ſinners, even the chief; 
and to viſit his people. How oft he endures the ſaddeſt in- 
juries | By his word, his providence, and Spirit, how he 
. at the door of our heart! How wickedly how 
ſhamefully is he often reſiſted, and excluded! What 
raviſhing feaſt of ſpiritual delight, he beſſows on theſe who 
receive him! He and his Father enter in, and manifeſt 
the glory, and ſweetneſs of their perſon and love | 
42. Chriſt is compared to a $ERVANT (5). Chear- 
fully he engaged to his Father in the ſervice of our ſal- 
vation. With amazing diligence, faithfulneſs, humble con- 
deſcenſion, and ſiagle regard to his Father's honour, he 
aſſumed our nature, obeyed and ſuffered in our ſtead. By 
his word he publiſhes, by his Spicit be applies his 
purchaſed redemption to our ſoul. In all his mediatorial 
procedure, he promotes our everlaſting happineis 
glorifies his Father to the higheſt, performs the work 
he gave him to do; and ſhall receive from him, a tran- 
ſcendent, an eternal reward of perſonal glory, and a 
numerous ſeed. What, O Redeemer, ſhall I render un- 
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to thee for thy ſervice for me! Truly I am thy ſervant ; 
4 am thy ſervant : thou haſt looſed my bonds, 

43. Chriſt is called a FoxeRUNNER (2). His goings 
for us were of old from everlaſiing. With what ſwiftneſs, 
ſtrength, and courage ! with what patience, chearfulneſs 
and joy did he run the race ſet before him; go about 
doing good, healing diſeaſes, preaching the goſpel, obey- 
ing the law, and ſuffering death for us! Glorious Jeſus, 
how much more excellent than all! How haſt thou out- 
run and exceeded all! how haſt thou firſt entered into 
heaven by thy blood; and opened the gates thereof for 
us; and taken pofſ-ſhon of it in our name ! How haſt thou 
at once paved our way, and given us a complete pattern |! 
Lord, draw me; we will run after thee. Ry” 

44. Chriſtis compared to a BURDEN-BEARER (5). He 
bare our fins and the puniſhmefit thereof, in his own body 
upon the tree. He bears the care of all the churches, 
On his ſhoulders of power, mercy, and love, he bears the 
perſons of all his ſaints, and carries them ſafe to the 
manſions above : he bears their cares, in lightning their 
preſſure, and caring for them: he bears their troubles, 
in ſympathiſing with, and ſupporting under them: he 
bears their burden of ſervice, their work and labour of 
love, in performingit in, and for them, working in them 
to will, and to do, of his good pleaſure, It is thine, 
© Jeſus, to bear me up, under every preflure ; bear me 
out, againſt every oppoſition; bear me on, in the way 
of holineſs ; bear me home, to glory; and bear me in, to 
thy immediate embraces, that where thou art, I may be 
there alſo, to behold thy glory. | | 
435. Chriſt reſembles the kind samaniTan (e). Hows 

ever hated, reproached, and abuſed by our race; yet 
finding us fallen among thieviſh and murderous devils 
and corruptions, and by them rendered dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins; when neither broken, nor ceremonial, law, 
nor any thing earthly, could ſhow us the leaſt pity or 
relief; tenderly he turns aſide to us, binds up ou: wounds, 
applies the moſt effectual medicine, commands 1:.s angels 
and miniſters to take care of us, comfort, and help us 


(z) Heb. vi. 20. (0 Paal. Iv. 2. 6 Luke x. 30.37. 
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with the doctrines of his word; and promiſes to them a 
proper, an abundant reward. Bleſſed Redeemer, paſs by 
me, more than half dead; let my time be a time of love; 
and ſay. unto my Toul, Live, | 

46. Chriſt reſembles Lazazxus of the parable (a). 
In his debaſed eſtate he was exceeding poor, had no help 
but in God alone: was oppreſſed with griefs, ſorrows, 
wounds, and bruiſes. As an humbled Saviour, he was 
divinely ſent to, offered, and laid at the door of the 
ſcribes, Phariſees, and other Jews; urged on their heart 
and conſcience. Theſe rich in the conceit of their own 
righteouſneſs ; many of them rich in worldly honour and 
wealth ; and every day refreſhed and delighted with the 


view of their numerous admirers, wickedly refuſed and 


deſpiſed him, Mean while, numbers of deteſted publi- 
cans, unclean Gentiles, and notorious ſinners, affectioſl- 
ately applied his blood and ſuffering, for the nouriſh 
ment of their ſoul. In due time he died: quickly he 
roſe again: and thereafter, amid innumerable hoſts of 
angels, aſcended ro heaven. Soon after, God's flaming 
vengeance to the uttermoſt came upon his Jewiſh deſpi- 
ſers. In a bell of trouble upon earth, they were partly 
awakened, and lift up their eyes: partly convicted of 
his Meſhahfhip, they earneſtly wiſhed for further demon- 


tration thereof to themſelves, their various ſeats, and 


their brethren of the ten tribes. But notwithſtanding af 
their requeſts, and of their relation to Abraham, never 
ſhall any, but ſcripture-evidence, be allowed them. If 
you believe not this, ye children of men, neither will ye 
be perſuaded, though one roſe from the dead. 

47. Chriſt is compared to a TRAVAILING WOMAN (b), 
Ah, how dreadful the pangs, the throws, the agonies 
he underwent! How ſhocking the voice of his roaring ! 
How neceſſary this, to accompliſh and bring forth our 
everlaſting ſalvation! How comely and pleaſant the fruit 
of his travail; glory to God in the bigheſt, peace on earth, 


and goed-will towards men] No more alk, my ſoul, doth 


a man travail with child? Wherefore ſee I him with 
his hands on his loins ? But aſk, with aſtoniſhment aſk, 
doth the God man travail with child? Why, O Redeem- 
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er, ſee I thee, exceeding ſorrouſul even unto death, 4. 
mazed and very heavy? Why thy tears? thy cries? 
thine anguiſh? Was ever ſorrow like unto thy ſorrow ? 
But now thou remembereſt it no more, for joy that men- 
children are born unto God : xow, thou gelt thy ſeed, 
the travail of thy ſoul, and art ſatisfied. 

48. Chriſt reſembles a wonan with a candle fweep- 
ing an houſe, to find a loſt piece of filver (a). To ſearch 
out, and bring his choſen people to everlaſting life, he 
lights the candle of his inſpired oracles, and preached 
goſpel. Often he faveeps nations and churches, with the 
beſom of fearful calamity. He fweeps and purges places 
and perſons with the diſpenſation of his ordinances ; 
Which, through the oppoſition of men, raiſe a mighty ſtir, 
when they enter a country, or conſcience: nevertheleſs 
Jeſus continues his work, till his precious, his ranſomed 
ones, are, to the praiſe of God, the joy of angels and 
ſaints, recovered from among the reprobate world, and 
the droſs of their own corruption, Unmatched Re- 
deemer, bow haſt thou condeſcended to ſeek and ſave 


me, who was loſt ! how precious have I been in thine . 


eyes ! ſhalt not thou be infinitely precious in mine! 

49. Chriſt is compared to an tacLE (5), Uncomely 
indeed were his debaſed appearances, but infinite is his 
power; all-piercing his knowledge; unbounded his du- 
ration and age; ſpeedy his execution of his purpoſes z 
deep-rooted his enmity to Satan and his ſerpentine ſeed ; 


furious his conqueſt and deſtruction of them; powerful 


and majeſtic the voice of his word and providence; myſteri- 


ous and incomprehenſible the track of his purpoſe and work; 


royal and large his dominion over all things, eſpecially o- 


ver the houſchold of faith. It is thine, adored Immanuel, 


with ſtedfaſt and comprehenſive view, to behold the un- 
created su of Godhead: thine to inſtruct thy people, 


and enable them to apprehend it now, by faith; here- 
after, by immediate viſion, Thine to aſcend on high far 


above all heavens, principality, and power; and for ever 
fit down on the right hand of God; that, with amazing 
love and vigour, thy Spirit may deſcend to take the prey 
from the mighty; that, with amazing fury, thou mayeſt 
make thine enemies thy footſtool. It is thine to love thy 
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| | children 


mti, Or nn oa *” 7 WU *' ws A Q 


of metaphors reſpecting Chriſt. ”r 


children with an infinite, invincible love; and by kind 
application of thyſelf, to bring them into ſpiritual exiſt- 
ence, Thine to protect them in danger, and hide them 
in the munitiont of rocks ; bear them amid weakneſs; 
and, as is neceſſary, nouriſh them with thy blood. Re- 
joice, my ſoul; upon the favo wings of his word and 
providence, ſhall I, ſhall all the ranſomed eſcape from our 
enemies. With the feathers of his love, his faithfulneſs, 
his power, and protecting care, ſhall he cover us; and 
his truth ſhall be our ſhield and buckler. 

$0. Chriſt compares himſelf to a RN gathering her 
chickens under her wings (a). How boundleſs his love! 
How tender his pity and compaſhon towards his people ! 
How kindly ! how earneſtly, chiefly amid danger, he in- 
vites them to himſelf! How readily he receives, hides 
and protects them!] How tenderly he cheriſhes them in 
their weakneſs! Think, my ſoul, how, in our behalf, 
he ſubmitted to the ſword of divine juſtice, fought to the 
death with fin, Satan, and the world; and through his 
own 8 and want, ſecures our ſweet, our plentiful 
proviſion. Bluſh, ye goſpel-deſpiſers, how oft would 
the tender Jeſus have gathered you, and ye would not ! 

51, Chriſt is compared to a Lion (5), Royal is his 
power and dignity. Great his terrible majeſty, Infi- 
nitely tender, even unto death, is his love to his ſeed, 
How couragious even towards God, his boldneſs, in his 
ſuffering and interceſhon ! How narrow and unceaſing 
his obſervation of, and how fearful "his .indignation a- 
gainſt his enemies; who preſumpruouſly oppoſe, guile- 
fully diſſemble with him, wilfully hurt his intereſt, or 
wickedly injure his children! How unbounded his mercy _ 
to theſe that wholly ſubmit to bim! But thy deſpiſers, 
O Lion, ſprung of the tribe of Judah, ſhall none deliver 
out of thy hand, How full is his death, like the carcaſe 
of Samſon's lion, of honey and 1weetneſs for us! filled 
indeed with all the ſavoury, the inexhauſtible fulneſs of 
God! How effectually the ſprinkling of his blood heals 
the molt malignant gangrenes of our corruption ! How in- 


fallibly it prevents our deſtruction from theſe wild bealts, 
Satan, and an evil world! s 


(% Matth. xxiii. 37. (5) Rey. v. 54 
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52. He is compared to an ox; FATLING; FATTED 
CALF (a). How unbounded his patience ! his purity ! 
his ſtrength ! his nouriſhing fulnef, of grace and glory! 
How laborious in his work! Was not he, my ſoul, by 
bloody ſuffering, ſlaughter, and ſacrifice, prepared to be 
thy ſweet, thy wholeſome and nouriſhing food? His feſh 
#s Meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed. 

- $3. Chriſt is compared to a RoE; a. HIND, or 
HART (5). How extenſive his duration! How great his 
| love! his lovelineſs! his gentleneſs! How quick his 
Motions! How quickly he diſcerns his childrens caſe ! 
Hoy readily he hears their prayer ! How kindly he helps 
them, when they paſs through the waters of aMliction ! 
How eminently he delights in fellowſhip with them ! 
How ſpeedily, how triumphantly, he leaps over the 
mountains of diſtance. ſuffering, fin, ſeparation; and on 
the mountains of goſpel-ordinances, to do them good! 
How kindly he watches over, and cares for them, while 
young, tender, and weak! How wiſely he teacheth them 
to walk in the way of his commandments; and where to 
flee in time of danger!“ How valiantly he fights with 
their enemies in their defence! How ſtrong and irrecon- 
cileable his hatred of the old ſerpent and his ſeed! In 
his debaſed ſtate, how theſe faſtened upon and tormented 
him! In devouring them, his thirſ# was great; and 
his throat dried as a potſherd. In deſtroying them, he 
was obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs, 
Hunted, purſued with wo, from the morning to the end 
of his life, he was rendered the ſweet, the tender, the 
divinely- allowed nouriſhment of our ſoul. Nor do his 
righteouſneſs and grace ever fail to counterwork the rage 
and venom of hell. Bleſſed Hind of the morning, walt 
thou early hunted wich wrath ! curſed be my fins the 
cauſe | . 0 
54. Chriſt is the Lams (c). Infinite is his innocence, 
meekneſs, purity, patience, reſignation, lovelineſs. How 
marvellous an oblation, a ſacrifice to God ! How expo- 
ſed to the wrath of devils and wicked men ! How uſeful 
to cover our nakedneſs, with his robes of righteouſneſs, 
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and ſalvation ! and to be the ſweet, the nouriſhing, food 
of our ſoul ! He is the Lamb, which God begat, prepared, 
ſlew, raiſed up, received into glory, ſet down on his 


right hand: the Lamb, which God loves as himſelf; 


in whom his ſoul delighterh. His being in the midſt 2 
God's throne, imports his fixed reſidence, his univerſal 
influence, his equal acceſſibleneſs to all comers, and his 
having the Father's heart and eye on him continually, . 
His appearing there as he had been flain, imports, that his 
honour and interceſſion for us, is the fruit of his ſuffering, 
and reward of his death. His ſeven horns, ſignify his per- 
fect power and authority over all things, particularly in 
the /even- fold period of the New-Teſtament diſpenſation, 
for the good of his church. His even eyes, denote his 
perfect knowledge of all things, paſt, preſent, or future; 
and his perfect fulneſs of the divine Spitit in his various 
gifts and grace, to beſtow upon his miniſters and people 
on earth, Behold, my ſoul, this Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the ſin of the world. The marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and himſelf hath made me ready. Quick- 
ly, O quickly may I meet him, as @ bride adorned for 
her husband ; and ſo be for ever with the Lord! 

55. Chrift compares himſelf 10 a /carlet-coloured 
worm (a). He aſſumed our weak and earthly nature; 
he condeſcended to the deepeſt abaſement ; our ſcar/er- 
like iniquities, our crimſon crimes were imputed to, and 
laid upon him; the puniſhment thereof, the ſatisfaction 
therefor, was exacted, and he anſwered it. Ah, how 
expoſed to oppreſſion, ſuffering, deteſtation, contempt ! 
In the garden; on the croſs, how bedewed ! how red- 
dened with his own blood! Take heed, my ſoul; beware 


thou trample him under thy feet: erucify not the Son of 


God afreſh; nor put him to an open ſhame, O ſweet! . 
O ſhocking ! why, great JEHovAH, waſt thou made a 
worm, a bruiſed, a bloody worm for mx ! Bread of life, 
why hungry for mz! Fountain of living waters, why 
thirſty for 1s ! Conſolation of iſrael, why a man of ſor- 
rows for ms ! Holy one, why made fin for ne! Adored 
Immanuel, why deſpiſed, rejected, and contemned for 
ME ! Bleſſed for ever, why made a curſe ſor uE! Plant 
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of renown, why a reproach of men for mz! Brightneſs 
of the Father's glory, why thy viſage marred ! why a- 
buſed with ſhame and ſpitting for mz! Omnipreſent, ex- 
alted God, why ſhut up in a ſtable, nailed to a croſs for 
ME! Life eternal, why murdered by my ſins ! why, 
love ſlain for me! | . 
56. Chriſt is called the name of God (a). In him the 
glory, the perfections, the titles, ordinances, words, 
and works, of God, do centre, and are illuſtriouſly diſ- 
| Played. By knowing him, I know the Father, who he 
is, the holy One of Iſrael, the Father of light, glory, 
mercy, and grace; the God of all grace, patience, ſal- 


vation, and comfort; my God, and wine exceeding joy. + 


How ſweet! how lofty this name! Can they who know 
it, forbear to truſt in it ? e 

57. He is called the u AGR of God (5). In his divine 
ſonſhip, he is a perſon diſtinct from, perfectly like to, 
and equal with the Father; the brightneſs, the bright 
repreſentation of his glory, and equally precious to the 
ſaints, As Mediator, he is the moſt illuſtrious work of 
God, In his undertaking, his birth, life, death ; in his 
afcenſion, interceſſion, ſecond coming, and unceaſing glo- 
ry; in his ſaving office of Surety, Mediator, Redeemer, 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King; in his amiable relations, ap- 
pearances, and works, are the infinity, the eternity, un- 
changeableneſs, wiſdom, power, holineſs, juſtice, good- 
neſs, truth, ſovereignty, love, mercy, and majeſty of 
God, with the ſubſiſtence of his undivided eſſence in three 
diſtinct perſons, harmoniouſly, clearly, and gloriouſly, 
unfolded and repreſented. Truly, O Jeſus, he that 
Hath ſeen thee, hath ſeen the Father alſo. Thrice won- 
drous ! in one perſon, JEHovan's adequate image, and 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh! Turn aſide, my ſoul, and ö 
hold this great gut. 4M | 
38. Chriſtis called the yowERr of God (c). In his di- 
vine perſon, he is poſſeſſed of the ſame infinite power with 
his Father and bleſſed Spirit. In the union of his infie 
nitely different, his oppolite natures; in God's puniſhing 
him tor our ſin, and ſupporting him under it; in his nu- 
merous miracles; in his bearing our fins, and rendering 
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full ſatisfaRtion for them; in his riſing from the ſealed, 
the watched grave, as our quickening head; in his a- 
ſcending to glory, and fitting down on the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high; in his eternal and ever prevaleat 
interceſſion; in his judging the world, and executing his 
decifive ſentences; in his removing our guilt, by juſtifica- 
tion; in his removing the power and filth of our fin, by 
regeneration and ſanQification; in his bearing with our 
unnumbered infirmiries and provocations; in his preſer- 
ving us from dangers, ſnares, and temptations, more than 
the hairs of our head; in his bearing us to a ſtate of un- 
ſpotted holineſs, and everlaſting joy; is the almighty 
power of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, vigorouſ- 
ly exerted, and illuſtriouſly diſplayed. O to know, to 
feel, the exceeding greatneſs; ; the heart captivating force 
thereof! _ + f | | 

59. He is called the wisDoM of God (a). As ſecond 
perſon in the adored Godhead, he-is infinitely wiſe ard 
prudent. As Mediator, he is the foundation of all the 
counſels of God, In the conſtitution of his perſon 5 in 
his ſaving offices, relations, and acts; how clearly is the 
manifold wiſdom of God manifeſted ! Here natures inßi- 
nitely diſtin, are cloſely, are inſeparably joined. Here, 
in the purpoſe, the promiſe, the purchaſe, and applica» 
tion ef our redemprion, mercy ineets with truth, righ- 
teouſneſs and peace kiſs each other, Here divine juſtice 
is ſatisfied in the nature that ſinned. Satan conquered in 
the nature he corrupted, Sin is condemned and deſtroy - 
ed, while the ſinner is acquitted and ſaved. Sin, the 
worſt of all things, occaſions the higheſt honour to God, 
whom it had offended; and the greateſt felicity to tranſ- 
greſſors, whom it had ruined. The innocent, the holy 
One and the Juſt, is juſtly condemned, and puniſhed ; 
while ungodly criminals are righteouſly acquitted, ac- 
cepted, and rewarded, with endleſs and inconceivable 
bliſs. Everlaſting life to the betrayers and murderers, 
flows from the death of God. Sinners are ſaved accord: 


ing to the riches of his grace, and yet in equity moſt 


ſtrict. Temptations and troubles are made to work for 
us, an exceeding and eternal weight of glory, And in 


thee, 


76 Sacred Tropology. 


thee, O Jeſus, are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
Arewledge, to communicate to men. Whatever therefore 
thou art to Jews or Greeks, be to me the wi/dom of God, 
and the power of God, 

60. Chriſt is called Love (a). How aſtoniſhing his 


. kindneſs to unworthy ſinful men! in undertaking our 


debt! in aſſuming our likeneſs of ſinful fleſh! in fulfilling | 
our bond-ſervice ! ſuffering and dying in our ſtead ! and 
riſing again for our juſtification! in aſcending to prepare 
celeſtial manſions for us! in appearing in the preſence of 
God for us as our advocate! and in his coming the ſecond 
t me without ſin unto our ſalvation! O his kindneſs in 
inviting, in ſeeking and ſaving that which was loſt ! in 
convincing, in enlightening, in converting, and eſpouſing 
vs to himſelf! in forgiving our fin, accepting our per- 
ſon, and cleanſing our nature! in ſupporting our fpirit, 
cheering our heart, and allowing us the moſt familiar 
fellowſhip, and endleſs intimacy with himſelf! O the love 
of God to him, and to us, in giving him to us, our ſure- 
ty, our huſband, our portion! O bleſſed channel of Jz- 
KHOVAH's love to us, and of ours to him! Bleſſed au- 
thor, cauſe, and object of our love! and who, in thy 
perſon, thy nature, thy names, thy qualities, thy office, 


relations, appearances, ftates, words, and works, art 


altogether lovely! Peſpiſed, deteſted, be my love, that 
is not fixed on thee. by 

61. Chriſt is called the TRUTH (3). He is the true 
God, and the true, the ſole Mediator between God and 
man: the true, the only way to the Father, In his in- 
carnation, ſuffering, reſurrection, and work, how clear- 
ly marked the untainted faithfulneſs of God in every 
promiſe and threatening ! How plain that he is the truth 


and ſubſtance of all the promiſes; of all the ancient ce- 


remonies ! the repoſitory, centre, matter, chief preacher, 
and. witneſs of all inſpired fruth! the ſtore: houſe and 
diſpenſer of all true holineſs and happineſs! If I profeſs 
to be his, Jet truth be in my inward part; let me /ove 
the peace, and the truth; receive inſpired truth in the 
Jove of it; and ſpeak alway the truth to my neighbour, 
62. Chriſt is called the Worp of God (c). He is the 
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expreſs.image of the Father's perſon and mind. In the 


council of peace he ſpoke for us; undertook as our ſure- 


ty. la the beginning he ſpoke all things out of nothing. 
In his interceſhyn with the Father, he ever ſpeaks on our 
behalf. By his word and Spirit, he ſpeaks to our ear, 
our heart. He is the author, the interpreter, the wit- 
neſs, the ſubject- matter and ſcope of God's written word. 


Inſpired. page, if he is thy all in all, be thou the darling 


of my heart. n | 

63. Chriſt is called the R promiſed (a). With- 
out controverſy he is the greateſt bleſſing ever promiſed, 
offered, or given by a gracious God to ſinful wretched 
men. Heis the contriver, the purchaſer, the price, the 


repoſitory, the diſpenſer, the centre, the ſubſtance, the 


glory and end, of all the gracious benefits of the new 
covenant. Give thanks, my ſoul, to God, for be is good; 


for bis MER Y endureth for ever. Thy mercy, Lord, 


is in the heavens; earth is of thy mercies full. 
64. Chriſt is called the unſpeakable G615T of God (5). 
Freely, without conſtraiat, without requeſt, without de- 


ſert, without hope of any requital, without money and 


without price, God, in the council of peace, and in his 


debaſed eſtate, gave him for us as our ſurety and ran» 


ſom. Now, in the goſpel invitation and promiſe, he 


gives him as a complete, able, willing, and ready, Sa- 
viour, a glorious huſband, and everlaſting portion to us, 
as ſinners, even the chief, Is not anſpeatable love the 
ſole ſource and motive of the donation? Is there not in 
him all izexpre/ſible, all inconceivable goodneſs, all the 


treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge? Is he not made of 


God to us unſpeakable fulneſs of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 


ſanctiſication, and redemption? How anſpeatubly pre- 


cious and uſeful, in his perſon, office, and work! From 
what unſpeakable corruption and miſery; and to what 
unſpeakable holineſs and felicity doth he fave us! iow 
unſpeakably his entrance into our heart endears. God; 
makes room for him in our inmoſt ſoul; and worketh in 


us, gladneſs and joy un/peatable, and fall of glory! 


And through what «n/peatable, inconceivable duration, 
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8 4 he abide with us as our God, and our all! Thanks 


be to Cod for his unſpeakable gift. 

65. Chrift is called the covenant given to the 
people (a). He is the foundation, the framer, the fur- 
niſher, the fulſiller, of the new covenant. He is the 
ſnrety, the Mediator, the prieſt, the truſtee, the teſta- 
tor, the prophet, interpreter, meſſenger, witneſs, and 
king of it. Its condition he undertook and performed: 

its bleſſings he purchaſed ; and is the ſubſlance and glory 
thereof. All of them are primarily promiſed to him, and 
Jodged in his hand. According to- the terms of it, he 
beſtows them upon ſinful men, who, clothed with 
his righteouſneſs, quickened by his Spirit, do, in his 
ſtrength, lay hold on it, enter into the bond of it, and 
perform the gratitude required by the law thereof. Bleſſ- 
ed covenant, thou art all my feivaties, and all my de- 
fire." 

66. Chriſt is called our pzacx (3). From eternity 
he deviſed the matter, the means, the meaſure of our 
peace with God; with our conſcience ; with neighbours 
with angels; with animals; with creatures unnumbered. 
With his blood he purchaſed it. His continuance in 
our nature is the unceaſing pledge and ſecurity of it, 
His advocacy before God procures and maintains the ac- 
tual poſſe ſſion of it. In the bleſſed goſpel he preaches it 
to them that are afar off, and to them that are near. 
In our new birth, our pardon, our acceptance, our a» 
doption, ſandtification, and endleſs. felicity, he, by bis 
Spirit, applies it; Nays cur enmity ; and conſtrains us 
to love God, who fr ff loved us, By his incarnation and 
death, he made of Jews and Gentiles one new man, ſo 
making peace. Bleſſed reconciler of all things. author, 
- means, and end, of all true peace in the church, mili- 
tant or triumphant; thy peace thou haft left us; peace 
thou haſt given us; not ſparingly, not revocably, as the 
weld giveth, In the world we Hall have tribulation ; 
but in thee we Hall have peace. Thy covenant of peace 
ſhall not be broken. 

67. Chriſt is called the 8a4zvaT1on of God (c). 


fa) If. x/i3. 6. and xlix. 8. (6) Mic. v. 3. Eph. ii. 14. (If 
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our great deliverance from ſin and wo, to everlaſting ho- 
lineis and happineſs, his love is the ſource, the moving 
cauſe ; his wiſdom the deviſer ; his blood the price ; his 
perſon and fulneſs the ſubſtance, the repoſitory; his 
word the publiſher ; his Spirit the applier and confirm- 
er; bis glory the end. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, that 
he remembered us in our low eſtate. He hath deviſed 
means that his baniſhed be not expelled from him. He. 
hath delivered my ſoul from the loweit hell. The Lord 
J=HoVAn is my ſtrength and ſong : he alſo is become 
my ſalvation, | 

68. Chriſt is called the consoLAT10N of Iſrael (a). 
He is the deviſer, the procurer, the price, the diſpen- 
fer, the matter, and ground, the end of all our true joy 
and comfort. In his undertaking, his perſon, his office, 
his acts, paſt, preſent, and future, how our ſpirit re- 
Joiceth in God our Saviour! In every divine perſon, 
character, word, and work, as manifeſted in him, how 
exceedingly we rejoice, and are glad! how comforted 
when caſt down !. In him ſhall I be juſtißed, preſerved, - 
and ſanctified; and in him will 1 glory. Nor principa- 
lities, nor powers, nor ſin, nor trouble, nor death, ſhall 
ſtop me of this boaſting. Rejoice, my ſoul, in the Lord; 
and again rejoice. Reyoice evermore. | 

69. Chriſt is called the x&sURRECTLON (5). By his 
incarnation, his death, his reſurrection, and ſpiritual 
influence, he recovers us from the ſting of a natural, and 
from the power of ſpiritual - and eternal death. The 
honour of the divine perfections, and broken law, man's 
primitive integrity, knowledge, righteouſneſs, halineſs, 
peace, friendſhip, and intimacy with God, he recovers 
from death, rubbiſh, and ruin. He is the life giving 
ſource and author of our faith, our hope, our repent- 
ance, love, and new obedience. His it is to revive our 
languiſhing graces and comforts ; to reſtore the expiring 
life, beauty, and order of his church; to quicken the 
dead, and bring them out of their graves; /ome to ever» 
laſting life, and ſeme to everlaſting ſhame and contempt. 


ag 6a believeth on him, though he were dead, yet mall 
e live, . | | 


Lake ü. a5 ) John xi. = 


1 70. Chriſt | 


80 Snered Tropology. 

70. Chriſt is called the LITE (a), He is the living | 
God, whick giveth life and breath unto. all things. In 
bis wiſdom and love he deviſed ; with his obedience, 
ſuffering, and death he purchaſed ; in himſelf he. exem- 
plifies ; by his interceſſion he procures ; from his fulneſs 

he gives; by his word and Spirit he conveys and main- 
tains; himſelf and fulneſs are the matter, and his glo- 
ry the end of, our life of juſtification, holineſs; com- 
fort, and endleſs felicity, It is his to revive us again; 
reſtore our fainting ſoul; and render us lively and aftive 
ia the ſervice of God. Is my /ife hid with Chriſt in 
God, that when he who is my life ſhall appear, I 
may alſo appear with bim in glory; Am I crucified with 
Chrift, and yet live ; and yet not 1, but Chriſt liveth in 
me? Is the life that I live, by faith on the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave bimſelf for me ? 

71. Chriſt is called vzGat (5). He is the excellen- 
cy, the influencer, the: director, the glory of all things. 
Coeval with his eternal Father, that divine Sun, how 
ſweet, pleaſant, incomprehenſible, bright, and glorious! 
He gives the power of viſion; is the cauſe, means, and firſt. 
object of ſpiritual knowledge; is ſeen in bis own influ- 
ence, and by his own light, It is thine, O /ight of life, 

"to. diffuſe beauty, cheerfulneſs, joy, and life, among 
thy people. Thine, by thy.preſence, to chaſe away the 
ſhadows and darkneſs of ignorance, corruption, and wo. 
Without thee, every thing appears to loſe its beauty and 
comelineſs; exiſtence, enjoyments, creation, nay God- 
head, appears an unſightly, an awful, ſpectre to my 
ſoul. How free, common, acceſhble, -and uſeful ! and 
yet only reported of, to multitudes of blind finners, 
who never beheld thy brightneſs! It is thine to diſcover 
things in their true nature: and hence how hated, how 
ſhunned by men, whoſe fooliſh heart is darkened ; whoſe 
deeds are evil! Thine, without contracting any deſile- 
ment, to penetrate, to ſhine into, defiled churches and 
fouls. How ſwift thy approaches to, and thy motions 
in our heart! And as the lightening cometh from the 
eaſt, and ſhineth unto the welt; o ſhal| thy coming, O 
Son of man, be, Bleſſed author, purchaſer, price, re- 
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poſitory, beſtower, ſubſtance, of all our light, ſpiritual 
and eternal, .when I fit in darkneſs be thou a light unte 
me; my everlaſting light, my God, my glory. 

72. Chrift is called the pAv-s RING from on high (a). 
He is the Moſt High, God over all bleſſed for ever, a- 
men. How neceſſary! how choice! how refreſhful a 
bleſſing to men! Breaking up and appearing for us in the 
council of peace; breaking forth towards us in ancient 
promiſes and types; in his actual incarnation ; in his o- 
bedientiat life, bloody death, and glorious reſurreQion ; 
viſiting us in the * e e manifeſting himſelf 
to us in the moment of converfion, of renewed diſcove- 
ries of his love, of death, and at the laſt day, he, after a 
ſad cold and dark night of ignorance, corruption, trouble, 
or death, doth in à moſt ſovereign, certain, free, gra- 
dual, and irreſiſtible manner, rouſe, refreſh, quicken, and 
enlighten his people or church; and manifeſt his own 
glory ; and introduce a pleaſant, a happy day of love, 
of grace, of power, of ſalvation, of ſpiritual eſpouſals, 
of life, of liberty, of everlaſting felicity, reſt, admira- 
tion, and praiſe. Dawn, O nay-$syRING, on my ſoul, 
on the world. Let the whole earth thy glory fill. Amen, 
and amen. es 

73. Chriſt is called the sun of righteouſne/; with heal- 
ing in his wings (5). All things are obvious, naked, 
and open to him. He is the only fountain of ſaving light 
and knowledge. From him do angels, miniſters, and 
ſaints, derive their whole inſight into the myſtery of 
our ſalvation, How wonderful! how unbounded ! how 
high! how ſovereign! how comely ! how glorious! how 
pure, undefiled, and undefilable ! how pleaſant ! how uſe» 
ful our bleſſed Sun! How cheerfully | how freely! how 
regularly! how conſtantly! how unweariedly! how 
powerfully ! how extenfively ! he communicates his con- 
vincing, his enlightening, his heart- penetrating, warm« 
ing, and melting ; his foul quickening, healing, refreſh- 
ing, directing, and fructifying; his fin- withering, and 
conſuming influence! How truly is he the reſtful centre 
of all things, chiefly of you redeemed, and of all your 
concerns! How faſt fixed in his ſphere ! No principa- 

( Luke i, 78. ) Mal. iv. 3. 
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lity nor power, nor fin, nor trouble, nor death, ſhall 
ever pluck him from his ſtation, in the new covenant, 
in the third heaven, in the church, or in my heart; nor 
ever arreſt his courſe, Not ten thouſand /amps of ordi- 
nances, miniſters, or graces; not ten thouſand 19075 
of creation, but his countenance alone, can give day to 
my ſoul. It is thine, bleſſed Sun, to bring life and im- 
mortality to light; to guide our feet in the way of peace, 
2 how ſweet to walk in thy light, and work out our 
alvation with fear and trembling ! It is thine, to warm 
my cold affections, to melt my frozen heart, to enkindle 
my ſoul into an unquenchable flame of love. Thine to 
diſpel my clouds of ignorance, guilt, deſertion, tempta- 
tion; to chaſe theſe ſhadows as far as eaſt is diſtant from 
the welt. Thine to gild my clouds of trouble, and 
make my darkneſs, my death, my grave, to ſmile. Thine 
to chear my heart, call forth my flowers of grace, make 
them caſt out their roots, and ſpread their ſmell as Le- 
banon. None, O Jeſus, remain in darkneſs, but who 
ſhut their eyes to thy illumination. Ye ſons of ſloth, 
you offspring of darkneſs, awake from your ſleep; ariſe 
that Chriſt may give you light. It is high time for you 
io awake; the day of your life is far ſpent; now is your 
damnation, if mercy prevent not, nearer than when you 


— were contrrves.” How diffærent, Lord, the tendency of 


thy ſolar, thy goſpel light! how it operates according 
to the nature of theſe on whom it ſhines ! Some are in- 
ſtructed, melted, fructiſied, and ripened in grace; others 
are blinded, offended, hardened, ſcorched, and fitted 
for endleſs fire, Bleſſed Sun, how di verſiſied thy appear- 
ance ! thy perceived influence! Now, the clear ſhine of 
thy incomprehenſible brightnefs, makes all my heart to 
leap, and all my lot to fmile, with joy and gladneſs. 
Viewed, in the firm- faith that thou art mine, the deſert 
of adverſity, the yalley of the ſhadow of death, bloſſoms 
as the roſe; the excellency of Carmel and Sharon is 
given to it; I account myſelf above all, loaded with 
loving-kindneſs, and tender mercies. Dazzled with thy 
glory, that excelleth, my eyes loſe ſight of created, 
comely ſcenes; I tread the moon of this world under my 
feet : I count all but loſs, but dung, for the excellency of 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord 1 all my powers cry out, © Lord, 
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ewho is like unto thee * Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and 
there is none on earth that I deſire beſides thee, Anon, 
how beclouded with black deſertion, towering guilt, ſla- 
viſh fear, and raging corruption! How eclipſed by our 
earthly moon! Her cares, her comforts, come between 
thee, and my heart! Ah, how they hide thy face, ſhear 
thy rays, and blot out the day from my ſoul ! How oft 
is my ſun put down at noon ! Now, bleſſed Lord, thy 
near approach, thy high elevation, create the ſummer 
of my ſoul: I baſk, I melt, below thy warming rays; 
am love-ſickened with thy genial heat. Axon, thou 
doſt withdraw, and ſtands from me afar; ſure cauſe of 
inward wintry wo! What then ſucceds? A withered, ' 
fruitleſs, miry life; a faint, a frozen, careleſs heart! 
Have I forgot the ſhocking period, when the ſun him- 
ſelf was darkened; the cauſe of ſummer bewintered ! 
Bright Sun! brightneſs of the Father's glory! how waſt 
thou turned into blackneſs, and to blood ! how fall from 
heaven ! lie groning on the ground! hang fixed to a 
croſs !| deſcend to the ſides of the pit! darkneſs thy cur- 
tain, and thy bed the grave! the aſtoniſhed earth on 
trembling fell! created fun was ſhocked to ſee thy ſhame! 
How I ſaw! ten thouſands ſaw thee ſet in darkneſs, and 
in purple gore! Vile, rocky, ſhameleſs heart, didſt ſee, 
and fit unmoved at the fight! Curſed be my fins, my 
luſts, the guilty cauſe, But happy morn! I by faith ſaw 
him burſt the bonds of death; I ſaw him riſe; riſe with 
ten thouſand charms; my finiſhed ranſom; my endleſs 
light; my God; my glory; and my ALL 1n, ALL! 4 1 
ſaw him riſe with thouſands of once fallen, but now riſing 
ſtars, I felt the raiſing power, and ſtraight with him did 
mount,- to plant the new-framed heavens of grace, 
How, bleſſed Jeſus, by riſing in the ancient promiſe, 
didſt thou diſpel the midnight ignorance, and utter 
hopeleſſneſs of men ! By riſing in thy birth, thy death, 
thy reſurre&ion, and aſcenſion, diſpel the darkneſs, and 

. chaſe away the ſhadows of Hebrew ceremonies! By a- 

_ Tiling in goſpel-ordinances, aboliſh the winter of Heathen- 

iſm, error, and deluſion | By riſing in thy ſpiritual in- 
fluence, how thou turneſt our darkneſs into light; makeſt 
our darkened ſouls become light in the Lord! By riſin 
to judgment, how thou wilt totally, wilt finally, diſpel 
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the darkneſs of ignorance and error! baniſh the cold ef 
fin, trouble, temptation, or death ! chaſe far off every 
fhadow of imperfection, of vain imagination! extinguiſh 
every candle of miniſter, ordinance, or ſcripture ! and 
uſher in the eternal noon of perfe& viſion, and uncloud- 
ed glory! Eternal Sun, whoſe morning meaſures all our 
temporary periods of duration, gradually haſt thou riſen 
all along; and gradually thou riſeſt in my ſoul. © 
when wilt thou attain thy bleſſed meridian, that in my 
fleſh I may ſee God; fee him as he is, and know him 
even as I am known! Art not thou, the San of righ- 
teouſneſs ? Thine it is to bring in an everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs. Thine to declare and preach the righteouſ- 
neſs of God, Thine, by the imputation of thy life, thy 
death, and by the influence of thy grace, to render all 
thy people righteous. O the healing in thy wings! If I 
but ſee thy countenance ; if I feel thy rays; I am made 
whole of whatſoever diſeaſe I had. 

74. Chriſt is called the MorninG-$sTAR (a). In 


© greatneſs, and conſtancy, how far his height, his glory, 


his benign influence, tranſcend theſe of angels and mi- 
niſters! Who, O Jeſus, among gods, or ſtars, is like 
unto thee! O great ornament in the firmament of the 
creation and church, it is thine to guide thy choſtn in 
this world; chiefly in the winter of their aflition. Thine 
to be the ſure pledge of an approaching, an everlaſting 
glory. Thou art the firſt and the laſt; the Alpha and 


Omega of all our ſalvation, and all our deſire: the au- 
thor and the finiſher of our knowledge, our faith, our 


hope, our repentance, love, and new obedience ; our 
evening, our morning comforter and guide, Nothing can 
pluck thee from thy office and ſtation, Nothing can 
arreſt thy courſe, or retard thy coming to ſuffer or ſave. 
To the adulterous and thieviſh ſons of obſcurity, how 
unwelcome and terrible thy brightneſs ! But how deſired 
of theſe, -who hate the unfruitful works of darkneſs ! 
Thy coming in the fleſh uſhered in the day of the goſpel- 
period, Thy fpiritual advent uſhers in the day of ef- 
fectual ſalvation. Thy coming in the clouds ſhall in- 
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troduce a day of univerſal account, and of endleſs glory. 
Is this day tar, my ſonl, riſen in thy heart? 

75. Chriſt is compared to KAN and DEW (a). Jr No- 
va alone is his Father, He is at once the Lord from 
heaven; and the virgin's ſon, the fruit of the earth. 
From the valt ocean of redeeming love, his offices, his 
relations, his promiſes, and influences, proceed; and to 
the glory thereof, they return and redound. O how ſo- 
vereign! how ſeaſonable! how gradual! how comely ! 
how numerous and neceflary | how refreſhful ! how re- 
viving, and nouriſhing, and fructifying, their applications 
to dur heart! 5 

76. Chriſt is a FouNTAIN or WELL (5). In the coun- 
cil of peace, in his incarnation and death, he was digged 
by his Father. In his perſon, his office, his relations, 
his righreouſneſs, and grace, what a marvellous, a deep, 
an aburdant, a never-failing ſource of all neceſſary, free, 
plentiful, pure, pleaſant, refreſhful, heart- cooling, com- 
forting, cleanſing, quickening, and fructifying influence 
to men! and which are eſpecially conveyed to them, 
while they are abaſed in his ſight! Thrice bleſſed, that, 
by purifying millions of polluted ſouls, himſelf can never 
contract defilement! He is a fountain of gardens for the 
ule of his churches : in theſe ; in his worſhipping aſſemblies ; - 
in the hearts of his people; his influence breaks forth, and 
is effectual. He is a fountain of living waters," The 
ever-freſh influence of his word, his blood, his Spirit, 
begets life in dead ſinners, maintains it in ſaints, reſtores 
it when languiſhing, and perfects it into life eternal. He 
is a fountain opened, Publicly and freely is he exhi- 
bited to every ſinner in the goſpe}: and conſtant is our 
acceſs to apply his word, his blood, his Spirit, for our 
purification. So, Jeſus, ſprinkle thou many nations, 
Except thou waſh me, I can have no part in thee. s 

77. Chriſt is compared to RivEeRs of water in a dry 
place (c). To you, ſons of men, who live in the dry, 


the barren, the blaſted, withered wilderneſs of this 


world; to you who are in the barren, ſapleſs ſtate of na- 
ture; to you who are in a ſcorched, withered, and life- 


nl han. Hof xiv. © 0 Song iv. 13. Zech. xiii. . 
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Jeſs condition; there is in him an open, free, common, 
a perpetual, pure, freſh, ever. running, and abundant 
fulneſs of cleanſing, comforting, ſtrengthening ; of fruc- 
tifying, adorning, enriching, protecting power, grace, 
love, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemp- 
tion, Here drink, here bathe, my ſoul; drink, yea, 
drink and waſh abundantly, O beloved. 

78, Chriſt is called sTzEams from Lebanon (a), 
From the bowels of Godhead, do his mediatory office 
and ſulneſs proceed, From the high mountain of his 
divine perſon, do his influences ſtream. How various 
their form and effect! How powerfully they bear down, 
conquer, and remove every impediment, of fin, unwor- 
thineſs, or guilt! How free! how cooling ! how plea- 

_ fant! how refreſhful, nouriſhing, and conſtant ! Ho every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters ; whoſoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely : come to 
him, and drink. Never, ye chief of ſinners, {hall you 
be able to exhauſt and draw up this overflowing Jordan 
into your mouth, Ye leprous Syrians, waſh here; waſh 
Jeven times, and be clean. Will men leave this now of 
Lebanon, that cometh from the Rock of ages, the rock of 

' the field, the free, the common, the obvious Saviour? 
Shall the cold flowing waters, that come from the heaven- 
ly place, be forſaken? _. 

79. Chriſt is compared to a TREE (5). How deep- 
rooted in ſelf- exiſtence, abſolute independency, and im- 
mutability, is his divine perſon! How ſtrong! bow du- 
Table, exalted, and glorious! How firmly rooted in the 
everlaſting, and infinite love, in the unchangeable per- 
fections and purpoſes of God, are the conſtitution of his 
perſon as God- man, and his mediatory office! In his 
humble birth, how in his manhood grew he up, as a 
root out of a dry ground! In his life, afflicted and ſor- 
.rowful, how grew he up! how increaſed he in grace, and 
in favour with God and with men! In his ſuffering, how the 
: axe of his Father's wrath was laid to the root of the tree! 
In his death how cut down! Three days and three nights, 
he lay proſtrate in bis grave. In his reſurrection, inſhis 
aſcenſion, he grew up to altoniſhing height, tranſcending 
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both angels and men. Now he is planted, he grows on 
the high mountain and eminent of his Father's right 
hand; on the lofty ordinances of the goſpel-church. In 
him there is abundant ſap, a never-failing fulneſs of 
grace and glory, Among the branches, and under the 
ſhadow, of his excellencies, offices, and relations, do 
the ranſomed birds of paradiſe fix themſelves, and ſing 
forth his praiſe. | 

80. Chrilt is called the Ta EE or LIFE (a). He pre- 
pared, he purchaſed, he offers, he beſtows, he reſtores, 
maintains, and perfects our life, ſpiritual and eternal. 
He is-the food on which we now live by faith : the certain 
pledge that we ſhall live for ever; becauſe he lives, we 
{hall live alſo-: and when uE who is our life ſhall appear, 
we /hall alſo appear with him in glory, He grows in the” 
fireet, and on either fide of the river: in every goſpel- 
ordinance, he is exhibited: to men in general, wicked, 
or gracious, Jews, or Gentiles, he is offered: every where, 
in his church militant, or triumphant, is he preſent, and 
is the life, the open refreſhment, the ſubſtance, the ſup- 
port, and glory thereof. And by the influence of the 
bleſſed Spirit, that river of life, is he apprehended and 
enjoyed. He bears twelve manner of fruits every month > 
by him an angry God is appeaſed and reconciled ; juſtice 
is ſatisfied;. the broken law is magnified; an everlaſting. 
righteouſneſs brought in; the covenant of grace con- 
firmed ; Satan conquered ; our fin pardoned and ſubdu- 
ed; our perſons accepted, our hopes of glory recover- 
ed; our victory over fin, Sata h, and an evil 
world, ſecured; miniſterial gifts wed ; the goſpel 
publiſhed ; the Holy Ghoſt ſent to ſanctify, preſerve, di- 
rect, and comfort us; the manſions of heaven prepared 
for us; freedom from a broken covenant, a ceremo- 
nial law, and Satanic temptations; boldneſs towards 
God; familiar intimacy with him; a full and ready an- 
ſwer to every charge, that can be laid againſt us, before 
him; the favourable acceptance of our good works; 
the conſtant hearing and ſeaſonable granting of our re- 
queſts ; a believing aſſurance of all new covenant-bleſſ- 
ings, are infallibly ſecured, All are ever ripe and rea- 
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dy, for the enjoyment of his people, in every caſe, de- 


Iightful or grievous. His /eaves for the healing of the 
nations, are his word, his ordinances, and ſpiritual influ. 
ence, which communicate ſpiritual healing 10 the na- 


tions of them that are ſaved, in every age, place, and 


condition, 

81. Chriſt is compared to an AePLE-TREE (a). In 
uſefulneſs, for honouring his Father, and ſaving his 
people; in comelineſs and beauty, he infinitely tranſcends 
angels and men: he is the darling, the chief care of 
Heaven, Eaſily is his honour injured; quickly is he 
touched with the injuries done to his children, For us, 
be bears the wholeſome, the ſweet, the ſavoury, the cool- 
ing, refreſhing, the healing. the love-exciting, apples of 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, of pardon, acceptance, rege- 
neration, adoption, ſanctiſication, of ſpiritual peace, 
comfort, and endieſs happineſs. How ſavoury ! how 
medicinal, are the very /eaves and bloſſoms of his word 
and ordinances, to theſe who labour under the ſenſe of 
their ſpiritual enmity, ignorance, pride, hypocriſy; of 
malice, envy, unbelief, legality, earthly mindednefs ; 
of heart- wandering, deadneſs, or other inward plagues ! 
If by faith we touch the hem of his garment, we ſhall be 
made whole, Put if the yOMEC1TRON TREE be here 
meant, . Chriſt is compared to it, for his greatneſs and 
excellency. In the production, how bitter taſted to him, 
his fruits, ſo fragrant to us! and amid what bitter tri- 
bulations we now experience their delightful ſweetneſs ! 
How conſtantly rip g how effectual a remedy againſt the 
poiſon of fin! How they ſtrengthen, and perfume our 
ſpiritual breath! Sit, my ſou], under his ſhadow with 
great delight, and let his fruit be ſweet to my taſte, 

82. Chriſt is compared to a CEDAR-TREE (b), How 


infinite the depth, the firmneſs of his root; his God- 
head! How high! how excellent! how ſtrong, firm, 
and incorruptible! how ever- flouriſhing and comely ! In 


his incarnation, he grew as a root.out of dry ground, 


la his humiliation, how expoſed to ſtorms and ſuffering ! 


How complete ! how extenſive and refreſhing the ſhadow 
of his protection and righteouſneſs ! How abundant his 


Song il. 3. 0 Song v. 15. Ezek. xvii 23. 
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falneſs of ſap! of grace and virtue! How manifold his 
uſe in erecting the temple! the church !- the new - cove- 
nant building of mercy ! and the frame of grace in our 
heart! How ſweet! how fragrant to our ſoul, his per- 
ſon, his office, his relations, his names, his ordinances,. 
righteouſneſs, and grace! Is he to me as Lebanon, excels 
lent as the cedars ! | 

83. Chriſt is compared to a in- TREE (a). In his 
debaſement, he ſprung up in a barren ground, from a 
degenerate nation, from a debaſed family, and an impo- 
veriſhed virgin; and grew up in the cold, the barren ſoil 
of a blaſted world, a low, an afflited life. How infi- 
nite his excellency and comelineſs! How untainted his 
integrity and uprightneſs ! Exalted to the right hand of 
the Majeſty. on high, how he bends downward his boughs 
ef promiſes and influences, that he may dwell with, and- 
be apprehended: and held faſt by the debaſed tranſgreſſor, 
the humble ſoul! How perpetually. verdant ; he 2 
yeſterday, to day, and for ever! How unfading his glory ! 
How free from every knot of corruption! How unbound=- 
ed his ſap, his fulneſs of grace! of glory! In him it 
pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs ſhould dwell. How 
completely he protects his choſen from the heat, the 
ſtorm of almighty vengeance, and of the temptations of 
Satan ! How he expoſed his head, his heart, for our- 
fake ' How ſweet! how open! how abundant the acceſs 
of unclean ſtorks of polluted ſinners to enter and abide- 
under the. ſhadow of his branches! My ſoul, make him» 
thy houſe, thy ſafe, thine endleſs habitation, 

84. Chriſt is compared to an OLIVE-TREE, or two 
SLIVE-BRANCHES(b). Infinite is the fulneſs:of grace, 
which reſides in his complex perſon. Intinite is his rea- 
dineſs to communicate it to his people. And what a: 
ſure emblem of perfect peace between God, and my 
ſoul! If I hear of him in the goſpel, it is the voice of 
the Lord, ſaying, Peace, peace to him that is afar ef, 
and to him. that is near. If | believe; if I feel him in 
my heart; God keeps me in perfect peace his covenant. 
of peace ſhall not be broken. 

85. Chriſt is compared. to a CLUSTER- OF COPHER, 
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in the vineyards of Engedi (a). If corner mean the ru 
vine; Chrilt reſembles it in his abundant, his nouruhipg, 
his ſtrengthening, and comforting virtue. If it mean the 
cypreſs tree; Chriſt reſembles it in his ſweetneſs, his 
purity, his healing, and anointing virtue ; bis ever ap- 
pearing as our dying, our crucified Redeemer, If it 
ſignify the cypirus or ſword-graſs ; Chriſt reſembles it in 
his fruitfulneſs, his ſavourineſs, his marvellous virtue to 
ſtrengthen our ſoul, and heal the bites, the ſtings, the 
wounds made by the old ſerpent If it mean dates, the 
fruit of the palm- tree; Chriſt reſembles them in his wide- 
ſpread renown, his infinite {weetneſs, and nouriſhing vir- 
tue. If it denote ba//am; Chriſt reſembles it in his pre- 
ciouſneſs, his acceptablencſs, his ſweetneis and fragran- 
cy, his preſerving, his all healing, and nourithing vir- 
ue. If it be camphire ; Chriſt reſembles it in his good 
. favour, his healing. his reviving, and exhilarating vir- 
tue. He is compared to a CLUSTER : for O the fulnels, 
the ſweet, the firm, the myſterious connection ot his 

unoumbered excellencies. graces; bleſhings, promiles ! 
86. Chriſt calls himſelf the TRUE vint (6). In his 
humanity, how tender, weak, debated! expulcd to con- 
tempt and ſuffering ! how ſpoiled by foxes, by Satan, 
by Jewiſh ſeducers! by Geriile perfecutors ! But how 
honourable in his perſon, his character, and office! How 
eaſily; how much injured how {cnhible, and oblervant 
of it! How quickly he yrew up in fayour with God, and 
with men! How early about bis Fatber s buſincls | How 
he abounds with quickening, with heart warming and 
enlightening viitue! What tweet, what profitable, re- 
freſhing, and medicinal grapes of righteouſneis, of peace, 
of pardon, acceptance; of ſpiri:ual ſonſbip, ſanctiſica- 
tion, perſeverance, con fort, and eternal glory, he brings 
forth! what exterhve and refreſlitul ſhadow of protect» 
ing perſections, offices, promucs, anc providence, be af- 
fords to his people! Biefled Vine, why. atter thy tru» 
fuiueſs, wall thou cut dean! why burnt in the fire of 
thy Father's wrath : Not for thine, but for our barren- 
neſs, our unprofitableneſs, Why trodden in the wine» 
preis of his ipdignation ! why thy ſoul troubled, ſqueez- 
ed, and preſſed out ot meature! Was it that 1 might 
(4) Song i. 14. John xv A. 
for 
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for ever drink new wine with thee in the Father's king- 
dom ! Ariſe, ye ſinners, ye companions of ſorrow ; take 
this cup of ſalvation, and call on the name ot the Lord. 
Will pleaſure, fit every one under the ſhadow of Jelus, 
his own vine, his own fig tree. | 

87. Chriſt is compared to a ROOT (a). He is the 
hidden, the inviſible God: on earth his glory was vail- 
ed: now we ſce him not, but believing rejoice. How 
infinitely ſafe, firm, and unchangeable ! how full of ſap, 
o communicative virtue | how he ſupports how myice» 
riouſly he conveys exiſtence, life, and nouriſhing viitue 
to his people | In the winter of ſpiritual u difference, 
deadneſs, darkneſs, deſertion, in the ſtorms of periccu- 
tion, temptation, and trouble, how effectually he pre- 
ſc: ves them from total withering | Againſt him, in his 
pecion, office, righteouineis, and grace, do our enemies 
with their axe of oppoſitien principally ſtrike. Bleſſed 
Root of David, and of every ocher creature, eſpecially 
of theſe of the bculehold of faith, nor itorm, nor 
drought, nor axe, nor aye, can deſpoil thee of thy vi- 
gour, thy freſhneſs, When the earth aid the works 
ti.cicot are burnt up, ſhalt thou appear in al: the bud» 
ding glories of the ſpring: becauſe thou hveſt, I thall 
live alio. 

ds. Chriſt is called the BRANCH or GROWTH (5). In 
his humanity he ſprings ouygot the root of Jefle. Hig 
bumanity has no root of itfelt. but ſubüſts in his divine 
perſon. How comely, verdant, and truitful. with ho- 
nour to God, and happineſs to men! He is a 10P 
BRANCH, ſprung of David's royal family; and in him- 
{cif molt excellent and honourable, higher than kings of 
any land. He is the branch of the Lord, raitcd up by, 
cared tor, and fruitful to the glory of God. Heisa 
branch of righteouſneſs; for the diſplay of his nigh» 
teouineſls, God ſent him into the world, raiſed him 
up, and made him bring forth, an everlaſting righ- 
tevujnejs, tor our juſtification ; and by his influcnce aie 
ali his children made righteous in good works 

Sy, Chriſt is called the LAN T OF RENOWN. raiſed 
up by God (c). In his ancient purpoſe, in bis incarna- 

(4) It. ti 4. Rev. xxib 16. (6) A. xi. 1. Zech. 1ii. 8. 
(% Ezcks XAXiv. 29. ; 
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tion and death, God planted him: in his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion, he raiſed him up, and gave him glory: 
in the preaching of the goſpel, in the eſteem and affection 
of his people, he continues to exalt him : at the laſt day 
he will raiſe him up to judge the world, and thereby 
diſplay his aſtoniſhing height and grandeur. In his pedi- 
4m his perſon, his natures, names, his qualities, of- 

ces, relations, and work. how infinitely famous! For 
antiquity ; for deep humiliation'; for excellent beauty; 
for never-fading verdure ; for nouriſhing and medicinal 
virtue; for refreſhful ſavour and ſhadow; for aſtoniſh- 
ing fruitfulneſs in every neceſſary, every uſeful benefit; 
how widely renowned! O publiſh his name; declare 
Bis doings among the people; aſcribe ye greatneſs to our 
Chriſt: let every one to another, the fathers unto the 
children, declare his truth. : 

90. Chriſt is called the xost oF SAR Ox, or field (a), 
In his birth, he grew out of David's withered root; he 
grew up in the field of this world, and was therein ex- 

oſed to contempt, trouble, and death. In the field of 
fis word and ordinance, he is to be found; as the free, 
the common Saviour of men. In his perſon God- man, 
how beautiful and glorious, the honour of creation! His 
character, offices, his relations, righteouſneſs, and grace, 
how ſavoury and refreſhful! how effectually, if applied; 
they cure our heart · burning enmity and malice! our 
3 blindneſs, de ſpondency, and conſumption in 

n 15 

91 Chriſt is called the LILY oy. THE vaLLEy (5), 
Once was he planted in a debaſed ſtate, in the low oy 
of our world, To the molt wretched finners, he is o 
feried; and in the humble heart he takes up his abode. 
How infinitely ſavoury, pure, comely. fruitful! How- 
high ; yet how meek, lowly, and condeſcending! What: 
an effectual remedy, are his influences, againſt our ſpi- 
ritual pride, faintneſs, blindneſs, hardneſs: of heart, or 
any like plague | None of the diſeaſes of Egypt, O Sa- 
viour, ſhall come upon me; for thou art the Lord my 
God, that healeth me. Under my fooliſh. my ſinful at- 
tenpts, every ailment is hopeleſs; but thou halt power: 


(a). Song ii. 1. (0 Song ii. 1. 
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over all plagues when ſhou wilt, thon canſi make me 
whole. | 

92. Chriſt is compared to a BUNDLE OF MYRRH (a), 
How unbounded and unſearchable! how well connected, 
and inamiſſible, his fulneſs of righteouſneſs and grace! 


| how it endears him to his Father, and his people! how 


it pleaſes, refreſhes, beautifies, perfumes, puriſies, pre- 
vents corruption, heals and anoints their ſoul! Bitter in- 
deed, O Redeemer, were thy ſufferings to thee! bitter 
our croſs, which attends thy coming to our ſoul! but, 
thyſelf, how precious an offering to God, how precious 
a gift of God to men! O, till the night of trouble, of 
time, be finiſhed, lie between my breaſts; dwell near 
my heait: lodge amid the embraces of my faith and 
love! 

93. Chriſt compares himſelf to a co oF WHEAT, 
caſt into the ground, that it might die and bring forth 
much fruit (5), In himſelf how pure, precious, and 
ſubſtantial! how fweet and durable! In his incarnation 
he tell into the earth; in his ſuffering and exit he died; 
but roſe again, grew up to amazing heights of exalta- 
tion. Innumerable glories he brought forth to himſelf 
and his Father: innumerable bleſſings he brought forth 
for the wholeſome nouriſhment of our ſoul : innumer- 
able ſaints he brings forth, and renders the bleſſing and 
ſubſtance of the nations. Feed, my ſoul, on this fineſt 
of the wheat. Let my uſeful life bear witneſs, that for 
me Jelus died and roſe again according ts the ſerip- 
tures, oy | 

94. Ckriſt is called the yinsT-FrvITS (c). Firſt in 
order of nature, and as the pledge of our reſurrection, he 
roſc from the dead, Tranſcendent and incomparable is 
his excellency, Solemnly was himſelf, and, by him, are 
his ſaints, confecrate to the ſervice of God, On that day 
the firſt fruits of barley were offered, he roſe from the 
grave, On that, whereon the firſt- fruits of wheat were 
offered, he returned to bleſs the nations in the power of 
his Spirit, 

95. Chriſt is compared to a GREAT Rock (d). How 


(% Song i. tz. (/) John xii. 24 (c 1 Cor. xv. (4) II. 
infinitely 


XXII. 2. Matthe xvi. 18. Matth. vii, 24. 25+ 
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infinitely high! how firm! unchangeable! invincible! 
What a boundleſs mine of precious; of more than golden 
bleſhngs! What a ſource of living, of life-giving wa- 
ters! What a furniſhed herbary of medicinal ſimples for 
the healing of the nations! What a ſure foundation of 
our hope! our endleſs felicity! What a ſafe, a lofty, a 
curious reſidence! where no enemy can annoy us! where 
we are ſheltered, protected, and refreſhed, with divine 
per fections and providence! where we enjoy the moſt 
clear, extenſive, and pleaſant proſpe& of the whole ful- 
neſs and ways of God! Bleſſed Rock higher than I; more 
excellent; ſufficient to overſhadow me! Lofty munition 
of rocks, cauſe my ſoul to mount up, and reſide in thee 
fo ſhall I ſee the King in his beauty, and the land that is 
very far off : bread ſhall be given me, and my water ſhall 
be ſure. Rock of ages, while Fam in this weary world, 
this weary eſtrangement from my God, be thou my reſt 
and my refre/hing. Smit by the Father's wrath, pour 
me forth ſtreams of oil, of honey, and butter. Never 
envy, my ſoul, the portion of the wicked: their rock 
is not as my rock, mine enemies themſelves being 
judges, - 
96. Chriſt is compared, perhaps, to mount CA R- 
MEL (a). As God; how infinitely high! As Mediator, 
how exalted! In him, on the one hand, how wide our 
proſpect of creation and time! on the other, of the ſea- 
like perfections of God! of unbounded: eternity! How 
fertile he, of grace and of truth! How productive of 
glory to God, and bleſſings to men! Planted in him, 
bow we abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs, to the 
praiſe of the glory of his virtue and grace! But if the 
word ſignify exIus Ox, Chriſt reſembles it, in bearing, 
our. fins, in ſuffering their puniſhment; and in recei- 
ving his royal and glorious reward, Suppoſe, my ſoul, 
thou reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin, let thy con- 
verſation be in heaven, whence 1 look for the Saviour: 
let the fruits of the Spirit in-all goodneſs be in me, and 
abound ; ſo ſhall I never fail. 
97. Chriſt is compared to Lenanon, that goodly 
mountain on the north of Canaan (5), How infinitely 


Song vii. 5, (5) Song v. 15. 
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bigher than angels and men! How far above all heavens 
aſcended! How great! how unfading his comelineſs and 
excellency! how pleaſant to | behold ! How fragrant and 
precious his product! his unfailing fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs and grace! What unnumbered cedars of faints 
grow up in him! What cleanſing and refreſhful ſtreams 
of mercy flow from his bowels! How fully he protects 
our promiſed land, our new+covenant ftate, from the 
northern blaſts of devouring wrath! And happy! hap- 
py: in himare no dens of lions, no lodging of leopards. 
Be thou my reſidence, my dwelling-place in all genera- 
fions. 

98. Chriſt is compared to a-LITTLE $TONE, cut ont 
of the mountain without hands, which broke in pieces 
Daniel's fourth beaſt,” and became a great mountain, 
which filled the awhole earth (a). In his debaſement, 
how low his condition! How is he deſpiſed and rejected 
of men! How much unknown to, and diſeſteemed by 
the ſaints! How ſovereignly ſent of God to fave us! 
How conceived and born into human nature by a virgin, 
who knew not a man! To make way for his ſpiritual 
kingdom, he overthrew the Heatheniſh empire of Rome, 
and ſubdued the nations to himſelf, A time cometh, 
when the knowledge of him ſhall cover the whole earth, 
as the waters cover the ſea; when the kingdoms of this 
world ſhall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Chriſt; and he ſhall reign for ever and ever. 0 
bleſſed Mountain, fill my country, my houſe, my 
heart! | 

99. Chriſt is called a s rox, living, choſen, pre- 
cious, and tried (6b). How firm, ſtrong, immutable, and 
laſting! He hath all /i/e in himſelf, and guickeneth whom 
be will! How infinitely valuable, and dear to God, an- 
gels, and ſaints! The defire of all nations! The gold 
that periſheth not! The ineſtimable jewel, that makes 
muliitudes boaſt themſelves, becauſe they are become 
exceeding rich! [en@van choſe him to be our Media- 
tor, and tried him in the fire of his indignation, The 
Jaints chooſe him for their huſband, their all; and try 


{a) Dan. ii. 34. 35. (6) I xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 8. : 
him. 
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him, by dependence on him, in their conviction, their 
_ temptations, and fiery troubles, 

100 Chriſt is called ont sToONE hon which are ſeven 
eyes (a). How infinitely firm and durable! How diſtinguiſh- 
ed! unmatched ! The chief among ten thouſand / Of what 
perfect, what divine knowledge is he poſſeſſed! His it is 

to know and direct all things; to obſerve, to pity, and 
regard his choſen in every ſtate and caſe. On him how 
fixed his Father's eyes /- With what pleaſure he views 
his perſon! his undertaking! his incarnation! his life! 
his death! his reſurrection, and aſcenſion! his inter- 
ceſſion for us! How fixed on him the eyes of the bleſſed 
Spirit, to take of his, and ſhew it unto us! How fixed 
-on him the eyes of angels, to admire, depend, and wait 
on, worſhip, and ſerve him! How fixed on him were 
the eyes of ancient believers, looking, -and longing for his 
coming, into the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh | They ſaw his 
day afar off, and rejoiced to ſee it. How fixed on him 
the eyes of all ſaints, looking to him for pardon, for 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation; and longing for his ſecond 
appearance! When he cometh with clouds, how fixed 
on him the eyes of every rational creature! Every eye 
ſhall ſee him; and all wicked kindreds of the earth ſhall 
wail-becauſe of him. With what burning love, raviſh- 
ing wonder, and enrapturing praiſe, ſhall holy angels, 
and ranſomed men, for ever gaze on his perſon, and ſee 
him as he is! To him look, my ſoul, that thou mayſt 
be lightened. + On him let my waiting eyes be ſet. Be- 
holding as in a} glaſs the glory of the Lord, be thou 
changed into thy ſame image trom glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit M the Lord. He is the ſtone of which 
God engraves the graving. Upon the palms of his hands, 

% are divinely engraven the names of all the choſen; their 
Ivation is put under his care and management. They 
are graven on his heart. Divinely was he conſtitute 
their kind repreſentative and ſurety, and appointed to 
appear in the preſence of God for us. In reſpe& of ma- 
nifeſtation, how deep engraven, on his perſon and office, 

| are the perfections of God! How gloriouſly engraven on 
4 his humanity, the adorning graces of the Holy Ghoſt! 


00 Zech. iii. 5. 
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Tn his debaſement, how marked with wounds and bruiſes ! 
how divinely made perfect through ſuffering ! In his ex- 
altation, how divinely marked with glory and honour ! 


101. Chriſt is called a fone off flumbling, and rock of 


Mence (a). At his humble birth, his debaſed life, his 
ignominious death, and ſorry retinue of diſciples; at 
the holineſs of his law, the ſearching and evangelic na- 
ture of his doctrine; at the ſimplicity of his ordinances, 
the meanneſs and miſconduct of his followers, provoked 


did the Jews, and do many others, to their ſpiritual hurt, 


to their everlaſting ruin, refuſe to embrace and obey 
him. Bleſſed, O Jeſus, is he whoſeever is not offended 
#n thee. 

102. Chriſt is compared to a way (2). By his Fa- 
ther's royal appointment, he came into this world. E- 
very impediment of our acceſs to God he removed, and 
left us an example to walk in his ſteps. Through his 
mediation, his atonement and interceſſion, we muſt go 
out to our warfare with Satan, with the world, and our 
luſts; muſt go forth to trade with heaven in the free re- 
ceipt of all the fulneſs of God; and to walk in holineſs 
towards the celeſtial bliſs, In the goſpel, his perſon and 
office are exhibited, as the ſole means of Jeyovan's 
kind viſits to us, and of our paſſage from Satan to God; 


and from fin and miſery to grace and glory. In THis, 
all who hear the goſpel are fully warranted to enter and 


walk; and by him are they graciouſly received, freely 
ſupported, perpetually directed. and finally oſhered into 


endleſs felicity. O new and living way of holineſs, in 


which men ſhall not remain unclean, though it be for 


THOSE ! O ſure, ſafe, eaſy, plain, pleaſant, heavenly! 


O coltly, free, divine way ! may fooliſh I walk in thee, 


without erring ! United to thy perſon; juſtiſied by thy 


blood; influenced by thy love ; enabled by thy ſtrength z 
ſubject to thine authority; acting as under thine eye; al- 
way intending thine honour ; let me follow thee, go ap 
and down in thy name, and wall humbly with my God. 
103. Chriſt is compared to a GATE and DOOR (). 
By the wiſdom, the power, and authority of God, he 


is conſtitute the proper means of cur admiſſion to the 


(a) 1 Pet, ii. 8. b) John xiv. 6. 0 John x. 
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church, and the offices thereof: the only means of our 


acceſs into a gracious ſtate, or into the knowledge, ta- 


vour, and preſence of God : the ſole means of our de- 
- fence from the ſtorm of divine wrath, or the violence of 
our ſpiritual foes, Through him alone, JeHovan be- 
toys his gracious alms of a full ſalvation, on theſe deſti- 
tute ſinners, who apply for the ſame: and in him alone, 
are our prayers and ſervices accepted. Now, in the 
promiſes, the invitations, and offers, of the goſpel, he 
is wide opened to men; him that cometh to him, he will 
in no wiſe caſi out, At death this exhibition will be 
ſnut to us; at the judgment, to all his deſpiſcrs : for ever, 
ſhall theſe, who are found without him, be confirmed in 
their miſerable eſtate. He is repreſented as various, as 
#welve gates, three looking towards every airth: he 
is preached to ſinners in all the ends of the earth; 
and O their free, their abundant acceſs to God by 
him ! He is repreſented as gates of pearl: for, O his 
unbounded preciouſneſs and excellency, in his perſon and 
mediation! And, bleed be the Lord, he. is open night 
and day, in every caſe, a ready means of acceſs to God, 
They that come to him ſhall, in ſpiritual liberty, go in, 
and cout, and find paſture ; but ſhall zo more go out from 
their gracious ſtate, By this gate of God, let me enter in, 
and bleſs the Lord. 

104. Chriſt is compared to an HABtTATION, and 
dwelling-place (a). How furniſhed with every neceſfary 
accommodation, all ſpiritual proviſion ! His righteouſ- 
neſs and ſtrength are the covering : his love the bed to 
refreſh, and the fre to warm and diſſolve our heart: 
his fleſh and blood; his perſon, righteouſneſs, and pur- 
chaſed benefits, are the nouriſhing proviſion: he, his 
Father, and bleſſed Spirit, the delightful companions, 
With tranſcendent pleaſure and gladneſs, his people a- 


bide in their ſtate of union and communion with him. 


With familiar boldneſs, they receive and improve the 
righteouſneſs, peace, pardon, acceptance, adoption, viſ- 
dom, ſanctification, and redemption, which are lodged 
in him, Where, my ſoul, dwelleſt thou? Is Chriſt thy 
home? Hail then thy happy ſtate! No plague ſhall come 
near thy dwelling, Charge me, wy conſcience, to be a 
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keeper at home, that my nous may guide me: never 
let me be a bird wandering from her neſt. 

105, Chriſt is compared to a coveRrT and H1DING= 
PLACE (a). Secretly and myſteriouſly, in his perſon, 
righteouſneſs, power, and love, are the perſons, the 
life, ſafety, happineſs, and comfort of his people, hid, 
and infallibly ſecured, from the avenging fury of an an- 
gry God, and againſt all danger and hurt, from fin, 
Satan, the world, death, or hell. Am I hid in him? 
Let rains come, and winds of temptation blow ; no evil ſhall 
come near me. Quickly, O mine enemies, ſhall you ſeek 
me, and ſhall not find me: nay, even now, whather [ go, 
ye cannot come ; for into his heart, his hand, the Lord 
hath ſhut me in. | | 

106, Chriſt is called a sanCTuAry and REFUGE (3). 
What a ſufficient ſhelter and reſidence for guilty and be- 
ſtormed ſinners ! How divinely prepared and allotted 
them, to flee to, for protection from avenging juſtice, 
from a broken law, a raging devil, and an evil world! 
And in him we are to live, denying ungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, and walking ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 
ly, offering the proper ſacrifice, and incenſe of prayer, 
of praiſe, and of good works unto God. 

107. Chriſt is compared to a TExT and so] c). 


How divinely reared! By his imputed righteouſneſs, 


how ſweetly he ſaves his people from the ſcorching heat 
of God's wrath ! By his power and love he protects them 
from the windy ſtorms raiſed by Satan and wicked men; 
and gives them a ſweet, a refreſhful reſt in himſelf, This, 
my ſoul, is thy ref, and thy refreſhing. 

108. Chriſt is compared to a REST or RESTINGs 


PLACE (d). For ſinful men, wearied with fulfilling their 


laſts, with bearing their troubles, with enduring the 
ſhocking views of their fin, and their puniſhment, has 
God prepared him, The imputatioa of his righteouſ- 
neſs removes our burden of guilt, The faith, the ſen- 
fible perception of it, removes our burden of legal con- 
viction, The effectual intimation of his love makes our 
heart to ceaſe from her ſinful and legal courſes ; and de- 


(a) If. iv. 6. and xxxii. 2. (5) Heb. vi. 19. (c If. iv. 5. 
% Matth. xi. 28, Pal. cxyi. 7. 
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hvers her from her burden of carnal care. The faith 
of his unſtinging our trouble, our death, and of his ſym- 
Pathizing with us therein, and making them to work for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, re- 
moves their opprefſhve load. The faith of his veracity 
pledged in his promiſe, diſpels every deſpondent fear, 
relative to our own or the church's intereſt, In him we 
enjoy the firmeſt eſtabliſhment in grace; the moſt power- 


ul ſecurity againſt ſpiritual wandering ; the fulleſt ſatis- 


faction to all our deſires; and the {ſweeteſt refreſhment, 
joy, and comfort to our ſou], Return to this reſt, O my 
foul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 

o9 Chrilt is repreſented as God's nABRITATIOR; 
his re/ting place; his THRONE of grace (a). Not only 
is the Father in him, by mutual coexiſtence of na- 
ture; but eminently and eternally is he glorified by, ſa- 
tisfied with, delighted in, and rejoices over him, as our 
Mediator, In him is God ever acceſhble to our humble 


tequeſts, and ever found ready to beſtow his purchaſed 


— 


mercy and grace. Go therefore bo/dly, my ſoul, to his 
throne of grace, that thou mayſt obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need, 


110. Chriſtis compared to a FounDATION (5), Firſt, 


„his righteouf- 


in order of nature, are his perſon, his off 
„as the firm, 


neſs, and interceſhon, placed by his Fat 
the eternal principle, ſupport, ſecuri and ornament 
of his whole diſpenſation of mercy grace; and of 
every doctrine, ordinance, and true member, of the 
church; and of all our religious worſhip and ſervice; 
and of all our hopes of eternal felicity. Azother founda» 
tion can no man lay, than that which is laid, aubich is 
Chriff Feſus. Be thou, my ſoul, grounded in him; nor 
do thou build on them, the hay and ftubble of legal 
righteouſneſs, of fanciful opinions, or unwarranted prac- 
tices, - . 

111. Chriſt is called the hi CORNER-STONE (c). 
Deſpiſed and rejected indeed he was, by the Jewiſh 
builders, their rulers in church and ſtate : but by his 


| perſon, his office, his relations, his righteouſneſs, his 


(a) 2 Cor. v. 19. Heb. iv. 16. () IC XVII. 16. (0) Eph. 


- 


interceſſion, 
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interceſſion, power, and love; is the whole new-cove- 
nant building of mercy, the whole temple of the church, 
Jewiſh or Gentile, militant or triumphant, the whole 
ſtructure of grace in every believer's heart, myſteri- 
ouſly and beautifully unite, regulate, adorned, ſupport- 
ed, ſtrengthened, and preſerved. Bleſſed Corner · ſtone, 
cement my ſoul to thee. | 

112. Chriſt is compared to a NAIL in a ſure place (a). 
On him, as irrevocably appointed of God, to be our ſole, 
our all ſafficieat Mediator, does every purpoſe, promiſe, 
and providence of God, relative to our ſalvation; does 
the whole doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government, 
of the church; every office, officer, and member there- 
of; and every perſon, privilege, gift, and grace, of 
his people, firmly and ſafely hang, and depend. Here 
hang, my ſoul, thy life, thy hope, thy work, thy care, 
thy ALL, 

113. Chriſt is repreſentedas F00D INDEED, and BREAD: 
OF LIFE (% Broken and bruiſed for our fias; trodden 
in the wine-preſs of his Father's wrath; roaſted in the 
flames of his indignation ; his perſon, his righteouſneſs, 
and ſaving benefits, are the molt excellent, the whole- 
ſome, pleaſant, nourithing, the ſtrengthening and me- 
dicinal. the uaiverſal, abſolutely neceſſary, and never- 
ſurfeiting proviſion of our ſoul, which begets, reſtores, 
maintains, and perfects our everlaſting life. Bread that 
cometh down from heaven. true, ſubſtantial proviſion, 

iven of God to us, ſtarving ſinful men; may, I, with alk 
Rise, daily by faith receive thee, with earneſt deſire, 


particular appropriation, and inward delight, Evermore 


give us this bread. 

11g. Chriſt is called the #1DDEN MANNA (c). Him- 
ſelf aud his ful neſs are the heavenly, tae divinely pre- 
pared, the free, the all- ſuitiag proviſion, on which his 
choſea people are for ever nouruhed and fed. How in- 
vilible and unknown to a carnal world! How much at 
preſent unknown to the ſaints : How inconprehenhible in 
any ſtate, to angels or men Ever may my ſoul have tuis 
bread to cat, which the world knows not of. 


0) If XXI. 2165-244 0% John Vo 55+ 4 Rev. 
* N. 
5 1 3 115. Chriſt 
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115. Chrift is compared to Ra1MENnT (a), How ex- 
actly ſuited to our condition, are his imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, and imparted grace! How they hide; they re- 
move, our ſinful deformity, guilt, and pollution! How 
they protect from ſcorching heat, from freezing cold, 
and every other ſpiritual hurt ! How comely and accept- 
able they render us before God, angels, and good men ! 
What ſpiritual health, what warmth of affection to good, 
they promote ! How they qualify us for good works, and 
diſtinguiſh us from the reſt of the world ! They are white 
raiment, fine linen, clean and white! How pure and 
beautiful! How comely a badge, that we are more than 
conquerors of ſin, Satan, and the world; and do alu ay, 
triumph in him; are at peace with God; are kings and 
prieſts unto him; and always called to rejoice in him, 
as the God of our ſalvation ! How they extract our cor- 
ruption, and refreſh our heart! They are a wedding gar- 
ment, applied in the moment of our myſtical marriage to 
Chriſt, How tranſcendent their richneſs, and beauty! 
How ornamental to our perſon and nature! How far pre- 
ferable to any other covering! His righteouſneſs impu- 
ted, is tl ground of our joy; the foundation of our right 
to the preſence and favour of God. His grace imparied, 
is the occaſion of our ſpiritual joy; the maik of our 
union to Chriſt; and the ſubſtance of our meetneſs for 
his fellowſhip, and of our becoming a joy and rejoicing 
to him, Not only profeſs. but, put on, my foul, the 


Lord Jeſus, ana make no proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil 


the lufts thereof : let my garments of a holy. cheertul 
converſation, be a/ways white; and let my head, my 
heart, lack no ointment of his grace, 

116. Chriſt is compared to GOLD fried in the fire (b). 
How {ſolid and fubſtantial are his perſon and zulneſs! 
How comely, pure, and unmixed ! How precious, in- 
corruptible. and laſting | W hat an enriching, a ſatisfying 
treaſure and ornament ! How tried in his Father's eſti- 
mation; in his own fiery ſufferings; and in his people's 
bot tribulation; and yet alway found ſufficient ano ge- 
nuine! Effectually counſel me, O Jeſus, to buy this gold 


(4) Rom. xiii. 14. Rev. ijb 18. and xixe & Matth. xxii. 11. 
Iz , (6) Rev. iu 4% þ 


tried 
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tried in the fire, that I may be rich; and thy white rai- 
ment of imputed atonement, that Emay be clothed; and 
that the ſhame of my thy, my ſinful natedneſi, do not 
appear. 
8 Chriſt is called the BARI of great price (a). 
How wonderful his divine, his human generation! Who. 
can declare it? Not round, in ſhape, but the everlaſting 
God, an abſolute ſulneſs of ſpiritual excellency! How 
ſolid, tubſtantal, comely,, and giorious ! How truly he 
recunciies hearts, makes peace by the blood: of his croſs, 
and 1s the one Mediator between God and man] How a» 
dorning, preſerving, healing, ſtrengthening! how en- 
riching, aud ennobling his virtue! What care; what di- 
li ence it requires to find him! How oft, diving amid 
waves, and floods of guilt, corruption, and trouble, are 
we in danger ot being torn aſunder by Satan and his a- 
gents ! Huw precious! not millions of worlds; not the 
obedience of angels or men; but only thine own bleed- 
ing righteouſneſs, can purchaſe our title to- thee, Yet 
ah how few poſſeſs, deſire, or know, thine excellency ! 
Having found tice in the goſpel, let me deliberately con- 
ſent to ſell all, difeſteem all, forego all, to win Chrift, 
and be faund in him, and he in me the hope of glory, 
Tread not, my ſoul, on him: turn not again to tear the 
Father that giveth him. Wy EE 
118, Chriſt is called a TREASURE hid in the field (5), 
How precious and inexhauſtible his excellency and ful- 
nels! How he ſatisfies, enriches, ennobles, and, before 
God, devils, and men, emboldens ſuch as poſſeſs him! 
What bleſhogs, uſeful, laſting, invaluable, unnumbered, 
are comprehended in him! In him are all the promiſes 
and benefits of the new covenant, ſummed up! On him 
his 1aved nations for ever live; and of him do they boaſt 
and glory! With infipite ſkill is he ſecurely depoſite in 
the purpoſe, the power, the love, the faithfulneſs of 
God; in the; field of inſpiration: divinely is. he laid q. 
hid, and cohcealed, that carnal, careleſs ſinners, heh 
him not. O for a firm, a lively faith, to claim the At 
mighty's Nord, and call the treaſure all my own! Be it 
kid for Ever in the treaſury of my heart. 


a) Matth. xill 45+ 46. $ Matth. xiii. 44 | 
w_ . 119. Chriſt 


- 


: 
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119, Chriſt is compared to a TREASURY Or STORE» 
HOUSE (a). In him, as Mediator, God-man, hath 
God hid, lodged, and ſecured, all the bleſhngs of the 
new covenant, rich, innumerable, and everlaſting ; that 
they might be ever near to us; none of them be loſt; 
and that he might be honoured in the conveyance there- 
of, Without receiving him, we obtain no ſaving bene- 
fit; and in embracing him, we obtain all inexhauſtible 
ſtores of grace and glory Fear God, my ſoul, there is 
no want to them that ſear him. 

120. Chriſt is compared to a refiner's F1RE and fuller's 
$0AP (5). By the pure preaching of his word, he re- 
moves droſſy and ſpotted errors and hereſies. By the 
influence of his Spirit, he purges out ſpots, and droſſy 
corruption from our heart. By common or ſpecial in- 
fluence, he renders ſpotted perſons apparently, or really, 
pure in his ſight, By fearful judgments, he removes 
the ſpots, the wicked perſons, of a nation or church, 
into endleſs wo, Who may abide the day of his co- 
ming ! | | 
121. Chriſt is compared to a $TANDARD, ENSIGN, or 
BANNER (c). The elevation of him in his perſon, his 
faithtulneſs, and love, in the ancient council of peace; 
in the Old Teſtament promiſes and types; in his incar- 
nation life, death, reſurrection, and glory; in the go- 
ſpel revelation, and ſaving diſcovery of his excelleucy; 
is God's great ſignal of war with ſin, with Satan, and 
the world; and of his victory over them; and of our 
peace with God, with our c nſcience, with holy angels, 
and good men: it is the grand means of diſpiriting Satan 
and his allies; and of gathering and enliſting us to Jeſus 
himſelf ;. the great means of exciting, encouraging, and 
directing us in our ſpiritual conflicts, and enabling us to 
obtain complete victory therein. He 1s repreſented as 
a ſtandard bearer among ten thouſand.. la the above 


manner, and for the mentioned purpoſes, he lifts up | 


himſelf, and goes before his people in their ſpiritual 
war. Be thou, my ſoul, /frong in the Lord, and in the 
power of bis might. 


(4) Col. i 19. () Mab ili. 2. 0% l xi. 10. and 
Ig. | 
122, Chriſt 
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122. Chriſt is compared to a sTAFF, @ STAY, or sur- 
PORTING friend (a). By dependence on his righteouſ- 
neſs, his power, his love, his interceſſion, and faithful» 
neſs, are his choſen people ſupported under their burdens, 
of guilt, of corruption, or trouble; and enabled to walk 
up through this wilderneſs world, to the high, the pro- 
miſed land of endleſs felicity. For ever, O Jeſus, let 
me lean on thee, | | | el 

123. Chriſt is like the hARNIOTS of Amminadib (5). 
How quick ! how majeſtic his love- approaches, to relieve 
and comfort his diſtreſſed ſaints! in what eaſy, ſafe, 
quick, and royal manner, he bears and. carries them, 
through this waſte howling deſert, into eternal happi- 
neſs ! | 0 
124. Chriſt is called wonderRFUL (e). What count - 
leſs! what unſearchable myſteries and miracles of in- 
finite, eternal, and immutable, being, wiſdom, power, 
holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth, ate exhibited in 
his perſon, his office, appearance, and work! In him 
every wonderful union created, or divine concurs, and 
every marvellous purpoſe, doctrine, promiſe, and pro» 
vidence, doth centre! How incomprehenſible. his divine 
excellencies ! his eternal generation! his afſuming the 
kkeneſs of ſinful fleſh! How deep his abaſement ! how 
high his exaltation ! how finiſhed his righteouſneſs ! how 
tender his love! how incomprehenſible his whole work t 
how ſtrange his bounty! how marvelays bis habitation 
in us! and his returns to- bleſs us! Aſk, my ſoul, pry 
into, his name; for it is ſecret. 

125. Chriſt is called aLL in ALT (4). He is in all 
places, in all the churches, and all the hearts of his 
people. He makes and performs. all things: he compre- 
hends all excellency, tranſcends all creatures, contains, 
and beſtows all good. He is the Creator, the preſerver, 


* 


the governor, diſpoſer, heir, and end of all creatures; 


the antitype, the ſubſtance, the ſcope, and end of all 
divinely inſtitute ceremonies; the deviſer, the founda- 
tion, the means, and end of all divine purpoſes; the 
maker, the furniſher, the publiſher, the confirmer, the 


|. (9, Song vn . ( Song vi 42. % Ic ix. 6 (8) Cob. 
IL 11. | A 
fulfiller, 
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falfiller, the ſubſtance, centre, and ſcope, of all gra- 
cious promiſes ; the author, the revealer, the exemplifier, 
the ſubject, and end of all inſpired doctrines; the giver, 
the fulkller, the end of all ſacred laws; the contracter, 
the magniſier, and executer of all divine covenants; and 
the purchaſer, price, diſpenſer, matter, and end of all 
ſaving privileges. He is the inſtitutor, maintainer, 
ſubſtance, and ſcope of all goſpel ordinances; the au- 
thor, the object, the example, the preſerver, reſtorer, 
increaſer, and finiſher of all Chriſtian graces; and the 
cauſe, the pattern, the motive, the aſſiſtant, the director, 
and means of acceptance, in all holy exerciſes. All- com- 
prehending Lord, art thou my Go, and my ALL? 

126. Chriſt's name is like 0INTMENT poured forth (a]. 
Apprehended by faith, his perſon, character, office, re- 
lations, righteouſneſs, and grace, have a moſt free, a 
molt extenſive, precious, and ſweet-ſmelling influence, 
to quicken, cleanſe, mollify, heal, ſtrengthen, exhila- 
rate, and adorn our ſoul, and fit them for wreſtling with 
Satan and our luſts; and for running in the way of God's 
commandments, Be thou, my ſoul, a good ſavour of 
Chrift, to all around. 

127. Chriſt's love is L IFR, and BETTER THAN LIFE (6), 
It is the ſource, the begetter, the reſtorer, the main- 
tainer, and perfecter of our ſpiritual life; the beſtower, 
conſerver, and ſubſtance of our eternal life. How inex- 
preſſible its comforts! How it ſweetens my natural exiſt- 
ence! heals my maladies! redreſſes my grievances ! 
enriches my ſoul with God as her portion! and enrap- 
tures my heart! How much niore precious, pleaſant, 
laſting, ſure, and uſeful than this natural life! Whea 
heart and fleſh faint and fail, it ſhall be my eternal ex- 
cellency, and joy. of many generations. | 

128. Chriſt's love is compared to wins (c). By his 
being trode in the wine-fat of his Father's wrath, was it 
manifeſted, and prepared. How precious, pleaſant, and 
_ diſtinguiſhing is it! What a reviving, comfarting, heal- 
ing, appetizing, invigorating, and emboldening influ- 
ence, hath. it on our heart! And for antiquity, dura- 


. (9) Song i. 3. () Pſal. xxx. 5. and Iii. 3. ) Song 
4 


tion, 
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tion, harmleſſneſs, freeneſs, purity, plenty; and for its 

R power to quicken the dead in treſpaſſes and fins, pre- 
', ſerve from death eternal, and create joy unſpeakable, 
's and full of glory, how far it exceeds the beſt wine! Drink 
'y hereof abundantly, my ſoul, that thou mayſt forget thy 
4 ſorrows, and remember thy miſery no more. | 
129. Chriſt's love is compared to a BANNER diſplayed 
in a banqueting-houſe (a). While he opens his word to 


K his people; while he admits them into covenant - union, 
7 and entertains them with ſpecial intimacy with himſelf; 
wh how his love engages and draws their heart to his ſer- 
r, vice; and excites, encourages, ſtrengthens, diſtinguiſh- 
5 es, directs, and protects them in their ſpiritual conflicts 


with Satan, the world, and their luſts! Thus let me ſight 
. with principalities and powers, and with ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs in high places. 
: 130. Chriſt's righteouſneſs is called 8Lood (b). By 
Gy the ſhedding of his blood he finiſhed. it, Cloſely it ad- 
heres where-ever it is applied. How marvellous its ef- 
ficacy to quench the fiery indignation of God, the fiery 
darts of Satan's temptation, and the flaming enmity of 
f our corrupt heart! The ſprinkling of it, imports a real, 
| a cloſe, a liberal, full, kindly, and ſkilful application of 
)- it to our conſcience, by the Spirit of God, To him who 
8 loved us, and waſhed us from our int in his blood, be 
glory and hanour for ever and ever, Amen. 

131. Chriſt's righteouſneſs is called EAN wa- 
et TER (c). It is the pure righteouſne God, How 
ſweetly it refreſhes our heart, purif our conſcience 

from dead works, purges off all our gilt; and, before 


c. God as a judge, renders us clean every whit, whiter 
x than the ſnow ! Bleſſed water, how plentiful! how com- 
6 mon and free! how uſeful, quickening, and refreſhing ! 
how it ſpreads its virtue; penetrates into my heart! How 
- unhampeted my acceſs to drink of, or bathe myſelf there- 
in! | 
d 132. Chriſt's righteouſneſs is compared to a BREAST- 
* PLATE (4). Imputed by God, applied by faith, it pro- 
: tes our ſoul, repels Satan's accuſations, reſiſts his fiery 


(a) Song ii. 4. (5) t Pet. i. 2. (e) Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 
3 %) Eph. vi. 1 18 


temptations, 
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temptations, and ſecures us from the condemnation, the 
vengeance of Heaven. | 1 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs is com 


pared to a garment or li- 
nen robe. SeeN® 115. | 
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1. T HE Holy Ghoſt is compared to an Au 34884 
| vox (a). Agreeable to the diſpenſation of 
the new covenant, he is ſent by ; he comes in the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 'the King of nations, and of his adored 
Father. And with infinite wiſdom, power, and ſolem- 
nity,. he, in the word of the goſpel, propoſes to our ſoul 
a treaty of peace with God, of marriage with Chriſt, and 
of traffic with heaven. Powerfully he perſuades us hearti- 
ly to accept thereof; and by ſealing us up to the day of 
redemprion, he irreverſibly ratifies the agreement, And 
ah! how vexed, how grieved with our rejection of his 
propoſals; our reſiſtence to his motions, and his ſtriving 
with our conſcience! Grieve not, my ſoul, the holy Spi- 
rift, whereby I am ſealed to the day of redemption. 

2. The Holy Ghoſt is called an apvocars (5). By 
his word, by I miracles and common operations that 
attend it, he s the cauſe. of our adored Redeemer 
againſt an-evil Id. By his ſaving diſcoveries and in- 
fluences, he pleads it in our heart, againſt our corrupt 
Juſts, and affections; and againſt the falſe and injurious 
allegations of Satan. According to the will of God, he 
makes interceſhon for the ſaints, exciting them to prayer; 
enditing their requeſts; directing and enabling them to 
preſent them at a throne of grace; and wait for the gra- 
cious anſwer thereof, Blefſed pleader, make interceſſion 
for and in me, with groanings, which cannot be uttered, 

3. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to a TEACHER (c). 
Poſſcfſed of a comprehenſive, an infiaite knowledge of all 


(a) John xvi. 2. (% John xvi. 8---t0, Rom. viii. 26. 25. 
(e) John xiv. 25. 


things ; 


the 
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things; and notwithſtanding of the moſt fearful contempt 
and oppoſition, he, with amazing ſkill, care, kindneſs, and 
patience, ſeaſonably and effeQually inſpired, and ſtill opens 
up the myſterious doctrines, laws, promiſes, and threat · 
enings of the-oracles of God, and fixes them in our me- 
mory and heart, He ſhews us the ſinfulneſs and miſery 
of our fallen ſtate : ſhews what and whoſe we are, He 
enlightens our mind in the knowledge of the perſon, the 
offices, the relations, righteouſneſs, power, and love of 
Jeſus Chriſt: and inſtructs us how to receive and im- 
prove him, as made of Ged to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanitification, and redemption. He teacheth us the way 
to manage our heart, our time, our gifts, our grace : 
how therewith, beſt to promote the glory of God, and 
our own, and our neighbour's real and laſting felicity. 
His preſence, how ineſtimable a bleſſing ! his abſence, 
how fearful a plague ! When ſinners remain hardened in 
fin, how oft he ceaſes ſtriving with their conſcience, and 
gives them up to the luſts and imaginations of their evil 
heart! Unmatched inſtructor, open thou mine eyes, that 
I may ſee wondrous things out of thy law, Inſtruct and 
teach me in the way wherein I ſhould go. 

4. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to a wiTxEss (a). 
With unhiaſſed fidelity, unſullied clearneſs, and evi- 


-dence, he te/tifies againſt us; undeniably proves to our 


conſcience, the truth, the heinous nature, of our crimes: 
he teſtifies of Chrift; convincingly proves to our ſoul, 
that he is infinitely glorious, powerful, ſuitable, able and 
ready, to ſave us, who are loſt : he tiſliſies of the pro- 
miſes of the new covenant, that they are adapted to our 
caſe, and divinely directed to our conſcience : he teſtifies 
the truth of our gracious eſtate, witneſing with our ſpi- 
rita that we are the children of God; exciting and ſhi- 
ning on the grace within us, and on the marks of it noted 
in the word; and perſuading us of the true fimilitude 
betwixt them: he teſtifies the ſincerity of our good works, 
witneſſiag with our conſcience, that they proceed from 
Jeſus' preſence in our heart, are agreeable to God's law, 
and acceptable in his fight, 

„ 5+ The Holy Ghoſt is compared to a LEADER 


{s) John xv. 26 Rom. vill 16. 
K and 
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and GUIDE (a). Poſſeſſed of a perfect knowledge of the 


wilderneſs and fea of a preſent evil world, and of the 
courſe proper for every believer therein, he comes to 
them in their time of reed, continually abides with them, 
dwells in their heart, and by his word, and influence, 
leads them to the promiſe, the perſon, the blood and 
righteouſneſs, power and fulneſs of a Redeemer ; he en- 
courages their ſpirit; directs them to their duty; and 
points out the dangerous errors, habits, and practices 
they ought to avoid: he protects them from the aſſaults 
of fin, Satan, and the world; and at laſt brings them 
ſafe to the deſired habitation of endleſs felicity. To 
| thee, good Spirit, I reſign my blind, my bewildered ſoul; 

lead thou me to the land of uprightneſs: let me no more 
complain of rough ways; it is the Lord who leads me a- 
bout to humble me, and to prove me, and to do me good 
in my latter end. | 

6. The Holy Ghoſt is called the couroxrER (5). 
How kindly he ſympathizes with the ſaints in their ma- 
nifold afflictions ! he comes to, abides with, and is high- 
ly defired and eſteemed by them, Tenderly he examines 
our caſe, teproves what is faulty, and enables us to waſh 
off its guilt in a Saviour's blood, and in his ſtrength, 
mortify the deeds of the body, that we may live. In 
his word he ſeaſonably preſents the moſt ſweet, and ſub- 
ſtantial, and ſure grounds of ſpiritual comfort: that 
Jeſus the Son, the ſent of God, has borne our griefs, car- 
Tied our ſorrows, ſatisfied for our fins, and brought in 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs to cover our guilty ſouls: 
that, well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, God who 
loves us with an everlaſting love, doth in the promiſe give 
himſelf to be our God: that in the new covenant pro- 
miſes, the whole fulneſs of God is brought near and ſe- 
cured to our ſoul: that our manifold troubles flow from 
redeeming kindneſs, are light and ſhort; but uſeful to 
promote our ſanctification; and work for us an exceeds 
ing and eternal weight of glory: that we ſhall be for 
ever with the Lord, filled with his fulneſs, and made 
like him, by ſeeing him as he is. Theſe he determines 
our heart to apply, and ſo quickens, ſupports, refreſhes, 


(s) John xiv. 16. 17. (5) John xiv. 26. 
n ſanctifies, 
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ſanctiſies, and fills it with joy unſpeakable and full of 
lory. 

; 5 The Holy Spirit is repreſented as a ugs r, an IN» 
HABITANT (4), His perſon being infinite, and all the 
ſaints the one myſtical body of Chriſt, he, in his perſon 
and influence, reſides in each of theit hearts. This dwell- 
ing he chuſes, prepares, and furniſhes for himſelf, and 
is, with inexpreſhble delight, ever preſent and operative 
therein, Bleſſed one, let all my powers be filled with 
thy glory. If I have not thee, I am none of Chriſt's, 

8. He is compared to a Dove or TURTLE (5). In 
ſabſiſtence he is diſtinct from the Father and Son; is a 
complete, a divine perſon in himſelf, How infinitely 
glorious, pure, and holy! How meek, condeſcending, 
and peaceable ! How firmly he cleaves to ſuch as are 
once joined to him! How ſwiftly he flies to relieve and 
comfort them! How affectionately he delights in them! 
how convincingly he informs their conſcience, that the 
winter-ſtorm of God's wrath is paſt, and the floods of 
his vengeance dried up! And, by reſting on Chriſt and 
his members, how myſteriouſly he conveys his quicken- 
ing, ſanctifying, meekening, and refreſhful influence ! 

9. He is catled the power or rid EN 9f God (c). 
Operating in his perſon, with wat aſtoniſhing might and 
ſkill, doth the divine nature make, furniſh, and adorn 
the works of creation, providence, and redemption ! 
Come, my ſoul, behold the doing of the Lord: let it be 
wondrous in thine eyes. 

10. He is compared to via, and called the ſpirit of 
burning (d). How powerfully his influence penetrates 
into the inmoſt receſſes of our ſoul ! How it enlightens 
our mind ; melts, ſoftens, and ſubdues our will ; purges 
our conſcience ; warms-and quickens our affections; com- 
forts our heart; conſumes our droſs, rendering us holy 
as he is holy, and enabling us to aſcend in heavenly de- 
fires, affections, and meditations ! But ah! how hinder- 
ed, obſcured, and quenched, by carnality of mind; by 
ſenſuality ; ſloth, or preſumptuous ſinning ! He is repre- 
ſented by cloven tongues of fire ſitting on the apolties, 


(% Rom. viii. Matth. iik 16. Song ii. 12. (e Luke 
t& 34 and xi. 20 (d) If. iv. 4. Acts ii. 3. 
K 2 to 


112 | Saered Tropology. 


to denote his qualifying them zealouſly, ſucceſsfully, and 
in divers languages, to preach the everlaſting goſpel. He 
is called ſeven lamps of fire, to denote his perfect fulneſs 
of enlightening and heart- warming influence. 
11, He is compared to winD-(a). In what a ſove- 
reign, ſurpriſing, incomprehenſible, inviſible, piercing, 
Powerful, and conquering manner, do his convincing, 
kis illuminating, his renewing, .comforting, ſtrengthen- 
ig, his heart melting, drawing, enlarging, ſanctifying, 
his luſt cooling, ſin- mortifying, his interceding, wit- 
neſſing, and ſealing influences, affect our ſoul ! His in- 
fluences are repreſented by a ruſhing mighty wind ; to 
ſignify, that nothing can withſtand their power. They 
are called four wind; ; to denote their abundant variety; 
their fitneſs and' readineſs to anſwer every man's caſe, 
His convincing influences are called the north wind, be- 
cauſe often boiſterous, alway nipping to our conſcience, 
cauſing us to tremble on account of our ſinful nakedneſs 
and guilt, His enlightening and comforting influence is 
call:d the '/outh wind, becauſe it delights, warms, re- 
freſhes, and fructiſies our heart. 7 

12. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to rain and DEW (6). 
What a free, a ſovereign, a ſeaſonable gift of God to 
men! How gently; how gradually; how extenſively, 
and irreſiſtibly, do his influences deſcend on our ſoul! 
and on ſome, while others are paſſed by! How abſo- 
Autely neceſſary in the ſeed-time of converſion; and in 
the ſeaſon of ſpiritual drought, whether occaſioned by 
deſertion, or cauſed by carnal care, and prevalent luſt ! 
How oft they deſcend in conſequence of fervent prayer ! 
And what a beneficial, ſoftening, and refreſhing, fruQi- 
fying, and adorning nyerey to the church! 

13. He is compared to WATER (c). How abſolutely 
neceſſary his influences to our ſpiritual life ! In the goſpel, 
how generally offered and free! How effectual to quench 
the fire of luſt, of pride, of paſſion, hatred, malice ; to 
extinguiſh the fiery darts, the temptations of Satan; to 


wOtnds and bruiſes; ſoften our ſtony hearts, and ren- 


() John iii. 8. Ezek. xxxvjj- 9 Song iv. 16 (0) 1. v. 6. 
John iii. 5. 
der 


nſe away our ſinful defilement; heal our ſpiritual 
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der them ſuſceptible of impreſſions by- the word, the 
providence of God! How ſweetly they refreſh our lan- 
guiſhing ſoul ; quench our ſinful thirſt after carnal things; 
nouriſh our new man; render us ſtrong in gracious. 
habits, and fruitful in every good word and work! God's 
pouring out this water, denotes his liberal and abundant 
communication thereof, His ſprinlling it on us, imports 
his real, his cloſe, his plentiful, kindly, ſkilful, and gra- 
dual application thereof. 

14, He is compared to WATERS; RIVERS; and 
rLooDs (a). How pure, perpetual, free, patent! How 
abundant, powerful, unſearchable, ſpreading, and all- 
overcoming his influence! How pleaſant, refreſhing, 
cleanſing! How fructifying, enriching, adorning, and 
protecting! How, on ſome occaſions, they overflow the 
banks of ordinances, their ordinary channels! By theſe, 
how ſweetly we trade with God, in receipt of his free 
favours, and returns of holy duties; and with. men, in 
the exerciſe of — and brotherly kindneſs ! By them, 
how ſweetly are we ſeparate and diſtinguiſhed from car + 
nal men; are protected from our ſpiritual foes; and at 
laſt carried out into the_gcean of endleſs felicity! He is 
called living waters; water of life ; à welh of water, 
ſpringing up to everlaſiing life. His influences are ever 
freſh and runniag; and do beget, reſtore, maintain, and 
perfect the life of our ſoul. His proceeding from under 
the temple ; from Feruſalem ; from under the throne of 
Ged, and the Lamb, his running be/ide the altar in the 
midſt of the city towards the eaſt, to water the valley of 
Shittim; and running into the dead ſea, cauſing every 
thing to live, and be fruitful ; healing every thing except 
the mariſhes, and continuing both ſummer and winter ; 
imports, that his ſaving influences are the fruit of Jeſus? 
death, and of God's being pacified and pleaſed in him; 
that they are eaſily and equally- acceſhble to all in the 
church; that they water the lowly, fructify the barren, 
quicken the dead, and make all that are ordained to e- 


- ternal life to revive, and live by faith on the Son of 


God; that they are to be obtained, and do attend the 


(% If. xv. 6. and xliv. 4 Tech xiv. 8. Rev. xxii. 12 Jobn | 
Ive 14 Eck., xlvii- 1.--13 Rev. xxik. . 2. Joel ith, 1. 
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faints, in every caſe, pleaſant, or diſtreſſing. Bleſſed 


River, O quicken and make glad the city of our God, 


May thy floods prevail, till our higheſt mountains of cor- 
ruption, error, and diviſion, be covered. 

15. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to wine (a). Is 
not his ſaving influence the fruit of Jeſus” preſſure, in the 
fat of his Father's fury? And how refreſhful, exhilara- 
ting, nutritive, ſtrengthening, and emboldening to our 
ſoul! How, bleſſed Spirit, it refreſhes my languiſhing 
heart, and reſtores her again! How it fills me with, joy 
and gladneſs; ſtrengthens me in the Lord my God; en- 
ables. me to run in the way of his commandments, when 


thou haſt enlarged my heart; makes me to rejoice in 


God my Saviour, rejoice in tribulation, and fill my mouth 
with his praiſe all the day! How it emboldens me to 
come near unto God, even to his ſeat, and plead my 
very crimes, as an argument for mercy ! Refreſhed with 
this wine, I ſeek out my ſpiritual enemies; and in the 


name of the Lord deſtroy. them. Though ten thouſands 


riſe up againſt me, in this I am confident: dauntleſs, I. 
reſiſt the devil, till he flee from me; crucify the fleſh,. 
with her affeQtions and luſts; glory in the croſs of Chriſt, 
by ang the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world. N 
16. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to m11.x (5). How 
pare and ur mixed his influence! How ſweet and plea- 
ant !- How nouriſhing under weakneſs! How natural pro- 
viſion to the heaven born ſon]! How medicinal and heal- 
ing! How reſtorative under ſpiritual conſumptions 
17. He is compared to oi and OINTMENT (c). How 
efficaciouſly his influences enlighten our mind in the 
knowledge of Chriſt and ſpiritual things; ſoften our 
beart; ſearch, cleanſe, and cure our ſpiritual wounds! 
revive, exhilarate, warm, refreſh, nouriſh, ſtrengthen, 
and adorn our ſoul! How they ſweeten, give an agree- 
able reliſh to the word, and providence of God! ex- 
pel the poiſon, the venom of ſinful eorruption! prevent 


convulſive fas of unbelicf, 22 and car- 


nal fear! open obſtrudions of legal terror abd perplex- 
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ing doubts! how they enable to breathe after God in 
holy defire and fervent prayer! anoint and confecrate us 
to, and qualify us for ſerving God, and warring with our 
fpiritual foes! Never, bleſſed Spirit, can thy influence 
utterly dry up, nor in the leaſt incorporate with our luſt: 
and for this, how hated; how diſreliſhed by carnal men! 
He is called the 0i/ of joy or gladneſs ; for, what pleaſure 
and joy, eſpecially in the heavenly. ſtate, doth his in : 
fluence produce! Under its power, Irie, in tribula- 
tion, count it all joy when I fall into divers tempta- 
tions, 

18, The Holy Ghoſt is compared to a 8za (a). By 


the application of his word and gracious influence, he, 


with infinite power and authority, changes our heart, 
making us holy as he is holy. He ſtamps the authority 
of Heaven upon the hiſtories, the doctrines, the laws, 
the promiſes, threatenings, and predictions of ſcripture ; 
and unfolds, or conceals them from men as he pleaſeth. 
His choſen he confirms the new covenant with, confirms 
them in their gracious ſtate, ſeals them up to the day 
of redemption, hides, ſecures, and diſtinguiſheth them 
from the reſt. of the world. Nay, he it was that fur» 
niſhed and marked out our adored Jeſus to his mediatory 
office. At your higheſt peril, do you, ſons of men, 
counterfeit and break this ſeal, by adding to, or. taking 
from the terms or ſenſe of his word; or by indulging 
yourſelves in hypocriſy and luſt, If I name the name of 
Chriſt, let me depart from 1niquity. 

19. He is compared to an EARNEST:(5), Of the ſame 
nature with theſe in heaven, are his influences conferred 
in this life : they confirm God's covenant to us, and our 
engagement to him: they ſecure our: eternal happineſs ; 
and are ſufficient to preſerve our ſpiritual life, till we ar- 
rive at that more abundant perfection. Bleſſed Spirit, be 
a Ts my God, my guide, my. ſeal, my earneſt, 
my all. d | | 


( Eph. i. 13. and iv. 30\ ͤ "ph. i. 14 
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K. I. 
Of metaphors reſpecting good angeli. 


1. Ngels are called ELOHIM or Goss, (a), for their 
A ſpiritual nature, their tranſcendent dignity, 
power, and wiſdom. . | | 

2. They are called sons or Go (5). Immediately 
were they created by him, and dearly are they beloved 
in his fight: daily they attend his glorious preſence ; and 
into the moſt familiar intimacy are they admitted, How 
like him in their ſpiritual ſubſtance, wiſdom, and ſtrength ! 
How actively they imitate him in his ſpotleſs holineſs, and 
eare of his church! And with what readineſs, delight, 
and pleaſure, do they keep his commandments, and 
| hearken to the voice of his word! 

3. They are called rriNczs, PRINCIPALITIES, 
POWERS, THRONES, D@MINIONS (c). With diſtin- 
uiſned power, and as the deputies of God, do they in- 
ct, manage, and direct events unnumbered, and ex- 
ecute his purpoſes of mercy and judgment on earth. 

4. They are called God's nosT(d). Commanded 
by Jenovan, by Jeſus the captain of our ſalvation, in 
comely order, they guard and protect his ſaints; repreſs, 
or cut off his and their enemies; and with loud Halle- 
lujah's celebrate his victorious triumphs. Rejoice, ye 
ranſomed, moe and ſtronger are with you, than with the 
world. | * 

J. They are called waTcners (e). They ſleep not, 

day nor night; but continually are they exerciſed in at- 
tending and praiſing God; in waiting their reſpective or- 
ders from him; in careful obſervation of perſons and 
things in this world; in providing for, in healing, com- 

forting, teaching, encouraging, guarding, delivering, and' 
rejoicing over the ſaints; in tranſporting their ſoul to- 
heaven at death, in gathering and ſeparating them from 


(a) Pſal. xcvii. 7. (5). Job xxxviii. 7. (c Col. i. 16. 
the 


Dan. x. 21. (4) Gen. XXX. 2. () Dan. iv. 
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the wicked at the laſt day; and in infatuating, reſtrain- 
ing, and ruining their enemies: and are not they ſome- 
times. divinely employed to give warning of approaching 
judgments or mercies ? | | 

6. Angels are repreſented as the MEs$SENGERS of God, 
and MINISTERS to his ſaints (4). At God's commiſhon 
they come forth to aſſiſt the ſaints, in whatever buſineſs 
they have need of them, How oft they aſſiſt to provide 
for their bodies, to heal their maladies ; direct and pre- 
fer ve them on journies; deliver them from outward ca- 
lamities; reſtrain what tends to hurt them; or cut off 
their enemies! How oft they make known to the ſaints 
the will of God; ſuggeſt good thoughts; comfort them; 
help and aſſiſt them againſt temptations! See No 5. 

7. They are called uE (6). Oft they appeared in 
the likeneſs of ſtrong and beautiful men, importing their 
beauty of holineſs, and their readineſs to run in the way 
of God's commands, or to fight his battles. 8 

8. They are called nn RUuDIus (c), becauſe of their. 


ſtrength and comelineſs. And if the cherubims of image- 


work had four faces, that of a man repreſented angels 
knowledge, affection, majeſty, prudence, and beauty: 
that of a Lion, their might, boldneſs, and courage: 
that of an ox, their delight, patience, activity, and 
faithfulneſs in God's ſervice: that of an EAGLE, their 
immediate viſion of God; their deep penetration into hig 
myſteries; their perpetual vigour ; and quick execution 
of their work, 

9. Perhaps they are called sEAAPTHIus, or fiery 
ones (4), becauſe of their ſpiritual nature, purity, 
ſtrength, and majeſtic awe. Their wings import their 
vigour, readineſs, and quick execution of God's com - 
mandments: the covering of their faces with their wings, 
fipnifies their incapacity to beheld the full brightneſs of 
the divine glory : their covering of their feet with their 


wings, denotes their bluſhing at their beſt fervice before 


God, 
10. Angels are compared to CHArloTs and HOR- 
$Es (e), becauſe of their ſpiritual comelineſs, ſtrength, 


(a) Heb. i. 14 (5) Gen. xviii. and xix (%) Pal. xviii. 
10. (ai) If. vi. 2. (e] 2 Kings ii. 11. and vi. 17. 
courage, 
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courage, and uſefulneſs, in the diſplay of God's preſence, 

majeſty, glory, and might; in ſaving his people, tranſ- 
porting them to paradiſe, and in conquering and treading 
down their oppoſers. They are ſometimes repreſented 
as red and fiery, to ſignify how terrible and deſtructive 
their execution of God's wrath; and what dread their 
protection of the ſaints ſpread among their enemies: 
fometimes as white, to denote their execution of God's 
| purpoſes of mercy and love: ſometimes as black, to ſig- 
nify the unſearchable, awful, and confounding nature of 
65 their work: ſometimes as bay and grizz/ed, to ſignify 
|  _- their mixed execution of mercy and wrath, | 

11. Angels are called Mo NN STARS (a). Crea- 
ted in the beginning of God's work, how beautiful and 
glorious in their nature! how conſtant in their holy ex- 
erciſe! how uſeful to conduct and comfort the ſaints, 
in the dark morning of their militant ſtate! And is not 

their attendance, a ſure pledge of an approaching, a near 
day of endleſs brightneſs and joy ? 

12. They are compared to FLAMES OF FIRE (6), 
How eminent their love to God! how burning their zeal 
for his glory! How awful, irrefiſtible, and oft ſudden, 
is their deſtruction of the wicked! How complete their 
defence of the ſaints ! q 5 

13. They are compared to the wind (c). Inviſible 

to our bodily eye, they come forth, move, and act at 

the pleaſure of God. How tranſcendently quick and 
powerful their operation, in blaſting the perſon and pro- 
perty of the wicked; and in refreſhing the ſaints, and 
helping them forward to their haven of bliſs ! 


* 
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Of metaphors reſpecling fallen angels. 
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1. HEY are called pev1rs, or falſe accuſers (d). 
| Moſt wickedly they ſlander God to men, miſ- 
repreſenting his wiſdom, his power, holineſs, juſtice, 
(a) Job xxxviii. 7. (6) Pal. civ. 4 (9) Pfal. civ. 4 

Heb. (4) Matth. iv. 24 
goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, mercy, and truth; his doctrines, his laws, 


purpoſes, promiſes, threatenings, and providence, To 
obtain his permiſhon to hurt and deſtroy, how oft they 
maliciouſly accuſe men to God ! How oft to mens own 
conſcience they falſely accuſe them, ſaints as hypocritic 
diſſemblers; and convinced perſons as chargeable with 
the unpardonable fin! How actively, though ſecretly, 
they ſuggeſt the reproachful thoughts and ſpeeches ſo 
common on earth ! Till 1 chuſe to be a devil incarnate, 
let me ſpeak evil of no man. 

2. They are called yx1ncCiyaLITIES, POWERS, and 
RULERS, of the darkneſs of this world (a). How great 
and extenſive their power and dominion over Jews, Hea- 
thens, Mahometans, and nominal Chriſtians, theſe large, 
but blind and ignorant tribes of mankind ! Ignorance and 
deluſion are the ſupport of their power and influence 
men being all naturally ignorant of God, are ſubject to 
them, till effectually called from darkneſs, to God's mar- 
vellous light: and where, on earth, the light of in- 
ſpired truth is unknown, or obſcured, they openly go- 
vern, Ah, how theſe other /ords have had dominion 
over me! But now, Lord, will I ozly make mention of thy 
name 

3. They are compared to warrIouts (5). Armed 
with the permiſhon of God and their own matice, with 
the utmoſt fury and fraud, they oppoſe the work of God, 
in his church and the ſouls of men; terrible, deſtructive, 
and fiery darts of temptation they caſt into mens heart; | 
fiery contentions and perſecutions they caſt into the vi- 
ſible church : often, with open violence, they attack the 
people of God; oft, under ſome innocent or holy appear» 
ance, they lay ſnares for their life: proud, daring, un- 
wearied, and cruel, they alway thirſt for our ruin: 
conſtantly they watch in their own defence, and ſeize. 
every advantage againſt our foul. How oft they take cap- 
tive, and cruelly uſe the moſt precious ſaints! How 
haughtily they triumph in every defeat given to the 
church, and her true members ! But freſh ſprinkled with 
Jeſus* blood, ſtrong in his might, reſiſt, my ſoul, the 
devil, and he ſhall flee from thee, 


(-) Eph. vi. 11. 0% Rev. xii 7 
P ( 4» They 
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3. They are called BzLiat, without yoke, profit, op 
uſcent (a). Furiouſly they rebel againſt God, as if un- 
bound by his law: no promiſe to their deluded votaries 
they ſincerely regard : nothing in them, or done by them, 
is of any true value or uſe : never ſhall they regain their 
former eſtate, or aſcend to their ancient felicity, 

5. They are compared to yRrI$8ONERS and Car- 

_ Trives (5). In the ſtrong, the tormenting, the ſhame. 
ful chains of darkneſs; the chains of their own corrup- 
tions, and of the condemning curſe, and reſtraining pro- 
vidence of God, are they confined, and bound over to end- 
leſs wrath. From their wretched ſtate they can never 
eſcape ; nor can they do ought, without a divine per- 
miſhon. In his death, in his exaltation to glory, Jeſus 
took them captives, and condemned them to the flaviſh 
'drudgery of ſcourging his foes, or chaſtizing his children, 
as he pleaſeth. Let never their dread damp my ſoul; 
They are faſt bound in my God, my Saviour's chain. 

6. They, and their agents, are compared to FOWLy 
75 the air (c). How devoid their condition of all true 
fixedneſs and reſt! How ſuddenly they aſſault us when ( 
hearing the ſacred word, and carry it off from our me- { 
mory, our heart, our affection! Lord, hide it deep in { 
my ſoul, that it may ever abide with me, and bring forth 
much fruit, ” 1 

7. They are called 6oaTs, or HAIRY ONEs (4). 
Before God, their moral appearance ; oft before men, their 5 
viſible, how unſightly, abominable, and ſhocking ! How 
they delight in, feed upon, and are filled with the poiſon 0 
of iniquity! Their behaviour, how deteſtable to every 0 
one holy and pure! With what pleaſure they perform { 
miſchief ; what injury they do Chriſt's militant ſheep! f 
And how 'oft, under the form of goats, ſatyrs, and other V 
hairy animals, have their Heatheniſh votaries adored I - 
them! | G 

8. Evil angels, eſpecially their chief is called SaTan, u 
the malicious, obſtinate, impudent adverſary (e). How 
burning, ſhameleſs, and implacable, their malice to- 
wards God, or towards men! How craftily ; how furt- Y 
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(a) 2 Cor vi. rs (5) Rev. vx. . 2. Jude 6. Pſal. Ixviil, 
18. (e) Matth. xiii. 4. (4) Lev xyii- 7. 2 Chron. xi. 15. ( 
Heb. (e) Job 1. and ii, 
ouſly 
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ouſly they ſeek and ſeize opportunities of diſhonouring 
the former, and ruining the latter! Men he ſpeaketh fair, 
my ſoul, believe him net, for there are ſeven abominations 
in his heart. | 1 
9. Satan is called the Go of this world (a). The 
molt part of men on earth he gives law to, governs, di- 
reds, and influences; and by their ignorance, profane- 
neſs, diſſimulation, idolatry, and ſuperſtition, is he cheer- 
fully and zealouſly worſhipped and ferved. Other evil 
ſpirits, wicked magiſtrates, and miniſters, are his an- 
gels, meſſengers, attendants, and deputies, whom he 
ſends forth to act in his name. Tranſgreſhng againſt God, 
and injuring the ſouls of men, is his acceptable worſhip, 
Sinful oaths, witchcraft, ſorcery, charming, necromancy, 
are his ſolemn appointments, Superſtitious ſeaſons are his 
ſabbaths, his feſtivals. Balls, ſtage-plays, drunken clubs, 
conventions for-idolatry, or will-worſhip, are the ſolemn 
aſſemblies of his adorants. Come not, my ſoul, into their 
ſecret : mine honour be thou not united. | 

10. Satan is transformed into an ANGEL OF LIGHT (5). 
Once he was ſo; and how oft, while he ſeeks to promote 
the vileſt crimes, doth he put on the molt ſhining pre- 
tences to eminent knowledge, wiſdom, evangelic liberty, 
holineſs, or zeal ! Be not, my ſoul, ignorant of, or inad- 
vertant to his devices. 

11. He is called the PRI cE of the power of the 
air (e). Such evil ſpirits as partly reſide in, and fly a- 
bout in the air; ſuch unſtable men as labour and feed 
on airy and unſubſtantial fancies, are under his rule and 
direction. And, at God's permiſſion, he can raiſe aerial 
ſtorms and tempeſts. Is my God in the heavens? what 
pleaſed him he hath done: die not then, my ſoul, for 
want of ſubſtantial wiſdom : aſk it of God, 

12. He is called the FaTHER of Hing and liars (d). 


By him was deceit and falſchood conceived and brought 
into the world, By him it is affectionately cheriſhed, 


protected, encouraged, and rewarded with momentary, 


dut carnal profit and pleaſure, Men he firſt rendered 


wicked and deceitful; and by them is he naturally, 


(a) 2 Cor. iv. 4 (5) 2 Cor. xi 14. (c) Eph. ii. 2. 
(4) John viii. 44 
L cheerfully, 
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cheerfully, and readily honoured and obeyed. Behold 
vour parent, you children of falſehood and guile ; be a. 
ſhamed; return; do ſo no more. | | 

13. He is compared to a CAPTAIN (a). How active, 
daring, and crafty, in his warlike attempts againſt God 
and his people! What numbers of evil angels, of wicked 
men, of miſtaken ſaints, he gathers, hires, encourages, 
dire cts, and commands to concur with him, in fighting 
againſt God and his ways! But if God be for me, who can 
be againſt me? Though mine enemies flouriſh, it is that 
they may be deſtroyed. 

14. Satan is called a sTRONG MAN ARMED, that keep» 
eth the houſe in peace (b). Armed with his own malice, 
with the divine permiſſion, with the curſe of the broken 
law lying on men's conſcience, and with the dominion of 
{in over our heart; he, with great power, activity, care, 
and craft, maintains his work of wickedneſs in, and his 
authority over us; confirms and promotes our ignorance 
and unconcern ; bolts our heart with carnality, enmity, 
unbelief, or deſpair, till Jeſus, who is ſtronger than he, 
in the day of his power come, recal his permiſhon, a- 
waken our conſcience, enlighten our mind, remove the 
curſe, ſubdue our corruption, and ſo ſpoil him of his ar; 
mour and goods, Search, my ſoul, and look, who is thy 

guardian; who keepeth thee, | 

15. Satan is compared to a TRAVELL ER * Con- 
ſtantly he walks 1 and fro in the eafth, to ſpy* apportus 
nities of miſchief; to tempt and, ruin men. Oft for a 
while, he ſeemingly departs from wicked profeſſors, 
with holds his groſs ſuggeſtions, or even ſtirs up to the 
external performance of religious exerciſe, After em- 
ploying himſelf a while in the heart of real believers, 
where there is leſs corrupt moiſture to work upon, or in 
dry and withered Heatheniſh countries, he returns to 
theſe he had deſerted, and hurries them more furiouſly 
than ever into wickedneſs. Why, to entertain him, didſt 
thou, Hebrew monarch, defile the wife of thy faithful he- 
ro? his one lamb, that lay in his boſom ? 

16. Satan is compared to a SOWER of fares (d). In 


fa) Rev. xii. 7. Matth. xii. 29. (c) Matth. xii. 43. to 
the 


A 5+ (4) Matth. x11. 39. 
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the field of creation he firſt ſowed the ſeeds of iniquity. - 
His curſed temptations he daily ſows in our heart, to pro- 

duce the good-checking tares of ſinful luſt. By him is 

the ſeed of open abominations, contention, idolatry, and 

willworſhip, ſown among men. He is the true parent 

of every. tare - like, every naughty perſon in the church, 

How, Lord, has thy enemies ſowed tares in my ſoul, 

while I ſlept ! Nor ſhall they be weeded out, till I die. 

17. He is compared to an HUNTER and FOWLER (). 
With aſtoniſhing and unwearied care, alertneſs, and 
fraud, he allures, he indiſcernibly ſpreads his eatangling 
nets of temptation; transforms himſelf into an apgel of 
light; employs falſe teachers, wicked rulers, and deceit» 
ful men, to enſnare and ruin our ſoul, And how oft we 
are-unawares entangled, undone! Lord, deliver me as 
a bird, as a roe, from this hunter; from the ſnare of 
this fowler. 

18, He is compared to a L1iox (5). How terrible his 
roaring, his temptations to the watchful ſaint! How in» 
fatiable in doing miſchief! With what vigour, violence, 
and cruelty, he ever ſeeks to devour the ſouls, eſpecially 
of his oppoſers! Bleſſed Lion of the tribe of Fudab, for 
me, tear him in pieces, while there is none to deliver: 
make me ſober and vigilant ; becauſe he goes about ſeeking 
whom he may devour. | 

19. He is called a great pxAGon (e). How terrible 
his appearance! How ſhocking his fierceneſs ! his bloody 
cruelty! How outrageous his fury and malice againſt 
mankind, chiefly againſt Chriſt and his followers, who 
dare to oppoſe him, and trample on his authority! How- 
ſuddenly he aſſaults! How infectious and deadly his 
bites, his breathing, his temptation to our ſcul4 ln the 
night of debaſement, how he bit and bruiſed, though not 
infected the heel, the manhood of Jeſus! In the night of 
ignorance, deſertion, and trouble, how he aſſaults the 
children of men! When, Lord, wilt thou bruiſe; when 
ſhall I tread the lion, and the dragon under my feet ? 

20. Satan is called an OLD $ERPENT (4). la the 
form of a ſerpent, he anciently ſeduced mankind, In 


(s) Prov. vi. 4 5. (b) x Pet. v. 8, (c) Rev. xx. 24 
(4) Rev. Xx. 2. | 
| L 2 this 
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this form, have they ſince frequently adored him] How 
filled with the poiſon of ſinful corruption, wherewith he 
igfects and ruins the children of men! How aſtoniſhing 
his ſubtle deceit! How deep rooted his envy.! His-malice, 
how implacable ! With what ſurpriſing care, craft, and 
vigour, he ſecures his head, his authority! Come not, 
my ſoul, into his lurking places; paſs not by his paths; 
warn away; get thee far hence. . 


OCR AP. VE 
- Of metaphors reſpecting men in general. 


1 EN are compared to a HUMAN BODY. A 

human body is their moſt viſible part; their 
complex frame conſiſts: of various well- connected powers 
and members, and grows to a proper meaſure and ſtature, 
Many bodily members and acts, are uſed as ſymbols of 
human acts and endowments. To bow down the head as a 
bulruſh (a), imports appearance of humiliation and 
grief, without any real concern, Womens having power 
on their head becauſe of the angels (b), imports, that in 
religious aſſemblies, ae angels obſerve, where 
evil angels tempt, women ought to mark their huſband's 
power over them by a decent covering on their head, 
The falling of the countenance (c), denotes a mixture 
of ſhame, anger, and grief. To open the ear (d), is to 
hear, or make one hear, with attention, To /top the 
ear (e), is to refuſe and diſregard. Tingling of theears (J), 


, - ſignifies T'gcking terror at the report of ſome fearful ca- 


lamity. Jtching ears (g), denote unſettled levity of 
mind, always deſirous of novelties, and not reliſhing 
ſimple truths. £yes (h) repreſent knowledge, and what is 
dear to a man. A right eye ts be plucked out (i), is a be- 
loved luſt, or endeared finful enjoyment, deemed very 
pleaſant and uſeful; and which cannot, without much 


(4) IC. Iviii. 5. () 1Cor. xi 10. (c) Gen. iv. 3. (4) If. xlii. 
20. (e) Acts vii 57) (Ff) 1 Sam. iii. 11. () 2 Tim. iv. 3. 
Deut. xyi. 19. Gen. iti. 7. (7) Matth. v. 29. 
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pain, be mortified or forſaken, To /i/t up the face or 
eyes (a), imports boldneſs, courage, expectation, and 
deſire, Not to do it (5), implies ſhame and blufhing. 
Our eyes look ftraight on (e), when we ingly aim at the 
glory of God; candidly eſpy and follow the path of du- 
ty, without turning aſide to any crooked way. An evil 
zye (d), imports diſcovered covetouſneſs, malice, hatred, 
or diſcontent. To be of one month (e), is to be, pro- 
ſeſs, and ſpeak the ſame thing, To devour with open 
mouth (J), is greedily, quickly, extenſively, and al- 
molt irrecoverably, to ſwallow up and deſtroy. To 
open the mouth wide, that God may fill it (g), is ear- 
neſtly to deſire, pray for, expect, and receive his 
promiſed goodneſs, To draw out the tongue, ſhoot 
out the lip, and make a wide mouth againſ} one (h), is 
cruelly, opealy, and impudeatly, to mock and reproach 
bim. To ſep the mouth (i), is to be, or torender one ſi- 
lent, aſhamed, and ſenſible of guilt. Fo come out of the 
mouth (H), is to proceed from one's authority, influence, 


or principles. To bring out of one's mouth or belly, what 


he had ſwallowed (1), is to take from him what he had 
uajuſtly ſeized, and ſeemingly ſecured to himſelf, One's 
mouth kiſſing his hand (n), imports idolatrous revereace 
and worſhip, To keep the mouth or lips (n), is to watch 
carefully over our ſpeech, To lay the hand upon the 
mouth (o), imports ſenſe of guilt, bluſhing, ſhame, and 
reſignation to the will of God, Mouth, lips, and 
tongue (p), ſignify ſpeech. Uncircumeiſed lips (g), de- 

note a difficulty of ſpeaking freely, readily, and plea- 

faintly. God's ſpeaking to men with ffammering lips, 
deep ſpeech, and another tongue (r), imports his decla- 

ring his will, by making a foreign nation, whoſe language 
is not underſtood, to harraſs or deſtroy them. To mate 
the lips of thoſe that are afleep to ſpeak (/), is toawaken, 

revive, edify, comfort, flothful and unconcerned fouls, 


(a) Job xxii. 26. If. xxxvii. 23. Pſal. cxxlik 1- 6) Ezra 
Ix. 6. (c) Prov. iv. 25. (4) Prov. xxiii. 6 ( r Kings 
xxii. 13. (f) If ix 12 (2) Pal. Ixxxl 10. (5) IC Iv ie 
4 O Rom. iii. 19. (0 Rev. xvi 13. ) Job xx. 13. 
15. () Job xxxi 25. () Pal. xxxix. t. (0) Job xl 
23. (gp) Job xix. 16. and ii. 16 % Exod vi 30 (7) If 
XV. 1. (/) Song vu. 9. 
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and induce them to praiſe the Lord, and expreſs bis 


kindneſs. The calves of the lips, and the fruit of the 


lips (a), ſacred to, or created by God, are ſacrifices of 
prayer and praiſe, through his influence, offered up unto 
him. The prieſts lips keeping knowledge (b), imports 
their habitual readineſs to give good and wholeſome in- 
ſtruction or reproof. The talk of the lips tendeth only to 
penury (c), when it is vain and unprofitable, waſtes time, 
is not attended with, but hinders our proper work. The 
tongue is repreſented as a ſcourge (d), becauſe with its 


reviling, angry ſpeeches, we Jaſh our neighbour, It is 


compared to a fire (e), becauſe its paſſionate and ſinful 
words emit the fire of, inward luſt ; and kindles the luſt, 
pride, or paſſion of others It is called a world of ini- 
guity, What aſtoniſhing and extenfive wickedneſs is 


. contained in our language! Or the words may be ren- 


dered an ornament of iniquity (J), becauſe by excuſing, 
extenuating, and defending, it attempts to deck and 
gild over our fin with fair colours. It is repreſented as 


_ wntameable (g), becauſe no creature can wholly reſtrain 


it from evil, A /o/t tongue which breaketh the bones (), 
Ggnifies meek, mild, and humble language, which re- 
moves prejudices, melts the heart, and draws out the 
love, the compaſſion of our friend er neighbour. The 
cleaving of the tongue to the jaws, or roof of the mouth (i), 
imports deep ſilence, painful thirſt, #hiſpering, or low 
ſpeech (4), ſignifies our ſpeaking in a bumble, a debaſed 
manner. Fair ſpeech (I), is flattery, whereby we ſhew 
much more kindneſs than is really in our heart. Hard 
ſpeeches (m), are theſe which are paſſionate, contemp- 
tuous, and reviling, Sound ſpeech (z), is what is true, 
ſolid, and edifying to men's ſoul. To have a „if neck, 


a neck like an tron /inew (o), is to be obſtinate and per- 


verſe in ſinning. To harden aur neck or heart (), is 
to deſpiſe the alarms of God's word and providence, and 
refuſe to return to him, To have a yoke on the 


(% Hof. xiv. 2. If. lvit. 19. (>) Mal. ti. 3» (c) Prov. xiv. 
23» (4) Job v. 21- (e) Jam. iii. 6. (f) Jam. iii. 6. 
( Jam, iii. 8. (5) Prov. xxv. 1g. ) Pſal. xxii. 15. and 
CELERY. 6. (5) If. XxXix. 4. () Prov. vii. 21. („) Jude 


25. () Tit ü. 8. (9) Jer. xvii. 23. If. xIviii. 4 () Neb. 
. 16 Deut. xv. 7+ 
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neck (a), is to lie under ſore trouble and bondage, The 
arm (ö), denotes help, power, and wealth. A ſword 
on the arm (c), denotes an enraged enemy, taking a- 
way our power and wealth. Drying up of the arm (d), 
ſignifies the loſs of our ſtrength or riches, or of the pro- 

r uſe thereof. Mens eating the fleſh of their own 
arm (e), is their deſtroying what ought to be dear, or 
would be helpful to them. To make fleſh our arm (J). 
is chiefly to depend on men for our aſſiſtance and feli- 
city. Hands (g), ſignify power of receiving or acting; 
and our actions and practice. Clean or cleanſed hand: (), 
denote a holy and blameleſs converſation. Laying on of 
hands (i), imported the conveyance of the Holy Ghoſt - 
in his miraculous influence, or the ordaining of men to 
office in the church. Stretching out the hand to God (H, 


- imports earneſt prayer for, ready reception of, his ſal- 


vation, and cheerful ſurrender to his ſervice, To /ift up 
the hands to him (I), is to pray earneſtly, To lift up 
the hands that hang down, and feeble knees (m), is to 
help and encourage perſons faint and diſtreſſed. To 
lift up the hand againſt a king (n), is to rebel againſt 
him. Conſecration to the Jewiſh prieſthood is called 
filling of their hands (o), becauſe therein their hands 
were filled with their wave - offering. Waſhing of the 
hands (p), imports a ſolemn profeſhon of innocence ; an 
application of Jeſus' blood for the removal of paſt guilt; 
and a ſerious purpoſe of reformation. Pouring water 
upon one's hand (9), ſignified to be his ſervant, Smi- 
ting the hands together (r), imports an alarm of approach» 
ing judgment; or lamentation over diſtreſs, Clapping of 
hands (/), denotes ſhouting for victory; great joy and 
gladneſs, Men of war not finding their hands (t), im- 
plies their being quite diſpirited and diſenabled to exert 
their might, and improve their advantages. A right 
band, or right foot ending, to be cut off (u), is a beloved 


(a) Jer. XXvil. 12. (b) Ezek. xxx. 21. (c) Zech. xi. 17. 
(d) Zech. XL 17. () IL ix 20. (J) Jer. xvii. 3. (g) Jer. 
xxilii. 14. (/) Job xvii. g. (7) 2 Tim. i. 6. (4) Pſal. 
Ixviii. 31. (/) Pal. xxvii. 2. (-:) Heb. xii. 12. (=) 2 Sam. 
xX. 21. (e) Exod. xxix. 9. Heb. (p) Pal. xxvi. 6 
(4) 2 Kings iii. 11, (7) Erck. xxi. 14. (/) Pal. xzlvii. 1. 
Cf) Pal. Izxyiii 5 (4) Matth. v. 30. 
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luſt, however dear and apparently uſeful, to be morti. 
fied. There being a lie in our right hand (a), imports 
our loving, practiſing, and holding faſt hypocriſy and 
deceit. The putting out of the finger (b), imports ri- 
dicule and reproach. Rehoboam's /ittle finger being 
bieter than his father's loins (c), ſigniſied, that he would 
reduce his ſubjects to far more grievous ſervitude and 
puniſhment, Shoulder (d), ſignifies ability to bear, help, 
or oppreſs. Breaſts (e), denote uſeful comfort and aſ- 
ſiſtance. Breaſts or teats of virginity preſſed or brui- 
fed (J), imply commiſhon of whoredom, natural, or 
| ſpiritual. Smiting or tabering on the breaſts (g), im- 
plies ſore trouble, vexing grief, and bitter lamentation. 
Boſom (h), denotes love, intimacy, ſecrecy.. But to hide 
the hand in the boſom (i), imports exceſſive floth, 
Bonwels (k), import compaſſion, or the ſoul. In ward 
parti, heart, belly (I), ſigniſiy the ſoul, underſtanding, 
will, affections, and conſcience, The curſe coming like 
water into one's bowels (m), imports extenſive and ſhock» 
ing inward fear, trouble, and grief. Unegual legs of the 


lame (n), ſignify, that one's profeſſion and practice, or 


ſome part of either, does not correſpond with the other. 
Feet or foot (o), denote the affections and converſa- 
tion. To dip one's foot in the blood of his enemies (p), 
is to behold an awful revenge of their injuries. To dip 
one's foot, or waſh one's ſteps in butter, honey, and oil (g), 
is to enjoy great proſperity, or great abundance of theſe 
particular comforts, Stumbling or flipping of the feet (r), 
implies the loſs of comfort or hope; the falling into fin, 
temptation, or trouble, To withdraw the foot (/), is 
to leave off a dangerous or ſinful practice. To keep the 
feet (t), is to watch over our affections and converſa- 
tion, to preſerve them from fin and danger. To oper 
the feet, and ſcatter the way to ſtrangers (u), implies 
great forwardneſs to whoredom or idolatry, Stamping 


(a) If. xliv. 20. (b) IC. lviii. 9. (c) Kings xii. 10. 
(d) IC ix. 4. (e) Song viii. 10. J Ezek. xxill. z. 
(2) Nah. ii. 7. (by Eccl. vii. g. ( Prov. xix. 24 (# If. 
xvi. IT. (/) Prov. xx. 5. 27- n Pal. cix. 18. (x) Prov. 
xxvi. . (0) Ecel. v. f. (p) Ptal. Ixviti. 23. Job 
xxx. 6. (7) Job xi. 5. ) Prov. xxv. 12. If. IViii. 13. 
t) Eccl. v. 1. (Y] Ezck. xvi. 25. | 
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with the foot (a), is expreſſive of great trouble and an- 
guiſh, Stamping down, treading under foot (b), im- 
plies contempt, abuſe, utter deſtruction. To /ift up the 
feet (c), imports walking with ſpeed, alertneſs, and 
joy. To /ift up the heel; to kick againſt (d), imports 
contemptuous treachery and rebellion. To &#ick againſt 
the pricks (e), is furiouſly to offend God, and injure his 
people, notwithſtanding of eminent warning and danger. 
The iniquities of our heels (J), are the fins of our daily 
converſation, Steps, footſteps (g), reprefent the acts 
of our life, whereby we fet an example to others, To 
hear (h), is to attend to, perceive, be affected with, To 
ſee (i), is to diſcern, experience, enjoy, ſuffer, feel. To 
taſte (k), is to experience, know, feel the power of. 
To handle (I), is to have a familiar knowledge. To 
pant, hunger, thirſt (m), is to have a deep, painful 
fenſe of want; and an earneſt deſire and longing. To 
and (n), imports a fixed condition; a bold appear» 
ance ; earneſt prayer. Sitting (o), imports reſt; con- 
tinuance ; and ſometimes honour, To fit under one's 
vine and fig-tree (p). implies ſafety, proſperity, and 
comfort. To it in the duſt (q), implies humility and 
abaſement, Davelling (r), implies fixed continuance, 
and oft that attended with pleaſure and delight. Walk- 
ing (/), repreſents the practice and converſation, Being 
kid (t), is to be unknown, or protected. Clothing or 
garments (u], repreſent their practice, or what cleaves. 
cloſe to us, as our garments and ornaments do, 

2. Men are compared to HUsBANDMEN (x). With 
great care and diligence are they to manage and keep 
the field, the vineyard of their heart and converſation. 
They are earneſtly to break up the fallow- ground of their 
foul ; to labour after thorough convictions; and as they 
ſow in the ſpring tide of this life, ſo ſhall they reap 
hereafter: theſe that ſow to the Spirit, ſow in righ- 


(a) Ezek. vi. rt: (% Dan. viii. 13. Gen. xxix. I. 
4d) Pal xli. 9. ( Acts ix 5 (J) Pal. xlix. 3. (g) Song 
i. g. IC. 3. (i) John vi. 40. (4) Pſal. xxxiv. 8. 


(/) John i. 1. ( Pal. xlii. z. Matth. v. 6. (Y) Pſal. i. 
5. 1 Kings xvii. 1. (9) Rev. iii. 21. (p) Mic. iv. 4 ( If 
xIvii. r. (7) Joel iti. 20. (/) 2 Cor. x 3. (t) Nah. iii. 
i, Joby. 21. ( Jude 23. (6) Hoſ x 2 

teouſneſs, 
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teouſneſs, receive the righteouſneſs and Spirit of Chriſt, 
and live agreeably thereto, ſhall reap in mercy, reap e- 
verlaſting life: and theſe who ſow to the fleſh, ſow a- 
mong thorns, live under the influence of finful corrup- 
tion and carnal cares, ſhall reap endleſs wo. 

3. Men are compared to BEASTS (a). Their bodies 
are of the earth, earthy, How ignorant, ſtupid, and 
thoughtleſs! How vile, carnal; how outrageous, un- 
tameable, hurtful ! How generally they care only for 
their body, and neglect the concerns of their immortal, 
their rational ſoul! How oft are even the worlt horned 
with authority, and teethed with power of doing miſchief ! 
How they roar like lions! mourn ſore like doves, who 
have loſt their mate ! hiſs like ſerpents! with anguiſh 
wail like dragons! enlarge their baldneſs; mourn deſpe- 
rately ; and become ſtripped of all things, /ike moulted 
eagles ! But bleſſed be the Lord, that now the Gentiles, 
as well as Jews, are cleanſed, and no man has right 
to exclude us from the offer of a Saviour, as common or 
unclean, | 

4. They are compared to FowLs or BIRDS (5), How 
light and vain their diſpoſition ! How neceſſary their de- 
pendance on air ! How great their ſtupidity ! their rea- 
dineſs to be enſnared in the evil net of temptation ! How 
frequent their expoſure to ſtorms and hazard! How un- 
ſettled their neſts of carnal confidences, and earthly en- 
joyments.! What need of Jenovan for our provider, 
director, and deliverer! And how quickly muſt we wing 
- our flight into the eternal ſtate ! 

F. They are compared to as8ts and WILD ASSEs (c). 
How ſtupid and unteachable! How exceedingly the) 
affect the wilderneſs of a preſent world; and of a natural 
ſtate ! How they ſnuff up, and amuſe themſelves with 
vanity! How averſe to reſtraints of their inclination ! 
Stupendous ! has God redeemed me, a wild aſs, with 
the death of his Son; his Lamb! Hath he ſent out my 
ſoul free ! and allowed me to drink my fill of the river 
of life, that runs among the hills of divine ordinances ! 
the range of the everlaſting mountains is my paſture, 
Scorn, my ſoul, the multitude of the city ; be not con- 


( Eccl. iii. 18. (H Dan. ive 12. (c) Job xi. 12. 
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formed to the men of this world, who act, as if born to 
make a noiſe, and no more. | 

6. They are compared to DEAD Dogs (a), How de- 
ſtitute of power and life! How baſe ! how vile and in- 
ſignificant! And did the Son of God look upon ! did he 
die for! did he eſpouſe ſuch a dead dog as I am! Let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I ceaſe to pu- 
bliſh. the praiſes of his love. 

7. They are compared to s18HEs (b). How aſtoniſh- 
ing their multitude! How different their diſpoſition, 
their ſtation, power, and guilt ! 'In the ſea of this world, 
in the ſea of their natural ſtate, with what confuſion and 
unconcern they live and act! How barbarouſly they 
prey upon one another ; robbing every one his neigh- 
bour of his character, property, or life! At laſt, how 
caught in the goſpel-net, and drawn to Jeſus ! Or caught 
in the net of trouble and puniſhment, and drawn to in- 
fernal fire! When, my Lord, ſhall I be fit for drawing 
to the happy, the eternal ſhore ? 

8, They are compared to worms (c). From the 
earth our bodies proceed; on it they live and move; 
and to it at death they return. How much we affect 
earthly things! The heart of the earth, the grave, is our 
long home. How inſignificant our value and ſtrength ! 
How daily obnoxious to ten thouſand dangers ! How eaſi- 
ly affrighted or ruined ! How different our tempers and 
diſpoſition ! Some delight in the dunghill riches and pro- 
fits of this preſent world. Others with pleaſure wallow 
amid unſufferable corruption, uncleanneſs, drunkenneſs, 
malice, and other vices unnumbered, Some have a hy- 
pocritic, a gilded appearance, while their heart is filled 
with all unrighteouſneſs. Some, as glow- worms, ſhine 
only in the dark night of trouble or time; in diſtreſs how 
gracious, when pangs come upon them ! they fear the 
Lord, and cry to him, How many, as caterpillars and 


canker-worms, mar every thing good, which comes in 


their way! How many, as the ſilk- worm, out of their 
own bowels, ſpin a covering of ſelf-righteouſneſs ! But 
ah ! how few, like her, ſpend themſelves to be uſeful ! 


(a) 2 Sam. ix. 8. 1 Sam. xxiv. 14. Hab. i. 1319. 
Matth. xiii. 47. (e) Job Xv. 6. 
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Be thou, my ſoul, one of theſe; ready to ſpend, and be 
ſpent for Chriſt. | 

9. David compares himſelf to a FLEA (a). How hard 
for Saul to apprehend him ! And to how little purpoſe, 
when done! Aſtoniſhing ! how, Lord, haſt thou pur. 
ſued and laid hold on me! My goodneſs extendeth not 
unto thee. O, why was not I curſed, with the enjoy- 
ment of my mad wiſh, of yanity, of filth, of diſtance from 
my God | 

10. Men are compared to FLEsH (5). Our body is 
a fleſhy ſubſtance; and how weak and frail are we! 
What a ſource of inward corruption! Unleſs ſalted with 
God's purifying, his preſerving, and fin-mortifying in- 
fluence, how quickly, eſpecially in the ſummer of pro- 
ſperity, do we become utterly corrupt and noiſome, with 
ufa habits, and wicked courſes ! How quickly we die 
away to a ſtate of corruption in the grave! Lord, what 
an infignificant dog's head am I! O reftify me with thy 
grace; and make me as ſeaſoning, as purifying ſalt, to 
all around me. 

11. Men are compared to FRU1T-BEARING TREES (c). 
According to the quality of our nature, ſuch is the fruit, 
the works, we bear in our life, If our heart be unrege- 
nerate, every thing we do is evil fruit; abomination to 
the Lord; we cannot ceaſe from fin, If our nature be 
changed, we cannot but in ſome degree bring forth 
good works; our perſons accepted in Chriſt, our good 
works muſt be well pleaſing in his fight. Now, my ſoul, 
the axe is laid to thy root; take heed leſt, for thy bad 
fruit, his judgments ſuddenly cut thee off. 

12. They are compared to TREES OF THE WOOD (4), 
How high in pride, or in ſtation, many of them tower! 
How barren of good works! How confuſed their order ! 
How oft one draws the ſap from, and depreſſes his fellow! 
How ſour; how unprofitable, or burtful, their fruit! 
What wild beaſts of ſinful corruptivns, or Satanic fiends, 
lodge among them! How many of them, after they are 
a while uſed, by divine providence, are caſt into eternal 
fire! How contemptible, all of them, in compariſon of 


(a) 1 Sam. xxiv. 14 (5) IC. Xl. & (c) Matth. ili. 10. and 
Jeſus, 


Vii. 16,-==26 (4) Song ii. 3. 
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ſeſ us, the apple · tree 2 the trees of the wood! Now, 
my ſoul, the axe of the goſpel is laid to thy root, to cut 


thee off from thy natural ſtock ; quickly ſhall the axe of 


trouble or death be laid to my root; if I am found with- 
out Chriſt, how fearful my fall! my wo! 

13. They are compared to Ass and FLOWERS (a). 
From one root, what multitudes deſcend! How freſh, 
and pleaſant ; but ſhort-lived, our firſt appearance on 
earth ! How weak! how eaſily endangered ! how quickly 
blaſted and withered by trouble! How oft, in the top of 
our proſperity, are we mown down by death, and caſt 
into the oven of divine vengeance! Under the moſt bloom- 
ing and rich appearance, how oft the moſt unſavoury 
lives and wicked hearts! Under an unſightly aſpect, how 
often a gracious diſpoſition! In the field of the world, 
that lieth in wickedneſs, grow the moſt; but in the 
church, the moſt valuable. And even here, are not the 
flouriſhing ſaints, at their beſt, cropt off, and cut down 
by death ? | | 

14. They are compared to LEAvEs, and $TUBBLE (6), 
How light and unſubſtantial! How quickly withered! 


How readily pluckt and ſcattered with trouble or death! 


How eaſily ſcorched, or burnt up, with the fire of God's 
wrath! How, Lord, haſt thou purſued the /zaf teſſed to 
and fro! honoured the dry ſtubble, to unite uE to, and fix 
ME in thy Son! Here no fire can conſume me; no blaft 
can drive me away; neither height nor depth, principa- 
lities nor powers, can ſeparate me from the love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, 

15. They are likened to a wind that paſſeth a- 
way (c). How unſolid and fleeting! How proud, noiſy, 
and boiſterous! How blaſting and hurtful ! How ſove- 
reignly, at God's pleafure, are they brought forth, and 
managed on earth] How he rides on them as inſtruments 
of fulnlling his purpoſes! How quickly the breath of his 
mouth blows them into eternity! Knoweſt thou, my ſoul, 
whence I came? and whither I ſhall go? 


16. They are compared to FoTTERs VESSELS (4) 


Formed out of the clay, according te the foyereign will 


(Wixi few 510 i 106 5h % Bl 
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of God, how baſe in themſelves! how eaſily broken to 
pieces! how reaſonably may God, at his pleaſure, make 
them veſſels unto honour, or diſhonour ! Bleſſed for ever 
be the Lord; thouſands of them are veſels of mercy, afore 
prepared unto glory. 

17. They are compared to vorsuRRDSs (a). How 
broken by fin! by trouble! In themſelves, how uſeleſs 
and unprofitable! how expoſed to the vileſt debaſe- 
ment! Never, ye frail, ye eaſily deſtroyed potſherds of 
the earth, ſtrive with your Maker : Jet not the clay af- 
front her Creator, Shall I a broken pot, a worthleſs 
bruiſed nothing, be refitted, ſanctiſied, and made meet 
for the Maſter's uſe! | | 

18, They are compared to EARTH, DUST, and A$H- 
ES (b), Of earth we are formed; on earth we live; and 
to earth we return, by death. Naturally our affections 
cleave to earthly things. Ah! how unfit for ſpiritual 
meditation! for heavenly deſire! for holy exerciſe! 
How baſe before God! And how miſerable, ſtupid, and 
uſeleſs, till enlightened, watered, warmed, and nouriſh- 
ed, with the benign influence of his Spirit! 

19. Man's ſoul is compared to a DARLIXG child (c). 
How eminently precious! How dear they ought to be to 
us! Ought not the watching over, the feeding, the gui- 
ding, the cleanſing, the eternal ſalvation thereof, to be 
our great care; our principal buſineſs? For, what am 

I profited, if I gain the whole world, and loſe my own 
ſoul? | 
20. It is compared to a $H1y.(d), How curious its 
frame! How great its worth! How extenſive its uſe! 
With what care ought it to be bottomed in Jeſus and his 
covenant! to be cleanſed from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit! and oft repaired, with new ſtrength and grace 
from the fulneſs of Chriſt! How incapable to move 
hcavenward, without the gales of the Holy Ghoſt! in 
the troubled ſea of this world, how expoſed to ſwelling 
billows of adverſity! to rocks of temptation! to robheries 
of Satan and wicked men! How carefully are its motions 
to be watched, ard its courſe direted by the word of 


% If, xlv. 9. ) Jer. xxii. 29. Gen. xvii. 27 (0) Pfal. 
God! 


XIII. 20. (4) II. liv. 11. 
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God! To ſecure a happy landing on the ſhores of im- 
mortality, how neceflary a firm anchoring of faith and 
hope in Jeſus, the rock of ages, within the vail ! Ab, 
how many, the negle& of proper bottoming on Chriſt, 
the neglect of proper ballaſt of humbling grace, and of 
roper care about ſpiritual things, bring to make ſhip» , 
wreck of the doctrines of faith, and of a good con- 
ſcience! and to drown themſelves in everlaſting perdi- 
tion! O to ſwim for ever in the deeps of everlaſting 
love, where there is neither brink, nor bottom, ſurface, 
nor ſhore! . 

21. Man's ſoul is compared to a nous or PA- 
LACE (a). The underſtanding faculty is the windows: 
the receptive capacity is the door: the will, in her ſu- 
preme regard, is the throne: fin or grace is the furni- 
ture: divine perſons, or infernal fiends, are the inhabi- 
tants. Chriſt's &ocking for entrance at the door of it, 
is his alarming it by his providence; inviting” it by his 
word; and ſtriving for it, by the common operation of 
his Spirit, To open the heart to him, is to receive his 
inſtructive light into the mind, and embrace him and his 
given fulneſs as excellent, with our defire and will. Ah, 
my ſoul, what bolts of ignorance, Atheiſm, enmity, pride, 
attachment to ſelf-righteouſneſs, worldly mindedneſs, 
ſhut thee faſt againſt him! | 

22. Man's ſoul is compared to a TREASURY (6). 


How ſecret and undiſcovered to the world! How fur- 


niſhed with things deemed precious; and which are in- 
deed of everlaſting conſequence ! With her contents, we 
trade with God, and with men, O could I, out of the 
good treaſure of my heart, bring forth things new and 
old ! 

23. Man's ſoul or conſcience is compared to a CANDLE 
or LAMP (c). How uſeful, enlightening, and ſearching, 
her power! At the infinite knowledge of God, and of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, muſt her underſtanding be lighted. 
And how ſmall, in compariſon thereof! Ah, how ne- 
gle& to improve our light, occaſions our walking in dark 
ignorance; our falling into ſnares, and tumbling head 
long into eternal miſery ! 

(a) Rev. iii. 20. Job xxxiii. 18; Matth. xili. 52. 
c Prov. x% 27. 
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24. Man's conſcience is compared to a jupe (a), 
To our conſcience it belongs to enquire into our ſtate; 
our thoughts, words, and actions; compare them with 
the law of God; and according thereto, condemn our 
wickedneſs, and ſentence us to correction or puniſhment 
on account of it; and approve what is good, and aſſure 
us of a proper reward for it. May my conſcience be 
ſprinkled with Jeſus' blood; may my life be by faith on 
him, a conſtant looking to, and following his ſteps : ſo 
_ not my heart reproach or condema me, while | 
ive. 

25. Man's conſcience is compared to a wiTNEss (0). 
How privy to all our conduct! When faithful, upon 
what ſtrict examination it gives clear teſtimony of the 
fact, and the form, of our actions, whether they be good 
or bad! If it live drouſy, ignorant, and inattentive to the 
nature of our qualities, our thoughts, our words, or ac- 
tions; or is ſwayed in its teſtimony by any bribe, any 
conſideration, of carnal pleaſure, honour, or advantage; 
how horrid its wickedneſs! and what a plague to the 
poſſeſſor! When faithful, what ſecret abominations, or 
excellencies, it manifeſts ! Hence, how reproached; 
how abuſed by the wicked! And how loved by; and 
what a truſty friend, protector, and comfort to them 
who live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this pre- 
ſent world! How horrid the crime of ſtifling or deny- 
ing its evidence ! of muzzling its mouth, by mad ruſh- 
ing into further abomination! or of attempting to bribe 
it with ſome carnal or legal motive! My confcience, let 
me deal tenderly with thee; he that toucheth thee, 
toucheth the apple of God's eye. Be thou, in a Saviour's 
blood, purged from dead works, enlightened by his 
word, quickened by his Spirit, and ſoftened by his love: 
ſo ſhalt thou be to me a faithful reprover on an obedient 
ear; thy ſmiting ſhall be a precious oil to me; with 
joy and gladneſs ſhall I hear thy declarations at the de - 
cilive, the awful bar. 

26. Man's conſcience is compared to an INTIMATE 
"COMPANION (c). What important hints and intereſt- 


8 
1283 E*<== 25 
.. A SCI ——̃—— — — 
= - — — =—_— — R . _— 


D 


PPP Ä ² oem on to 


——— — ,y - —— 8 


F . re LEE 
LIES % SR” hs . 


} 
' 
„ 


l 4 
is 


D 1 a 
— LE 
- 2 Fo 


N (a) I John iii. 20. 41. (590 Rom. IX. Is and is 15. (c) Pſal. 
ing 


iv. 4. 


„ 
. — 


= Rowe ih „ e 


Of metaphors reſpecting men in general. 137 


ing news, it can ever declare unto us! What a candid 
reprover, or kind comforter! How uſeful to promote our 
holineſs and felicity, is true friendſhip and intimacy with. 
it! In the ſecret watches of the night, and on every im- 
portant affair, how neceſſary, is converſe with, and de- 
liberate conſultation of it! Tura aſide, even now, my 
ſoul, and aſk how this companion doth; Aſk, what in- 
ward change have I. felt? what important choice have I 
made? what ſpiritual mercy do I need? what is my” 
great motive? whither do my affections bend? am F 
born from above? is my heart married to Jeſus? is it 
right with God? what have I done? what hath the Rock. 
of Iſrael done to me? whence have I come ? and whither- 
ſhould I go ? | 

27. Maa's conſcience is compared to a SERPENT; a. 
gna wing WORM (a), By preſenting our crimes, by con- 
demaing and upbraiding for them, it ſtings and torments- 
our ſoul. Lou deſpiſers of Jeſus; how, at. laſt, ſhall: 
your now blind, now bribed, now ſeared conſcience, a- 
wake upon you? For your breaking over the hedge of 
the divine law, how ſhall it bite you like a ſerpent, and 
{ting like an adder ! How call your fig to remembrance, 
and ſlay your foul! What lively, bright horror. ſhall“ 
ſtare through your eye-lids, while the living worm- lies: 
gnawing within you! Be my conſcience, adored Redeeme- 
er, ſatiate with thy blood; ſo ſhall it be a pleaſant ros 
in my boſom, a ſupporting ſtaff in my hand. 


CH AP. WI. 
Of metaphors reſpecting ſaints. 


1. E H E ſaints are likened to Gop (5). They are= 


made partakers of, and have fellowſhip with 
the divitle nature. How - ſpiritual their mind] how 
real their wiſdom their ſanity! How tranſcendent- 


their excellency above their neighbours! How powerful* 


their intereſt, their prayer, in the government- of the! 


(%  Eecl. *. 8. Mark 2 44 9 Zech Xl, 8. : _ 
M. 33 ; world 1 
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world! By weeping and ſupplication they have power 
with God, and prevail; command him concerning his 
ſons and his daughters, and the work of his hands: for 
their fakes the days of tribulation are ſhortened; and 

they have power to ſmite the earth with plagues as often 
as they will, All are theirs, and they are Chriſt's, and 
Chrift is God's, 

2. They are compared to ANGELs (a). How near a 
people to the Moſt High! How real and efficacious their 
views of his glory! How intimate with Heaven ! The 
fecret of the Lord is with them that fear him. How they 
run the way of his commandments, hearkening to, and 
declaring the voice of his word! In the future ſtate, 
bow marvellous their ſpiritual wiſdom and ſtrength! 
How perfect in holineſs! How fully diſengaged from 
every natural relation, and carnal concern! How unin- 
terrupted ; how ready; how chearful, unwearied, and 
univerſal, their ſervice to God and the Lamb! What 
manner of perſon ought I then ts be, in all holy conver» 

tion ; 

3. In refpe& of different degrees of grace, they are 
likened to men of a different age (b). Weak ſaints are call- 
ed BABES, and LITTLE CHILDREN, They cannot live 
comfortably without pleaſant frames. How apt to be 
eaſily toſſed to and fro, with temptations ! with every 
wind of doctrine! How weak and unfit to digeſt and feed 
on the deeper myſteries of God's word! or, without 
frequent ſtaggering, to continue in the courſe of their 
duty! Saints of a moderate ſtanding and experience in 
grace, are called vouNG MEN ; becauſe of their vigour ; 
their altertneſs ; and ability to attack and fight the good 
#2ht of faith, with Satan, with their Juſts, and with a 
preſent evit world. And how upright their ſtature ; their 
converſation ! how heavenly ! how ready to run in the 
way of God's commandments! Aged eminent ſaints are 
called FraTHERSs, How multiplied their experience of | 
Jeſus? kindneſs! How diſtinguiſhed their fagacity in | 
knowing his voice and way! How prudent their fore- | 
Fght of danger; and ready hiding of themſelves under 
bis wings! How tender their love ta weak faints! How 
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tarneſt their endeavours to inſtru, admoniſh, and give 
them an inviting pattern of goſpel-holineſs ! 

4. In refpe& of different attainments, ſaints are com- 

rable to woMEN of different ſtations in life (a). Young 
weak ſaints to vizcixs and DAUGHTERs. Though 
their grace be real, yet how ſcanty their experience of 
Chriſt's power and love ! How fmall their boldneſs and 
confidence before him! How ready to be flaviſhly afraid, 
that every trial ſhall fink them; every temptation ſe» 
duce them from Chriſt ! Others of ſome (tanding, to con- 
cuBINES, For, how legal their diſpoſition! How power- 
ful their ſpirit of bondage! How much influenced in 
duty by legal hopes of heaven, and ſervile fears of hell! 
How limited the beauty and cheerfulneſs of their ſpiri- 
tual practice] How few diſtinguiſhed viſits and views of 
Jeſus* love they enjoy! Strong believers are comparable 
to QUEENS. In the aſfured faith of their marriage re- 
lation to Chriſt, they daily live; great is their familiar 
boldneſs, and ſweet their intimacy with him, How tri- 
umphantly free grace reigns in their heart! How glorious 
it renders them before God, and their fellow-ſaints ! Be 
thou, my ſoul, one of theſe ! 

5. Saints in general are compared to WOMEN (2's 
for their beauty, as adorned with Jeſus' righteouſneſs . 
and grace; for their weakneſs; their tender affection; 
their ſubjection to manifold infirmities, troubles, and 
dangers on earth, The human body, eſpecially of wo- 
men, in its members and adjuncts, is often uſed to re- 


preſent their endowments. and concerns. Their head 


upon them as Carmel, or crimſon (e), lignifies Chriſt 
himſelf as a lofty, a bleeding Redeemer; or, their top 
grace of hope, founded in his blood, ſupported by faith 
as a neck, and animating their ſpirit, and preſerving it 
from ſinking ; and which looks at things that are hea» 
venly, diſtant, and eternal. Their hair on their head, as 
a flock of goats, and as purple (d), may ſignity their nu« 
merous, their beautiful, their adorning, though ſmall, 
and felf-undervalued, holy thoughts, words, and deeds, 
that ſpring from Jeſus' fulneſs, and our aſſured hope of 


(a) Song vi. 8. 9. and i. 5. and iii- 1 ) Song i. 8. 10. r. 
26. 17+ and li- 0 Song vi. 5+ (4) Song iv. I. and vii, g. 


. ſeeing 
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ſeeing him as he is. Their locks (a), repreſent the beau · 
ty and connection of their gracious exerciſes. Their 
eyes (ö), are their ſpiritual knowledge, their faith, by 
which they diſcern ſupernatural things, and are exceedingly 
beautified before God. Theſe are as doves eyes, come- 
ly, chaſte, and fixed on Jeſus their huſband. Their 
eyes: being within their locks, implies their modelty 
and how unſeen their grace 1s to a. carnal world, Their 
being in their head (c). denotes the propriety, uſeful - 
neſs, and excellency of their knowledge Their ears (d), 
denote their attention to, knowledge of, and obedience 
to, Chriſt's voice, in his word, Their nofe like the 
fower of Lebanon locking towards Damaijcus (e), is their 
holy courage; their prudence. and their ſpiritual diſcern» 
ing; whereby their converſation is mightily adorned; 
theniſelves rendered ſtately, and majeſtic ; their worſt, 
their Syrian-like adverſaries are watched and diſmayed; 
and their pleaſant ſavour of inward grace manifeited, 
The ſmell of their noſe like apples, imports, that they. 
reliſh heavenly and ſpiritual things; and that the exer- 
tion of their inward grace in holy deſire, edifying ſpeech, 
or uſeful converſation, is extremely agreeable to Chrift 
and his people, Their cheeks and temples. as a piece of 
.@ pomegranate (/), denote their holy bluſhing ; and their 
humble, ſober, and chaſte converſation ; which in a di- 
ſtinguiſned manner adorn them. The rows. of jewelr, 
on their cheeks (g), may ſignify the laws of Chriſt;. 
which are exemplified, and his graces. exerted, in their 
holy humble practice. Their mouth being a delivers 
er (5), imports, that by their prayer and godly inſtruc- 
tion, many are refined and preſerved from ſnares and 


trouble. Their wholeſome tongue being 4 tree of 


life ; health; honey and milk under their tongue ; and 
their lips feeding many (i), imports, that, by their fer- 
vent ſupplications and ſpiritual conference, many are 
graciouſly quickened, refreſhed, healed, and nouriſhed ; 
and themſelves kept in vigour and health; and prepared 
for eternal life, Their ip, of knowledge and in- 
(a) Song vi. 7. Song iv. 1. and vii. 4. Eccl. ii. 
(d) # wy 4 (e) = * 2 (/) — Lk and oper 
(x) Song i. 10. () Prov. xi. 6. () Prov. xv. 4 and xi. 
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ſtruction, are as a precious jewel, or choice ſilver (a) ; 
comely, precious, and uſeful. Their words are as deep 
waters, very refreſhful and unnoiſy; fitly and ſeaſon- 
ably ſpoken, they more adorn their life, and prove more 
beneficial to others, than apples of gold in pictures of 
ſilver (b). Their lips are as a thread of ſcarlet (e) : their 
gracious converſe, their earneſt prayer, and grateful 
praiſe, turn upon Jeſus* bloody death; are preſented to 
God through his bleeding righteouſneſs ; and are a ſure 
token of the ſoundneſs of their inner man, Their teeth 
like an even ſhorn, newly waſhed, and fruitful fleck (d), 
are their divinely cleanſed faith, and ſpiritual meditation, 
whereby they chew the bread of life, and render them» 
ſelves truly holy, and fruitful in good works; or their 
holy, regular, and prudent zeal, whereby they are ac- 
tive in railing up monuments of praiſe, and a ſeed to ſerve 
the Lord Chriſt, Their ect (e), is their faith, where- 
by they are unite to the Redeemer as their head; 
whereby they receive nouriſhment from him, and return 
their love and praiſes to him; and are exceedingly beau- 
tified before him. The chains of gold about it (/), are 
the precious and everlaſting promiſes it embraces ; the 
bleſſings it receives; the graces it actuates; and the gifis 
it improves. Their ſhoulder and back (g), are their 
ſtrength and patience ; or that wherein they are expoſed 
to burdens, ſcourges, and ſuffering, Their hands and 
fingers dropping with faveet-ſmelling myrrh upon the 
handles of the lock (4), are their faith, whereby they 
touch, and receive Chrift, and work by love; and which, 
O with what refreſhful, and purifying virtue, it attempts 
to open the heart to Jeſus, Their breaſts /ike young roes, 
towers, or cluſters of grapes 65 are their love, their 
affection, and deſire after Chriſt, and their edifying talk 
and conduct; whereby their ſoul is beautiſied, and en- 
deared to Chriſt; and whereby others are refreſhed, 


helped, encouraged, and nouriſhed with the fncere milk, 


and ſpiritual wine of his word and grace. Betæuixt their 
breaſts (k), is, in their heart, their moſt endeared embrace. 


(a) Prov. xx. I5- and x. 20 (6) Prov. xviii. 4. and xxv. 11. 
(c) Song iv. 3. (4) Song iv. 2. (e) Song iv. 4 and vi. 4. 
(f) Song i. 10. (g) Pſal. cxxix. 3. () Song v. 5. (7) Song 
Vit. 3. 8. and vii 10. (0 Song i. 13. 

Their 
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Their heart is at their right hand (a) ; they execute 
their purpoſes with dexterity and diſpatch, Their mer. 
ry heart or good conſcience, doth good like a medi- 
cine (b), promotes their ſoundneſs, and ſtrength, na- 


tural, chiefly ſpiritual, and eternal; and is a continual 


feaſt, affords eminent and unceaſing ſatis faction, joy, 
and pleaſure. Their bowels (c), are mercy, kindneſs, 
long ſuffering, gentleneſs. Their belly lite an heap of 
wwheat, ſet about with lilies (d), may denote their par- 
ticular application of Jeſus Chriſt, and feeding on him 
for ſpiritual nouriſhment; and their tender concern to 
bring forth, and win others to him; both which are e- 
minently and plentifully connected and adorned with ſo- 
lid, ſavoury, and flouriſhing promiſes and fruits. Their 
navel as a round goblet full of liquor (e), may ſignify 
their ever-receiving appetite and deſire after Jeſus Chriſt ; 
whereby nouriſhment is conveyed to their tender grace, 
The joints of their thighs like curious jewels (/), are 
their valuable, their holy principles of faith and love; 
which, curiouſly framed by the Redeemer, enable them 
with decency, pleaſure, and exactneſs, to walk in his 


way. Their feet (g), denote their affections and well- 


ordered converſation: their ſhoes on their feet, de- 
note the goſpel of peace, as it were ſupporting, anima- 
ting, and interwoven with their affections and practice, 
that with ſpiritual freedom, courage, and ſafety, they 
walk by goſpel-influence, and according to goſpel-rule. 
Their feet only need to be waſhed (H); the jultification 
of their perſon is at firſt complete; but the guilt of daily 
fins in their ſoul and practice, ever need to be waſhed 
away. But the waſhing of feet, pled in excuſe, for not 
readily receiving Chriſt (i), is indifference about goſpel- 
truth, and wearineſs of ſpiritual exerciſe, The ſaints 


being black, but comely ; the faireſt among women (&), 


imports, that though in their own view, though in them- 
ſelves, and as ſurrounded with infirmities and trouble, 
they be unſightly, yet as adorned with Jeſus' righteouſ- 


( Ececl. x. 2. (b) Prov. xvii. 22. and xv. 15. (c) Col, 
Lil. 12» (4) _ vii. 2. (e) Song vii. 2. (J) Song vii. . 
(g) Song vii. 4 
i 4. 8. 
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neſs and grace, and in his kind eſtimation, they are ex- 
ceeding comely and beautiful, Their glorious gar- 
ments wrought with embroidery of gold, and of fine 
linen (a), are his righteouſneſs and grace; and the holy 
converſation founded thereon, It is their converſation- 
garment they waſh and make clean in the blood of the 
Lamb (b) by improving it as the ſole ground of their 
hope, of their pardon, ſalvation, and acceptance with 
God. But the putting of the coat, which indiſpoſes 
them to receive Chriſt (c), is indifference about him and 
his righteouſneſs, leaving off firſt love to him, negle& of 
commanded duty, inclination to carnal eaſe, and ſpiri- 
tual ſleep. Unfaithful miniſters take away the ſaints vail 
from them (d) : they expoſe their infirmities ; deny them 
the faithful preaching of imputed righteouſneſs ; corrupt 
them from the ſimplicity of truth ; and draw them to 
a compliance with the ſuperſtitious devices of men. 
Their borders of gold and ud of filver, for their 
robes (e), are the precious, and permanent bleſlings, graces, 
and gifts, which flow from their Mediator's righteouſ- 
neſs; and which ſhine in their holy converſation, Their 
green bed (J), is the comely, the refreſhful, the flouriſh- 
ing and fruitful church, new covenant, ſcriptures, ordi- 
nances, and peculiar fellowſhip with Chriſt, Their per- 
fumes (g), are the grace given them, The church be- 
low, the heavens above, are their houſe, and reſidence (5). 
Their heart, and the taſk of duty aſhgned them, are the 
vineyard appointed to their care (1). 

6. The ſaints are compared to ROYAL PERSONS, 
kings, gueens, princes, princeſſes (C). Begotten of God, 
the King of all the earth: begotten of Jeſus, the King of. 
kings, by the travel of his ſoul; they poſſeſs royal blood, 
are partakers of the divine nature, endowed with a li- 
ving principle of grace derived from Chriſt ; are royally 
educate at his ſchool of ſacred inſpiration, ſpiritual in- 
fluence, and ſanctiſied trouble; are diſpoſed to a free, a 
generous, and princely ſervice of him; are married to 
him in the day of his power; and from him receive their 


(% Pal. xlv. 3. 14- (5) Rev. vii. 14. e) Song v. 3. 
(4) Hong v. 7. (e) Song i. 11. (/) Song i. 16. ( Song 
. 56. () Song i. 17. (i) Song 1.6. and yiik 12. (ö) Rev. 
1. 6. Pſal. xly. 9. 13. 16. 


honour, 


1 


4 if 
„ 4 
44 
1 
44 
23.8 
v4 
bd 
* : 
4 
* 
6 5 
7 
$ * 
7 . 
þ 1 
. 7 


144 Sacred Trepohgy. 
honour, their fulneſs, and their title to an endleſs 


crown. How royal their apparel of imputed righteouſ- 


neſs! implanted grace! and holy converſation! How 
royal their nouriſhment of his fleſh and blood; of all the 
Ffulneſs of God! How royal their palace of his inviſible 
church, his celeſtial manſion! How royal their chariot 
of the new covenant and goſpel of God! How royal their 
reſt in his well-guarded bed! How royal their guard of 
divine attributes, holy angels, and faithful miniſters! 
How royal their unction of the Holy Ghoſt, to conſe- 
crate and furniſh them for their work ! How royal the 
crown of divine loving kindneſs, and tender mercy, 
which they wear, and the triple crown of glory, life, 
and righteouſneſs, which they expect! How royal their 
throne, being raiſed up together, and made- to fit to- 
gether, in heavenly places, in, and with Chriſt Jeſus! 
How royal their council, the AaD@RED THREE ſpeak- 
ing in the ſcripture! How royal their heart! ſet upon 
things above, and not upon things of the earth! How 
royal and extenſive their influence in managing and pro- 
tecting the world, ruling the nations with a rod of iron, 
bearing rule over their own ſpirit, and conquering Satan 
and their luſts! O marvellous, that by the grace of God 
I am what I am! 

7. They are a ROYAL PRIESTHOOD (a), Moſt ho- 


nourably, by the ſprinkling of Jeſus* blood, by the re- 


ceived fulneſs of his Spirit, are they conſecrate, and ſet 
apart to the ſervice of God; and appointed to draw near 
to him, and through his Son, offer ſacrifices of prayer, 
and praiſe, of holy ſervice,. and broken hearts; and if 
called, of their life, for the honour of his name. | 

8. They are called rxoyHETs (5). Much of God's 


mind they know in compariſon of others; and faithfully 


are they to declare it unto others : chiefly about future 
things are they concerned ; and from inſpired revelation, 
have they a ſolid and certain knowledge thereof. 

9. They are called a CHOSEN GENERATION, or KIN= 
DRED (c). In Chriſt, before the world began, JE HOVAU 
choſe, and ordained them to eternal life. By his grace 


(2) 1 Pet. ii. 9. (4 Pſal. cy. 17. 1 John it 20. 27. 
he 


(9) 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
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he renders them choice and excellent. Of his own will, 
by the ſoul travel of his Son, and the regenerating 
influence of his Spirit, he begets them again; eſpouſes 
them to Jeſus, as their huſband and brother; adopts 
them into his family, and conſtitutes them fellow: mem- 
bers with angels and ranſomed men. Thou haſt not, 
my ſoul, firſt choſen him, but he hath choſen thee. 

10. They are called a4o0LY NAT10N (4). 'In whole 
they are a very numerous body, and cloſely connected, 
members dne of another. Unfailing faith in a Redeemer, 
and unceaſing love to one another, being their bonds of 
union, how firm and laſting the duration of 'their body ! 
Chriſt is their King in the midſt of them, and their am- 
baſſador at the court of heaven. Fellowſhip with him, 
receiving out of his fulneſs, and loving one another, is 
their gainful traffie. Angels, and implanted graces, are 
their armies. Divine attributes and promiſes, are their 
ſtrong holds and fortifications, Reſiſtance of ſin, Satan, 
and the world, is their warfare. The heavenly oracles 
are their laws. Attendance on divine worſhip and ſervice, 
their tribute. And how holy in their birth; their ſtate 
their ſtatates; vows; purpoſes; and converſation! | 

11. They are called a rECULIAR PEOPLE (). What 
a numerous, a flouriſhing body, whom God haih made 


the objects of his peculiar love ! whom he hath purcha- 


ſed with the peculiar price of the blood of his Son! 
whom he ſubdues to himſelf, by a. peculiar warfare of 
kindneſs and mercy! whom he hath enriched with pe- 
culiar bleſſings! whoſe hearts are inhabited by peculiar 
gueſts; Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt! whom God haik 
formed for hinrſelf, to ſhew forth his peculiar praiſe?! 
whom he watches over, day and night, with peculiar 
care! and prepares for, and aſſures of peculiar manſions 
of joy! O how different their pedigree; their founda- 
tion; their government; their ſpirit; their way; their 
end, from that of the men of the world! | 

12. They are a people that DwELL ALONE (c). In 
God's ptedeſtining purpoſe, they have a diſtinct ſituation 


and place. They alone are ſet as a ſeal on Jeius' heart 


and arm. They alone are within the bond of the new co- 


() fer f. 9 ) 1 Pet. l. 99 0 Nundb. xxibi. „ 
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venant, and pale. of the church inviſible. And it is 
yours, ye ranſomed, to avoid all unneceſſary intimacy 
with carnal men; to ſtudy a contrariety of conduct; 
and to ſeek the unknown, but happy attainment of ſe- 
cret fellowſhip with God, Let me live alone from the 
world: but let the Father and the Son come unto me, and 
manifeſt themſelves to my ſoul, 

13. They are CiT1IZENSs and FELLOW-CITIZENS 
with the ſaints (a). Solemn is their admiſhon into the 
viſible church, Glorious are their privileges: they are 
the objects of Heaven's diſtinguiſhed care, Great is their 


|  Loſpel-freedom from the law as a covenant, and from the 


yoke of human impoſitions ; gainful their traffic with 
Chriſt; great their honour in bearing his image and 
| badge; comely their order; binding their common laws; 
ſtrict their connection; and tender their care, one of an- 
other: peculiar the right of their ſeed to an intereſt in 
Heaven's diſtinguiſhed benefits. They are citizens of the 
church-triumphant ; their burgesſhip, their converſation 
is in heaven. They are born from above; have their 
names written in heaven, in the Lamb's book of life: 
made free by the Son, they are free indeed: their ſtock, 
their treaſure, their heart are in heaven: in heavenly 
things they trade; in good and perfect things that come 
from above: they ſet their affections on theſe things that 
are above, where Jeſus is at the right hand of God, 
Shortly ſhall THz&E be their endleſs reſidence ; they ſhall 
ſee the King in his beguty, and dwell in his preſence, 
Canſt thou, my ſoul, inſtruct thy celeſtial lineage ; ſpeak 
the heavenly dialogue of cordial praiſe ? is the ticket, the 
everlaſting covenant laid up in my heart, as all my ſalva- 
tion, and all my defire ? 

14. They are repreſented as an HOUSEHOLD and 
FAMILY (b), How gathered, protected, and ruled of 
God, they dwell together in unity! How cloſely joined 
in Chriſt; in God, their habitation ! How bound and 
diſpoſed to promote one another's welfare and joy! 
They are the houſehold of God, made, collected, owned, 
provided for, employed, and governed by him to his own 
glory. They are the houſehold of faith. By the grace 


fa) Eph. it, 19. Phil. ni. 200 (5) Eph ii. 20. Gal. vi. * 
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e faith they credit, and contend earneſtly for the docs 


trine of faith once delivered to the ſaints, By theſe 
things they live; and in them be the life of my ſoul. 

15. They are repreſented as CHILDREN of God (a). 
Of him they are adopted; of him their new man is ſpi- 


ritually begotten and born. His image is engraven, his 


name called upon, and his Spirit put within them. Dear» 
ly he loves them. Every thing neceſſary for time and 
eternity, he provides for them. In every danger he pro- 
tects; in every part of conduct. in every good word 
and work, he directs them: and for their faults, chiefly 
their ſtabbornneſs, he corrects them. Their prayers he 
hears ; their ſaits he grants, They are heirs of God, and 
foint- heirs with Chriſt, It is theirs to be humble, teach- 
able, and obedient before him. Theirs to imitate him 


in mercy, in meekneſs, in holineſs, righteouſneſs. Theirs 


to hate what he hates; love what he loves. Theirs to 
incline to abide in his family; dwell in his preſence; 
and ſeek after the moſt intimate fellowſhip with him. 
It is theirs to know, eſteem, love, delight in him, as 
their Father; and to take pleaſure in his word, his ordi- 
nances, and people. Theirs to be grieved and concern - 
ed when he is diſhonoured, or his church oppreſſed or 


polluted. Are theſe things, my ſoul, found in thee? 


Am I certainly a child of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus? 
16. Saints are compared to 34558 (5). In them- 

ſelves how exceeding helpleſs, weak, and inſignificant ! 

How expoſed to danger ! but wonderfully protected, and 


preſerved of God. In what imperfe& degree, they here 


poſſeſs all the graces of the perfect, the glorified ſaints ! 
How native; how earneſt their inclination to pray; to 
ſack the ſincere milk of God's word | How carefully, by 
Chriſt, by his angels, and miniſters, .are they watched, 
and guided, and guarded! If not hindered by their 
peeviſh temper, how quick their ſpiritual} growth, about 
the time of their heavenly birth! How innocent, meek, 


harmleſs, and humble! How candid and ſincere in their 


faith; their love; their Chriſtian profeſſion, and holy 


. obedience ! Except, my foul, thou become as a little 


O Roms viii 1, ) Matth. xi. 25. 1 Pet. N. 1. 
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child, thou ſhalt in no wiſe enter into the kingdom of” 


heaven. | 
17. They are called s 0x8; HEIRS; FIRST-BORN (a), 
For a time indeed they continue in a low condition, and 


retails mach of the Spirit of bondage ; but ſolemnly are 


they ſeparate to the ſervice of God, as his peculiar pro- 
perty. Bleſſed are they with all the beſt bleſſings of his 
righteouſneſs, his grace, and ſalvation, Princely and 
exalted is their dominion over the reſt of the world. A 


ſubſtantial bleſſing and honour are they to them, Sure 


and ſweet is their title to the everlaſting, inheritance. 
Rejoice, my ſoul, I am an heir of God, and joint- heir 
with Chriſt: nor can fins; nor devils; nor wicked men, 
diſinherit me. God is my Father, my tutor, my ALL, 
His covenant is my charter; thrice ſurer than heaven or 


earth. 


18. They are called DauGnTERS; VIRGINS; 81 


' $TERs of Chriſt (5). How weak in themſelves! How ex- 


poſed. to danger and infirmity ! How engaging, their ſpi- 


ritual comelineſs! How glorious their apparel of impu- 


ted righteouſneſs, implanted grace, and holy. converſa- 
tion]! How ſingle their love to jeſus! How chaſte their 
adherence. to him! How ſound and uncorrupt in the 


faith! How ſincere in their worſhip! How pure in their 


heart and life - How candid their care to avoid tempta- 
tions to, and appearance of evil! How diſpoſed to bluſh 
at the beſt of their ſervice ! Inferior, indeed, in every re · 


ſpect, they are to Chriſt ; but begotten of the ſame Fa- 


ther, children in the ſame family, they partake of the 
ſame human nature with him; have his image on them; 
are nearly connected with, dearly. beloved, and tender- 
ly cared,. and provided for, by him, They are daughters 
of Jeruſalem, children of Zion, In the true church, 
they are born; and by means of her ordinances and mi- 
niſters, is their fpiritual birth accompliſhed, On her ſpi- 
ritual proviſion of goſpel truths, and new-covenant bleſſ- 
ings, they are nouriſhed, With the garments of ſalva · 
tion divinely granted to her, are they clothed, In her 
they abide ;. and are governed, directed, protected, and 


(% Gal. iv. 4.6. Hob. xii. 23. (5) Song i. 3. g. and. ĩĩi. 
I. and v. 1. Pal. cxlix 3. | 
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rfefted. If I am ſuch, why ſhould I wear the attire 
of an harlot ? why whoriſhly turn aſide by the flocks of 


- thy companions ? When, O my Brother, ſhall I find thee 


without, on thy great white throne, that I may kiſs thee, 
may embrace thee, and not be aſhamed? When ſhall I 
come to the Jeruſalem above, which is the mother of us 
all? When ſhall we, the ranſomed of the Lord, return 
and come to Zion, with ſongs, and everlaſting joy on 
our heads, and ſorrow and ſighing flee away? 

19. They are CHILDREN OF PROMISE (). From 
eternity their birth, their life, their endleſs felicity, 
was promiſed to our adored Redeemer, Not by natural 
influence, but by the goſpel-promiſe, and fulneſs there- 


of, are they ſpiritually begotten, born, ſuckled, nouriſh- 


ed, directed, ſupported, carried, healed, revived, re- 
ſtored, comforted, and ſanQified, And highly they e- 
ſteem and delight in the promiſes. Let theſe thy words 
be found by me; let me eat them; and let them be 7 
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart. Never let me for- 
get thy flatutes, for by them thou haſt quickened me. 

20. They are called Chriſt's szzD, the TRAVAIE of 
his foul (b). By his infinite labour and ſuffering, and 
from his fulneſs of virtue and grace, are they brought 
forth unto God, His honour they repreſent ; his name 
they continue; and to all generations, are the joy and 
rejoicing of his heart. On the very ſubſtance of his per- 


fon, his fleſh and blood, that he gives for the life of the - 


world, he feeds and nouriſes their ſoul. Lord Jeſus, 
am I ſo dear to-thee? am I the offspring of thy love; 
thy bloed; thy grace? Deteſted be my heart, if it love 
father, or mother, more than thee. | 

21. Saints are called BRETHREN (c). In the-fame 
purpoſe of God. are all of them choſen, All of them 
have God for their Father; the church for their mother; 
Chriſt for their elder brorttrer. Their grace, their pro- 
feſſion, their practice, is ſimilar. Their love is mutual. 
They are Chri/t's brethren: they have one Father with 
him. They are ineffably near to him, and precious in 
his ſight, Wherein their finite nature admits, they ſhare 


with him in his grace, his office, and work. How quick» 
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ly, my Lord, ſhall I hear thee ſay, In as nuch as ye did 
it to the leaſt of theſe my brethren, you did it unte me. 

22. They are Chriſt's 3x1pz and ss osE (a). In in- 
finite kindneſs he chooſes. them for himſelf. Heartily 
and deliberately they accept of him, as their head and 
huſband, . All their ſinful debt was charged upon him; 
and he anſwered for it, Highly he loves; faithfully he 
dwells in; tenderly he ſympathizes with; ſufficiently he. 
provides for; fully he protects, them. Deep is his in- 
tereſt. and concern in their perſons, graces, temptations, 
and troubles. Glorious is their intereſt in his perſon, 
his righteouſneſs, honour, and fulneſs. Highly they e- 
ſteem.; tenderly they love; ardently they deſire; hum- 
bly they ſerve him; and hardly do they bear his frowns. 
Mutual is their joy and rejoicing over one another. How 
mindful both of their marriage - contract, the covenant: 
ef peace] By diſtinguiſhed fellowſhip with him, they be · 
come fruitful in the works of righteouſneſs. Openly, 
before angels and men, ſhall their nuptials-at the end be 
celebrate. Then ſhall they enter into the palace of the 
King, and ſhalt abide. Bleſed are they, who. are called 
to this eternal marriage. ſupper of the Lamb; and whom 
the Lamb himſelf maketh ready. Bleſſed for. ever be 
the Lord, that neither meanneſs, nor. guilt, nor vileneſs, 
nar infamy, nor devils, nor death, could ſtop, or can 
break my marriage. to him! He. betrothed. me to him- 
ſelf for ever; yea, betrothed me to him, in righteouſ- 
neſs and in judgment, in loving-kindneſs and in mercies. 


Ye ſinful, ye unprofitable, ye. infamous men, whoſoe ver 


will, let him come to the marriage. 

23. They are compared to RETURNING. raopi- 
GALS (5). Receiving from God many noble. endow- 
ments, time, talents, opportunities, how they ruſh into 


apoſtacy from him ! and waſte theſe gifts in ſoul - ruining 


fellowſhip with Satan and his agents! When by trouble, 
by ſharp conviction, they are forced. to conſider their 
caſe ;. nothing ſpiritually good they have, or can do. 
No more pleaſure in ſin, in creatures, can they find. 
Now. the molt urgent neceſſity, accompanied with an at- 
tractive perſuaſion of God's all ſufficiency and readineſs. 


) Rev--xix. 7. Song v. + () Luke xv. 10.24. 
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to help, determines them to attempt an humble return to 

kim as their Saviour and Maſter, and a candid confeſſion 

of their fin, and earneſt ſupplication for mercy, How 

the all-gracious Father, his bowels of compaſhon, yearn 

towards. them! How, in their diſtant, their lothſome, 

their dreadful condition, in merey he runs to meet them 

With what arms of mercy he embraces! with what 

kiſſes of forgiving love he melts their heart, and deter- 

mines it to à truly goſpel- repentance and confeſhon of 
fin ! By the miniſtry of the word and Spirit, how gra: 

ciouſly he decks them with the bef robe of imputed nigh». 
teouſneſs ; adorns them with the geld ring of his ever» 

laſting favour, Spirit, and grace; feaſts and. nouriſhes. 
their ſoul with the ſweet, the tender, the all- fattening 
fleſh and blood of his ſacrificed Son! What unending joy 

now commences among divine perſons and holy angels; 

that fallen men, utterly loft. as to ſafety, happineſs, or 

uſefulneſs, are recoyered.! thoſe dead in treſpaſſes and. 
fins are quickened, and. eſpouſed to Chriſt! 

24. Peeviſh ſaiots much reſemble the prodigal's EIDE A 
BROTHER (a). Divinely preſerved from the more ſcan- 
dalous crimes, and ſerving God from. their youth, in a 
tender and unblameable practice; how ſinfully they 
ſometimes fret at JEH0van's ſovereign conduct, in giving 
newly converted profligates ſurpriſing meaſutes of grace, 
ſurpriſingly familiar intimacy with himſelf; while rarely 
he beſtows on themſelves, ſuch ſenſible experience of his 
love, as exhilarates their heart, and determines them 
with pleaſure to talk of his goodneſs! Ah, ye froward,. 
when will ye grow wiſe? Should your eye be evil, be- 
cauſe God is good? Do you well to be angry, that where: 


ſin abounded, grace did much more abound ? 


25. The ſaints are compared to jus (5), En- 
dowed with wiſdom, power, and authority, they ſet. 
themſelves for the defence of the heavenly ſtatutes. By 
ſelf examination they judge themſelves, that they be not 
condemned with the. world, By their ſound principles, 
and holy lives, they condemn- the world that lieth in 
wickedneſs, At laſt they ſhall ſit as aſſeſſors with Chriſt 


in the final judgment of evil angels and wicked men. 


Lake xv--25;--32 0) 1 Cor vi 2. 3. 
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Shall this, Lord, be my honour, who have ſo oft yield. 
ed to Satan, and defiled myſelf with his wicked agents 
on earth ! 
26. They are called wtrxzssEs (a). Having taſted 
#hat the Lord is gracious ; having heard his voice, ſeen 
_ his glory, and his mighty deeds ; they bear witneſs, 
that he is God all-ſufficient, poſſeſſed of every perfection 
and ſuited to every caſe. Having ſeen the Son, believed 
on him, and handled the word of life, they teſtify, that 
he is the divinely ſent, the able, the ever · ready ang com- 
* paſhonate Saviour of the world. Having ſeen an end of 
all perfection, and felt the unſolidity and evil of the 

world, they declare, that vanity of vanities, all that 
cometh is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. Having felt their 
heart, and ſeen their life, they atteſt the former to be 

deceitſul above all things, and deſperately wicked ; and 
the latter, in its beſt eſtate, but filthy rags. Having 
felt the virtue of Jeſus' word, they teſtify, that his /aw 
ic the truth; his goſpel the power of God unto ſalvation ; 
his commandment ſpiritual, holy, juft, and good. Faith- 
fully they bear witneſs, even againſt themſelves. Bold- 
ly they oft finiſh their teſtimony, reit unto blood, fri- 
ving againſt fin. Abide, my ſoul, by the truth, and the 
truth ſhall make thee free, 

27. They are compared to RICH MEN and NOBLES (5), 
How honourably begotten of the everlaſting Father, poſe 
fefſor of heaven and earth! Chriſt; and all things in him, 

are their wealth, their treaſure. How glorious their ap- 
parel of his righteouſneſs and grace! How ornamented 
with his Spirit, his love! How liberally educate at his 
ſchool, and taught to profit! How pompous their riding 
in his new-covenant chariot, on his white horſes, his 
evangelic promiſes; and in company with him their 
KinG! They indeed Jove to work righteouſneſs ; but 
live not by their labours, but on God, as their inheri- 
tance, their portion; on the delicate proviſion. of Jeſus” 
fleſh and blood. How goodly their dwelling ! the Moſt 
High is their habitation. How numerous their atten» 
dants; angels and men! How readily every thing works 
for their good ! What burdens of labour, difficulty, and 
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trouble, they can ſuſtain, without being rendered wreteh- 
ed or miſerable! How well they can forbear their full 

rtion, till the end of time! How exalted their fellows 
ſhip with divine perſons; with angels and ſaints! How: 
the view of their wealth emboldens them to approach the 
throne of grace; the communion of ſaints; and the man» 
ſions of bliſs! and roughly to reſiſt temptations from ſin, 
Satan, and the world! What am I, or what is my father's 
houſe, that God has brought me hitherto; raiſed me out 
of the dunghill, and made me fit with princes ! 

28, They are called roo, or oo IN STI (2). 
Not only are they generally poor in worldly circum- 
ſtances ;. and all, in themſelves deſtitute and deſpicable 
before God; but how unworthy, wretched, and pollu - 
ted, in their own eyes! What ſtudents of contentment: 


with a low condition in the world! With whathumilityy. 


they look on all their righteouſneſs as loſs and dung; 
reckon themſelves leſs than the leaſt of God's mercies ; 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints; and the chief of finners ! 
With what cheerful pleaſure, they live ſolely on the 
free, the ſovereign, grace of God in Chriſt; and reckon- 
it their great honour and happineſs, to be the eternal. 
dyvors thereof! Let greedy ſwords fight on for wealth ;. 
can be poor: but, Lord, I beg to fit and ſup, and ſmile 
with thee. | | 


29, They. are compared to ſour and twenty r- 


DERS, crowned and ſurrounding the throne of God (5) ;. 
becauſe of their gravity, their wiſdom, their power, and 
authority. They are a people near unto God, and em- 
ployed in the moſt humble and unceaſing adoration'of 
him. And is not their faith founded on the doctrine of 
the prophets and twelve apoſtles of the Lamb? Thrice 


bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit; for theirs is the crown of 


glory, the kingdom of heaven! | 
30. They are compared to HARPERS harping with 
their harps, and ſinging a new ſong that none but them 


ſelves can learn (c). How ſkilfully ; how ſweetly they 


ſing of mercy and judgment! Knowing that all things 
flow from. redeeming love, and work for their eter» 


(a) Pfal. Ixviii. 10. Matth. v. 3. (6) Rev. iv. 4 and v. 8. 
to 10. (9). Rev. xiv. 2. Y 
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nal advantage; in every thing they give thanks. How | 
cordially ; how pleaſantly they praiſe their loving, their 
eternal fair; their endleſs aur! in fine, their Gop! 
Am redeemed; redeemed to him; redeemed with blood 
divine? O may 1 loſe my uſeleſs tongue, when it forgets 
to praiſe ! 

31. They are compared to MERCHANTS (a). Chriſt 
the pearl of great price, the fine gold, the treaſure hid 
in the field of revelation, they ſeek out, buy, deliberate- 
ly accept of, as their own; the gift of God to them, 
The truth they buy; deliberately credit; and, at the 
hazard of every thing dear in a world, retain, The 
time they redeem, they carefully improve, becauſe the 


days are evil, With wiſdom, with care, with pleaſure, *' 


with deſire, and hope of endleſs advantage, they deal in 
ſpiritual and heavenly things. . With knowledge and de- 
liberation, they commiſhon them by prayer ; bring them 
home by faith ; and receive them with much affection, and 
Joy of the Holy Ghoſt. Cheerfully they give their bill, 
their determined purpoſe, in his ſtrength, to render unto 
God thanks for all his mercies. Grace, glory, God 
himfelf, in all his fulneſs, is the ſubje& of their traffic. 
Freely, without money and without price, is the heaven - 
fixed rate of every commodity. Chriſt. is their factor in 
the far, the heavenly, country. Prayers and ſupplica- 
tions, with ſtrong cries and tears, are their letters of 
trade, Exceeding great and precious promiſes are their 
Invoice; their bill of lading. Divine ordinances are the 
port, the exchange, the market, where they carefully 
attend, Faith in the promiſe is the ſhip, the porter, 
which brings home their goods to their ſoul. A con- 
ſcience purged in Jeſus? blood is their accomptant. Their 
underſtanding and memory are their journal and ledger. 
Self examination is their inventory of their ſtock, their 
ſtating of accounts. Improving of grace received in 
holy and beneficent exerciſes, is their ſale. Carefully 
ought they to keep diſtinct records of the true ſtate and 


frame of their ſoul, and of God's mercies to them, and 


their ſins againſt him. Speedily ought they to pay their 
vows, their bills of gratitude, © As their trade proſpers 
% Matth- 21m. 46 Rev. M. x8, | 
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or languiſheth, are they to rejoice, or mourn. Learn, 
my ſoul, this gainful buſineſs; this trade, making many, 
making all its uſers rich; this trade, that can never be 
hurt by the number of ſharers ; this trade, for which diſ- 
appointments, ſtraits,” poverty, and guilt, may be im- 
proved, as a qualification, | 
32. They are compared to $s0LDieRs (a). In the 
day of power, enliſted under Jeſus' banner; brought 
into the bond of his covenant; clothed with the livery 
of his imputed righteouſneſs, his implanted grace, and 
of an holy conyerſation ; armed with the whole armour 
of God, with the girdle of truth, the breaſiplate of 
righteouſneſs, the ho of ſettled goſpel-principles, the 
BN ſhield of faith, the helmet of the hope of ſalvation, the 
; inſpired ſword of the Spirit, and the artillery of 40 
prayer ; Which they are to keep undamaged, and ready 
| on every occaſion, It is theirs to diſtinguiſh themſelyes 
! from others; to moderate their affe&ipns and care a- 
. bout worldly things; to ceaſe from their former ſinful 
5 aud legal labours; and, with ſingleneſs of heart, with 
| 


prudence, patience, ſubmiſſion, courage, care, and ac» 
tirity, to follow the captain of their ſalvation, in their 
reſpective ſtations; to know his word; without heſita- 


; tion obey his command; endure hardſhip; eſpy the ſtra- 
6 tagems, watch the motions of ſpiritual enemies; im- 
f prove every advantage againſt them; ſhew no pity to 
c any of them; but, by means of Jeſus' death, believed 


e with application, reſiſt Satan; crucify, and kill the body 
y of ſin, with her affections and luſts. Ye ſoldiers of the 
, Lamb, be ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of bit 


. might ; encourage yourſelves in your leader; in the cer - 
ir tainty of your victory; and the reward of your warfare. 
r. Never deſert your divine, your gracious commander z 
ir nor his ſtandard of truth. Never yield to a ſpiritual foe ; 


in reſiſt the devil, and he will flee from you; reſiſt unto 
blood, ſtriving againſt ſin: count not your life dear unto 
you, that you may finiſh your courſe with joy; fight the 


"Y fight of faith; lay hold on eternal life, Though 


r enemies be many, be ſtrong, and lively, there are 
ore with you, than with them: ſtronger is he that is 


(J Eph. vi. 10. = 19. | 
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in you, than he that is in the world. Be then the day 
of war, the ſeaſon of my ſoul. aA wa ts 
33. They are compared to WATCHMEN (a). In their 
reſpective towers and ſtations they wait upon, and watch 
for God, more than they that watch for the morning. 
Carefully they obſerve the approach of ſpiritual danger, 
and ery to the Lord for relief, It is yours, ye ranſom- 
ed, to watch unto prayer, and other duties; to wait, 
to prepare for, and lay hold on every opportunity there- 
of; to watch in duty, keep your heart, in her diſpoſi- 
tion and aims, becauſe out of it are the iſſues of life ; and 
to watch for the anſwer of prayer, and fruit of good 
works. It is yours, to watch againſt the roaring lion, 
and his ſerpentine agents: to watch with Jeſus as your 
Lord, your defence, pattern, companion, and guide: 
to watch for him, coming in the Spirit, and in the 


ſhall find watching. Liſten, my-ſoul, the Maſter cometh; 
the Judge ſtandeth at the door; gird up thy loins; watch 
and be ſober: watch with him thy one hour of life: 
watch and pray, that thou enter not into temptation. 
34. They are compared to WRESTLERS (6). A- 
nointed with the Holy Ghoſt, ſiſted in the view of angels 
and men; they wreſtle with profane perſons, teſtifying 
againſt, and oppoſing their wickedneſs, patiently endu- 
ring their reproach and perſecution, They wreſtle with 
perſons heretical and erroneous; watching againſt their 
ſnares, refuting their error, and endeavouring to cenſure 
them on its account. They wreſtle with evil angels, 
and ſinful luſts ; hating, reſiſting, crying for deliverance 
from them, and ſtudying to have every inward corrup- 
tion utterly deſtroyed. In humble and earneſt ſupplica- 
tion, they wreftle with God; taking hold of his ſtrength, 
"pleading bis promiſe, and relying on the blood and in- 
terceſſion of his Son, they inſiſt for his favours, and re- 
fuſe 10 let him go, till he bleſs them. Be thou, my ſoul, 
- ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Feſus, Let no dil- 
couragement drive thee from his mercy-ſeat. Fill thy 
mouth with arguments, even with thy need, thy guilt, 
thy perverſenels ; order thy cauſe before him. | 


Pl. cxxx 5. & Prov ive 23 0) Eph vi. 12: 
; 35. They 


clouds; for bleſſed are they, whom, at his coming, be 
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35. They are compared to war KERS (a), Divinely 
brought into Jeſus the way of holineſs, wherein the way- 
faring man ſhall not err, in the fight, in the company, 
under the awe, and with a regard to the glory of God; 
in the continued application of a Redeemer's blood; in 
the ſtrength of the grace daily received out of his ful- 
neſs; under the conſtraining power of his love; they, 
with great pleaſure and healrhfulneſs, follow his pattern, 
obey his law, make progreſs in goſpel-holineſs, diſtance 
from fin, Satan, and an evil world, meetneſs for, and 
nearneſs to the celeſtial glory. Brought at laſt into the 
manſions of happineſs, with unceaſing pleaſure, peace, 
purity, honour, and triumph, they for ever attend the 
Lamb of God, in all his glorious diſcoveries of himſelf. 
My ſoul, having received the Lord Feſus, walk in him: 
wall up and down in his name; walk humbly with thy 
God; at laſt thou ſhalt wall with him in white ; for in 
him thou art worthy. 

36. They are compared to RUNNERS of a race (5). 
Encompaſſed with ſo great a cloud, a multitude wit 
neſſes ; animate with the example of Chriſt and his now 
glorified followers; excited with the view of God, an- 
gels, and men; they, in the moſt exact, thoughtful, la- 
borious, and diligent manner, begin, proſecute, and ſi- 
niſh their courſe of holy exerciſe. To ſucceed, my ſoul, 
begin it, as early as poſſible. Put on the light, the pliant 
robes of Jeſus* righteouſneſs and grace. Be thou wholly, 
chiefly thy joints, thy principles of action, anointed with 
the Holy Ghoſt. Lay aſide every weight of guilt, anxi- 
ous care, and ſinful affection. Beware of ſurſeiting and 
drunkenneſs ; be not high minded, but fear, Ever fix 
thine eye on Jeſus as thy way, thy pattern; on his law 
as thy rule; on his Spirit as thy guide; on death as thy 
goal; on endleſs felicity as thy prize. Stumble at no 
temptation, affliction, reproach, perſecution, deſertion, 
or inward weakneſs ; but with integrity, vigour, and un- 
wearied diligence, proceed in thy courſe; daily apply a 
Saviour's blood; grow in grace; abound in the work of 
the Lord. 

37. They are compared to PILGRIMS or TRAVEL= 


(a) Zech. X 122 (5) Heb. xii. 1. 
O , LERS, 


— — 
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LERS (a). Finding no reſt for their ſoul on earth; at 
firſt they carefully conſider the coſt, the difficulty, 
the danger, of their journey to heaven; wiſely they put 
on the light, the new, the defenſive, and unwaſting gar. 
ments of ſalvation ; and take to them the whole armour 
of God, for their ſafety againſt foes. Wiſely they receive 
Jeſus and his fulneſs, as their gold, their treaſure, to 
bear their expence. They receive his Father for their 
companion; his Spirit to be their guide; his word to be 
their director and compaſs; his love, his power, and pro- 
miſe, for their ſupporting ſtaff, Carefully they aſk for the 
good old way of holineſs; and continue walking therein: 
weetly they drink out of its wells of ſalvation ; and re- 
freſh themſelves, but not tarry, in the inns of ordinances 
built thereupon, How diverſified their condition! Now, 
their duty is pleaſant and eaſy; anon, it is rugged and 
difficult. Now, they enjoy fine weather of peace and 
-proſperity ; clear views of Jeſus' countenance, wide pro- 
ſpects of his lovelineſs and love; clear diſcoveries of the 
. vanity of this world, of the happineſs of their preſent, 
and of the glory of their future ſtate: anon, they are 
diſtreſſed with cold winters of trouble, ſtorms of tempta- 
tion, dark nights of deſertion and diſorder, that they 
know not what to do, or whither to go. How oft fear- 
fully pinched for proviſion ! How oft the wells of promiſes 
ſeem dry, and inns of ordinances are found empty ! How 
oft expoſed to the gazing, ridicule, and malice of carnal 


are 


men! How oft by Satan and their luſts haraſſed and the 
robbed of their grace, or its evidence ! How oft tempted la) 
to turn back! But, through every tribulation, they puſh the 
forward to the city, the celeſtial kingdom, of God; and up 
with ſo much more cheerfulneſs, if they enjoy the com- vet 
pany of eminent ſaints. May I go from ſtrength to ſtrength, and 
till 1 appear before God in Zion. cid 

38. They are called sTRANGERS and $0JOURNERS ing 
with God on earth (5). How ſtrange to carnal men, is pre 
their ſtate of union and communion with Chriſt! How fini 
ſtrange their birth from above! their having God their | 
Father! Chriſt their huſband ! glorified ſaints their prin- IN 
cipal people! In what ſtrange; what celeſtial country, rep 

i Pet. ü. to. (5) Pfal. xxxix. 12. ( 
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ire their portion, their inheritance, their hopes, their 
affections, their thoughts, their deſires! With what 
ſtrange robe of divine righteouſneſs, implanted grace, and 
goſpel-holineſs are they decked ! What ſtrange armour 
of God they have put on! How ſtrangely they ſpeak the 
ſpiritual language of prayer and praiſe ! pour out their 
hearts, behave as becometh the high calling of God?! 
walk with Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, whom the 
world ſee and know not! feed on the ſtrange proviſion 
of ſeſus* perſon, righteouſneſs, and benefits! How em- 
ployed in the unknown labour of numbering their days ; of 
conſidering their laſt end; of ploughing up the fallow ground 
of their heart; of ſowing to themſelves in righteouſneſs ; 
of buying without money and without price; of denying 
and loathing themſelves ; of warring with priacipalities, 
powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſs; of renouncing the 
profit, pleaſure, and honour of this world; of extracting 
good from evil, and ſweet out of bitter ; of loving theic 
markind enemies, and rendering them bleſſing for curſing ! 
How unſatisfactory their outward enjoyments! What a 
gazing flock to the men of the world! And how deſpiſed, 
reproached, and harafſed by them! Be content, my 
ſoul, it is enough that God hath ſworn, I wil! never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee, In all my (traits, he is a 
preſent aid. In all my affliction he is afflicted, ſo he is 
my Saviour, 

39. They are called BUILD ERS (a). According to 
the rule and line of God's inſpired word, they, by faith, 
lay themſelyes and their whole ſalvation upon Chriſt, 
the foundation laid in Zion; and in his ſtrength, build 
up themſelves, in their moſt holy faith and goſpel · con- 
verſation; adding one degree of grace, one good word 
and work to another: and build up the church, by elu- 
cidating divine truths; winning ſouls to Chriſt ; ſpread- 
ing abroad the favour of his name; and lifting up his 
pon So build, my ſoul, and thou ſhalt be able to 

niſh, | 

40. They are compared to THRESHERs, Or THRES H- 
ING INSTRUMENTS (). In Jeſus' ſtrength, and by 
repeated acts of faith and hope, of repentance and love, 


(s) Jude 20. (5) 16. xli. 15. 16. 
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of humility and ſelf denial, they by little and little, con- 
quer their ſpiritual enemies, and bring down the moun- 
tains of wicked men, evil angels, ſinful corruptions, 
manifold dangers, and difficulties, which ſtand in their 
way of ſerving the Lord, or enjoying fellowſhip with 
him. Aſtoniſhing ! ſhall worm I beat them ſmall as duſt! 
Let me then rejoice in the Lord, and glory in the holy One 
of 1/rael, a 

41. They are compared to 8s TEWARDs (a). To their 
care hath God committed the vineyard of their own 
heart and ſtation in the world and church, A variety of 
gifts, graces, ordinances, and opportunities has he be- 
ſtowed upon them, to be improven according to the rule 
of his word. Solemnly hath he charged them to be faith- 
ful, and ſtudy the welfare of others; quickly will he call 
them to account for their conduct; and righteouſly will 
he reward them according to their work. How quick- 
 1y, my ſoul, ſhall he cauſe me give an account of my 
fleward/hip ; for I muſt be no longer ſteward ! 

42. They are compared to sERVANTS (b), How ſo- 
lemnly are they engaged! How deeply obliged to ſerve 
the Lord Chriſt, in whatſoever he ſhall command them 
With what lowlineſs of mind, what faithfulneſs, grati- 
tide, and evangelic re/ped to the recompence of reward, 
are they to do the will of God in all things! It is yours, 
ye redeemed, to remember that al! your. gifts, your 
graces, are from God, and to be uſed to his glory; and 
to reſolve upon giving him an account thereof, Bore 
mine ear, O JEHOVAH, to thy door-poſt, that I may 
ſerve thee for ever. In, and after, keeping thy com- 
mandments, there is an exceeding great reward. 

43. They are called 1NHABITANTS OF THE 
GARDENS (c). Aſſociate into particular - congregations 
and worſhipping aſſemblies, they make an open, a con- 
tinued, a ſtedfaſt profeſſion of Jeſus* truth; and with 
conſtancy, delight, and diligence, they attend upon, and 
improve his ordinances; and are chiefly buſied in keep- 
ing and cultivating their heart and converſation. 

44. They are compared to FARMERS OF VINE- 


(a) Luke xvi. 9.—12. (b) Rev. vii. z. (c) Song 
viii. 13. 
YARDS: 
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YARDS (a). To them hath God, in a ſubordinate reſpect, 
committed the vineyard of their own heart and of his 
church; and to their advantage the fruitfulneſs thereof 
greatly redounds. It is therefore theirs, carefully to 
keep their vineyard, to watch over themſelves and their 
work; to labour earneſtly in denying ungodlipeſs and 
worldly luſts; and in living ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world. Theirs to ſtudy regularity 
and diſtinctneſs in their religious courſe. Theirs to im- 
prove every event, every faculty, and gift; to prune off 
every luxuriance, mortify every luſt, avoid every doubt= 
fol and dangerous practice; and by a believing depend- 
ence on the tree of life, in the midſt of the paradiſe of 
God, to prop every good word and work. It is theirs 
to promote the purity, peace, and proſperity of the 
church, and to render unto Chriſt, the principal, the 
ſupreme glory of all they are, and do. 

45. Saints are compared tosLAVisn KEEPERS of other 
mens vineyards to the negle& of their own (5), How 
oft, by their mother's children, their indwelling corrup- 
tions, and hypocritical profeſſors, are they forced and 
decoyed into a baſe ſubmiſſion, to human impoſitions in 
the ſervice of God; to ſinful and carnal courſes; to too 
eager interfering with worldly affairs, or with ſpiritual 
things in a felfiſh and carnal manner! How oft is their 
watchfulneſs over their heart, their reſiſting and morti- 
fying of their luſts, their due cheriſhing and exerciſing 
of their grace, hereby ſinfully and ſhamefully prevented! 
How oft doth their being in public office in church os 


ſtate, occaſion much ſinful negle& of perſonal piety! 


46. They are repreſented as CarR1ED ones (c). Lame 
in themſelves, Jeſus apprehends them, takes them up, 
and 1n the chariot of his covenant and church, on the 
white horſe of his goſpel-promuſe, in the hand cf his pro- 


vidence, on the ſhoulder of his power, in his boſom of 


intimate fellowſhip, in his heart of endeared affectien and 
care, notwithſtanding of manifold filthineſs, provoca- 
tions, and infirmities, bears them up under every bur- 
den; bears them owt againſt every oppoſition; bears 
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them en in the courſe of their duty; bears them in to 
the throne of grace; and home to their eternal reſt. 

47. They are repreſented as H1DDEN ones (a). How 
unknown to the world, and even to themſelves, is their 
excellency; their gracious ſtate; their ſpiritual attain- 
ments; and eſpecially their future glory! How hidden; 
how ſecret favours, are their election, their regenera- 
tion, their pardon, acceptance, adoption, and inward 


comfort! How ſecretly; how myſteriouſly and ſafely . 
are their perſons, their ſtate, their life, their portion, 
and treaſure laid up, in the word, the heart, the hand, 


the life, the honour of Chriſt! 

48. They are repreſented as 8£aLED ones (5). By elect- 
ing love, by effectual calling, by their juſtification, and 
by the daily influence of his Spirit, they are highly ho- 
noured of God, appropriate and confirmed to his uſe; 
and diſtinguiſhed from the world. Safely hid and pre- 
ſerved in Chriſt Feſut, how graciouſly” are they enabled 
to make an open confeſhon ef his truth! How oft protect- 
ed from common calamities! How marvellouſly ſaved a- 
mid eminent trouble! | 

49. They are called vyx1GnT ones (c). How their 
heart, their affection, tower towards God, and heaven- 
Jy things! With what candour they ſtudy to be what they 
ſeem! and to live without allowed guile! to be uni- 
verſally ſincere in their behaviour towards God and 
men! ” | 
50. They are called wiss MEN (4). Inſtructed of 
Chriſt, they make the beſt choice, chooſe for their por- 
tion the whole fulneſs of Cod; purſue the beſt courſe, 
follow after ihe prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, They walk in Chriſt, the beft way; and with 
God, the moſt excellent companion. They eſpouſe 
Chriſt the beſt huſband ; and live on his fleſh and blood, 
the moſt wholeſome and nouriſhing proviſion, Acquaint 
with the myſteries of God's word and providence, taught 
of God to profit, made wiſe unto ſalvation, and learned 
in every late therewith to be centent, they intend the 
moſt noble end of his glory, and their own happineſs; 


(0 PCal. xvxiil. 3. ( Rev. vii. 3. (c) Song i. 4 
(2) Fia. xciv. & 12. 
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and proſecute ir in the beſt manner, and by the moſt pro- 
per means, Haſt thou, my ſoul, /o learned Chrift ? 

51. They are compared to sr RO men (a), Strength- 
ened in and by the Lord Jeſus, they can bear heavy bur- 
dens without repining; can walk in God's way without 
wearying; run in the path of his commandments with» 
out fainting: can attack and conquer the ſtrongeſt cor- 
ruptions; reſiſt the devil; overcome the world; and 
bear rule over their own ſpirit. Rejoice, my ſoul, I can 

1 all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening me. | 

; 6: 52. They are repreſented as CARNAL men (5). Ah, 
what power hath their remaining carnal corruption over 
them! How much they fulfil their finful Juſt! How 
compaſſed with fleſhly infirmities ! How ſadly are their 
hearts attached to worldly things! What envy, ſtrife, 
and contention, too oft abound with them! Truly the 
law is ſpiritual ; but I am carnal, fold under fin. 

53. They are repreſented as FooLIsH (c). Alas! 
how oft they miſtake their wey; neglect their duty; act 
contrary to God's honour, and their own intereſt; grieve 
their friends, and pleaſe their enemies! How oft they act 
without thought ; complain of, or praiſe, what they know 
not! How oft have I been brayed in the mortar of ad- 
yerſity ; yet has not my fooliſhneſs departed from me 

54. They are repreſented as carTIvESs, ſold under 
ſin (d). How oft do Satan, and their luſts, prevail over 
them; drag them from God and their duty, and into 
the ſlaviſh ſervice of fin! How they buffet them for the 
leaſt refuſal! How they abuſe and maltreat their ſoul! 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who bringeth back his captives, 
even when, with ſtupidity and unconcern, they are like 
men that dream, Quickly, O my ſoul, ſhall the prey 
be taken from the mighty, and the lawful captive be de- 
livered. 

55. They are repreſented as PRISONERS (e). How 
oft are they ſhut up and confined in the priſon of trouble ; 
of prevailing corruption; of fearful temptation ; of dark 
deſertion ! How are their ſhameful crimes evidenced ; 
and their ſouls connected with the baſeſt companions ! 


(1) Eph. vi. 10. ( Rom. vii. 14. (c) Luke xxiv. 25. 
(/) Romy vil. 23. 14 (e) Pal. exlii. 6, 
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How their light, their liberty, their honour, their happy 
fellowſhip, their ſpiritual warmth and comfort, taken 
from them ! Is it not thine, O Jeſus, to bid us go forth 
and ſhew ourſelves ? Thine with the key of thy promiſe, 
| - with the power of thy grace, to open our priſon- doors, 
| and bring us forth, that we may glorify thy name ? 
= 56. They are compared to KILLED and CRUC1Fien 
| men (a), O the killing providences! the deſtructive 
| rage of inward corruption! the violent temptations of 
Satan! the perſecutions of the world they are tryſted 
| with! They are crucified with Chriſt ; in his death he 
| ©, repreſented them; and by the application of his atone- | 
ment to their conſcience, is their old man, their inward 
corruption, gradually, and painfully mortified. The 
| are crucified to the world, and it to them. Gradually, - 
| and not without pain and ſhame, are they weaned from 
the world, and as dead malefactors are they deſpiſed by 
the men of it. | 
57. They are compared to DYING and DEAD men (5). 
Not only are they worthleſs in themſelves, mortal in 
their bodies, and plagued with an inward body of death; 
but by the application of Jeſus' righteouſneſs and grace, 
their relations to the broken law, as an huſband and go- 
vernour; to Satan, as a prince and father; to fin, as 2 
pleaſure and trade; and to the world, as a portion and 
treaſure; are deſtroyed, and finally cut off. Hence they 
3 ceaſe from ſinful works; and from going about to eſta- 
b bliſh their own righteouſneſs: and are buried together 
with Chriſt; ſhare the ſweet repoſe that flows from 
- his death; in conſequence whereof they riſe to newneſs 
of life, 5 
58. They are repreſented as LivinG men (c). 0 
the myſterious inward motions of their heart! O their 
agreeable breathing and deſiring after Chriſt, and living 
by faith on. him! O the ſweet light, liberty, pleaſure, 
and other enjoyments, they are made capable of! How 
manifold their frames! How various their relations to 
Chriſt, and to one another! And how they work out their 
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ſalvation with fear and trembling! Lord, may I live and 
praiſe thee. | 

59. They are called a xeEmnanT (a), How few in 
compariſon of the reſt of mankind! How oft they chiefly 
conſiſt of the poor, and dregs thereof! How oft wonder- 
fully preſerved, when.the wicked are cut off! 

60. They reſemble Is AA4c (5). They are the ſpiri- 
tual, the promiſed ſeed of Abraham; the ſpecial, the diſ- 
tinguiſhed ſeed of Heaven, the offspring of Jeſus' inter- 
ceſſion. By means of the promiſe, and notwithſtanding 
of inſuperable-like difficulties, are they ſpiritually con- 
ceived and born. How delightful a joy and rejoicing to 
God their Father, and to their mother the church! 
Mercifully recovered from death, by the ſlaughter of 
God's provided burnt-offering, they love not their lives 
in oppoſition to his will. How ſadly harafſed by their 


baſtard brethren! But being heirs, at laſt enter in to poſ= 


ſeſs all the fulneſs of God. 

61, They are compared to Jacos (e). Freely choſen 
to ſalvation, they ſtrive to enter in at the ſirait gate © 
union to Chriſt, and renovation of their nature; and 
ſtruggle for glory, honour, immortality, eternal life. 
Bleſled in the robes of Chriſt their elder brother's im- 
puced righteouſneſs ; guarded of angels; highly eſteem- 
ing their ſpiritual birth - right and bleſſing; they wreſtle 
with God, and alſo prevail: and through manifold tri- 
bulation and death, go to the everlaſting land of pro- 


* 


miſe. Call thyſelf, even now, my ſoul, by the name of 


Jacob: ſubſcribe with thine hand unto the Lord; and 
ſirname thyſelf, by the name of Iſrael. 
62. They are compared to Davip (4). Exalted 


from the loweſt degree, they fit with the Prince of the 


kings of the earth, Wiſely they conduct themſelves : 
ſtripplings and weak in themſelves, they are ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might; and notwithſtand- 
ing of fearful guilt, and difficulties innumerable, are 
more than conguerors through him that loved them, 

63. They are like unto LAZ ARus in the parable (e). 


How generally poor and contemptible, in the view of 


(a) IC. xi. 16. (5) Gal. iv. 28. (0) Zech. xii. 8. (4) II. 
xliv. 5. (e) Luke xvi. 19.— 26. 
the 
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the great men of the world! How oſt the brutal creation 
work together for their good At death, how readily 
angels convey their ſouls to the heavenly manſions, where 


the damned inhabitants of hell have acceſs to know their 


glory, and fruitleſsly wiſh the leaſt ſhare of it! 
64. They compare themſelves to BEAsTs (a), For, 


O the ſtupidity, earthlineſs, filthineſs, perverſeneſs, miſ- 


chievouſneſs, unſightlineſs, they diſcern in themſelves! 
Lord, what a monſtrous beaſt, a wretched ſyſtem of 
beaſts, am I before thee! Nevertheleſs I am continually 
thee ; thou holdeſt me by my right band: thou wilt guide 
me with thy counſel while here, and afterward bring me 
to thy glory. O let thy robes of ſaivation remove my 
unſightlineſs; thy blood waſh out my filthineſs ; thy in- 
ſtruction remove my ignorance and folly ; thy Spirit un- 
do my earthlineſs and carnality ; thy love ſhed abroad 
in my heart, root out my ſtubbornneſs and malice! 

65. They are compared to FowLs or BIRDs (5). 
How diverſified their caſes and frames! The converſa- 
tion of ſome, how tender and comely ! Of others, ah, 
how carnal and unſightly ! How, ſupported by the air, 
the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, they mount and move 
among heavenly things! How expoſed to ſtorms and 
wants! By what amazing inſtinct, they take up, and re- 
turn to, their reſt in the perſon, the offices, relations, 
righteouſneſs, and love of Chriſt, the tree of liſe, the 
wnconſumed buſh, and the rock of ages! Under the 


| ſhadow of his protection and promiſe, how ſweetly they 
ſometimes ſing! O when ſhall the ſweet ſinging of birds, 


the ranſomeds full concert, of Hallelajabs and Heſannai, 


come! . 


66. They are compared to EAGLEs (c). How glo- 
rious; how royal their ſpiritual dignity among men! How 
ſolid their knowledge -of the moſt dazzling, the molt 
deep, and diſtant things! Renewing their ſtrength and 
beauty after ſpiritual decays, and carried by Jeſus their 


parent, how unweariedly, on wings of faith, of love, 


and holy deſire, they mount up towards God; comfort 
themſelves in him; make him, the munition of rocks, 


(a) Pal. IXxiii. 20. (») Ezck. xvii. 23. Song it 12. 
6% If xl. 31, Pal. eiii. 5. 
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their habitation, from whence they overlook clouds and 
ſtorms of trouble! How earneſtly they eſpy and deſire 
the preſence, and feed on the ſlain Lamb, of God! Gro» 
rel no more, my ſoul; ariſe, fly away to Jeſus, to the 
crag of the Rock which is higher than 1, | 

67. They are — to Doves (a), How weak 
and timorous,in themſelves ! but juſtified in Jeſus' righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſanctified by his grace, how comely! 
How pure in their new nature and ſpiritual feeding ! 
How harmleſs, loving, and affectionate! How chaſte 
their defire toward Chriſt ! How fruitful in good works ! 
How great their delight in fellowſhip with him, and his 
people ! How tenderly they weep over his death! How 
inconſolably they mourn for his abſence ! How diligently 
they endeavour to gain others to his cauſe ! How ſwift; how 
high; how heavenly, their motions of faith, love, and 
holy converſation! How ſweet 3 how ſafe their abode in 
the /ecret place of Jeſus' purpoſe, promiſe, righteouſ- 
neſs, power, and love! How they fly to him in every 
time of danger ! May my life, my laſt end, be like theirs ! 
May I be @ dove in the valley, mourning for mine ini- 
quities ! | 4 | 

68. They compare themſelves to owLs (5) : becauſe 
of their uncomelineſs in themſelves; their love to dark- 
neſs; their mournful and unpleaſant cries; and becauſe 
they are ſo forſaken, contemned, and hated by others in 
the world. On earth, Lord, am not I, as a pelican of 
the wilderneſs, and owl of the deſert ? O when ſhall I 
be with thee! be like thee, by ſeeing thee- as thou 
art! | 

69. They compare themſelves to a S ARRO Ww on the 
houſe-top alone (c). For ah, how weak and infignifi- 
cant in themſelves! How ſolitary and unſettled their 
condition! Be, Lord, what Iwill; let thy houſe be my 
habitation, | 

70. They compare themſelves to chattering cranes 
and SWwALLOws (4). How mournful their lamenta- 
tion! How broken their notes of praiſe ! How ſtrangely 
varied their ſpeech! Sometimes like cranes they roar; 


() IC Ix. 8. (ö) Pal. ci. 6 (09) Plal ci. 7. (4) IC, 
XVII 14. | | 
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anon like ſwallows they peep, and ſpeak as it were out 


of the duſt. Lord, who knoweſt my brutal language 
my whiſper, my roaring, let my groans, my cries, come up 

with acceptance on thine altar; for how can J ſing thy 
ſong in a foreign land ! | 

71. Saints are compared to CHICKENS (a). How 
weak and inſufficient in themſelves! How expoſed to 
danger, contempt, treading down, and deſtruction But, 
how kindly called, warmed, comforted, protected, and 
provided for by the Son of God! How ſagaciouſly they 
diſcern his voice, and. follow him! How ſweetly they 
eat and drink out of his fulneſs ! and lift up their heads 
and hearts in his praiſe ! | 

72. They are compared to Lions (5). How great 
their influence in the world; their ſpiritual royalty; 
their ſtrength; their boldneſs and courage; and their 
conqueſt of fin, Satan, and the world! How eminent 
their gratitude, and their mutual affection! How com- 
paſſionate to penitent and ſubmiſhve ſinners ! And how 
oft dreadful to the ſpirits of wicked men! Inveſted with 
thy righteouſneſs, O Jeſus, let me towards God, angels, 
and men, be bold as a lion, that turneth not away for 
any : of every luſt let me tear the arm, and the crown of 
the head. 

73. They are compared to a COMPANY OF HORSES 
in Pharaoh's chariots (c). Choſen from among men, 
to everlaſting honour and happineſs, they are bought 
with the infinite price of Jeſus' blood; they feed on the 
fruit of the earth, the fineſt of the wheat; on his perſon, 
righteouſneſs, and benefits; on all the fulneſs of God, 
By JeHovan, by his angels, and miniſters, are they 
cared for, and attended. How richly ornamented with 
his righteouſneſs and grace]! How comely ; how ſtately; 
majeſtic; ſtrong; courageous; and eſteemed of their 
Lord! How tamed, and broken, in heart, by his Spirit! 
In the eaſy yoke of his law; in the chariot of his church; 
and with the bands of his love; how beautifully and re- 
gularly yoked together! And with what order, har- 
mony, cheerful alertneſs and ſpeed, do they honour 


() Matth. xxilb 37. (5) Mic. v. 8. Prov. Xxviii. 1. 
(c) Song i. 9. : 


him; 
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him; running a race of holy obedience, fighting his 
battles with Satan and their corruptions; and being the 
means to ſpread his fame, and enlarge his conqueſts on 
earth! Art thou, my ſoul, the Lord's goodly horſe in 
the battle ? | 

74. They are compared to HARTS or #1ND$ (a). In 
their new man, how pure, lovely, pleaſant, loving, and 
grateful! How expoſed to danger and trouble! How 
inveterate the enmity between them and the old ſerpent, 
and his ſeed! How fearfully theſe faſten upon their ſoul, 
amid carnality and ſpiritual ſloth, and deadneſs! And 
how hardly they get rid of them! When hunted by theſe 
perſecutors, how ardent their defire of ſpiritual refreſh- 
ment from Jefns' fountain of life! In his ſtrength, and 
as ſwiftened by his grace, how gloriouſly they overleap, 
and overcome every tribulation, every difficulty! How JE 
#0VAH's voice aſſiſts them in bringing forth their good 
works, and young converts! | 

75. They are compared to 0XEN and CALVES, fatted 
in the ſtall ; or of the yoke (b). How richly they feed 
on Jeſus? fulneſs in the ordinances of his grace! How 
harmoniouſly they unite in bearing and obeying his law, 
and promoting his ſervice ! How patient, hardy, and la- 
borious! Under his diſtinguiſhed influence, how freſh, 
comely, and abundant their grace ! How beautiful, edi- 
fying, and cheerſul their converſation ! Shine forth, 0 
Sun of righteouſneſs, on my ſoul : ſo ſhall I grow up, be 
fat, and full of ſap; and ay be flouriſhing, 1 

76, They are called Chriſt's uEEY and LAms (c). 
Choſen, purchaſed, formed, fed, and owned by him, 
how noted their righteouſneſs; their purity ; patience ; 
innocence; and uſefulneſs! What wholeſome paſtures of 
Cod's truth and fulneſs they ordinatily feed on! How 
they know ard obey Chrilt's voice! reſt under his ſha= 
dow, in the noontide of trouble! follow his example! 
mutually love, and in the fold of his church and worſhip= 
ping aſſemblies, aſſociate together! And how fruitful in 
good works! and in winning others to him! How ex- 


poſed to danger, diſeaſes, aud ſtorms! How apt of them» 
() Pal. xlii. 1. and xviii. 33. ({) Mal. iv. 2. (c) John 
P {cloves 


XXl, 15. 16. 
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ſelves to feed on the rot graſs of ſinful corruptions, and 
carnal enjoyments! How apt to follow bad example 
and go aſtray from the paſtures, and paths of their great 
Shepherd! Lord, give to me eternal life; and ſuffer none 
to pluck me out of thy hand, 

77. They are compared to LOST SHEEP RECOvER. 
=D (a). Finding them by nature afar off, and wanders 
ing from God on mountains of iniquity, of vanity, and 
worldly enjoyments, Jeſus, by the conviction and illu- 
mination of his word and Spirit, ſeeks them our, lays 
them on the ſhoulders of his power and love, and with 
great joy, brings them into his new-covenant ſtate; 
When afterward they wander into fins and ſnares, he 
ſends forth his light and his truth, to find out, lead, and 
bring them back. By repeated reproofs, corrections, 
convictions, and diſplays of his glory, he ſeeks out and 
apprehends them; and in his arms of mercy, and boſom 
of love, he bears them home to himſelf; and at laſt to 
the manſions of bliſs. Lord, when I have wandered till 
1 know not where to find myſelf, do thou ſeek and find 
me; recover, lead, bear, and carry me, 

78. They are compared to a newly waſhed FLOCK or 
GOATS, en mount Gilead; whereof every one beareth 
twins (b). Notwithſtanding of remaining corruption, 
how beautiful, as waſhed in Jeſas' blood! On what rich, 
high, and heavenly paſture of his promiſe, perſon, and 
fulneſs, they feed! How marvellouſly they travel heaven- 
ward ! and climb to God's throne in queſt of their pro- 
viſion! How even /horn, having put off the old man 
with his deeds! What living, reaſonable, and accept- 
able ſacrifices to Ged through Jeſus Chriſt ! And how 
uſeful and medicinal to men is their holy converſation! 

. Young ſaints are likened to x1Ds (c). Whatever 
livelineſs and beauty appear about them; yet there are 
ſad remains of filthineſs, weakneſs, -folly, ignorance, 
To remove this, my ſoul, feed thyſelf beſides the ſhep- 
herds tents, in the goſpel-ordinances of Chriſt, 

80. They compare themſelves to Docs (d). What 
inſigaificancy ; filthineſs ; miſchievouſneſs ; uſeleſs, and 


(a) Luke xy. 4.—7. Pal. cxix. 176. 0 Song iv. 2 
1⸗⁰ Song i. 8. (a Matth. XV. 27» 
hurtful 
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hurtful noiſe ; and readineſs to relapſe into ſins once repent- 
ed of, they diſcern in themſelves! Truth, Lord, I am a 
deg : but do net even the dogs eat of the crumbs, which fall 
rom their maſter's table? 

81. They are required to be wiſe as 8zRPENTS (a). 
Carefully are they to watch againſt every danger; turn 
away their ear from all flattery and temptation ; ſeize e- 
very opportunity of aſſaulting their ſpiritual foes; wiſely 
ſecure their head and heart from every imminent hazard; 
and forcibly vomit up by repentance, their ſinful poiſon, 
when they go to drink, out of God's refreſhful wells of 
ſalvation. 

82. They compare themſelves to Toss8ED To- 
cvsTs (b), How inconſiderable in themſelves! How 
few their months! How ſhort their mortal life! How 
oft employed in evil! How toſſed to and fro with blaſts 
of trouble! When, Lord, ſhall my five months of fin and 
wo be gone, and never-dying glory come ! 

83. They are compared to worms (e). How earthy 
in the origin, the reſidence, the food, and the return of 
their body! In their own view, how mean, weak, inſig- 
nificant, and earthly- minded ! their belly and ſoul 
cleaveth to the earth : and how expoſed to ſuffering and 
contempt ! Thrice ſtrange ! are worms redeemed by blood 
divine! _' 

” They are compared to GOOD risnESs (d). Ta 
the ſea of this world, their outward man lives and moves; 
their new man in the ſea of Jeſus” love: for ſeales are 
they adorned and protected with his imputed righteouſneſs 
and imparted grace; with the fins of faith and love, 
they balance their motions, and ſwim againſt the tides 
of corruption and trouble: how vigourouſly, even now, 
they preſs towards heaven their native abode! The end 
cometh, when, while others are taken in an evil net, and - 
calt away into unquenchable fire, they ſhall be gathered 
together, and by angels carried into Jeſus* palace; that 
they may be to him, a ſubject of everlaſting pleaſure and 
Jou. 

85. They are compared to TREBES (e). Planted in 


(% Matth- x. 16. (65) Pal. cix. 23. () IC. xli. 14. 
4) Matth. xii. 47.— 50. (c) Ezek. xlvii. 12. 
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the ſoil of the new covenant, rooted and prounded in 
Chriſt, watered by the river of his love, his Spirit, his 
word, and ordinances ; in what comely, high, and flouriſh- 
ing manner they grow up, and become fruitful in un- 
fading leaves of profeſhon, and uncorrupting fruit of 
good works! How they tower heavenward, and are a 
protecting ſhadow and fence, to the reſt of the world! 
They are trees of righteouſneſs, immoveably rooted 
zn Chriſt, as the Lord their righteouſneſs; from whence 
proceeds their fruits of righteouſneſs, to the praiſe of his 
glory. 

86. They are compared to the czpars of Leba- 
non (a). Deep and firmly rooted in the rock Chriſt, 
and his unchangeable covenant, how full of ſpiritual ſap! 
How high their growth towards heaven! How ever flou- 
riſhing precious, fragrant, comely, and ſtrong in the 
Lord! How uſeful materials to ere the inviſible chutch, 
the true temple of God! How protecting a ſhade, to 
the ſinners around, from the temporal 8 of 
Heaven > ' 

87. They are compared to oAxk and TRE trees (0). 
How ſtrong, laſting, uſeful, and fruirful in their kind! 
Suppoſe the winter- ſtorms, the ſcorching drought of temp- 
tation, deſertion, prevailing corruption, heavy trouble, 
and bloody perſecution, ſadly wither their outward con- 
dition, their converſation, or even their gracious exer- 
ciſe, yet a /ub/tance of grace and feed of glory remaining 
in them, they ſhall in the ſpring-tide, of renewed divine 
viſits, of death, and of the reſurrection, revive and flou- 
ri/h as an herb. | 
88. They are compared to ria and PINE trees (c). 
Out of what barren ſoil of a natural (tate, do they ori- 
ginally ſpring! And in what a barren world, they here 
ſtand ! Yet how upright! how tall! how-comely in 
Chriſt ! How free from knotting corruptions! and ſcan- 
dalous crimes ! How uſeful and refreſhing their ſhadow 
and influence! How unfailing! how plentiful their gra- 
cious ſap, that renders them verdant, ia the winter of 
trouble and death! | 


(% Pal. xcii. 12. (6) IC vi. 1113. (% If. Iv. 13 
and Ix. 13. 
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89. They are compared to Box-trees (a), In reſpect 
of their new man, how excellent and uſeful! How ſa- 
voury their converſation! How protecting and refreſhful 
their ſhadow! their influence ! 

90. They are compared to sHITTARH- trees or ſhit - 
tim-wood (5), How rare! how excellent! how ſub- 
ſtantial, ſtable, and perſevering in grace! Their hearts 
are an ark, a repoſitory, for God's law. Their perſons 
are altars of incenſe ; on which, the ſacrifices of prayer, 
praiſe, and good works, are through Chriſt offered up 
unto God, 

91. They are compared to wiLLow-trees (c). 
Planted by the rivers of water, having a fixed commu- 
nion with the love, the blood, the Spirit, the promiſe 
of God, how quickly; how pleaſantly they grow up in 
grace, as his influences are plentifully enjoyed! With- 
out theſe indeed, they could but wither and fade; but 


with them, how ſteadily they continue ia their holineſs. 


and profeſhon, while, by the ſtorm or drought of per- 
ſecution, temptation, trouble, and death, hypocrites 
wither, and periſh! 

92. They are compared to PALM-trees (). At firſt, 
how weak their faith! their hope! their love! Yet 
how ſtraight, bending upward to heavenly things! How 
myſteriouſly their vital juice is repoſited in Chriſt their 
head! How delicious their fruit! their goſpel holineſs? 
The more high and heavenly they become, the more a- 
bundant is their good fruit; and their refreſhful ſhadow 
and influence. In mutual love and conjunct profeſſion of 
truth, how they cleave one to another! Never do they 
utterly fade, nor calt their leaves of an holy profeſſion, 
and outward Chriſtian converſation ; but when eminent- 
ly warmed by the Sun-of righteouſneſs, watered by the 
river of life, and loaded with manifold troubles, how 
mightily they flouriſh and grow! How uſeful in builds 
ing the church! And in the peace and victory obtained 
for them by Chriſt, how ſhall they as with palms, with 
emblems of conquelt and peace, in their hands, for ever 
triumph! 


Eck. xl. 26. 22 
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93. They are compared to MyYRTLE-trees (a), In 
their ſpiritual condition and attainment, how diverſified |. 
The perſons and converſation of all, . how fragrant! 
how precious and excellent! How they proſper in the 
ſat ſoil of fellowſhip with God and his ſaints! and in 
the low batte or valley of ſelf-abaſement, and trouble! 
How infallibly they retain their ſap of grace and leaves 
of profeſſion, till the end! How choice their fruit of 
Jave to God and their neighbour! Is it not from thee, 
bleſſed Man among the myrile- trees, that our fap, our 
fruit is found! 

94. They are compared to POMEGRANATE- trees (5). 
How rarely to be found! and only in Chriſt's garden, 
theschurch! How diverſified their condition, and de- 
grees of grace! How upright, and heavenly- minded! 
How abundantly do, eſpecially ſome, bring forth the 
ſweet, the pleaſant, refreſhful, and nouriſhing fruits of 
bolineſs! 

95. They are compared to F1G-trees (c). How ears 
ly! how abundant and excellent are their fruits of faith, 
hope; repentance, love, humility, reſignation, ſelf 2 
nial, zeal ! How extenſive and comely their leafy pro- 
feſſion, that flows from, and follows their principal, their 
inward fruit! How neceſſary are cutting convictions and 
trouble, to forward the ripening of their product! The 
longer they are plunged in waters of adverſity, how oft 
they bear up the better! 

96. They are compared to.OL1vE-trees (4). Upon 
the bleſſed mountain, upon Chriſt, his church, his ordi- 
nances, how-beautifully they grow in grace! How choice! 
verdant and durable! How richly laden with the whole- 
ſome, the ſweet, the gracious and uſeful fruits of holi- 
neſs; which make our face to ſhine! 

7. They are compared; to vixzs (e). Weak and 
uſeleſs in themſelves, but leaning an Chriſt their ſup- 
porter, to. what diſtinguiſhed height, of holineſs — 
profeſſion, they grow! What pleaſant, exhilarating, and 
nouriſhing fruits of righteouſneſs, and which mult be 
ited by preſſing troubles, do they bring forth! Haſt 


Zech. i. 8. (5) Song vii 122 (0 Song K 13 (4) HoC 
tha, 


Ai. & e) Song i . 15. 
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thou, my ſoul, this fruit, that cheereth the heart of God 


and man 

98. They are compared to INGRAFTED®: BRANCH= 
xs (a)- Powerfully cut off from the corrupt and killing 
root of fallen Adam as their covenant-head, they are 
with divine care and wiſdom, unite to Jeſus Chriſt as 
their root, that on him the whole weight of their per- 
ſons and ſalvation may depend. By him they are ſup» 
ported in all their trouble. From him they receive all 
that grace and glory, which render them holy or hap- 
py. By the moſt intimate and conſtant fellowſhip, abide 
in him, my ſoul; fo ſhall I bring forth much fruit. Let 
me never cleave to him as an ivy by mere outward pro- 
ſeſſion, leſt he pluck me away, and caſt me into eternal 
fre. 

99. They are compared to PLANTS (3). In Chriſt 
and his new covenant are they ſown, and planted in the 
pry and by ſharing the virtue, of his death: from 
the ſeed of the Spirit and promile ſown in their heart, 
doth their grace proceed. How oft! and how eaſily are 
they injured! How quickly trodden down and ruined, 
if expoled to Satan and their corruptions! Tender and 
weak in themſelves, how carefully muſt Jeſus and his 


miniſters wait on, water, and hedge about them, to pro- 


mote their ſpiritual growth ! 

100. They are compared to FLOWERS, Or FLOURISH= 
ING HERBS (c) Rooted and grounded in Chriſt, par- 
taking of his nouriſhing virtue, warmed with his ſolar 
heat, watered by his Spirit; under his ſhadow, they 
grow up, appear freſh, fragrant, and beautiful; increaſe 
in grace; and perfect holineſs, in the fear of the Lord. 


O their delightful comelineſs, in the morning. of conver= 


fon, of renewed manifeſtations, of entrance on the e- 
ternal ſtate, and of riſing from the grave! Let thy dew, 
adored Jeſus, cauſe me grow up as: the lily, ſpread my 
roots, and caſt abroad my ſmell, as Lebanon, 

101. They are compared to LILLES among therns 4 ). 
Amid wicked men that daily moleſt them; amid troubles. 
that daily baraſs them; how. they, weak in themſelves, 


Ic Ixvie 14- 


by 


OQ Song iv. 13. 


(a) John xv. 2.9 
) Song ii. 2 
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by multitudes ſpring from Jeſus their root! How pute, 
comely, quick grown, and tall in grace! How open 
towards heavenly, and ſhut towards earthly things, is 
their heart! How fruitful in good works! and in con- 
verting others! What a ſweet ſavour of Criſt in the 
world ! The higher their ſpiritual growth, the more they 
hang down their head in humility, ſelf denial, and ho 
bluſhing. Whea arrived at their glory, how quickly they 
diſappear, pluckt by death ! 

102. They reſemble manDRAaxEs (a), How meek, 
cool, and pacific, their ſpirit! how beautiful, ſavoury, and 
acceptable to Chriſt and his Father ! By fervent prayer, 
by earneſt defire, how they promote the diſcoveries 
of his love! By their lively and fruitful] converſation, 
how they provoke one another to love, and to good 
works! Nevertheleſs, if left to themſelves, how floth- 
fully they ſleep, and ſinſully fleepen one another! 

103. They are compared 'to GROWING CORN, or 
WHEAT (6b). Amid tares of wicked men and vile cor- 
ruptions, how, ſeeded with the good word of God, wa- 
tered with his blood and Spirit, and warmed with his re- 
deeming love, they gradually grow up, bearing precious 
fruits of righteouſneſs, to the glory of God, and the 
profit and ſupport of men! By mortification of luſts, 
how carefully ought they to be wed and purged! How 
capable, through Chriſt, to endure winters and ſtorms 
of affliction! When ripe, how ſolid in knowledge! in 
experience ! How their roots looſe from the earth! and 
their heart hangs downward in ſelf-abaſement, and re- 
ſignation to death ! How cut down by his ſharp fickle! 
By what fin-mortifying influence of the Spirit; by what 
threſhing and winnowing troubles are they purged from 
their chaff! their ſoul ſeparate from the-body, that this 


5 may be ſown in the grave, and in the reſurrection ſpring 


up a glorious body for Chriſt. Are they not the glory, 
the excellency, of earih ? and the immediate reaſon of 
God's benevolent care and labour about it? 

104. They are compared to an ORCHARD OF 
SPICES (e). The graces that grow in their heart, the 


(4) Song vii. 13. (2) Hoſ. xiv. 5, Matth. xiii. 27. 30. 
(c) Song iv. 13. 14- | 
good 
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good works that appear in their life, how various! how 
precious ! how fragrant, perfuming, and medicinal ! | 

105. They are compared to vors (a). In the co- 
rering of Jeſus* righteouſneſs; in the love, the purpoſe, 
the power of God. how hid and ſecured their perſon and 
grace: How impoſſible to be loſt, hurt, or deſtroyed! 
What coarſe ſhell of a mortal body lodges their inviſible, 
their precious ſoul! Amid deſpicable outward appear- 
ances, how precious, uſeful, and glorious within! How 
tenaciouſly they cleave to Chriſt, and to one another in 
love! How hardy under preſſing afflictions! How readi- 
ly. their grace is diſcovered by breaking rods and afflic- 
tions | | ; 

106. They are compared to Go Fiss (5), How 
abundant their fulneſs of ſpiritual ſap! What an uſeful 
medicine and refreſhment to a land ! How delightful and 
ſavoury to Chriſt and his people! When, Lord, ſhall 
they be very good 

107. They reſemble an xray or wHeAT et about 
with lilies (c). Conceived and born of the church, how 


numerous, comely, ſolid, ſubſtantial, and precious! And 


how ſurrounded with /ily-l/ike ſaints, promiſes, graces, 
good works ! | 

108, Saints are compared to LIGHT (4). How ex- 
cellent, uſeful, and deſirable! How powerful and clear 
their ſpiritual knowledge! How ſhining and illuminating 
their profeſſion and practice! What a plague-for a land, 
to be deprived of them! How darknefs and wrath ſeize 
upon it; and the wicked have none to put them to ſhame? 
Be thou, my ſoul, as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. | 

109. They are compared to the moxNiNG (e). Small 
at preſent, but hopeful, pleaſant, and gradual, is the 
increaſe of their light, knowledge, grace, and good 
works, How ſweetly bedewed from above! How re- 
freſhful their ſtate, and wholeſome their air! While 
their graces go forth to their work, and labour of love; 
how faſt the wild beaſts of infernal fiends, and ſinful cor- 
ruptions, hide themſelves in their dens! How quickly 


(4) Song vi. 11. (5) Jer. xxiv. 2. (c) Song vii. 2. 
(4) Eph. v. 8. (e) Song vi. 10. mall 
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ſhall the ſun of endleſs viſion riſe upon them! Haſten, my 
ſoul, unto the perſect day of the Lord. 

110. They are compared to the 8ux (a). How 
heavenly their ſtate! their affections! their converſ. 
tion! In Jeſus? imputed righteouſneſs, his imparted grace, 
and the good works proceeding therefrom, how brightly 
they ſhine! And next to himſelf, enlighten, adorn, warm, 
and refreſh the world! Nor here, is their glory fully 


_ underſtood ; nor their reſtful condition believed: but 


the time cometh, when they ſhall for ever reſt, and ſhine 
in the kingdom of their Father. Jeſus ſhall change 
their vile body, and faſhion it like unte his glorious body, 


brighter than the fur ſhining in his firength. Ah! how 


am I turned into darkneſs, become black as ſackcloth of 
hair! But I know, that when uE ſhall appear, I ſhall alſo 
appear with him in glory. 

111. They are compared to the moon (3). How far 
inferior to Chriſt the Sun of righteouſneſs, from whom 
they borrow all their glory and luſtre! How fully, di- 
rect views of his countenance, makes them to ſhine! 
How inconſtant their frames ! How ſpotted with cor- 


ruption, their heart and life! How, during the night of 


time, they enlighten the world! How great their in- 


fluence in the riſe and fall of nations, in its troubled 


ſea ! 


112. They are compared to sTArs (e). How pure, 


numerous, and uſeful! How high their ſtation! How 


bright their eternal glory! How diverſified their caſe 


and form! How heavenly and regular their motions! 


None thruſts himſelf into the place of his fellow, Tet: 


there is room. How they now adorn the militant church! 
But cometh not a day, an eternity, when unſeen heavens 
ſhall burn with all their fires! their ſtars redeemed! 
when all the corners of heaven ſhall reflect our borrowed 
Juſtre! When I have obtained that meridian, how ſhall 
my views of this earth, as inſignificant, be loſt! But how 
wide! how clear, my views of Godhead! I Hall ſee him 
as he is. | 

113. They are compared to cLovps (4). What a 


„% Matth. xiii. 43. (5) Song vi. 10. (0) 1 Cor, xv. 41. 
) If. Ix. 8. 


collection 
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collection of particular ſaints unnumbered! In Chriſt 
how high their ſtate and dignity! How heavenly-mind- 
ed in heart! How cloſe and myſterious their connection 
among themſelves! How uſeful are they to overſhadow, 
rotect, refreſh, and water the world! Moved by the 
influencing gales of the Holy Ghoſt, how quickly! how 
marvellouſly they fly to Jeſus, in the exerciſe of grace, 
and practice of holy duties! 

114. They are compared to DEW and rain (a). 
Their natural birth is of the earth and ſea of this world : 
their new is from above, of the Father of lights, and 
owing wholly to his ſovereign and attractive grace, How 
heavenly the ſtate, and temper of their ſoul! How readi- 
ly attracted to things above! How great their number! 
How beautiful their form! How pleaſant, refreſhful, - 
quickening, and fructifying the influence of their prayers 
2nd holy converſation, on theſe around ! chiefly on young 
profeſſors! When, my Lord, ſhall we fy as a cloud, to 
meet thee in the air ! 

115. They are a $PRING ut ub; a FOUNTAIN 
SFALED (6). In them, the Spirit is a well of water 
ſpringing up to everlaſting life. How unfailing their 
grace! How ſealed their perſons and concerns; marked 

, out by the Holy Ghoſt, and ſet aſide for Chriſt, as ſole- 
ly his property! My ſoul, admit none but Chriſt ; he is 

mine, and I am his: nor can you fiends, you corrup- 
tions, retake your ancient poſſeſhon ; the Lord hath ſhut 
me up for himſelf; and there is no opening. 

116. Saints falling before the wicked are like a 
TROUBLED FOUNTAIN, and CORRUPT SPRING (c). How 
uncomely! how hurtful! how diſagreeable and ſhocking 
the ſight! Yet, rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy ; 
when I fall, I ſhall ariſe; when I ſit in darkneſs, the 

Lord will be a light unto me. 

117. Saints are called the ayyLE or God's EYE (4). 
How dear to him! How carefully defended and preſer- 
ved by him! How deeply he ſympathizes with them! 
How highly is he provoked with ſuch as injure them! 


(% Mic. v. 5. (6) Song iv. 12. (5) Prov. xxv- 26. 
0 Zech. ii. 8. 


Lord, 
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Lord, am I, a worthleſs ſinner, ſo dear to thee ! What 
then ſhouldſt THev be, to my heart! 

118. They are called God's JEWELS (a). How rare: 

precious; comely; excellent; and uſeful! How care. 
fully ſought out by God! and poliſhed for himſelf! How 
highly he values; how ſafely he preſerves; and how 
publickly he will at laſt exhibit them in their bright- 
neſs! How ſignally he adorns, and glorifies himſelf, by 
them! 
119. They are compared to GoLD (5). How pre- 
cious, uſeful, comely, and durable! How the furnace 
of affliction purges away their corrupt droſs; but makes 
their golden grace to ſhine! When melted by his love, 
how eafily God moulds their heart, as he pleaſeth ! How 
carefully he preſerves; and how highly he eſteems them, 
as his portion, and wealth! How oft, Lord, when thoy 
haſt tried me in thy furnace, have 1 come forth as droſs, 
rather than gold ! 

120. They are compared to a LOST PIECE OF SILVER 
RECOVERED by {weeping the houſe (c). Loſt in Adam, 
loſt amid their own corruption, God by ſweeping judg- 
ments ; but chiefly by the preaching of the glorious go- 
ſpel, which ſweeps away error, idolatry, and ſuperſti- 
tion; and by conviction and illumination, which ſweeps 
away ſelf-confidence, legal righteouſneſs, ignorance, hatred 
of a Saviour, finds them out, and by his grace renders 
them beantiful, uſeful, pure, and precious, 

121. They are repreſented as God's TREASURE, POR- 
TION, INHERITANCE, CROWN, DIADEM (4). He 
choſe, and redeemed them to himſelf. By the infinite 
price of his Son's blood ; by the almighty conqueſt of his 
grace, he obtains them, How greatly he values; de- 
lights in; rejoices over; and boaſts of them! How glo- 
riouſly his choice, his pardon, acceptance, adoption, 
ſanctification, and glorification of them, demonſtrate his 
riches of grace; his power and ſovereignty ! Nor ſhall 
eyer any of them be hurt, loſt, or alienated, 

122. They are repreſented as a TEMPLE and HABI- 
TAT1ON for God (re). Upon his Son as the Lord their 


h Mal. ig. 17. (6) Jobxxiii. 16. (% Luke xv. 8. (4) Pfal. 
cxxXV. 4. Deut. Xxxil. 9. II. IxIi. 3. (:) Eph. ii. 21. 22. 
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righteouſneſs and ſtrength, he founds them. With his 
Spirit and grace he furniſhes them. With pleaſure and 
conſtancy, he reſides and operates in them, to will and 
todo, Inwardly is he worſhipped by them, in ſpirit and 
in truth, It is thine, O Jeſus, to fill their underſtand- 
ing with thy inſtructive light and knowledge; to fill their 
conſcience with thy cleanſing blood, pardoning grace, 
and directive law; to fill their will with thy melting love, 
thy unmatched excellency; to fill their affections with 
thy raviſhing goodneſs and beauty; to fill their memory 
with thy various truths, thy mighty works. So let thy 
glory fill my heart, that nor hell, nor earth, may dare to 
enter in! 

123. They are like unto an ORNAMENT (a). With 
their grace, their good works, how they adorn their pro- 
feſhon ! deck their country; and beautify their church! 
honour their race and family; and glorify their God! 
Make me, Lord, a faithful, a wiſe, a ſucceſsful repro- 
ver; ſo ſhall I be more uſeful, eſteemed, and glorious, than 
an ornament of choice gold, | 

124. They are an EVERLASTING FOUNDATION (3). 
How fixed for ever, on the Rock of ages, are their per- 
ſons! How immoveable their new- covenant ſtate! How 
unfailing their grace! How perpetual their remem- 
brance! What a ſtructure of diſplayed grace and glory, 
God builds on them! And is not their ſeal, The Lord 
hnoweth them that are his! and, Let him that nameth the 
name of Chrilt, depart from iniquity! The Lord is at 
my right hand, is in my heart; on him dependeth all my 
hope; therefore | ſhall not be moved. | 

125. They are LIVELY 8TONES (c). Digged out of 
the quarry of their natural ſtate, quickened by the Spi- 
rit of God, unite to Jeſus as their foundation, they con- 
llitute the ſtructure of the inviſible church: they enter 
on a ſtate of everlaſting lifez become quick, lively, and 
active in holy duties: in reſpect of profeſhon and prac- 
tice, they are in Chriſt, made ſtrong, frxed, and du- 
rable, But how oft ſtumblipg-blecks to carnal men; 
who, for their outward meanneſs and often infirmities, 


| deſpiſe them, and ſo ruin themſelves! 


(a) Prov. xxv. 12. (6) Prov. x. 25. 1 Pet. i- 5. 6. 
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126. They are $1Gxs and WONDERS (a). In their 
new-covenant ſtate, and work, they deſerve the admi- 
ration of all aroypd them. But becauſe. they are un- 
known in the world; unlike to the men of it; enemies 
to the way of it, and reprovers of the deeds. of it ; they 
are oft, by carnal men, held, as monſters of folly, vil. 
lany, hurtfulneſs, pride, error, novelty, melancholy, 
dulneſs, ingratitude, ſpite, hot-headedneſs, babbling. 

127. They are compared to BRANDS pluck? out of the 
fire (b). When burning in the fiery curſe of the broken 
law; when burning in the fire of their luſts, their enmi- 
ty againſt God; when ready to be caſt into the ever/aſt. 
ing burning: of hell, how powerfully ! how ſeaſonabiy ! 
how kindly, Jeſus apprehends them by his grace ! quench- 
es them in his blood and Spirit! forms them into his i- 
mage; and conſtitutes them heirs of his glory ! Shall 1 
here alſo look after him, who thus ſaw, and ſaved me! 

128, They are compared to PILLARS OF SMOKE (c). 
How burning their deſire towards Chriſt ! How upright 
and ſteady their heavenly affections and converſation ! 
How. cheerfully they offer up themſelves, living, rea- 
fonable, and ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifices to God, as per- 
fumed with all the ſpices of our glorious Merchant! And 
3n what obſcure and uneaſy condition are they oft, upon 
earth! | 

129. Weak ſaints are likened to 8Mo0KING FLAX (4). 


How {mall degrees of heart-inflaming grace have they ' 


#ttained ! Or how ſadly they loſe what they once had! 
How fearfully they ſorſake God; leave their firſt love; 
and poſſeſs ſmall ſpiritual warmth ! How, with their noi- 
ſome and pntender converſation, they become troubleſome 
and hurtful to theſe around! Lord Jeſus, I am ſuch; 
lay a l. ce. coal from the altar, on my heart. 

I zo. Weak ſaints are compared to BRUISED REE DsS (e). 
How weak, ic{ufficient, and worthleſs in themſelves; 
in thcir own view; or in the eſtimation of carnal men! 
How unfit to tower heaverward, or bear heavy burdens 
of work, cr varſare! Hew oft are their hearts broken 
and biuiſed vith corvidicn, with deſeition, temptation, 


(%) If. vii. 12. () Zech. iii. 2. (c) Song iii. 6. 
{) A. xllte 3. 5 
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ne ralency of corruption, and outward trouble ! Bleſſed 
ſeſus, thou wilt not break me; wilt not deſtroy, but 
help, ſtrengthen, and comfort me, When I breathe 
my native air, with pleaſure, I my bruiſes ſing! By 
death, I long to break, and burſt, and fee my God. 

131. Saints are called vrsskIs, BOTTLES, POTS, 
OWLS (a). By election they are choſen and appoint- 
ed; by juſtification, regeneration, adoption, and ſancti- 
fication, they are fitted to receive and retain God's ful- 
neſs, of Spirit, of grace, and glory, beſtowed upon them, 
They are veſſels of mercy, formed and preſerved by God's 
mercy, to be for ever filled with mercy and kindneſs, 
How oft like oLD BOTTLES, unfit for eu wine, for 
eminent manifeſtations of God, or hard ſervice in his 
way! How oft like bottler in the ſmoke, withered, rent, 
and narrowed by perplexing trouble and affliction! Lord, 
make me a bow! before the altar; ever near to a crucis 
fed Jeſus, and to God in him. If 1 am a diſtreſſed, a 
broken pot, my rents cauſe let my glory in. 

132. They are compared to s8ALT (5). Intereſted in 
the everlaſting covenant of ſalt, they have the perpetual, 
incorruptible, and purifying word and grace of God, in 
their heart. They are a vexation and uneaſy burden to 
wicked men; but am uſeful means to preſerve nations and 
churches, from univerſal corruption and ruin. 

133. They are the sUBsTANCE of @ land (e). They 


alone, are therein valuable. They are the uſeful means 


of averting wrathful judgments; of procuring mercies ; 


of preventing and expelling iniquities; and of prompting 


the other inhabitants to their proper duty, 

134. They are like unto PURPLE HaArRs on the 
head (4), Weak and inſignificant ia themſelves, ready 
to be toſſed to and fro; but deep rooted in Jeſus, the 
head of the church, they derive their ſecurity and nou+ 
rihment from him; are carefully preſerved by him; and 
rendered an ornament to him, and to his body the church; 
Divinely are they waſhed in his purple blood; royal is 
their new- covenant dignity ; and manifold their ſuffering 


for his ſake. 


(% Rom. ix. 22. 23. Matth. v. tz. (e) IC vi. 13 
(4) Song iv. 1. and vil. 5. | 
WE. 135. They 
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35 They are like unto a SEAL en Chriſt's heart and 
arm (a). How conſtantly loved, valued, protected, and 
remembered by him! His eye, his care. is ever oa them, 
How well grounded, and firm, their afſuraace of his af. 
fection! How near him they live! ſee his face, and feel 
his love working on their heart! 


C HAP. VIE 
Of metaphors reſpectiug wicked men. 


I, Icked men are called pevils (5). Fallen 
| from their firſt eſtate, they are become falſe 
accuſers of God and his people, malicious, conſtant, and 
cruel enemies to them. How they delight to do evil! 
ro lie, murder, and to the utmoſt of their power, tempt 
others to ſin! How forſaken, and abhorred of God! How 
faſt ripening for everlaſting puniſhment! How jultly, 


Lord, mayſt thou addreſs me; Get thee behind me, 


Satan, for thou ſavoureſt not the things that be of God; 
but the things that be of men! 

2. They are compared to a HUMAN BODY. Their 
head denotes their power and authority. Their /:fling 
uh their head, ſignifies their proud exerting of their 
power (c). Shaking the head, imports deriſion and con- 
tempt (4). A whore's forehead, a brow of braſs, de- 
notes ſhameleſs boldneſs in ſinning (e). Their having 
ears that hear not, and eyes that ſee net, imports their 
not knowing, believing, and receiving with their heart, 
what they outwardly hear and ſee (). An evil eye, is one 
employed in eſpying occaſions of wickedneſs, and tempt- 
ing others to it; particularly one employed by a chur- 
liſh, covetous, and malicious heart (g). Eyes full of 
adultery, are theſe exceedingly given to wanton and laſ- 
civious looks (5). Enſnaring eyes or eye-lids, are ſuch 
as harlots employ ia amorous glances to entice men t 


(J Song viii. . (0) John v ye. 0 Pal. Iii 3. 
(1) Job xvi. 4. (e) Jer. iii. 3. Iſ. xIviii. 4 (J) If. vi. 10. 


luſt 


(2) Mark vii. 22. Prov. Axili. 6. (6) 2 Pet. ii. 14. 
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luſt after them (a), LTo/ty eyes, and eye- lids, or high 
looks, import pride, and contempt of others (6). Wink- 
ing with the eye, imports deriſion of others, or ſecret 
enticing them to fin; which bringeth ſorrow to the in- 
jured ; and wrath to the injurer (e). Their teeth being 
ſpears, and arrews, knives, ſwords, imports their ma- 
licious uſing of their power, and language, to pain and 
hurt others (4). Their being ſmitten on the cheek: bone, 
and having their teeth broken, imports their feeling ſome 
fearful judgment, whereby their power to hurt others 
is taken away (e). Their tongue being a fire, a (harp 
ord, and their having a ſword in their mouth or lips, 
imports the miſchievous and murderous tendency of their 
unchaſte, profane, paſſionate, reviling, and fraudulent 
ſpeech (J). Their selling fin as a ſweet morſel under 
their tongue ; having miſchief and vanity, or the poiſon 
of aſps under their tongue, imports their delight in wick» 
edneſs ; their n has on every occaſion, to utter miſ- 
chievous and vain language ; which however pleaſant for a 
time, lowly, imperceptibly, and infallibly tend, to the 
ruin of every one infected by it (g). To 2 with the 
tongue, is to reproach and revile: to backbite with the 
tongue, is to [peak to our neighbour's prejudice in his 
abſence (5). A tongue walking through the earth, im- 
plies impudent boldneſs, in every where blaſpheming 
God, ridiculing and reproaching our neighbour (7). 
Sharpening of the tongue like a ſerpent, implies activity and 
contrivance, in belching forth the moſt deſtructive and 
poiſonous diſcourſe (4). The words of the wicked are 
ſharp arrows, are to lie in wait for blood, are the pier- 
cings of a ſword ; and theſe of tale-bearers deep wounds ; 
as they tend to murder mens ſouls, bodies, and charac- 
ters (4), The pervetſeneſi of their tongue it a brearh in 
the ſpirit; ſhews a diſordered ſpirit in them; and tends 
to vex and diſturb the ſpirit of others (. A Hing 
tongue is but for a moment ; truth will quickly diſcover 


(a) Prov. vi. 25. Prov. xxx. 13: (c) Prov. x. to. 
( Prov. xxx. 14 Pſal. Ivii. 4. e) Pſal. iii. 7. (/) Pal. 
Ivii. 4. Prov. xxv. 18. (g) Job xx. 12. Pſal. x. 7. % Jer. 


X\ 111. 18. „ Pl. lxxiii 9. (4) Pal. cxl. 3. (/) Pſab 
iv. 3. Prov. xii. 6. and zxvi 22. 6% Prov. xv. 4. 
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Herſelf, and put falſchood to hame (a). A flattering 
tongue or ſpeech, reſembles ſmooth butter, oil, honey, 
dropping from the comb, for its apparent kindneſs, in- 
nocency, and love (5). The mouth of a harlot or 
ſtrange woman, is a deep pit; her laſcivious and enticin 

words, enſnare men into endleſs, and unfathomable mi- 
fery (c). Burning fire in one's lips, denotes malicious, 
Paſhonate, provoking, and luſt-inflaming ſpeeches (4). 
Burning lips like a polſberd, covered over with ſilver 
drofs, lente wicked diſcourſe, embelliſned with elegant 
language and fine elocution (e). The wickeds mouth 
being /ull of curſing and bitterneſs; of fraud and de- 
ceit ; and their throat being an open ſepulchre, imports 
their corſtant readineſs to pour forth abundance of angry, 
reproachful, blaſphemous, noiſome, infectious, falſe, and 
ruinous language (7). Their mouth being near de- 
firudion; being filled with gravel; covered with vio 
tence ; and their ſoul eating violence, imports, that for 
their hatred, oppreſſion, malicious, and blaſphemous lan- 
guage, God ſhall quickly puniſh them with ruin; op- 
preſſion; ſhame; vexation; and torment (g). Their 
| feeling no guietneſ in their belly, and vomiting what 
they had ſwallowed up, imports their inward anguiſh of 
mind; their having no ſolid pleaſure in, and being quick» 
Iy deprived of what they had fraudulently obtained (4), 
Fatneſs and hardneſs of heart, imply their ſtupidi- 
ty and obſtinacy (i). Their hands being full of bribes or 
blood, imports their being much given to bribery and. 
murder (4), Their feet fwift to ſhed blood, imports 
their inclination to, and activity in hurting and ruining 
others (/). Their ſpeaking with their feet, and teach- 
ing with their fingers, imports their artfuÞ and indiſ- 
cernible methods of exciting others to fin (n). Thorns 
ard ſnares, 4. e. manifold troubles and temptations, 
are in their way awaiting and attending chem: de/trur- 
tion and miſery, done by, or awaiting them, are in all 
their paths of life and conduct; and the way of peace, 


(a) Prov. xii. 19. Y Paal. Iv. 2z. Prov. v. . (e) Prov. 
XZ:11. 14. (4) Prov. xvi. 27. (e) Prov. xxvl. 23: %) Kom. 
it. 13. 14» Prov. xx i. and x11. (5) Job xx. 15. 20. 
(;) 1f. vi. 10. (% TC. xXxxIIl. 15. Ezck. xai 45. (7) Rom 
211. 15. ( Prov. vi. 13. 
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Chriſt and his commandments, and a pacifie conduct to- 
ward others, they have mot known. Cuofeng is their gar - 
ment, that cleaves clofe to them on every ide; and en- 
ters into their bowels like water, deluging their ſoul 
with divine wrath (a). Pride and wickedneſs, like a 
chain or ornament, compaſſeth them about; as they boaſt 
and glory of it (5). Their crafty enticements to ſin, 
whereby they catch others, and the fnares they lay to- 
ruin others, are their net (c). Their table, the goſpel - 
ordinances, and their outward enjoyments, become a ſnare 
and trap to them; are occaſions of their ſtumbling ints- 
deeper ruin, and being hardened in their wickedneſs (4). 
Am not I f/led with all unrighteouſneſs, pride, debate, 
deceit, malignity, hatred of God ? And yet did the Son of 
God love uE, and give himſelf for mz ? O bew his love 
occaſionally enhances my guilt! And yet my guilt gives 
place to the exceeding greatneſs of his love 

3. Wicked men are called cH1.DREN of the devil, of 
liſabediencs, of wrath (e). By Satan's agency, they be» 
came ſinners, and daily wax more and more ſinful. In 
the wickedneſs of their heart and practice, they bear his 
expreſs image: cheerſully they obey his will: readily 
they imitate his example: greatly they delight to enjoy- 
fellowſhip with him, in his temptations. Ah! how they 


are filled with, and given to diſobedience; to wrath, and 


enmity againſt God! And how condemned to, and ia» 
feoffed heirs of everlaſting puniſhment! Was 1 ſuch? 
and has grace made me child, an beir of God, and joints 
heir with Chris! 

4. They are repreſented as the sold ERS and: angels 
of Satan (7). Enliſted under his banner, by voluntary 
confent to his ſervice; wearing his livery of finfal prac- 
tices; equipt with his armour of ignorance, enmity. and 
manifold luſts; they, at his direction, to the everlaſting 
hazard of their ſou), fight againſt the ſtrivings of God's 
Spirit in their conſcience; and with deceit and violence 
oppoſe, perſecute, and ſeek te ruin his cauſe and intereſt 
in the earth; and have for their preſent wages, the pro- 


() Pal. cix. 18. (5) Pal. lxxiji. 6. (c) Pſal. x. . 
% Pfal. Ixix. 22. {) John vitk 44 Eph- ii. 2. 3. (F) Rev. 
Al. 3. | k 

ſts 
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fits and pleafures of fin, which are but for a ſeaſon; 
and hereafter everlaſting puniſhment, with the far and 
his angels. Bleffed- Jeſus, at what expence of love, of 
blood, of life, haſt thou bought me off from this ſer. 
vice! 

5. They are repreſented as nuxrzs and rowr- 
ERS (a). With the utmoſt vanity, craft, and cruelty, 


they tempt and force one another, into ſinful, into ſoul- 


ruining courſes. How oft they wickedly undermine theip 
neighbour's character, property, ſtation, or life! How 
they hunt and perſecute the people of God ! 
6. They are repreſented as MURDERERS (5), By (in 
they deſtroy themſelves: they ruin their friends and 
neighbours: they attempt to aſſaſſinate their Maker: 
many of them erucify the Son of God afreſh : nor, with» 
eut ſhedding of his blood for, and application of it to 
them, can their fin be forgiven. How, Lord, haſt thou 
apprehended me. thy betrayer and murderer, and waſhed 
— from my ſins in thy blood! How kind my remiſſion! 
Grace, grace, unto it ! 
7. They are repreſented as Liars and DECE1- 
Ens (c). How deceitſul above all things, is their heart! 
How early they go aſtray ſpealing lier! How they de- 
light in, 'and promote falſe tcmptations, and errors; 
ſporting themſelves with their own deceivings! With 
what vain hopes, and emp:y ſhadows of virtue, they be- 
guile themſelves and others | In their religious profcſhon, 
purpoſes, and acts, what do they, but compaſs God a- 
bout with lies; the temper and bent of their heart, being 
the very reverſe of their profeſſion and pretences! Lord, 
remove far from me, the way of lying ET 

8. They are compared to -DRUNKARDs (d). With 
what care, defire, delight, they ſcek after the pleaſures 
of fin; embrace every opportunity to obtain them; and 
count nothing, no not the ſalvation of their ſoul, too 
dear a price, to purchaſe them! How of: after ſenſibly 
hurt thereby, or pained with inward terror and convic- 
-tion on their account, do they, as greedily as ever, re- 
turn to their ſinful courſe! How vainly meriy ! How ſtu- 


* (1) Prov. i. 10-16. (2) Hoſ xiii. 9. (e) Pſal. Iviii. 3. 
(4%) - Job xv. 16. 
pid, 


„ 


* 
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pid, outragious, and careleſs, about their great buſineſs, 
they are thereby rendered ! 

9. They are compared to $0DQMITEs, and like ux- 
cLEan perſons (a). Contrary to the decency of things, 
contrary to the natural dictates of conſcience, they burn 
in the luſis of the fleſh, and of the mind; abuſe them- 
ſelves with the vileſt whoredom and departure from God; 
and draw on themſelves his tremendous and fiery ven- 
geance. Ah! how long, has my life been among the 
UNCLEAN |! 

10. They are compared to THIEVES and ROBBERS (J). 
How craftily, cruelly, and ſhameleſsly, though often ſecret» 
ly, they waſte their time and ſtrength; and riſk their eternal 
ſalration, in robbing God of his due honour, love, eſteem, 
worſhip, reverence, and time; in depriving their neigh- 
bours of their due regard and property; and themſelves 
of their ſolid happineſs and comfort ! And how dreadfully 
taken at laſt, arraigned, condemned, impriſoned, and tor- 


11. They, chiefly hypocrites, are called nasTARDS 
and MOTHERS. CHILDREN (c). Though they are the 
children of God by creation and common providence 
or by outward profeſſion; they are not born from above. 
They have no principle of love to God; nothing of his 
moral image in them. Only, from a principle of flavith 
fear or legal hope, doth their appearance of obedience 
proceed, They hate the true children of God, and are 
without all title to the promiſed inheritance of everlaſting 
felicity. Hypocrites are children of the church, but not 
of Chriſt the huſband thereof. | 

12. They are repreſented as pRoDIGALs (4). How 
quickly; how finfully; how unreaſonably, they waſte 
their time, their talents and opportunities, to the abo- 
minable purpoſes of diſhonouring God, of defiling their 
neighbour, and of ruining their ſoul ! And fo at, or be- 
fore death, reduce themſelves to terrible {traits and in- 
ward torments; and not feldom to outward miſery and 
want ! Ah, amid theſe pinches, to what flaviſh ſervice 
of Satan, to feed his ſwiniſh luſts, have I hired myſelf + 


(a) Job xxxvi. 14. 0% Mal. iii. 8. . (c) Heb. xii, 6- 
Song i. 6 (4) Luke xv. 10.16. | 
But 
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But bleſſed be the Lord, who made me outrun my ſer. 
vice; and fly to his offended, but gracious ſelf, as my 
ſole relief. | 

13. They are repreſented as FooLs and su II (a). 
They have no true knowledge to direct their courſe, 
they hate it, and deſpiſe the means of it : they prefer the 
huſks, the dung, the duſt, the ſpiders webs, the wind of 


 ſelf-righteouſnefs, of ſinful pleaſure and worldly enjoy- 


ments, to God, to Chriſt, to his righteouſneſs, grace, 
and glory, Heartily they mock at fin; at every thing of 
eternal moment; and ridicule what they know not. Rea- 
dily they fret at every thing like to be truly uſeful to 
them: thoughtleſsly they go on in their courſe; they 
prefer their body to their foul, time to eternity; and 


chuſe to provoke and diſhonour God rather than man: 


headleſsly they enfnare themſelves in Satan's temptations; 
and, to avoid momentary fancied evils, ruſh into infinite 
wo. . +, 

14. They are repreſented as mar, and ros$ES$ED of 
the devil (5). In their heart, Satan and his angels re- 
fide, and render them deaf, ineapable to hear God's 
voice in his word and providence; dumb, unfit to pray 
to, and praiſe God; outragious {coffers and deſpiſers of 
divine things; rebels againſt God, their beſt friend; 


re jecters of his righteouſneſs and ſalvation 5 furious ba- 
ters of ſuch as would inſtruct and admoniſh them; em- 


ployed, in wounding and murdering their own ſouls, and 
theſe of others; and in improving Chriſt and the goſpel, 
as occaſions of their deeper damnation, Lord, my name 
#5 LEG OR; but with authority command the unclean ſpi- 
rits to come out, 

15. They are repreſented as yooR and WRETCH* 
ED (c). By ſin they have loſt every thing good: no ſpi- 
ritual proviſion have they of their own, to live upon: 
no money of good qualities or works, to procure any: 
no robe of righteouſneſs to cover them : no habitation to 
yield them a refidence or ſhelter from the ſtorm of God's 
wrath : no true friend in the creation, to aſſiſt or com- 


fort them: they owe infinite debt, and have nothing to 


„ (%) Prov. 1 22. 660% Luke xv. 17. Matth. xii. 43. | Rev. 
1. 1. | N 


Pa 


49 we os 


eV. 


pay 


Of metaphors reſpecting wicked men. 194 


pay it: they are polluted and miſchievous ; cannot ceaſe 
from fin: nor are they one moment unexpoſed to inex- 
preſſible and endleſs wo. Aſtoniſhing grace of our Lord 
Teſus, that though he was rich, yet, for our ſakes, he 
became poor ; that we through his poverty might become 
rich! | | 


do, nor can they, in the leaſt degree, render unto God, 
the debt of perfe& obedience they owe to his law ; nor 
even the debt of gratitude they owe, for his mercies : 
hereby they fall under a debt of infinite ſatisfaction to 
his offended juſtice. Ah! hew they deny, excuſe, or 
extenuate, their debt! How they hate their all glori- 
ous Creditor ! How they abhor; how they ſtudy to ſhift, 
and forget, their account; and the future, the ſolemn, 
ſeaſons of reckoning ; their death; their eternal judg- 
ment! How ready every moment to be clapt up in the 


16. They are repreſented. as DEBTORS (a). Never | 


priſon of hell ! And yet ah! how mercileſs to theſe who _ 


njure them! Lord, haſt thou forgiven me ten thouſand 
talents ! ſhall not 4 love thee much ! | 

17. They are repreſented as wEax and WITHOUP 
8TRENGTH (6), They cannot think a good thought; 
cannot ſpeak a gracious word; nor perform an accept- 
able deed : they cannot work out their own happineſs : 
they cannot cry, nor breathe, nor look to Jeſus, for 
his purchaſed ſalvation: they cannot take hold of his 
ſtrength, and make peace with him: they cannot receive it, 


when offered, nor even ceaſe from rejecting it: in fine, they 


cannot ceaſe to do evil, or learn to do well, Lord, 
N thee, I can do nothing; let my ſufficiency be of 
ll. ; 

18. They are repreſented as BLIND (c). They ſee 
not the /ight of life; diſcern not the Sun of righteouſ- 
nc/s ; have no true knowledge of ſpiritual objects: no- 
thing is nearer them than God and his unſpeakable gift, 
and their own heart; yet nothing is leſs known, Ah, 
how oft they ſtumble and fall into fin, without any pro- 
per cauſe! How conſtantly they wander out of their 
proper courſe, and miſlead theſe who follow them! 
How uſeleſs is the cleareſt diſpenſation of the goſpel to 


% Matth. xviil. 24 (5) Rom. v.6 (0) Rex, iii. 17. 
them ! 
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them! How ntterly deſtitute are they of all true com. 
fort! How oft given up to judicial and eternal darkneſs! 
Lord, open thou mine eyes, that I may ſee wondroug 
things out of thy law. 

19. They are repreſented as naxED (2). They have 
no law fulfilling righteouſneſs, to cover them before 
God; no inward grace; no holy converſation to adorn 
them; no ſpiritual armour to defend themſelves from 
their toes. Hence, how perpetually expoſed to the cold, 
the tempeſt, the ſtroke of divine wrath ! to the ſtings 
of their own conſcience ! to the injuries of fin, of ſin- 
ners, of devils, and death How ſhamefally the filthineſs 
of their heart daily diſcovers itſelf in their practice! 
How unfit for every holy duty; for every honourable 
company! When I was thus naked, how, Lord, didſt 
thou array me in fine linen, clean, and white, which is 
the righteouſneſs of the ſaints ! 

20. They are repreſented as $LOTHFUL $LUG= 
GARDS (6). How averſs to their proper work! How 
prone to delay it, and excuſe themſelves from it, with 
very trifles! How averſe to have their conſcience a- 
wakened and excited by the word, the Spirit, or the 
providence of God! How they waſte precious time, in 
doing nothing, or worſe ! Wiſe indeed, they are in their 
own conceit, and faintly deſirous of happineſs, as they 
fancy it; but their languid attempts never iſſue in the 
change of their nature and ſtate : their hearts they nei- 
ther keep nor cultivate: their talents and opportunities 
they never improve for the glory of God, or their own real 
good : and how oft by mere ſhadows and fancies of dit- 
ficulty, are they diſcouraged, from following out the 
appearance of any thing ſubſtantial ! Lord, how oft 
have I, while ſtarving, hid my hand in my boſom; and 
would not bring it to my mouth, with the offered fulneſs 
of thy Son! 

21. They are repreſented as Carnal and FLESH- 
LY (c). Ah, how they prefer the momentary concerns 
of their body, to the eternal of their ſoul! How they 
attempt to nouriſh and ſatisfy their ſoul, on outward en- 
joyments! How fixed under the reigning power of in- 


(a) Rev. iii. 27. 18. (0 Prov. vi. f (4) 1 Cor. ii. 14 
dwelling 
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dwelling fin; and given to make proviſion for the fleſh, 
to ſulſil the lufts thereof How given to feſh:ly luſis, that 
they kaow nothing, enjoy nothing, love nothing, ſeek 
nothing, but the things of the fleſh! They are in the 
fleſh ; fixed in their corraption, as a ſtate, and priſon, 
They walk after the fleſh; act from carnal, corrupt prin- 
ciples, motives, and ends; and in a carnal, corrupt man- 
ner; taking delight in wickedneſs, and proceeding from 
evil to worſe, They war after the fleſ by carnal in- 
clinations is their zeal, their contention, influenced and 
directed; and by carnal methods they proſecute their 
purpoſe. No wonder, they that are in the fleſh cannet 
pleaſe Cod. ay 

22. They are called sTRANGERS (a). They are 
ſtrangers to God; to the true knowledge of him in Chriſt; 
to the fear and love of him; to his converting grace, 
and ſaving fellowſhip. Strangers to Chriſt, in his pet- 
ſon, natures, offices, righteouſneſs, and work: ſtran- 
gers to the way of peace, life, and ſalvation, through 
him; to faith in, love to, and fellowſhip with him: 
ſtrangers to the Holy Ghoſt in his perſon; in his work 
of regeneration, ſanctiſication, and comfort; in his graces 
of hope, humility, repentance, refignation zeal, ſelf- 
denial : ſtrangers to themſelves, to their own hearts, 
and the ſinful plagues thereof; to their own lives, and 
the defects and abominations thereof: ſtrangers to the 
nature, the exceeding finfulneſs, the deceitfulneſs, and 
ruinous conſequences ot lin; and to the only method of 
atonement and purification from it: and, in fine, ſtrangers 
to the goſpel, the truths, the ways, and people of God, 
Let me bleſs the Lord, who took the /franger in, and 
acquaint my/cl/ now with him, that thereby good may come 
unto my foul, 

23. They are repreſented as UNCIRCUMCISED 77 
heart, in fleſh, and ears (b). Never were they prick- 
ed to the heart for ſin; never was its filthineſs diſcover- 


ed, or hardneſs removed; never were they filled with 


ſhame and ſelt- lothing on accouor-of it: never did they 
renounce their own righteouſneſs, or put off the body of 
lin : never were they taught by che grace of God to de- 


fa) Ezck xliv. 9. Y Exek. xliv. 9. Ads vil. 532. 
R ny 


194 Sacred Tropolopy. 


ny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts; to abſtain from fleſhly 
Juſts, that war againſt the ſoul; but continue carna}, 


favouring and minding the things of the fleſh, walking 


and warring after it; truſting in carnal and outward pri- 
vileges: never were their ears ſpiritually opened to 
hearken and hear, that their ſoul might live. Circum- 
ciſe my heart, O Jeſus, to love thee : to hate thee is my 
ſaddeſt hell. ] | 
22. They are repreſented as ouTCasTs, and rar 
oFF from God (a), Naturally they are rejected by him; 
driven from his intimacy, favour, and protection. They 
are ſuſtained as abominable; expoſed to all evil and 
danger, no man cares for their ſoul. The multitude of 
their ſinful inclinations and acts, do more and more ſe- 
parate them from communion with, and conformity to 
God. Let the Lord that gathereth the outcaſts of Iſrael, 
gather me to himſelf. | 

25. They are compared to neu born 1NFANTS, caſt 
out, and lying in their blood (b). In their earlieſt mo- 
ments, they are rejected of God, as altogether guilty and 
Joathſome in his ſight. How univerſally unpitied ; un- 
helped! How unable to help themſelves, or to aſk: for 
relief! How covered with the guilt! how ſtained with 
the filth of fin! How they wallow in their own blood, 
in the mire of filthy luſts! their heart, their mind, their 
conſcience, their whole courſe, being deſiled. How de- 
void of the ſalt of grace! What ſtrangers to the purify- 
ing influence of Jeſus' blood and Spirit! How deſtitute 
of the warming, the adorning, the ſtrengthening, the 
protecting robes of his righteouſneſs! Thrice ſtupendous 
time of love, when he found me lying in my blood, 
quickened me by his Spirit, decked me with his gar- 
ments of ſalvation, and eſpouſed me to himſelf! 

26. They are repreſented as Los r and READY ro 
PERISH (c). How deſtitute of every agreeable privi- 
lege! of every uſeful qualification, which can tend to 
the giory of Goa, er their own felicity ! How incapable, 
of every good and uſctai work! How they wander in 
the wilderneſs of vanity! of danger and wo! Ah! how 


(% Iſ. vi. 8. (5) Ezek. xvi. 4 5. (c) Luke xix. 10. 
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they drown in the floods of the divine curſe! in the pit 
of corruption! and are on the very point of dropping 
into eternal fire! On thy head, O Jeſus, for ever come 
the bleſſing of one ready to periſh; for / 9btained mercy. 

27. They are repreſented as 8ERvanTs of fin (a). 


For the wretched hire of carnal. hoaour, favour, plea- 


ſure, or gain, how willingly they ſell themſelves to com- 

mit wickedneſs! How they chuſe; they delight init! 

and make it their daily trade, and darling employ! 

How conſtantly under the reigning, the enſhaving power 

of it! With what uawearied vigour and care, they daily 

promote the Juſts of it! How they entangle their ſeed, 
and debaſe themſelves to fulfil the luſts of it! And in 
the end receive death and damnation, as their wages. O- 
Son of God, make me free; and 1 ſhall be free indeed. 

28. They are repreſented as REB:Ls (5). Contrary 
to their duty, to their ſolemn engagements, they riſe 
up againſt God; at their own inexpreſhble hazard op- 
poſe his intereſts, attempt to undo his glory and autho- 
rity, and to oppreſs and ruin ſuch as are faithful to him, 
Ah, how many of them rebel againſt the light, fight a- 
gainſt their own conſcience, deſp.ſe his pardon, and cru- 
cify his Son! Did he nevertheleſs receive gifts for men! 
yea for the rebellious! Is the gift of God to rebellious 
me, eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord ! 

29. They are called cayrives and srAves (e). 
How deſtitute of all ſpiritual liberty ! How conquered 
and reduced to bondage, by fin, Satan, and the world! 
How ſold into their hand, by their owa inclinations, and 
by the awful juſtice of God! How wrathfully ſtript of 
every true privilege ! of all ſpiritual armour! of every 
decent robe! How loaded with the yoke of a broken 
law! of oppreſſive guilt ! of tyrannizing corruption! and 
of wrathful afflictions! How coaſtantly employed in the 
vile drudgery of fulfilling abominable luſts! Lord, may 
the prey be taken from the mighty, and the lawful cap- 
tive be delivered. 

30. They are repreſented as RIO ERS (4). Ah! 
how the offended jultice of God, the curſe of his broken 


(% John viii. 34. Y Pal. Ixyiit. 18. (c) IC Xlix. 24 
(1) Zech. ix. 11. 12. 
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law, the ruinous power of fin and Satay, the deceiving 
influence of an evil world, fix them in their ſinful, their 
miſerable eſtate ! How ſhamefully their condition marks 
their infamous guilt ' How bound with the cords of ini- 
quity! deprived of the light, the warmth, of the Sun of 
righteouſneſs! and of every true comfort! How ſhame- 
fully lodged with malefactors! with devils! with in- 
famous men! How devoid of all true honour, reſt, or 
freſh air of divine influence ! How charged with guilt! 
Iniquities teſtify againſt them, and procure their con- 
demnation to hell, In what terrible torment, darkneſs, 
and perplexity are they, if mercy prevent not, to be for 
ever ſhut up! Are their preſent enjoyments here any 


more, but the accurſed bread of the condemned? à8 


for me, hath God, by the blood of the covenant, brought 
me out of the pit, wherein there is no water ! 

31. They are repreſented as s10k and DISEASED (a), 
Under what ſhocking plagues of hardneſs of heart; of 
ignorance, of unbelief, legality, pride; of worldly mind- 
edneſs, covetouſneſs, diſcontentment ; of envy, malice; 
of ſtupidity, vain converſation, and wretched eſtate; 
they lie inſenſible of their maladies, and unconcernged a- 
bout Chriſt the phyſician of fouls! Let him who hath 
power over all plagues heal me; for I am ſore vexed. 

32. They are repreſented as DEAD (5). By the 
power of fin, how deſtitute of ſpiritual life! of all holy, 
all inward warmth of divine love! How devoid of every 
heavenly, every gracious ſenſation! How incapable to 
ſee the glory of Chriſt, hear his voice, handle his per- 
ſon, taſte his goodnefs, breathe in prayer, ſpeak to his 
Praiſe, or move in his way! How uncomely, lothſome, 
and unſavoury! How ſolemnly condemned to, and ripe 
for hell! Nor can any thing, O Jenovan, but thy al- 
mighty power, recover and quicken them who are dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins. Ah, how. my wandering out of 
the way, has made me remain in the congregation of the 
dead ! 

3. They are compared to EThioriaxs (c). How 
ſcorched with the wrath of God! How altogether black, 
vile, and unſightly, before him! How deep (tained with 
C) Eph. ii. 1. 


(4) If, i. 36. (c) Jer. xili. 23. 
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Gn! How incapable to waſh themſelves into purity ! to 
change their nature! How oft, by ſelf-righteous at- 
tempts, have I waſhed myſelf into vileneſs! O Jeſus, 
waſh me in thy blood, and make me white as ſnow. 

34. They are compared to CaxAANITES (a). For 
the fin of their progenitor, they lie under a grievous 
curſe. For their wickednefs againſt God, they are de- 
voted to ruin. For carnal gain, how diſpoſed to de- 
ceive others, nay, to put on an appearance of piety! Ah! 
how they ſeduce, hate, and haraſs the people of God, 
and ſeek to extirpate them from the world ! 

35. They are compared to PREGNANT WOMEN (6), 
Ah, how they conceive, carry about, nouriſh, and with 
inexpreſſible labour and hazard, bring forth fin, that 
child of the devil! How wretchedly they conceive 
chaff, and bring forth ſtubble, what is altogether un- 
ſubſtantial, and may conduce to their eternal torment ! 
Conceive vanity and miſchief, and bring forth falſehood ! 
Conceive rebellion kgainſt God, and bring forth to them- 
ſelves endleſs deſtruction ! Ah, ah, bow laboured is their 
way to ruin! How their curſed offspring are for ever 
like to waſte and torment the mother that brought them 
forth ! | 
36. They are compared to BEASTS ENSNARED in a 
pit or net (c). How oft are they caught by the net of 
temptation, that they cannot recover themſelves! How 


oft enſnared and ruined by the projects they contrived, - 


and execute to undo others! How oft caught by God in 
the net of affliction, where, though they roar and rage, 
they do but the more entangle themſelves ! 

37. They are compared to RAVENOUS BEASTS (d). 
The wilderneſs of a natural ſtate is their reſidence. The 
wildernefs of this world is their beloved country, How 
untamed by Jeſus' love! How delighted! how employed 
in hurting and deſtroying one another, but chiefly the 
people of God! Their horns, their teeth, their paws, 
and mouth, ſignify their power, and the inftruments of: 
their miſchief. 

38. They are compared to EAGLES-(2), How: high» 


% Zech. xiv. 22. (0). Pſal. vii: 14: (e) Pſal. vii. rg. IC 
vill. 15. (4). IL xxxv.. 8. Lam. iv. 19. Mic. i. 16. 
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minded! How ambitious ; filthy; ſubtile ! How cruel; 
contentious; uncomely ! How unacceptable the voice of 
their prayer, their praiſe! their vain and wicked con- 
verſe! How terrible their abuſe of their power! How 
great their haſte to ſhed blood! ta feed on their neigh- 
bours torn character and property! and to do miſchief! 
But though they exalt themſelves as eagles, God ſhall 
bring them down; and by ſtripping them of what they 
have, ſhall ex/arge their baldneſs as the moulted eagle. 

39. They are compared to owLs, and other hateful 
birds (a). Ah! how the darkneſs of ignorance, the 
night of their natural ſtate, is the delight of their ſou] ! 
How abcminable to God are their perſon, appearance, 
and ſpeech! How deteſted of holy angels and men! 

40. They reſemble 81LLY Doves without heart (b), 
Under trouble and conviction they have no ſolid hope of 
deliverance, They cannot ſeriouſly think of, or care 
for their true intereſt. How oft they build their neſt, 
their hope, where diſappointment formerly deprived them 
of their fruit! How eaſily decoyed into ſinful ſnares! By 
forſaking God their proper reſidence, how they expoſe 
themſelves to danger! And how ſhall they mourn ſore 
lite doves amidſt endleſs wo! K 

41. They are compared to PARTRIDGES, that hatch 
not their eggs (c). What unſubſtantial imaginations, 
that never ſucceed, they deviſe! What hopes of happi- 
neſs never enjoyed, they conceive! What hard gained 
poſſeſſions, profit them nothing, in the day of trouble 
and death ! How hunted by the vengeance of God, and 
taken in an evil net! Ah, what bubbles of felicity has 
my fancy formed, which periſhed with the touch! Sure 
an immortal ſpirit was never made for work like this. 

42. They, chiefly tyrants, are compared to LIoxs (). 
How potent! proud! crafty! crue}! How fierce and in- 
{atiable in oppoſing the intereſt, and haraſling and de- 
ſtroying the people of Chriſt! How they affect their 
earthly, their ſinful dens! How outragioufly they roar 
in proud boaſting! in murmuring againſt God, and in 
reproaching and threatening his people! Lord, tame me, 


% If. Kii. 20. 


W Hoſ. vii. 11. and 11 (c) Jer. xvii. 
() Song iv. 8. 
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and make me lie down with thy lambs, and eat ſtraws, 
feed on thy word, as thy ox-like, patient, and laborious 
ſaints. 

43. They are likened to LE OorARDS (a). How ſpot- 
ted with various corruptions, is their heart and life! 
How ſubtile, pityleſs, and expeditious, in doing miſ- 
chief! eſpecially in perſecuting and ruining the inno- 
cent ſaints! How they wait for them! ſwallow them up ! 
chop their bones in pieces, and tear off their fleſh ! Break 
thou their teeth, their means of injury, O God. 

44. They are likened to REEmMs, which our verſion 
renders unicorns (b), How great their power, courage, 
craft, and activity in deſtroying others! O Jeſus, did 
ſuch ſurround, puſh, and devour thee, that my ſoul 
might be for ever reſcued ! that in every pinching ſtrait, 
God might hear me ! 

45. They are called BrArs; BoARS; and wild 
beaſts (c). How unſightly is their appearance before 
God! What a terror to good men! How ſleepy and 
ſlothful; but hard tobe tamed ! How they delight in 
the cold deſert of diſtance from God and his people! 
Whatever ſeeming regard, they fometimes have for one 
another; how outragiouſly they hate God, maliciouſſy 
tear his name, his ordinances, and people, and waſte the 
vineyard of his church! How enraged, when bereaved 
of their darling enjoyments ; or defeated in their beloved 
projects! Better meet a bear bereaved of her whelps, 
which can only tear the body, than meet a fool in bis 
folly. | 

46. They are compared to DRAGONS.(4). How they 
fauff vp the wind of vain imaginations! How they love 
the wilderneſs of an evil world, and unregenerate ſtate! 
How cruelly they hate, bite, and devour the people of 
God! How malicioufly, chiefly in the night of deſertion, 
affliction, perſecution, apoltacy, they by their breath of 
falſe doQrine, ſting of poiſonous example, ruin and de- 
{troy the ſouls of men! And how terrible ſhall be their 
wailing in hell ! 

47. They are compared to HORSES and FED HOR-« 


os 


() Song iv. 8. (') Pal. xxii. 21. ( Prov. xvil 12. 
Plal. Ixxx. 14. (1) 11. Alii. 20. 


SES, 


200 Sacred Tropology. 


ses (a). How great their pride and vanity ! With what 
outragious boldneſs, and unconcern, they haſtily ruſh 
upon infinite danger! How governed ; how enraged by 
their various and open fleſhly Juſts! In proſperity, how 
wantonly they Kick at, and rebel againſt God! Hoy 
ſhameleſsly they neigh and invite others to abomina- 
tion 

48. They are compared to wiLD 48s Es and DaouE- 
DARIES (5). How pleaſed with the mountains of yagi» 
ty, the deſerts of alienation from God! How given to 
ſnuff up, and delight in vain fancies, unſubſtantial ſelf. 
righteouſneſs, and airy deluſion | How hard to be tamed 
in ſpirit! How ſwift i how crooked and unſearchable 
their motions! But, Lord, in thy ſeaſon, thou canſt find 
us; till which, miniſters and parents do but weary them- 
felves, in quelt of our ſoul, | 

49. They are compared to BULLS; FAT BULLOCKS; | 
WILD BULLS; BULLS or KINE of Baſhan (c). How oft | 
they enjoy great power and proſperity, which they a- 
buſe to render themſelves proud, ſtupid, wanton ! How 
oft they ſtrive to be ringleaders in fin | Governed by fu- 
rious luſts, how they puſh with tongue and hand, with 
fide and ſhoulder, with all means in their power, at f 
theſe around; chiefly the ſaints and poor, that they may [ 
haraſs and deſtroy them! How unaccuſtomed to ſubmit : 
to, and walk under the yoke of God's law ! How fear- F 
leſs in doing evil! How neceſſarily, but unwillingly re- ; 
ſtrained by his providence ! How they rage or remain ! 
unconcerned, when he ſmites them! How hard to be 


tamed by con viction or diſtreſs! And how. ready and fit ſ 
for the ſlaughter of his wrath | Ye wicked, % not your £ 
horn of power and authority n high: God is judge, he 1 
pulls down one, and ſets another up. - 
Jo. They are compared to 8HEE»? (4), How ſtupid! b 
how thoughtleſs! how improvident! how expoſed to 
danger! how deſtined. for the ſlaughter of divine wrath ! A 
They are /oft ſheep, which having wandered from God, u 
cannot return to him; and for whoſe ſoul no man cares; b 
ready to be torn to picces, to be overwhelmed with the K 
(% Jer. v. 8. (5) Jer. ii. 23. 24 00 Pſal. xxii. 12. Exek. To 
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hail ſtorm of God's wrath. They are like BuriED 
SHEEP; in multitudes, without anſwering the end of 
their rational nature, they die amid hopelefineſs and car- 
nal unconcern, that death and damnation. may devour 
and feed upon them. Nor does their unhappy exit more 
awaken, or impreſs their hardened relations, and neigh- 
bours, than that of ſheep. 

51. They are called Goats (a). How unclean, nau- 
ſeous, and abominable ! How covetous, nff{chievous; and 
inſatiable ! Upon what poiſonous luſts and pleaſure, they 
feed! Ah, how they injure: Chriſt's ſheep, and ſpoil the 
paſtures of his ordinances ! Now, indeed, they herd with 
the ſaints ; but quickly ſhall they be ſgparate, and doom- . 
ed to eternal fire, 

52. They are compared to-$wInE (5). How unclean 
their nature and practice] How dull, ſtupid, and inſa- 
table! How incapable of chewing their cud; of ſpiritual 
meditation on divine things! How miſchievous to the 
garden and church of God, and to his plants and chil- 
dren therein! How averſe to be ſtirted up from their 
ſpiritual ſleep and floth ! How powerfully inclined to 
wallow in ſinful practices and carnal pleaſures! and to 
return to them after they have been convinced of, and 
purpoſed to leave them! How conſtantly they look to, 
and ſeek after earthly things! How wickedly they 
trample on Jeſus, and his precious bleſſings! How hide- 
ouſly they murmur, and ſometimes roar, when God af- 
ſlicts them! | 

53. They are compared to Docs (c). How baſe; 
filthy; fooliſh! How idle; unruly; fierce! How cruel 
greedy ; gluttonous, of ſinful and carnal pleaſure! How 
oft they bark out angry words and reproachful language! 
How unſeaſonably they bite and injure their neighbours 
ſoul, their body. and intereſt! How they deceive them 
by fawning flattery! How laviſhly they trudge in at- 
tendance on Satan their maſter! How oft they return to 
theſe very abominations, which, with remorſe, they once 
vomit up! How oft God. reſtrains them from their in- 
clined miſchief! How wiſely he employs them to cor- 


Matth. xxy. 32. 2 Pet. ii. 22. (c) Rev. 


Axl. 15. 
| - rect, 


202 | Sacred Tropology. 


rect, awaken, and gather his people to himſelf! How 
wrathfully he excludes them from his chambers of ſpi- 
ritual fellowſhip; and at laſt from his heavenly manſions 
of bliſs! In what riches of grace haſt thou, Lord, lock- 
ed upon ſuch a vile, a dead dog, as 1 am! 

34. They are compared to roxzEs (a), How cruel, 
crafty, and bold in tranſgreſhon! How proud, ſtupid, 
and hardened under affliction! They cry not, when he 
pierceth and bindeth them. How they truſt, delight, and 
repoſe in earthly things! How unſavoury, and unac- 
ceptable, their perſon and work! How crooked and ir- 
regular their paths | How wickedly they hate, and ſeek 
to devour, the ſheep of Jeſus' paſture! How ſadly they 
ſpoil the vineyard of his church, by diverting and ſtop- 
ping the ſap of goſpel-rruth, by digging up the roots of 
inſpired doctrines, and otherwiſe injuring his tender 
ſaints ! | | 
55. They are compared to vIPERS; ASPS; SCORPH- 
ONS; SERPENTS; and what our verſion renders CO CKa- 
TRICES (b), Of Satan the old ſerpent they are the ge- 
nuine ſeed: they delight in, and are filled with the pot- 
fon of ſin; underneath their tongue is miſchief and va» 
nity. How they love, eſteem, and cleave to earthly hap- 
pineſs, as their portion, their ALL! However beautiful, 
fome of their outward appearance be; how wicked and 
miſchievous are they within! With what violence they 
bite and devour others! Or with what flattery they ſting 
and ſeduce them to their eternal ruin! In trouble, chief 
in hell, how ſhall their voice go forth as a ſerpent, in 
angry hiſſing, and deſperate wailing over their miſery! 
O may grace rectify my dreadful nature! 

56. They are compared to spID ERS (c). How aſpi- 
ring and ambitious! How weak, and eaſily cruſhed! 
How full of envenomed corruption! What crafty en- 
ſnarers of others to their ruin! How unprofitably em. 
ployed, to ſpin out of their own bowels, their vain ima. 
ginations ; their ſelf-righteouſneſs ; or their unſolid, un- 
bleſſed, earthly enjoyments ! What, Lord, am I, that with 
my hands of faith, I ſhould take hold, and liye in thy 
royal palaces ! 

(a) Luke xii. 32. ) Match. iii. 7. o Aviis 4 II xi. 8 
60 IC. ix 5 3 (6) M 7 Pal UL 4. 
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57. They are likened to BAD F1S$HES (a). How nu- 
merous! How ſtupid! uſeleſs! unſavoury! How miſ- 
chievous, and hurtful! Even in outward life, how un- 
ſightly ſome of them! How irregular their moral courſe! 
How anxious to bring up their ſeed like themſelves! 
Now, they range —— the wide ſea of this unſettled 
world; but quickly ſhall they be drawn out, by the net 
of God's wrath, and caſt into endleſs fire, 

58. They are likened to TREEs, and TREES OF THE 
woor (5). Whatever height of profeſſion, power, or 
proſperity, they attain to: they ſtill remain in the cold, 
the uncultivate, barren ſoil of their unregenerate (tate, 
How much leſs cared for by God, than the ſaints! What 
a fearful haunt of wild laſts, and miſchievous fiends ! 
How barren of good works! Their deeds, how ſour, 
ſinful, unprofitable, and poiſonous! How eaſily are they 
blown and toſſed by temptation, deluſion, perſecution ! 
Ah, twice dead! Naturally dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; 
dead with habitual and preſumptuous rebellion, and the 
hardening and condemning curſe, annexed to it! At laſt 
with the ax of death, how wrathfully cat down, and caſt 
into hell-fire ! 

59. They are likened to GREEN BAY TREEs (c). 
How mightily they flouriſh and ſpread their influence on 
earth ! But, becauſe devoid of uſeful fruit, how quick- 
ly cut down by mortality, and caſt into the furnace of 
God's wrath ! | 

60, They are likened to BARREN FIG-TREEs (4). 


However extenſive their leaves of profeſſion, their pre- 


tences to holineſs be, where is their fruit of true piety ? 
Whatever pains and patience, God exerciſe towards 
them, they are but plagues to the earth, and cumberers 
of the church. Lord Jeſus. how many years didſt thou 
come ſeeking fruit on me, and find none Yet how ſtill 
let me alone, and dig and dung about me 

61. They are compared to an Oak, whoſe leaf fa- 
deth (ce) However tall, ſtrong, and deep rooted on 
earth, they may ſeem; however they attempt to mono- 


polize the ſap of the ground, the ſmiles of providence, 


(„ Matth. xii. 47.-—49- Rev. vii. 3- Song it. 3. 
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quickly ſhall their glory wither and fade; quickly ſhall 
they periſh and decay. Be thou, my ſoul, planted in the 
Chriſt, in the courts of God; ſo in old age, when others 
fade, ſhalt thou flouriſh; the flame ſhall never kindle 
upon thee. | 

62. They are like unto wiLD. oLI1vEs (a). Upon 
what curſed root, and in what wild deſert of diſtance 
and alienation from God, they grow! Amid their bloſ- 
ſoms of proſperity, or 1 of holineſs, where is 
their good fruit! How long, ye Gentile nations, were 
you as a wild olive, amid ſhews of morality and devo- 
tion, living in groſs ignorance, ſuperſtition, idolatry, 
profaneneſs; without true knowledge, revelation, righ- 
teouſneſs; without Chriſt, without God, and without 
hope in the world! ' | 

63. They are compared to EMPTY and BARREN 
VINES (b). Notwithſtanding of innumerable mercies 
received, living deſtitute of any good fruit of grace, or 
work intended to the glory of God, they are altogether 
unproſitable; fit only for everlaſting fire. Ah! what an 
empty vine am I, bringing forth fruit to myſelf ; ſeek- 
ing my own honour, eaſe, wealth, or pleaſure, in almoſt 
all I do! After all the pains God has been at with me, 
in ſoftening my ſtony heart, in hedging me about, with 
his law, providence, and love; in building a wine preſs 
of a gracious nature in me; and in watering me with the 
dew of heaven; (till, what ſour grapes of abomination 
I yield! 

64 They are likened to BRAMBLES; BRIERS; and 
THORNS (c). The barren ſoil of this world, and of an un- 
converted ſtate, is their beloved reſidence, How naughty! 
bow curſed of God, are they, and their work ! How they 
ſpoil, corrupt, and trouble the world! How low and 
grovelling their diſpoſtion! However God, for a while, 
make hedges of them to his church, yet in the end he 
will caſt them into the tremendous fre of his wrath, 

65. They are repreſented as TAREs (4). Son by 
Satan, in the night of time, chiefly of carnal ſecurity, 
among the people of God, in the field of his church, 


(a) Rom. xi. 17- Hof x. 1. Exzck. xv. 


(0) If. Iv. 13. 
(4) Matth. Xili. 25. 


and 
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and world, how oft ſomewhat like them! How ſadly the 
mixture of hypocrites mar the growth of the ſaints ! How 
impoſſible, now, to ſeparate them exactly; but at the end 


it ſhall be done, and the tares caſt, by multitudes, into 


eternal wo. 
66. They are compared to FLOURISHING GRASS, 


or GRASS on houſe tops (a). How quickly thy grow 
vp! How oft they flouriſh in proſperity! in ſucceſs in 
fin! nay, ſometimes in religious profeſſion! But how 
quickly cut down and ruined! Amidſt their lofty and 
fair pretences, how unſubſtantial ! How inſignificant in 
the hand of the all-cutting mower, DEATH ! How quick» 
ly the blaſting wind of affliction, or the flames of Tophet, 
ſhall wither and conſume them! Planted in Chriſt, root- 
ed and grounded in him, grow, my ſoul, as graſs by the 
water-courſes.” So ſhall I never fade; death ſhall fill his 
hand with me; they that go by, ſhall bleſs me. | 

67. They are compared to a ROOT OF BITTER- 
„Ess (b), How firmly; how ſecretly fixed in their fin- 
ful (tate ! What bitter ſoil of a broken covenant, an e- 
ſtate of ſin and wrath, they ſtand in! What bitter joice 
of corruption is within them! How diſagreeable their 
qualities and diſpoſitions ! What bitter; what gall and 
wormwood like fruit! What deſtructive and damning 
works are produced by them ! How many are poiſoned, 
yexed, or tormented, by their means! O Chriſt, with 
what ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs, haſt thou ſweetened me, the 
bittereſt of my race! | 

68. They reſemble BAD F1cs (c). How corrupt; 
diſagreeable; uſeleſs! Yielding neither pleaſure nor ho- 
nour to God; nor profit to men 

69. They are compared to a SWEEPING RAIN (4), 
What a plague to the world! How they diſturb the ig- 
habitants, and deſtroy the mercies thereof ! How od 


denly ſhall themſelves be hurried, and hurry one ano- 


ther into the ocean of infinite wrath ! | 
70. They are compared to WATERS; FLOODS; A 
FOUNTAIN ; the SEA ; the TROUBLED SEA (e). How 


(:) Pal. xcii. 7. and exxix. 6. (5) Heb. xii. 15. (0) Jer. 
XXIV. 2. (4) Proy. xxyiii. 3. (e) Pal. xvii. 4 Rev. Vit z. 
If. IVIi. 21. TY. k 
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great their multitude ! their power ! their diſorder ! their 
pride and arrogancy ! their reſtleſs diſquiet! their noiſy 
rage and threatening to devour others! their perpetual 
- calting forth abominable practices, monſtrous opinions, 
unhallowed ſoeieties, and horrid forms of government! 

71. They are called the KART, and men of the 
earth (a). How carnally minded! In this world, they 
have their portion, and upon it their heart is fixed, 
Whatever they do is from carnal and earthly principles, 
and to carnal and earthly ends. 

72. They are compared to mounTAINSand HILLS (6), 
How fixed in wickedneſs ! How oft apparently firm their 
{late on earth! How they abound in power and pride, 
that Omnipotence alone can lay them low ! How barten 
and unfruitful ! How vain refuges, to ſuch. as. truſt in 

them! How' they ſtand in the way of God's coming to 
| bleſs the earth! How diſagreeable to a ſpiritual eye, 
they render it! At laſt, how overturned with the earth- 
quake, enflamed with the fire, and overwhelmed with the 
flood of Almighty wrath ! 

73. They are repreſented as dry ground, and a GARDEN 
without water (c). Ah, how dry! how hardened! 
how withered their ſoul! How barren their heart and 
practice! How the ſeed of inſpired oracles, and the 
warming rays of proſperity, are loſt upon them, and be- 
come to them a ſavour of death unto death! Lord Jeſus, 
am not I ſuch, except thou water me every moment? 

74. They are compared to MARISHES or MIRY 
PLACES (4). What mixtures of ſouring corruption 
and filthineſs are in them! How dangerous truſting to, 
or cloſe intimacy with them! How unfit for receiving 
the word and Spirit of God! How ſour, diſagreeable, 
and hurtful, what they produce ! How oft are they finally 
given up to the ſalt of a reprobate ſenſe; and of endleſs 
damnation !. - 

75. They, chiefly harlots, are compared to sNAREs, 
NETS, PITS, and DITCHEs (e). Huw. dangerous ks 
fellowſhip with them! How they entice to ruinous 
crimes! How hardly can theſe, enſnared into familiar 


(a) Rev. vii. 3. (b) IC xli. rg. (c) If. i. 30. (4) Exch 
alvü. 11. (e) Prov. xxill. 27. ry 
intimacy 
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intimacy with them, recover themſelves; but walſow in 
wickedneſs ; and fink towards everlaſting miſery ! 
76. They, chiefly hypocrites, are compared to wHr- 


re ſepulchers, or warts (a), What ſplendor, and 


pretence to purity, may appear in their outward ſtation 
and conduct! But what baſe; what uncomely; what 
abominable, and peſtilential iniquity, reigns in their ſe- 
cret practice and heart! 

77. They are repreſented as God's HAND; RoD3 
$WORD;3 AXE; HAMMER; Bow (). By them, how 


oft; how fearfully he corrects his people; and puniſhes 


his enemies! How abſard, for theſe inſtruments of his 
vengeance, to lift up themſel ves to his diſhondur ! And 


how oft, after his work is performed by them, doth he 


caſt them into temporal and eternal miſery ! 

78. They are compared to BRASS, IRON, TIN, 
LEAD (c). In different degrees, how they abound with 
corruption! How hardened in wickedneſs! How worth- 
leſs and naughty! How proper to be caſt into the fur- 
race of infinite wrath! Lord, melt me in thy love; and 
remove all my navughtineſls ! 

79. They are compared to DpROgs and scun * 
Are they not altogether unworthy ? The filth; the pol- 
lution; the diſgrace of mankind; of nations, cities, 
churches, and families? As what an abominable and 
naughty thing, ſhall God caſt them out of his ſight, into 
the pit of endleſs wo, after ſeparating them from the 
godly ! 

80. They, chiefly hypocrites, are compared to LUxE- 
WARM WATER, andaCa«z not turned (e). How oft they 
mingle the true religion with a bad"! Have a profeſſion, 
without true grace or good works! Warmed and roſted 
with his favours and judgments, they turn not to God, 
nor confider their ways. Hence how nauſeous to him ! 
and to every truly exerciſed ſaint ! "I'D 

$1. They are compared to FIRE-BRANDS; things 
SET ON. FIRE 3 a FIERY OVEN. (VJ). How given to ſtrife 


(a) Matth. xxiit. 27.” Adds xxili. 3. (6) Iſ. x. and xiv, 
Pſal. xvii. 13. 14 (0 Ezck. xxii. 18. If. i, 22. (1) Ezek, 
Ixii. 18. and xxiy, 13. ( Rev. iii. 16. (f) Prov. vi. 27. 
Pfal. vii. 4.5. | | 


S 2 an 


2 — 
d y G@ 7 


U 
* 
0 
5 


n 


r 
2 . r 


_—::.-; Sacred Tropology 


and contention! How the fire of malice and luſt rages 
in them! What means of kindling the wrath of God, 
in nations, churches, - and families! How oft his judg- 
ments torment and burn them. down to the loweſt hell! 

How, there, ſhall his wrath kindle, and burn them for 
ever! What flames of hatred, ſtrife, and paſſton, do 
contentious perſons indulge in themſelves, and kindle ia 
others! How harlots, with their luſtful dalliances, en- 
ſtame their companions, and burn them quick to eter- 
nal fire ! TENT 0 

82. They are aſſimilate to BuRx1NG FAT of lambs (a), 
What ſudden, terrible, and near deſtruction, awaits 
them! And ſhall not all their earthly abundance and 
felicity, promote and enhance their ruin ? 

83. Unconverted men are compared to DRY BONES (5), 
No ſpiritual ſap, no remote ſource of grace, no hope of 
eternal life; no might to revive and recover themſelves 
have they: nor can any creature aſſiſt them herein, 
Bat, Come from the pur winds, © breath, O divine Spi- 
rit, in thy diverſified influence; quicken them; bring 
them out of their graves of luſt, condemnation, and wo. 

84. They are compared to Tow (c). How weak and 
- inſignificant ! How eaſily craſhed! How readily enflamed 
and conſumed with the fire of God's wrath ! Stupenduous 
am I, notwithſtanding, pluck? out of the burning! 

85. They are likened to a MOTH-EATEN GAR- 
MENT (4). How quickly; and by what contemptible 
means, are they rendered uſeleſs, unfightly, abomi- 
nable! How cruſhed before the face of the moth ! How 
eaſily the judgments of God waſte their perſon and pro- 
perty ! How eaſily death gnaws them out of life! cuts 
them off; and they are no more! Fear them not, my 
ſoul; be not afraid of their reviling; for the moth ſhall 
eat them. | 

86. They are compared to chArr (e). While on 
earth, they grow up with, and cloſely adhere to the 
ſaints. How .worthleſs ; how light, unſettled, and un- 
conſtant! How fearfully do temporal troubles toſs them! 


(a) Pfal. xxxvii. 20. | (5) Ezck. xxxyii. ) If, i. 31. 
(d) IE li. (e) Pſal. i. 4. 5 


How 
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How quickly ſhall death and judgment beat them off, 
and blow them into hell! 

87. Unfaithful friends arg like a BROKEN TOOTH 
and a FOOT OUT OF JOINT (a). They deceive, pain, 
vex, and torment him, who depends on, or is connected 
with them, Hairps 2 

88, Deceitful friends are like a BROOK, whoſe waters 
dry up (b). What aſſiſtance and comfort, we expect 
from them, diſappoint us in the time of need. Thrice 
bleſſed new-covenant Friend, never ſhalt thou pain or diſ- 
appoint me; but be legs to the lame; and rivers of wa» 
ter in a weary and dry land, | 

89. A falſe witneſs is compared to a MAUL, and. 
$WORD (c). Ah, how he (tabs, wounds, and murders 
his neighbour, in his perſon, character, or property! 
Lord Jeſus, how oft am I ſuch to thee ! 

90. He that ruleth not his own ſpirit is like a ir 
BROKEN DOWN, without walls (d). How expoſed to 
temptation, and danger! How full of confuſion, corrup- 
tion, and fear! It is better, my ſoul, to rule thyſelf; 
to keep quiet thy conſcience, with the application of 
Jeſus* blood; to govern thy heart, by his Spirit; to 
order thy converſation by his word; to defend thyſelf 
by his ſtrength; than to take à city, or divide the ſpoil. 
Hereby ſhalt. thou conquer Satan, the world, and thy 
corruptions z and obtain . ſolid ſatisfaction and peace; 
procure unſpeakable and endleſs advantage, 


1 g H A F. . 
+4 " Of metaphors reſpeFing faithful miniRers; 


1. T,YAithful miniſters are compared to ANGELS (e). 

How diſtinguiſhed their ſpiritual - comelineſs ! 
their knowledge. and wiſdom! their: dignity, power,.. 
and authority! By them God executes bis will, and pu- 
bliſhes his mind to men. Wich what pleaſure, activity, 


(4) prov. XXV. 19 a 9 Job vi. 17. 0 Prov. xxv. 18 
(4) Prov. xxv. 28. (e) Rev. i. 20. - Foe; 
8 3 readineſs, 
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readineſs, ſubmiſhon, and faithfulneſs, they unwearied- 


ly fulfil his commandment, praiſe his name, attend his 
throne of grace, pry into the myſteries of redemption, 
watch over, and comfort the ſaints; and excite, and 
in their ſtation concur with the other divine executors of 
God's judgments againſt Antichriſt ! But at their peril, do 


men expect, they ſhould reſemble angels, in living on 


earth without fault ; without food. 
2. They correſpond to wiNGED SERAPHIMS, attend. 


ing an enthroned Redeemer, while the train of divine ex- 
 cellencies and influences fill the temple of his human na- 


ture and purchaſed church (a). They are fiery ones, 
are the light of the church, and burn with zeal for the 
glory of God, Their being in above, or near to the 


- throne, ſigniſies their living near Jeſus Chriſt in ſpiritual 


fellowſhip with him, and poſſeſſing the office next to him 


in the church. Their /x wings, import their eminent 
' readineſs, alacrity, and ſpeed in his ſervice, Their 


covering of their face and feet, import their inſufh- 


. ciency to comprehend the bright glory of his perfon, of- 


fice, and work; and their being aſhamed of their beſt 
ſervices, in his fight, Their conſtant crying, Hoh, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of hoſts, imports, that the great 


end of a goſpel- miniſtry is to diſplay the holineſs of God, 
and promote holineſs among men. The moving of the 
poſts, at the ſound of their cry, denotes the ſhaking of 


nations, trembling of conſcience, and melting of heart, 
which attend the preachinF of Chriſt, The taking a 
live- coal from the altar, and laying it upon the mouth of 
the convicted prophet, for the purging away of his fin, 
implies, that Jeſus* atonement applied, by means of the: 
goſpel· miniſtry, quiets the conſcience, and ſanctifies the 
heart. | | | 

3. They reſemble the Four neAsTs in John's, and 


the CHERUBIMS, and LIVING CREATURES in Bzekiel's 
viſion (5). Their number Fovus, imports the fufhciency of 
them in eyery age, to anſwer the purpoſes of God in all 
the ends of the earth, Their ſulneſs' of 'eyes within and 


without, imports their having a deep” infight into ſpiri- 


(a) TC vi. t. =7 (5) Rey. iv. 6.-- 9. and yi. g1.3 7. and 
tual 


XV. 7* Ezck. i. and X. 


on Chriſt 


of met aphors * eſpecking faithful miniſter Fs. 3d 


tual caſes, into the plagues of the heart, and the opera- 
tion of the divine Spirit in it; and into what God hath 
ſaid to, hath done, does, and will do, for the church; 
and into her duty and danger in every caſe; It too, efpe- 
cially their eyes in their hands and wings, import the 
wiſdom and circumſpection of their behaviour. The 
four faces, imports, that like men, miniſters are to be 
comely in their converſation, affectionate, fympathizing, 
meek, prudent, ſagacious ; like liens, bold, courageous, 
and terrible to evil-doers; like oxen, tame, patient, 
hardy, laborious ; and like eagles, intelligent, heavenly- 
minded, and active in their work. Their freight feet, 
and ſoles like theſe of a calf, denotes their upright goſpel- 
converſation, and fitneſs to tread out the' corn of God's 


word, for their hearers. Their having hands under 


their wings, imports the correſpondence of their practice, 


with their ſolemn profeſſions and engagements, Their 


= 


ng firetched upward, implies their dependence 
Br furniture and direction. Their covering 
thetr boties an — with their wings, imports their 
bluſhing at themſelves and their work before God, Their 
appearance like lamps and coals of fire, marks their zeal 
for the glory of God, and their communicating light and 
knowledge to men, Their running frraight forward as 
a flaſh of lightning. imports their integrity, quick pro- 


wing. Bei 


greſs, and majeſty in their work. Their geing along 


with the wheels, implies their conſtant connection with, 


and attendance on the rolling churches ; the ſame” ſpirit 


is in both; and as they are dull, or active, ſo ordinarily 
are the churches. Their voice like many waters extend- 


* 


ing to the outer court, — 5 the powerful and exten- 


five ſpread of the goſpel, chiefly among the Gentiles, 


Their warning people 7e come and ſee, when the ſeals 
are opened, imphes that the goſpel' preached tends to 


cauſe men conſider the word and providence of God. 
The man in the firmament above them, incircled with 
fire and a rainbow, 1s Chriſt, as the glorious and ma- 


jeſtie head of the church, and of the new covenant," in- 


ſpecting, helping, upholding, and governing them. The 


voice from the firma ment when they ſtand or let down 


their uingt, is Chriſt's quickening and encouraging 


them to their work, The taking out fire from between 
them, 


* 
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them, to caſi upon ſinners, implies that contempt of 
Chriſt and his goſpel-miniſtry, eſpecially haſtens, and 
enhances flaming vengeance upon a land. One of theſe 
beaſts giving the ſever vials to be poured on Antichriſt, 
implies, that according to their word, and by their meang, 
ſhall that man of /in be haſtened to his ruin. 

4+ They reſemble the ex1EsTs in Ezekiel's viſion of 
the goſpel-temple (a). Their being the ſons of Zadek, 
not of the Levites that went aſtray, implies their being 
true and blameleſs children of Jeſus Chrilt, the righteous ; 
and faithful preachers of his atonement, as the. great 
ſubſtance. of the goſpel; and that ſuch as have fallen 
into ſcandal, are not raſhly to be admitted to the mini- 
ſtry. Their eight days conſecration, implies their en- 
trance. on their work with much deliberation, abundant 
application of Jeſus* blood, and vigorous ſtudy of goſpel- 
holineſs ; their having diſtincqt chambers for themſelves, 
imports, that their office is ſtrictly circumſcribed by the 
divine law; and that none are to interfere with their 
work or -benefice, but ſuch as are truly ſent. Their 
bigheſt chambers being moſt ſtraitexed, imports, that the 
. / moſt eminent miniſters are ordinarily moſt. hated and 
expoſed to trouble on earth. Their being clothed with 
inen, not with wrol, or any thing that cauſeth ſweat, 
. imports, their being clothed with Jeſus* righteouſneſs, 
and not. with their own fatiguing and defiling works; 
and that their doctrine mult be pure, not erroneous and 
unſavoury; that their converſation muſt be holy, not 
offenſive, ſtupid, or ſlothful; nor their miniſtry their 
burden. Their inen bonnets and breeches, denote their 
_ gravity, their modeſty, their chaſtity, and freedom from 
Antichriſtian whoredom, Their laying afide their fine 
robes ; and wearing others. before. the people, implies, 
that though they | muſt only appear before God, in the 
righteouſneſs of his Son ; yet by their holy converſation, 
they muſt recommend holineſs to their hearers and neigh- 
bours, Their net. ſandifying the people with their gar- 
ments, may imply, that they muſt not allow the people 
to uſurp their office; nor pretend, by their holineſs, or 


(% Ezek. xlii. 1.—18. and xlili. 19-27. and xliv. 9-37. 
| their 


and xlv i. 20. 
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their bodily apparel, to convey any ſanctity, merit, or 
ſafety to them, as Antichriſtians do, Their at having 
their heads, or ſuffering their locks to grow, imports 
their abſtaining from Popiſh ſuperſtition, and from world- 
ly pride and wantonneſs. They mult beware of being 
intoxicate with drunkenneſs and carnal care. They 
mult marry ſuch women only, as are. of good report. 
They muſt teach the people of God, and compoſe differ- 
ences betwixt them, They muſt avoid immoderate ſor- 
row for deceaſed friends, Plentifully muſt they nouriſh 
their ſouls on Chriſt and him crucified. And plentifully 
are the their families to be maintained by their 
people, WFheir boiling the fin offering and treſpaſs-effer- 
ing, denotes heir digeſting goſpel-truth in their heart 
and judgment; and. their preparing of their diſcourſes 
before they preach them. 

5. They are called RuLERS (a). How eminent their 
excellency, uſefulneſs, and authority in the church! 
Choſen by their people, it is theirs wiſely, meekly, 
kindly, and carefully, to govern her members and . mat- 
ters, according to the laws of Chriſt, her king ; and duly 
are they to be Joved, obeyed, honoured, prayed, and 
provided for, as his vicegerents, | | 

6. They are repreſented as amBAs$ADORS (9). Sent 
by King Jeſus to propoſe. and negotiate with, ſinful men, 
a treaty of peace with God, of marriage with himſelf, 
and of traffic with his fulneſs ; with all authority, ear- 
neſtneſs, wiſdom, ſingleneſs, and faithfulneſs, they muſt 
adhere. to their inſtructions; and ſtudy, by their _ candid 
and honourable deportment, to promote. it, Deeply 
muſt they be affected and grieved, if it do not ſucceed. 
Always ought they to be in readineſs, to render an ac- 
count of their conduct to God. With the utmoſt hearti- 
neſs and humility, -ought the children of men to receive 
them and their meſſage. If their perſon is deſpiſed, 
their character injured, or their embaſſy rejected, to 
what divine vengeance it expoſes the guilty ! And what a 
horrent preſage of approaching. wrath, is God's calling 
them faſt off from their work! 

7. They are repreſented as wiTxESSEsS (c). With 

0% Heb. xiii. 7. 17. (5) 2 Cor. v. 18.— 20. (e) John 
IV. 22. Rev. xi. ä | 


fidelity, 
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fidelity, diſtinctneſs, boldneſs, and impartiality, they 


teſtify to men, what they have ſeen and heard concern. 
ing Jeſus and his truths; and according to the word of 
their teſtimony, ſhall you nations be acquitted, or con- 
demned at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. Vader Anti- 
chriſt they are favs witneſſes ; few; but ſufficient, powerful 
with God; but clothed in ſackcloth, mourning and diſtreſſ- 
ed. pak 

8. They are compared to raREnTs (a), How great 
their dignity and authority in the viſible church ! With 
what ardent love, earneſt defire, fervent prayer, and la- 
borious miniſtration of the goſpel, they promfiig®the ſpi- 
ritual birth, inſtruction, reproof, ſafety nouriſhment, 
and rule of the faints! How tenderly Rey care for, 
ſympathize with, and exemplify godlineſs, to church- 
members! How mightily grieved with their miſcarriages! 
And how tenderly to be loved, eſteemed, and revered, 
by them! What a loſs to be deprived of them! 

9. They are repreſented as wooers; and FRIENDS 


of the Bridegroom (b). Ry Chriſt's appointment, with 


a ſingle regard to his intereſt, and to the ſouls of men, 
they. propoſe them an offer of ſpiritual marriage with 
him, With every gaining confideration, of their ne- 
ceffity, and of his excellency, honaur, riches, beauty, 
and love, they prudently, faithfully, and earneſtly in- 
force the propoſal. To him they return an account of 
their diligence. With what ſorrow their hearts are filled, 
if the treaty ſucceeds not! With what joy, if it do! How 
delighted to hear the Bridegroom's voice! And how a- 
verſe to be loved in his ſtead! | 

10. They are called warriors (c). Solemnly en- 
liſted under Jeſus' banner of truth and love, diſtinguiſh- 
ed with the livery of his call to, and furniture for their 
work, clothed with his righteouſneſs and grace, armed 


with the avho/e armour of God, nouriſhed with his in- 


fluence and proviſion, in face of difficulty and danger, 
they employ themſelves in the vigorous defence of his 
church, ordinances, and truth. Skilfully muſt they wield 
and puſh the faverd of the Spirit, and of church-diſci- 


© (s) x Cor. iv. 15. ) John iii. 29. 2 Cor. xi. 2. | (e) 2 Tim. 
U. 3. and iv. 8. 
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pline and government, launch the ſpear and dart, the ar- 
rows of divine truth, againſt every ſpiritual foe. Never 
muſt they entangle themſelves - with worldly buſineſs, 
carnal offices, or temptations ; but vigorouſly make war 
on the kingdom of Satan; pull down his /frong-holds of 
ſinful luſts, abominable errors, hateful practices; and 
endeavour to conquer ſinful men to Jeſus, the Saviour. 
So ſhall they obtain a crown of righteouſneſs, and reward 
of eternal life, 

11. They are called warchusx (a). Placed by 
Jeſus, in an high and important ſtation; -it is theirs 


faithfully, and impartially, to watch over the ſouls of 


church - members; to obſerve their ſtate, their caſe, and 
walk; to watch over the truths and inſtitutions of 
Heaven, that none be corrupted or loſt. It is theirs 
to notice the variation of the times and providence 
of God; to obſerve the motions and approaches of e- 
very ſpiritual foe, that, during the night of diſtreſs, and 
of time, they may give us diſtin; early, and full warn- 
ing of our duty and danger. Of what infinite importance 
is their work to the ſouls of men! What labour and 
danger attend it! But if they deſert it, give up them- 
ſelves to negligence and ſleep in it, how guilty of the 
blood of ſouls! How expoſed. to the moſt tremendous 
vengeance of God! 

12. They are repreſented, as TRUMPETERS (5). Di- 
vinely authoriſed, and qualified, how ſweetly; how 
loudly; how courageouſly; how plainly and ſkilfully 


they proclaim the offices, the approaches, the ſpiritual 


feaſts, the promiſes, the pardons, the laws, the threat- 
enings of King Jeſus to men! And call them to attend 


the ordinances of his worſhip! With what undaunted 


boldneſs and diſtinctneſs, they warn them of their faults, 


and their danger; direct and encourage them in their 


ſpiritual conflicts with their indwelling fin, with Satan, 
and with a preſent evil world! And ſhew themſelves 
patterns of bravery and diligence therein! 

13. They are repreſented as LEADERS and GUIDES (c). 


How extenſively; how eminently acquaint with the 


% Heb. xiii. 17, Exck. xxxiii. 5. () IC lviii. 1. 
(e) 1 Cor. xi. 1. | 
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truths of God! with the duties of religion! with the 
temptations of Satan! and with the ſnares of the world! 


With what diſtinguiſhed care and patience, they lead 
men into the knowledge of divine myſteries! Into the 


practice of holy duties! Into the exerciſe of fighting 
with, and purſuing after ſpiritual enemies! And conduct 
them ſafely, through this world, in the way that leadeth 


to eternal life! 8 
14. They are called rasTORSs; SHEPHERDS ; 51. 


SHOPS; Or OVERSEERS (a). Divinely are they appoint- 
ed, ſoleninly are they engaged, carefully to lead the 


flock, the members of Jeſus” church; tenderly to feed 
them with his truths and ordinances ; vreribe; watch 
over, defend, and keep them together. And to ſepa- 
rate from among them, the ſcandalous and openly wick- 


ed. And from their flock ought they to receive a proper 


ſubſiſtence. From Jeſus, ſhall they receive an everlaſt- 
ing reward, | | 

15. They are called zvitDers (5). Divinely in- 
ſtructed and appointed by Jeſus, the ſovereign Archite& 
of the church, they muſt clear off the rubbiſh of falſe 


doctrine, and finfel cuſtoms. Every doctrine, inſtruc- 


tion, and example they give, they are to eſtabliſh on 


Chriſt the foundation, and his ſure and immoveable 


word, The corner- ſtones and pillars of fundamental 
truths, they muſt eſpecially confirm ; and cloſely connect 


their whole doQrine, and conduct therewith. Carefully 


muſt they attend the rule of inſpiration, in all they do, 


Inceſſantly, ſkilfully, and earneſtly, they promote the 


conviction, the illumination, the union to Chriſt, the 
jaſtification, ſanctification, comfort, and. endleſs felici- 
of their hearers. Were not you, prophets and a- 
poſtles, wiſe mafter- builders, concerned in laying the 
foundation, and principal matters of the church of 
God ? 
16. They are repreſented as Fr$HERS OF MEN (c), 
With what labour, care, ſkill, and expoſure to danger, 
they caſt the net of the goſpel, into the ſea of this 


world! Spread it upon ſinners, that they may draw them 


(a) Ezck. xxxiv. 4 Acts xx. 28. (7) 2 Cor. iii. 11, 
e) Ezck 2a!vii 10. Matth. iy. 19. * 
* a to 
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to Chriſt! It being adapted to their various conditions, 
ſome are hereby caught in reality; others only in appear- 
ance, When, O Jeſus, wilt thou direct them to caſt 
the net on the right fide of the ſhip, that a multitude 
may be incloſed ! When ſhall our whole dead ſea of this 
world be covered with theſe fiſhers! When ſhall the ſouls 
they catch, be like the fiſh of the great ſea; countleſs in 
number; and exceedingly diverſified in caſe ! 

17. They are compared to PLANTERS; to KEEPERS 
OF A VINEYARD; to VINEDRESSERS (4). Theirs it 
is, to found and plant churches; to water them with 
goſpel oracles and ordinances; to watch over and de- 
fend the doctrines, and members, from - ſpiritual hurt. 
Theirs, to take the foxes; to call falſe teachers to ac- 
count; to refute their error, cenſure and eje& ſuch as 
are obſtinate in evil ways. Theirs, to promote the gra- 
cious implantation of ſinners into Chriſt ; to reprove, re- 
freſh, comfort, encourage, and direct the ſaints, who | 
are the beloved, the darling vineyard, and garden of 
God, | 
18. They are compared to sTEWARDS (5b), En- 
truſted by Jeſus with the charge of his oracles, his or- 
dinances, his houſe and family of the militant church, 
and the ſouls of men pertaining thereto; it is theirs, care- 
fully to overſee whatever is done; to aſſign each his proper 
buſineſs; and in due ſeaſon give him his proper proviſion, 
his portion of promiſes, threatenings, reproof, cenſure, 
encouragement, or comfort, To Jeſus they mult give 
an account of their conduct. And how terrible their 
doom, if they corrupt or conceal divine truth ! If they 
diſorder, pollute, or break the peace of the church! If 
they walte their time, their talents, their opportunities, 
to ſinful or inſignificant purpoſes! Or if they beat, de- 
ſpiſe, reproach, or unjuſtly cenſure their brethren, and 
fellow-ſervants. 

19, They are repreſented as s£RvanTs and LABOUR= 


bas (c). Solemnly engaged to, and hired of Jeſus, to 


occupy in his church; it is theirs, by every proper me- 


(% Song viii. rt, 1 Cor. iii. 6.-- 8, (5) 1 Cor. iv. I 


thod, 


218 Sacred Trapolegy. 


thod, however baſe or difficult to the carnal eye, to pro · 
mote his glory, and the ſpiritual edification of men, Al. 
ways, and in all places, they are to be very diligent, 
humble, obedient, ſingle, and faithful, in their work, 
Always are they to exert their whole power and kill, 
and ſeize every opportunity, that, by the public or pri. 
vate diſpenſation of the goſpel, they may be inſtrumen. 
tal, in plowing up the fallow-ground of men's hearts; 
in plucking them as brands out of the burning; in hewiog 
them off from their old covenant-root; in gathering 
them to Jeſus; and promoting their heavenly courſe, 
Patiently they are to bear whatever burden of work, 
of trouble, or perſecution, God may lay upon them, 
So doing, however unſucceſsful, their labours on earth, 
glorious and laſting ſhall be their heavenly reward! 
20. They, as the ancient prophets, are MEN or 
God (a). By God they are choſen, called, and fitted 
for their work. Near him they ſtand in their office, 
Near him they live in their holy converſation ; and are 
his deputies, his diſtinguiſhed repreſentatives, and pe- 
culiar property on earth. He is the ſubject - matter, and 
the obvious end of their work. The injuries done them, 
he will ſharply reſent, For he that deſpiſeth them, de- 
ſpiſeth him that ſent them, 
21. They are like a FLock of newly waſhed, even 
horn, and twin-bearing ſheep (b). How numerous! How 
kindly connected! How waſhed in perſon, by Jeſus 
blood! SanRiified in nature, by his cleanſing Spirit! How 
harmleſs, pure, holy, patient, and uſeful! How rich 
their paſtures of inſpiration! How noted their harmo- 
nious affection! How equal their power and authority aſ- 
ſigned them by Chriſt! How earneſt their endeavours, 
and happy their ſucceſs, in winning ſouls to him! Is it 
not theirs, like he- goats, to go before the flock; and 
be an example of the believers, in word, in converſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity ? 

22. They are like two YOUNG Ros, that are twin, 
and feed among the lilies (c). How lovely, active, and 
pure: How tender their affection to mens ſouls! How 


(a)'1 John iv. 6. 1 Tim. vi. 11. 00 Song iv. 2. and vi. 6. 
(c) Song iv. 5 and vii. 3. . 
| ſtated 
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lated and ſtrong their enmity to the old ſerpent, and his 
ſeed! How grievous and hurtful their attacks from them, 
eſpecially if they indulge themſelves in ſloth ! How oft 
ſmall, though ſufficiem to bear witneſs, their number! 
How harmonious their affection! How equal their power 
and authority in the church ! By what delightful ſtudy 
and meditation, they feed on the ſcriptures, on goſpel- 
ordinances, in happy fellowſhip with Jeſus, the lily of the 
valley, and his people | 

23. They reſemble poves Eyes (a). With what 
meekneſs, purity, fincerity; with what ſingleneſs of 
heart, chaſte affection to Chriſt and his people, do they 
pry into the goſpel of peace, and make it known to men; 
pleaſantly watch over the church; warn her members 
of danger; and direct them to Chriſt aad his way! 

24. They are compared to OLIVE-TREEsS (b), How 
comely and flouriſhing their office and conduct! In them 
the oil of goſpel-truth is lodged ; and by them is it eom- 
municate to others. By them is the goſpel of peace 
preached, and its al!-healing ſpirit and influence, offered 
and brought near to men, 

25. They are called the GLoxy oF CarisT (c). On 
them 1s his image and authority ſtamped, In what they 
do, is his glory and,,honour intended, And by them, 
are his glorious excellencies publiſhed and declared. 

26. They are a /weet S$AvouR or CHRIST wrto 
Cod (d). Having received from Chriſt their grace, 
their gifts, their office, how pleaſant to God, they, and 
their evangelic miniſtrations! By them how ſweetly is 
declared the riches of his grace, and manifold other 
excellencies, in them that believe! And the abundance 
of his wiſdom, power, holineſs, and equity in them that 
periſh ! Dreadful thought! Ye finners; ſhall God; ſhall 
a Saviour be exalted in yeur endleſs damnation, if you 
refuſe him! f | 

27. They are repreſented as a SPECTACLE to angels 
and men (e). How expoſed to open view, on the thea- 
tre of the world! Ah, what $1Gns, againſt which the 
contempt, the obloquy, the malice, the perſecution of 


(a) Song 4 15. an 3. (5) Rev. „I. (c 1 Cor. ix. 23 
(4) 2 Cor. ii. 14 (e) 1 Cor. iv. 9. 
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men. and rage of devils, are eſpecially diſcharged ! How 
oft held as weak; as fooliſh; as wicked; for Chriſt's 
ſake - How oft a gazing- ſtock, every where ſpoken a. 
gainlt! 

23. They are compared to L1GHT (a), . What a 
diſtinguiſhed meaſure of truth, of ſpiritual knowledge, 
they poſſeſs, and communicate to others, for their in- 
ward refreſhment, inſtruction, and comfort! What bleſſ. 
ed means of diſcovering men to themſelves ; ſhewing 
them the plagues of their heart, or the grace that has 
been given them! What means of diſcovering to men the 
excellencies of Chriſt, and the glory of God in him! 
How unhappy; how devoid of ſpiritual light and con- 
ſolation the places where they are not! How dreadful 
When this light is turned into darkneſs; and miniſters 
are ignorant, or replenithed and clouded with error! 

29. They are compared to sTARS (5), In the firma- 
ment of the church hath Jeſas planted them, and fur- 
niſhed them with diverſities of gifts and graces, for the 
adorning thereof; and for refreſhing, quickening, in- 
ſtructing men; for leading them to himſelf; for guiding 
them, while, amid this bewildering world, they wander 
in the night of trouble and time; or amid the ſwelling 
ſeas of manifold temptations and trials, they fail to the 
home and haven of endleſs felicity! How held, ſupport 


ed, directed, by Jeſus in his right hand! How high in 


their ſtation and office! How near to God and heavenly 
things their motions and courſ ! How eaſily beclouded 
their glory! How readily; how wide diſcovered their 
ſhameful blots! O when ſhall the eternal day break; 
that ſtars may diſappear, ſhadows flee away, and Chriſt 


be ALL IN ALL |! 


30. They are compared to Aux DES and Lamps (c). 
In themſelves how inftgnificant! But formed, and from 
the fire of Jeſus* light and love, lighted by the Holy 
Ghoſt, with gifts, office, and grace; how uſeful during 
the night of time, to enlighten a dark world ! How ne- 
ceſſary, they ſhould appear, and ſhine publicly! How 
generouſly they ſpend themſelves in illuminating others ! 


(e) Matt k. 
How 


(a) Matth. v. 16. 
V. I. 


Rev. i. 20. 
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How oft moved from one nation and place, to another ! 
When, Lord, ſhall candles be extinct, and never-waſting 
glory ſhine ! 6d 

31. They are compared to cLovps (a). Receiving 
their gifts, their grace, their office, from the ocean, the 
fulneſs of Chriſt ; what appointed means of conveying the 
rain, the dew, of divine truths and influences to men! 
Nor can they be uſeful, but as God pleaſeth. Are they 
not a kind of vail interpoſed between weak ſighted mor- 
tals, and his dazzling brightneſs! How expoſed to ob- 
ſervation, and to tempeſts of trouble ! How ſupernatural 
and ſpeedy their motions! How heavy the judgmenr, 
when they are removed from a land; or their uſefulneſs 
divinely reſtrained! 

32. They are like to the risn-voOLs by the gate of 
Bath-rabbim (b). How clear their infight into divine 
things! How plentiful their fulneſs of the goſpe]! How 
great their quietneſs and conſtancy ! What a bleſſing to 
the multitudes, which attend their miniſtry ! By their 
means, what numbers are made to know their own ſpi- 
ritual features; and are nouriſhed up to eternal life ! 

33 They reſemble piLLAks; yo3TS; and BEAMS (c). 
How ſtrong in gifts and grace! How wel fixed, and 
founded on Chriſt! How uſefully they ſupport, and con- 
net the members and ſtructure of his church! How 
plainly they-exhibit his Jaws to men! 

34. They reſemble the Tower of David builded for 
an armoury, or the TOWER of Lebanon, that looked to- 
ward Damaſcus (d). For the ſecurity and glory of his 
church; for the obſervation of his principal foes, are they 
erected, and ſtrengthened by Chriſt, and on him as their 
fure foundation. How high their ſtation! How upright, 
heavenly, firm, and conſtant in it! How abundantiy 
furniſhed with ſpiritual armour ! And ready, by diſpen- 
ling the goſpel, to confer it to others! The more dange- 
rous ſpiritual enemies, they are cſpecially to watch a- 
gainſt, and oppoſe, And like a #ewer of ivory; how 
pure; how comely ; how ſelf-conſiſtent, and firm, their 
doctrine and converſation! 


(a) If. v. 6 (0) Song vil 4. ch Song i 17. and iii. ro- 
Gal ii. g. __(4) Song. iv. 4 and vii. 4 
T 3 | 35. They 
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35. They reſemble cyuaziors (a). How. gloriong, 
curious, and coſtly, their erection and office! By them, 
in goſpel · miniſtrations, is Jeſus' name carried before the 
Gentiles ;- and he, in a royal, majeſtic, a quick, eaſy, 
and triumphant manner, rides through the world; ſub- 
dues, and ſhews his glory and love to, his choſen ; con- 
quers his ſpiritual oppoſers. In their bloody ſuffering 
and flaming zeal, they reſemble a chariot with red horſes, 
In their abject outward appearance, their ſelf-denial, 
their inſight into ſpiritual myſteries, they reſemble a 
chariot with black borſes, In their holy lives, their pure 
doQrines, and ſpiritual conqueſts, they reſemble a cha- 
riot with white horſes, In diverſity of gifts and graces, 
they are like to a chariot with grizzled and bay horſes, 
In the apoſtolic age, they reſembled the firſt chariot, 
In the Antichriſtian period they reſemble the ſecond, In 
the millennial period, they ſhall reſemble the third, In 
the laſt days, they may be compared to the fourth. In 
crery form, and period, they ifſue from between moun- 
tains of braſs; appear according to the ſettled purpoſes 
of God, and notwithſtanding of manifold oppoſition, 
36. They are called EARTHEN VESSELS (6). In 
themſelves, how frail; baſe; contemned; and troubled ! 
Bat God fills them with the treaſure of goſpel-truths, 
tO convey it to others; that thus the excellency of its 
- powerful influence, may appear to be of him, 

37. They reſemble a xovuxD coBLFT full of mixed li- 
quor (c). How diſtinguiſned their capacity and perfection 
How abundant their fulneſs of evangelic gifts and grace, 
for purifying themſelves! And for adminiſtering convic- 
tion, direction, and comfort, to others! | 

38. They are compared to 8aLT (4). By their holy 
converſation ; by their faithful diſpenſing of golpel doc- 
_ trine, worthip, diſcipline, and government; they check 
corruption and error; they preſerve perſons and 
chufches from rottenneſs, unſavourineſs, apoſtacy, and 
ruin; they preſerve nations from general profaneneſs, 
and deſolating ſtrokes. How iacorruptible and laſting 
their office! How calculate to prepare the redeemed for 


* 


) Zech. vi. 1.8. () 2 Cor. ix. 2. (% Song vii. 2. 
(4, Matth. v. 13- 


the 


es 


ts 


li. 18, (4) 2 Pet. ii. 1. Matth. Xxiv. 24- 


Of metaphors reſpecting falſe teachers, &c. 223 
the feaſt of their God ! How carefully. they ſearch mens 


wounds, for the healing thereof! Hence what an eye- 
ſore and trouble to the wicked and ſcandalous! But if by 
carnality, unholineſs, or ſloth, miniſters loſe their owa 
favour, none more hopeleſs; none more uſeleſs; none 
more ripe for eternal fire. d. aw Wl 

9. They reſemblescaRLET THREEDS (a), In them 
ſelves, how weak; frail; and inconſiderable! yet how 
comely.! How expoſed to trouble and perſecution! And 
is not the ſource, the ſubſtance, and end of their mini- 
ſtry, Chriſt, and him as bearing our guilt, and crucified 
for our crimes? 

Wherein they reſemble a human noſe eyes, lips, neck, 
breaſts, navel, feet, See chap, XI. No 2, 


"DO: Mc Be 
Of metaphors reſpecting falſe teathers and unfaithful 


. . 


miit/ters. 


I, Alſe teachers are repreſented as MESSENGERS 
and $PIRITS OF DEVILS (J). By Satan they 
are fent, excited, directed, and actuate. His honour 
and intereſt they promote and maintain. In filthineſs, 
ia pride, in malice, in ſlander of the ſaints, in active wa- 
ſting of the church, and in ruining mens ſouls, they imitate 
his example, | £0 bid 

2. They, chiefly ſome principal ones, are called Ax- 
TICHRISTS (c). In his perfon, his office, his righteouſ- 
neſs, his interceſſion, his inſtruction, his laws, his con- 
queſts, his government, and the end of his work; they 
oppoſe the Redeemer, 

3. They are repreſented, as FALSE PROPHETS and 
APOSTLES, and ſome of them as falſe Chriſts (d). Pre- 
tending a commiſſion from God, oft a diſtinguiſhed one, 
ſometimes to be the Meſſiah, they, in his name, publiſh 
their falſe doctrines; attempt to ere falſe churches ; 


(a) Song iv. 3. 0) 2 Cor. xi. rg. Rev. xvi. 14 (9 1 John 


claim 
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claim uncommon power; pretend diſtinguiſhed gifts ang 
grace; propheſy of future events; promiſe to themſelves 
and their followers liberty and peace, when ſwift de. 
ſtruction cometh upon them. 

4. They are repreſented as MuRDERERSs (a). By neg. 
lecting to warn the wicked of their evil ways, and to 
promote their repentance ; by falſe doctrines; by wicked 
example; and by unfaithful diſpenſing of divine ordinan- 
ces, they deftroy the cauſe and intereſt of truth; crucify 
Jeſus afreſh; and ruin the ſouls of men. 

5. They are repreſented as vpimys, and WHOR1$4H 
WOMEN (5). With the utmoſt impudence, craft, and 
carnal enticement, they decoy multitudes to go a who- 
ring from God and his ways, and todefile themſelves, /ul- 
filling the luſts of the fleſh and of the mind. 

6. They are repreſented as angry MOTHER'S chi- 
BREN, and OUTRAGEOUS WATCHMEN (c). Originally 
members of the church, but never born of God, they 
hate his true children, With their enſlaving errors and 

.will-worſhip, they go about to oppreſs and hinder them 

from their proper work. Sadly they harraſs and wound 
them, reproach their conduct, expoſe them to injury, and 
attempt to rob them of their all- covering vail, Chriſt and 
his righteouſneſs, 

7. They are repreſented as Chriſt's companions or 
rivals (d). Whatever love to, and connection with him, 
they pretend; heartily they hate him; ſet themſelves on 

a level with him; ſeek to undermine his intereſt, and 
deſpoil him of his ſubjects, his bride. Never, O Jeſus, 
permit me whoriſhly, and wickedly, to turn aſide by their 
numerous flocks. | | 

8. They are repreſented as THitves and Ros- 
BERS (e), Without any regular miſhon from Chriſt, or 
call from his people, how oft they ruſh» into the miniſte- 
rial function! How oft they rob the Redeemer of his 

due honour, as ruler, as prieſt, or prophet of his church ! 
How wickedly they rob the ſaints of their ſpiritual pri- 
vileges, and confer them upon others ! Rob men of their 


(a) Zech. xi. 5. (5) Rev. ii. 20. (c) Song i. 6. and v. 7. 
(4) Song i. 8. (e) John * 1. 
goſpel» 
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| goſpel· proviſion and attempt to ſell them into the ſlave · 


ry of Satan! 

9. They are called Decervers and SEDUCERS (a). 
Deceitfully they mingle the goſpel of Chriſt with their 
own inventions; and, thus corrupted, impoſe it upon 
their hearers for pure and genuine truth. Under high 
pretences to friendſhip, to piety, to peace, to knowledge, 
or zeal. they decoy men into corruption and error; and 
bring on themſelves and their followers ſudden deftruc- 
tion, 

10. They are repreſented as BLIND WATCHMEN; 
BLIND GUIDES (5). Deſtitute of the ſaving knowledge 
of [eſus, and his truth, they preſumptuouſly pretend to 
direct the pi inciples and practice of others; and with 
them fall into ſudden ruin. | 

11. They are repreſented as 1DOL SHEPHERDS (c). 


They are but the ſhadows and images of true and faith- 


ful miniſters. Their followers, they ſeduce into the pa- 
ſtures of vain imaginations, and paths of ſpiritual or groſs 
idolatry, and alienation from God | 

12. They are called yiRELINGS (4). Not from ge- 
nuine affection to Jeſus or his people, do they labour in 
the miniſtry; but to procure carnal favour, honour, 
pleaſure, or gain. And in times of perſecution” and 
trouble, how readily they deſert their flock, and the doc- 
trines of truth! | — 

13. They are repreſented as FOOLISH BUILDERS of 


hay and flubble (e). How light, empty, and worthleſs 
are the falſe doctrines, the corrupt practices; which, with 


great care, and- apparent ſkill, they eſtabliſh, preach, 


and promote, as if founded on the perſon and authority 


of Chriſt ! And how incapable to abide the trial of his 
word! 
14. They are repreſented as DAUBE RS with untemper- 


ed mortar (J). By their falſe and inconſiſtent tenets 


and conuct, they exert themſelves to confirm the wick- 
ed in their fin; in their dependence on ſelf righteouſ- 
neſs; and to ſhake, to raze, the hopes of the ſaints found · 
ed on Jeſus' promiſe, perſon, and blood. But ſpeedily 


(a) 2 Tim. iii. 13- (5) IC. Ivi. 10. (0 Zech xi. 17. 


% John x. 12. (e) 1 Cor. Ui. 12. (f) Eck. xii. * 
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ſhall their management be expoſed to their ſhame ; and 


iſſue in their, and their followers, everlaſting ruin, 


15. They are repreſented as CANAANITES and MER- 
CHANTS (a). Sprung from a curſed root, with what 
fraud and covetouſneſs, they, for caroal advantage, re- 
ject, corrupt, and miſapply the oracles of God!: To un- 
fit perſons, or in an improper form, how oft they dif- 
penfe his ſacred inſtitutions! How oft they pretend to 
confer fpiritual favours! And by other like methods 
unnumbered, deceive and ruin the ſouls of men ! 

16. They are compared to ROARING LIONS (b), With 
what boldneſs, fierceneſs, and cruelty, they roar out 
their errors and curſes; vent their perſecuting threaten. 
ings, and malice againſt the faithful! And fpread terror 
and deſtruction among men ! , 

17. They are called 'woLvts (c). Ah, how they 
love the darkneſs of ignorance ! Shun the light of God's 
word! What a terror to watchful, or walking ſaints! 
How greedily, cruelly, craftily, they deſtroy the church 
of God, and the ſpiritual lives and intereſts of men] 

18. They are called Foxes (4). How unclean; 


. , noiſome; abominable ! How ſubilely they ſhun the light 
of inſpiration or conviction! With what amazing greed, 


covetouſneſs, cruelty, and craft; with what ſhifts, e- 
vaſions, and ſelf-inconliſtencies, unnumbered, they, eſpe- 
cially in the night of perſecution, trouble, or carnal ſe- 
curity, ſpoil God's vineyard ! unſettle weak and young 


| profeſſors! ruin men's ſouls! and promote Satan's in- 


tereſts; till reſtrained by providence, checked by faith- 
ful cenſure, cut off by death! And ah, how oft proudly 
ſtupid under theſe checks 

19. They are repreſented as LAZ V, GREEDY, DUMB 
DOGS (e). Ho filthy; ready to return to the abomina- 
tions they once ſeemed to recant and abhor ! How ma- 
licious their enmity againſt Jeſus Chrift, his miniſters, 
and people! How ready to bite and devour the ſouls of 
men; to raiſe a noiſe of perſecution and reproach againſt 
the cauſe of God, and its adherents! How flothful in 
every thing truly good and expedient! How covetous 


(a) Zech. xiv- 21. 2 Pet. ii. z. (b) Ezek. xxii. 25. 
(s Matth. x. 16. (4) Song it. 15- (e) IC IVI. 16. 11. 
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of ſome carnal enjoyment ! How ready to hurt him, that 
putteth not into their mouth ! How negligent to reprove 


and warn the unruly! Nay, how ready to conceive at, 


and flatter them; chiefly if powerful and rich! 

20. They, chiefly the Antichriſtian, are likened to 
SCORPIONS (2). What diſtinguiſhed ſeed of the old 
ſerpent! How eaſily provoked to the moſt outrageous 
fury againſt God and his church ! With what pretences 
of piety and peace they vail and cover their error and 
wickedneſs! How ſubtlely ; how inceſſantly, they ſmite 
their oppoſers with the vileſt reproach ; the cruelleſt 
perſecution ; and the heavieſt cenſures! With what 
quickneſs and craft, they inſtil the poiſon of error and 
abomination into their followers ! And how divinely re- 
ſtrained from poiſoning and ruining the ſaints ! ie 

21. They, chiefly the Antichriſtian, are marked out 
by the LocusTs in the apocalyptic viſion of the fifth 
trumpet (5). From the infernal ſmoke of ignorance and 
error, they derive their origin. How quickly they mul- 
tiply and ſwarm! Unite under one head, the angel of 
the bottomleſs pit, the devil, and pope! How harmonious, 
courageous, and active, in ſpreading error and corrup- 
tion! How marked with outward grandeur ; with uſurp- 
ed authority; and ſuperſtitious reverence of the mob ! 
How noted their plauſible pretences to piety ; their af- 
fected courteſy ; their luſtful effeminacy; their fawn- 
ing flattery and ſmoothneſs; and their enticing of mul- 
titudes to ſpiritual whoredom ! How diſtinguiſhed their 
cruelty and fraud in deſtroying the ſouls, the bodies, 
and the eſtates of men! How breaſt-plated with hard- 
neſs of heart, ſearedneſs of conſcience, and with civil 
and eccleſiaſtic laws and immunities in their favour! 
And with what noiſy novelty, terror, curſes, perſecu- 
tions, anathemas, do they proceed in their infernal 
courſe, till the period aſſigned them of God, come to an 
end ! 

22. They are called Fxocs (c). How filthy their 
heart and life! How foolith their talking! How they 
delight to wallow in mires of abominations! And, eſpe- 


(a) Rev. * 3. 5. 6. (b) Rev. ix. 3. 79s. (c) Rev. 
Vi. 13. 2 Tim. iii. 6. 
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cially, amid ſummer ſhowers of fat benefices, to creep a. 


abroad; to infinuate themſelves into the families and 


hearts of men; into the chambers and ſecret councils of 
the great! | 

23. They are called zaRREN TREES, 'whoſe fruit 
ewithereth; trees twice dead, plucked up by the roots (a), 
However firm their outward ſecurities; however high 
their profeſſion and office; yet no good fruit of connected 
goſpel: truth, or genuine goſpel holineſs, do they ever 
produce. How quickly their apparently good docttines, 
labours, and followers, diſcover their naughtineſs! To 


what a terrible and hopeleſs condition their natural 


death in treſpaſſes and ins, with their voluntary and ob- 
ſtinate apoſtacy from God, reduce them! 

24. They are called WANDERING $TARS, fo whom 
#s reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever (b). With 
what a ſhining blaze of profeſſion, and of pretence to 
knowledge, piety, and zeal, they reſtleſsly move in the 


 firmament of the viſible church! And unceaſing, be- 


wilder themſelves and others, into the perplexed mazes 
of error, and dreary, hopeleſs ſtate of endleſs wo ! 

25. They are repreſented as FALLEN STARS ; as 
WORMWOOD, embittering the rivers and fountains of 
water (c). How many of them are originally ſound in 
the faith; but, by Satan's ſeductive temptations, are 
drawn away into grovelling apoſtacy and error, which 
is bitter to men at laſt; and embitters and poiſons to 
them, the promiſes and ordinances of the goſpel ! 

26. They are called cLouvs without water (d). 
How great their towering pride, and ſelf- conceit! How 
oft their power in the church is eminent! What dark- 
neſs, ignorance, error, and corruption, they produce on 


the earth! How unſettled their vain mind! How reſt— 


leſs their contentions! How ready to comply with every 
novelty; every temptation! Appearing full of refreſh- 
ing, fructifying influence, how infallibly they deceive 
ſuch as expect good from them! How inceflantly they 
forbode the ſtorms of God's wrath on churches and na- 


tions ! 


(a) Jude 12. 
(d) Jude 12. 


Ju de 13. (4 Rev. xii. 4. and vill. It 


27. They 


— 


27. They are called Racing wavzs of the ſea (a). 
What pride; what noiſy diſorder; frothy vanity; un- 


ſettledneſs; and ſierceneſs, abound with them ! How oft 


they threaten to carry all before them! How they foam 
out their ſhame; caſt forth their monſtrous doctrines, 
rain and ſhameful practices, and vile reproaches, againſt 
their oppoſers ! 

28. They are called weELLs without water (b). 
Whatever high pretences to piety, learning, or zeal they 
make; whatever ſweet and uſeful advantage they pro- 
miſe to their followers, there is nothing in them, but 
ſlimy, earthly-mindedneſs, miry filthy luſts, hurtful 
kends, errors, and vanity. 


C H:&4:P. XI, 
Of metaphors reſpeding the true church. 


1 HE church, in connection with her head, is 

called Cu is r (c). Jeſus is her head, huſ- 
band, and all in all. From his love, his blood, his in- 
tercefſion and Spirit, ſhe wholly proceeds. To him, as 
proprietor, ſhe wholly pertains. To his perſon is every 


true member unite, And to his honour do all her ſaints, 


her laws, her ordinances, and offices tend. 
2. She is compared to a HUMAN BODY, or WOMAN (4). 
She is unite to Jeſus as her Lord and head, whence her 


honour, her Jaws, her -ordinances, her nouriſhment and 


life are derived; She conſiſts of innumerable members, 
all cloſely connected with him, and with one another; 
who feel one another's affliction, ſympathize with one 
another's inſit mities, care for one another's welfare, and 
are in conſtant readineſs to ſerve one another. Gradual- 
ly the increaſes in ſtrength and extent; till ſhe attain the 
perfect ſtature of the glorified ſtate. Like a woman, to 
manifold weakneſs and trouble is ſhe ſubject on earth. 


(a) Jude 13. (5) 2 Pet. it. 17. r) 1 Cor. xii. 12- 
(1) Song i. 5 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. and iv. 1-5. and vi. 37. and 
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Chriſt himſelf being her head, her eyes, may ſignify her 
illuminating doctrines founded in him; or her miniſter, 
who rooted and grounded in him, ſignally adorn her ap- 
pearance, obſerve and direct her members, watch apain(} 
her enemies, expreſs her ſorrows, and pry into the my. 
ſteries of the goſpel, Her hair, may ſignify her con- 
verts, eſpecially young ones, who, however weak and 
eaſily toſſed, are by faith fixed in Chriſt ; like Jocks, 
knit to one another in love, and are an ornament and 
honour to Chriſt, and his church. Her ze, may te- 
preſent miniſters in their ſpiritual diſcerning and reliſh of 
divine things; in their expoſure to danger, and their 
watching againſt enemies; and who, while the church 
is ſound, are a pleaſant, refreſhing, and apple-like {a 
vour of Chriſt to others; and by them her breath iſſues 
forth, towards God, in prayer and praiſe. Or may not 
her noſe, ſignify her ſtately and majeſtic ordinances, au- 
ful to her enemies, ornamental and ſavoury to ſaints? 
Her temples, may ſignify her rulers, who, by humble 
and prudent management of her diſcipline and govern- 
ment, add to her comeſineſs. Her cheeks, may denote 
her whole outward and viſible appearance, Her ſcarlet 
lips, may repreſent preachers and their goſpel-miniſtra- 
tions, chiefly verſant about Jeſus Chriſt, as bearing, and 
crucified for, our iniquities. Her teeth, may denote mi- 
niſters as chewing, as meditating on, the bread of life, 
and rendering it fit for uſe to the very weakeſt members, 
Her neck, may repreſent them as immediately ſubject to 
Chriſt her head, as adorned with golden gifts and graces; 
and as the uſefu] means of exalting him, and con- 
veying nouriſhment from him to us: or it may denote 
the inſpired oracles, which, adorned with connected, du- 
Table, and precious doctrines, Jaws, and promiſes, unite 
us to Jeſus; and from his fulneſs convey breath and 
Douriſhment into our ſoul, May not her breaſts lignity 
her paſtures and teachers; her two inſpired teſta- 
ments of heaven; her two ſorts of ordinances, ordinary 
and ſolemn; her two ſacramental ſeals of the new cove - 
nant; which adorn her ſorm and appearance, and con- 
vey the ſincere milk of divine truth and goſpel-influence, 
to nouriſh the infantile children of God? May not her 
nadel denote miniſters, as placed in the midſt, in the _ 
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der cipal ſtation of the church; as mightily conducive to 
ters, her health and ſtrength ; and the diſtinguiſhed means of 


ap. nouriſhing her children in their ſpiritual formation? Her 
ainſt belly may ſignify the word and ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, 
my. wherein his choſen are divinely conceived and formed 
con. into new creatures: or it may ſignify her ſaints, which 
and are the ſubſtance in the midſt of her. May not the fein. 
ks, of ber thighs ſignify her curiouſly formed young converts, | 
and running im the ways of holineſs? Or may they denote 
re. ſound ſtandards; or the all- covering robes of righteouſ- 
h of nels * theſe mightily tend to promote her regular and 
heir comely management. May her feet, beautiful with ſhoes, 
ch denote her paſtors, as fixed in the faith of the goſpel, 
ſa · and boldly, readily, and beautifully running to and fro, 
Tues to publiſh it? or her private members, as well inſtructed, 
not and powerfully influenced by the glorious goſpel; and 
aW- readily running in the paths thereof? Her being black, 
ts ? but comely, faireſt among women, implies that, however 
ble deformed by hypocrites and perſecutions, yet, as order- 
00+ ed by, and conformed to Jeſus Chriſt, ſhe is truly beauti- 
ote ful and glorious, Her fleeping while her heart waketh, 
rlet implies all her members, except a few choice ones, 
ra- fallen into carnal ſecurity, and ſad ignorance. Her crown 
and of twelve ſtars, implies her open and honourable profeſ- 
mi- hon of the doctrines of the prophets and twelve apoſtles 


ife, of the Lamb. Her chains of gold, rows of jewels, borders 
ers. ef gold, and ſtuds of filver, may repreſent her various, 
to and well connected laws, doctrines, promiſes, ordinances, 
es; gifts, and graces, beſtowed upon her, by her huſband 
on- Chriſt, Her clothing of the ſun, ſigniſies him as her righ - 


ote teouſneſs, protector, and glory. Her vail taken from her 
ju- by outrageous watchmen, may ſignify her intrinſic power 
ite and government; her civil protection from the ſtate; or 
nd her uſeful doctrine of Jeſus* imputed righteouſneſs, - Her 
ify having the moon under her feet, implies her renouncing 
ta- Jewiſh ceremonies, and contemning eatthly cuſtoms and 
ry portions, 

ye» 3. The church is compared to a vixcix (a). How 
n- pure in her docttine! her ordinances! How abhorrent of 
ce, 


er (a) If. Ixii. 4 f. 
| U 2 whoriſh 
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whoriſh idolatry and will-worſhip ! How chaſte her ad. 
- herence to Chriſt and his law! How dearly beloved of 
him! and how comely in her order, offices, and inſtitu- 
tions! O virgin daughter, why haſt thou become to him 
as an whoriſh woman! 

4. She is likened to a wire (a). Solemnly is ſhe e- 
fpouſed to Chrift, by outward profeſhon, and by partici. 
pation of the ſacraments; and thus brought into fellow. 
ſhip with him, and a general intereſt in his perſon and 
benefits, Hereby, how highly exalted and ſecured againſt 
- total ruin! In her, his will is manifeſted ; and all her 
true members have ſpecial union and commuaion with 
him, And is it not the indiſpenſible duty of every one, to 
obey and pleaſe him in all things; to defire his preſence 
with her; and to be exceedingly grieved, when he is diſ- 
honoured and provoked ? 

5. She is compared to a MOTHER (5). Chriſt him- 
felf was born in her; became a member of her; and is 
by her crowned with numbers of converts, with unfa- 
ding honour, and endleſs praiſe. Married to him, and ob- 
taining his preſence in ordinances, ſhe, trayailing in birth by 
the painful labours of miniſters and others, brings forth a 
gen-ration of ſaints; nouriſhes them with the ncere 
milk of the word; inſtructs them in the ſound principles 
of truth: dearly ſhe loves, tenderly ſhe pities them, and 
the more as they reſemble Chriſt: their proper work ſhe 
aſſigns them; from danger ſhe defends tkem: highly ihe 
reckons herſelf honoured by their good behaviour ; by 
ſpiritual cenſure ſhe corrects them, when unruly, The 
Gertile world was long a b4rren woman. which brought 
forth no children to God; but now produces more than 
the Jewiſh, long the Lord's eſpouſed bride, The goſpel- 


church is a ee mother, freed from the law as a covenant, 


and from the yoke of ancient ceremonies: the travel: in 
pain by ſpiritual pains, and endurance of manifold trou- 
ble and perſecution: the man children brought forth by 
her, are Jeſus, with his honoured agent Conſtantine, the 
firſt Chriſtian emperor, and his other bold and reſolute 
faiats: theſe are caught up to God and ts bis throut; 
Chriſt exalted to his right hand; Conſtantine to the im- 


{) Jer. ii. 14. (4) Mic. v. 3. Gal. iv. 26, Rev. it. 2. 
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perial throne; the primitive ſaints to the celeſtial man- 
fions ; or ſpecially honoured and protected on earth, 
Satan and his agents, particularly the heathen empire of 
Rome, are the dragon, which waits to devour her chil- 
dren, and to perſecute herfelf, Her place divinely pro- 
vided for her in the wilderneſs, is her affli ted ſtate under 
Antichriſt, wherein God protects her for 1260 years, 

6. She is compared to an army with banners (a). 
Having private ſaints for her common ſoldiers, ſpiritual 
rulers for her officers, Chriſt for her Captain- general, his 
perſon, his truth, and love, for her banner, to gather, 
diſtinguiſh, direct, and encourage her bands, they, arm- 
ed with her graces and ordinances, reſiſt, conquer, and 
ſpread terror among her ſpiritual foes. 

7. She is repreſented as a NAT10N (5b), She is a du- 
rable, numerous, well regulate, protected, and enriched 
ſociety : Jeſus is her king; angels and miniſters, her 
guards: Jeſus' word is her hiſtory and laws; his new 
covenant and its bleſhngs are her inheritance; receiving 
out of his fulneſs, and improving it in holy exer- 
ciſes, is her trade; divine ordinances her houſes and tents. 
The ts armies to be ſeen in her, are hoſts of divine per- 
fections, and angelic ſpirits, ſtanding in her defence; 
hoſts of inward graces and luſts conflicting _inther-true 


members; and hoſts of zealous faints and untender by 


pocrites oppoſing one another. O when ſhall* a- natio/2 
be born at once! a little one become a /trong nation 


the righteous nation, that Keepeth' the. truth, enter int + 


to the heavenly Canaan ! | 

8. She is compared to a ciTY(c); Upon himſelf, as 
her foundation, hath Jeſus built her: curiouſly he form- 
ed her plan, and exactly he executes it: with the wall 
of his power, his pretection, and laws, he furrounds- 
her: all her regulations and cuſtoms he hath appointed: 
himſelf is her chief magiſtrate; her officers are his de- 
puties: what an innumerable company, that no map can 
number, are her inhabitants! how active; laborious; 
high fed; and richly clothed, are her true members! 
how diverſified, and rich theſe privileges, in which they: 
have all an equal, an everlaſting intereſt ! la freely re- 


(z) Song vii 4 (0) If. K. 21. (6) IC. xxvi 3, 
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ceiving the fulneſs of God, from the land that is af 75 
off, conſiſts her gainful trade: in the midſt of her, in m 
the channels of ordinances and promiſes, runs the all. 10 
adorning, all protecting refreſhful, cleanſing, healing, 

and commercial river of life: in her, Chrilt, hu Pp 
Father, and Spirit, reſide : he, his angels, and miniſters, h 
watch over and defend her; that the gates, the power I 
of hell, ſhall not prevail againſi her.—0 how much were fl 
it for her advantage, that her inhabitants tenderly lo- H 
ved and clave one to another, as her adverſaries daily be- m4 
ſiege her, by temptation and perſecution! But ah, while hy 
on earth, what a mixed multitude of treacherous hypo- 

crites, remain in her! h 


9. She is compared to a FAMILY or HOUSEHOLD (a), a1 
Separate from the reſt of the world, God is her father; h 
Chrift is her elder brother, glory, and manager; angels pt 

and church officers are her ſervants and (tewards. In her ſh 
are ſaints, young and old; weak and ſtrong: to each iz ſe 
divinely appointed his proper work, ſtation, and privilege; 
and how comely, when with order, harmony, {kill and H 
delight, they apply themſelves thereto ! Divinely are all al 
her members inſtructed, ap parelled, defended; and, on 
every proper occaſion called to worſhip their Gd. She el 
is like to a ami of ſervants: how orderly hired, ad- h 
mitted,” and connected, are, or ought her members to ti 
be! All of them are ſubject to Jeſus' authority. and en 
bound to advance his honour: to them, in very different 41 
degrees, he intruſts the talents and pounds of office, op- d. 
portunity, gifts, and graces, that they may occupy C 
therewith, till be come again: ſuch as improve them, al 
ſhall be proportionally honoured and rewarded : inch as fie 


do not, but, as it were hide them in a naptin, ſhall be fe 
ſelf condemned, and caſt into eternal ruin. How deeply th 
are all indebted to jeſus ! but fiading they have nothing he 
to pay, how ready ts he frankly 16. forgive them How ſo 
abſurd then for them to revenge petty injuries upon ni 


; one another! If he forgive me my ten thouſand talents, W 
| what torment, - what damnation 1 deſerve, if I refent on a 
my neighbour the petty wrong, bis tangue, or hand have W 

done me! I while my Lord delayeth his coming, I beat, 1 

reproach, unjuſtly cenſure, or perſecute my fellow ſer- to 

(e) Gal. vi. 10. NMatth. xxiv. 49. and xxv. 14. 30. 1 


vants, 


ſers 
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rants, ſhall not I have my portion with bypocrites; Pray, 
my ſoul, for this family of God; for they ſhall profper 
that love her. | | , 

10. She is compared to a DovE (a). How great her 
purity ! her Gimplicny ! her innocency! her comelineſs ! 
her chaſte affection towards Chriſt her head! how fingle 
her adherence to his truths and 'ordinances! How ſhe 
flies to him in diſtreſs, and mourns for his abſence ! 
How pleaſant the conſociation of her members ! How 
noted her frunfulnefs in young converts | How eminent 


- her weakneſs in herſelf; and her expolure to enemies ! 


11. She is compared to a THRESHING OX (S), 
her ſhall God ſubdue and break in pieces all her enemies; 
and render the whole earth ſervants to him, and to 
his Chriſt. Her iron horns, and hoofs of brafs, are the 
power, authority, courage, and vigour, wherewith he 
ſhall endue ber, and make her terrible to all her oppo- 


12. She is compared to a FLOCK of ſheepor goats (c). 
How great the uſetulneſs, purity, fruittuloeſs, unity, and 
affection of her true members! Of themſelves, how 
weak to oppoſe ! how unwatchful againſt; their ſpiritual 
enemies! How tenderly loved, cared for, protected, 
healed, led, and nouriſhed by Jeſus ! Ah! how oft infec- 
tion ſpreads among them! molt being readier to follow 
example than precept. How beneficial are good patterns! 
and how hurtful are bad! Her ews with young, are perſons 
diſtrefted in mind, and miniſters travailing in birth, till 
Chriſt be formed in mens hearts, Her lambs and (ide, 
are young converts, or profeflors, who are to be fed be- 
fides the ſhepherds tents of ordinances, She i8-Chri/t's 
flock ; all her true members, he chuſe, purchaſed, ga- 
thers, conquers, feeds, protects, and cares for: and 
how many rich favours do even her nominal profeſ- 
ſors receive from his hand ? She is one flock, wholly u- 
nite in her ohe head, Chriſt; 'a beautiful flock, adorned 
with his word, his ordinances, righteouſneſs and grace; 
a little flack, ſmall in compariton of the reſt of the 
world; a flock of Saughter, expoſed to fearful perſecu- 
tion and trouble. Her watering troughs, high mountains, 
to feed on, and green paſtures, are the lofty, the ever 
(a) Song i. rg. (5) Mic iv. 13. (c Ezck. xxxiv. XXXVi. 
XXVII. Song i. 7. & 
refreſhine 
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refreſhing, and delightful word, and ordinances of Chriſt. 
Her /till waters, are the deeps of his everlaſting love, and 
divine influence, which run in the channels, and amon 
the hills of divine ordinances. Her fold, is church fel. 
lowſhip, divine ordinances; and gracious communion 
with himſelf, The /oot/teps of the flock, are the pattern of 
former ſaints; or the ordinances they walk in. 

13. She is compared to an OLIVE TREE (a), How 
perpetual her verdure and ſap'! How good and abun» 
dant her fruit! How delightful her ſpiritual comelineſs, 
grace, light; and the peace with God, with conſcience, 
with creatures, which is exhibited and enjoyed in her ! 

14. She is crmpared to a vIxE (6). Planted, pruned, 
watered, and preſerved by jeſus' power, ſhe, in her- 
ſelf contemptible, weak, and uſeleſs, in him abounds 
with ſpiritual ſap of divine truths and influences, ſpreads 
in the world, and brings forth the well joined, the uſeful, 
and refreſhing fruits of holy men, of ſpiritual graces 
and good works, to the praiſe and glory of God! And 
ah! how theſe particular aſſemblies and members which 
remain unfruitful, diſhonour God, provoke his wrath, 
and haſten their own diſgrace and ruin! 

. 15. She reſembles a BUSH BURNYNG, and not conſu- 
med (c) To carnal men, ſhe appears inſignificant and 
contemptible : in this world, ſhe is ordinarily low and ex- 
, Poſed to afffictions: to ſuch birds of mankind, as flee to 
the Lord Jeſus, and ſing to his praiſe, ſhe is the common 
receptacle: notwithſtanding of, nay often in, the fierieſt 
trials and perſecutions, ſhe flouriſheth with holy perſons, 
graces, and exerciſes; painfully, though innocently, 
ſhe pricks, and plagues theſe, who injure her. 

16. She is compared to a LILY (d). How comely 
and uſeful in her author, her laws, ordinances, and real 
members! Though weak in herſelf, how rooted in 
Chriſt ! How glorious and great in him, as her head! 
How fruitful in the production of ſaints! How high and 
heavenly her nature and tendency! To what heights of 
perfection {hall ſhe attain! How delightful and diffuſive her: 
ſavour, when the fulne/s of the Gentiles RO come in, and 


(9) Hoſ. xiv. 7. Rom. xi. 17. (1) Hoſuxiy. 7-- (c Exod. ĩli- 
1.6. (7) Song li. 2. | 


the 
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the whole earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord! 
And though now among thorns, expoſed to troubles and 
evil men; yet how quickly to be tranſplanted to the ce- 
leitial paradiſe of God! 

17. Sbe is called the FULNEss oF CRS (2). Her 


true members are his myſtical body, through which he be- 


comes a complete mediatorial head and huſband, and 
in whom he fully manifeſts his mercy, kindneſs, aud 
loye, Surpriſing! am I for ever to have Jeſus for my 
ſolneſs! and to be the ſulneſs of him, who filleth all 
in all ! 

18. She is called neaven (5), She is the gate of 
entrance to heaven, In her, God and his holy people 
reſide; and the latter are fitted for the paradiſe above, 
Her laws, ordinances, and privileges, are of a heavenly 
origin, nature, and tendency, Chriſt and his oracles are 
her /un; his inſtituted ordinances her moon ; HE, her 
nerning Har; miniſters and ſaints, her connected con- 
ſtellations. | 

19. She is compared to the sux (c). How conſtant 
and abiding ! the gates of hell cannot prevail againſt her, 
ia her, how delightfully the wonders and mylteries of 
God are diſplayed ! How glorious her ſpiritual appear» 
ance! Nor is any ſaving light communicate to the 
world, but by her means! Her complex frame- is clo- 
thed with the laws and ordinances. of Jeſus, the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ; and her true members with his righteouſ- 
neſs and grace. | 

20. She is compared to the oon (4), From Jeſus 
ſhe receives all her light of inſpiration, ordinances, and 
grace, Amid various changes of outward circumſtan- 
ces, amid unnumbered ſpots and imperſections, the, 


during the night of time, communicates the light of life 
to our darkened earth. How marvellous her influence. 


upon the. riſe and fall of nations, in the 8A of this 
world! As Jeſus' face ſhinet upon her, ſo is the mea» 
ſure of her light: but when carnal ſchemes and politics 
interpoſe between her and him; how is her glory eclip- 
ſed ! how many witneſs her ſhame ! "at 


(a) Eph. i. 23. (6) Rey. viii. 1. and xi. 12. 1 and xiv. 6. 
(cd) Soug vi. to. : | . 
21. She 


„ 
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21. She reſembles the MorxiINnG (a). How pleaſant 
and refreſhful, though imperfect, her light! How gra. 
dually, from the beginning to the end of time, ſhalt it 
increaſe, till it iſſue in the noon-tide blaze of endleſs 
brightneſs! But, my ſoul, did not the church /ook forth 
as the MORNING, in the patriarchal age? Did ſhe not 
appear fair as the moon, when clothed with the nume- 
rous moon: ruled and fading ceremonies of the Jewiſh dif. 
penſation? Did ſhe not in the apoſtolic; and ſhall ſhe 
not in the millennia}, and the eternal period, appear 
clear as the s un? 

22. She reſembles a sh (b), How curiouſly built 
and furniſhed by Chriſt, for conveying his people through 
the ſea of this world, and of manifold troubles, to the 
haven of glory! How ſkilfully to be directed and ma- 
naged, according to the compaſs of inſpiration! How 
neceſſarily influenced, by the gales of divine influence 
Ah, how oft bewildered with the miſts of deluſion ; and 
toſſed with waves and ſtorms of perſecution, diviſion, 
temptation, and trouble! What numbers, once enter- 
ed by a ſormal profefhon, are ſhaken out of her, by 
ſtorms and death! Nor do any, but God's choſen and 
ſanctiſied ones, by her means, arrive ſafe at the heaven- 
ly harbour. | 
23. She is compared to a ntT.(c). How mean her 
materials! but how curioufly conne&ed her members, 
ordinances, and forms! With what labour and ſkill, je- 
ſus and his agents caſt her into the ſea of this world, to 
catch and draw men to himfelf! And how oft they re- 
move her from one place to another! What multitudes 

are ſometimes, by his direction, therein apprehended ! 
ſome of whom are real ſaints, good f/hes ; others hypo- 
critical and bad! Quickly, in the laſt judgment, ſhall 
. ſhe be drawn to the ſhore of the eternal ſtate; where 
the good ſhall be gathered to Feſus' manſions; and 7he 
bad thrown away imo the furnace of his wrath. 


24. She reſembles Solomon's cyariom of the word of 


Lebanon (d). Of men rendered precious, fragrant, 
ſtrong, comely, and durable, by his grace, bath our glo- 


% Song vi. xo. (% IC. liv. 11. (0 Matth. xiit. 47.»-50- 
{) Song iii. 9. 10. | 
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rious King Jeſus, our Prince of peace, formed her. Mi- 
niſters ſhining in uſeful gifts and grace are her ver pil- 
lars. The excellent, glorious, and everlaſting perſon 
of Chriſt, is her bottom of gold. Her covering of purple, 
implies her being waſhed in his blood, clothed: with his 
righteouſneſs, royally dignified by his kindneſs, and ex- 
poſed to bloody ſuffering for his ſake. Her being paved 
with love, implies, that his love is in her exhibited and 


applied; and that his people walk in love towards him, 


and towards one another, 

25. She reſembles the wu ELS in Ezekiel 's viſion (a). 
How great her excellency and uſefulneſs ! how noted 
her moveableneſs from place to place! Through mens 
oppoſition, what a noiſe do her motions make in the 
world! May not the roundneſ7'import her perfection in 
her kind? the four faces imply knowledge, heavenli- 
neſs, courage, and patience, in labour? the dreadful 
height of their rings, denote majeſty, extent, and awful- 
— to oppoſers? May not their colour of the ſea ar 
beryl, mark out her fluctuating condition upon earth; 
and the excellency and beauty of her true members? 
their not turning as they went, repreſent her progreſs 
towards perfection, and the gracious perſeverance and 
growth of her ſaints? their appearance as a wheel 
within a wheel, imply her curious ſtructure, with re- 
ſpect to the particular worſhipping aſſemblies compre- 
hended in her? May not the crying to the wheels im- 
puY the neceſſary awakening and exciting of the church, 
y the word and Spirit of God? and the moving of the 
wheels by the Spirit of the living creatures, imply, that 
the churches muſt be animate to their progreſſive work, 
by the zealous diligence of miniſters, and the influence 
of the divine Spirit, who is in them? 

26. She is called a SPRING $4UT UP; a FOUNTAIN 
SEALED (6), How remarkably is ſhe oft protected of 
God! Graciouſly ſeparate, and preſerved for him, as 
his hidden ones, and peculiar property, are all her true 
members. Safely repoſited and ſecured in her, are her 
inſpired oracles, divine ordinances, and valuable bleſſ- 


0) Ezck. i. 0 Song in 12. 


ings, 
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and IX v. 10. (c) Dan. ii. 34. 35+ 
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ings. Nor are they beſtowed on, or made known to the 
reſt of the world, ; | 

27. She is compared to a MOUNTAIN Or HILL (a). 
How immoveably rooted in Chriſt ! How impoſſible to de- 
ſtroy her! How diſtinguiſhed her exceHency ! How ama- 
Zing her height, and extenſive her proſpect, into divine, 
deep, and diſtant things! With what contempt do her 
faints overlook every thing without, as low and trifling | 
In her, ſpring the inſtituted wells of ſalvation, and runs 
the river of life, In her, grow God's choſen plant, 
trees of rigteouſneſ; and life, and fruitful vines. In her, he 
is worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. In her, how richly 
feed his ranſomed flock, on the paſtures of goſpel-ordi- 
nances | How ſafely preſerved and ſheltered by the Rock 
of ages ! She is a mountain of myrrh, and hill of frankin- 
cenſe ; mountains of ſpices, How fragrant, precious, purity» 
ing, and perfuming, the virtue of her ordinances, bleſſings, 
graces, and good works! How Jeſus delights in her! 
and beſtows on her true members, ſweet communion 


with himſelf ! 


28. She is compared to CakmMEL; LEBANON; ard 
SHARON (5). In her js Jeſus, the free of life; and his 
Spirit, the water of liſe. In her, the Rock of ſalvation, 
the Roſe of Sharon, and Lily of the valley, is enjoyed, 
What fragrant and laſting verdure ; what pleaſant paſture, 
amiable proſpect, and delighttul reſt, he, in her, creates 
for the fouls of men! In her, what plants of God; 
what flowers of grace, ſmell ſweetly, bloſſom, and bring 
forth fruit! 

29. She is a LITTLE STONE. cut out of the mountain 
without hands, which breaks to pieces the kingdoms of ile 
world, and becomes @ great mountain, filling the ewholt 
earth (c). Chriſt her Head, in his manhood, was formed 
by the tranſcendent power of the Holy Ghoſt. Wender- 


fully, not by human force is ſhe raiſed up in the world, 


By the ſovereign power. and free grace of God, are her 
true members digged from their natural ſtate, and 
brought from among the reſidue of mankind. Implored 
by her fervent prayers, ſhall the righteous Lord bring 
terrible deſtruction upon her oppoſers. When wealthielt 


(a) If. xxv. 6. Song iv. 6. and viii. 14 (7) I. xXXV. 2. 
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empires are overturned, ſhe, however ſmall and deſpi- 
ſed, ſhall continue; and gain ground by their ruin. In 
the laſt days, when the Chaldean, Perſian, Grecian, 
Roman, and Tartarian empires, are no more ; ſhall ſhe 
extend to all the kingdoms of the earth; and, in her 
lofty ordinances, ſhall all fleſh ſee the ſalvation of God. 

zo. She is compared to-& GARDEN; ORCHARD; 
VINEYARD (a). At infinite expence of love, of power 
and blood, Jeſus purchaſed her from the juſtice of God, 
The heart of her choſen members he plows up; removes 
their ſtony hardneſs; and every other bar in his way. 
Regularly he plants her with his ſaints, his ordinances 
and grace, By the hedge of government and diſcipline, 
he defends and ſeparates her from the reſt of the world, 
By the ſhining of his countenance, and application of his 
love, ke warms and nouriſhes her. With the river, the 
rain, the dew of his word and Spirit, he waters her e- 
very moment. With his truths and bleſſings, he fatteis 
her. By his angels, his miniſters, his providence, he 
watches over, and keeps her night and day, leſt any hart 
her. How dear is ſhe to him! and how he delights to 
walk therein! What officers and members he hires to 
labour in her! No ſeed, but that of his word, he al- 
lows to be caſt into her. None, but the choice ſeed of 
his ſaints, he allows acceſs to her ſealing ordinances. 
By a faithful adminiſtration of his inſtitutions, and by 
manifold perſecutions and afflictions, he weeds and 
prunes off her corruptions. Every plant or member 4s 
required to bring forth much fruit, And to what diſtreſs, 
ſpiritual drought, - and everlaſting danger, does thcir 
want of it expoſe them! How oft, for cumbering h.s 
ground, for living unprofitably and wickedly in bis 
church, doth he cut down. profeſſors, and caſt them into 
endleſs fire! How oft, for ſpiritual barrenneſs, and 
noxious corruptions, he unhinges particular churches ! 
takes away their hedge of protection and government! 
gives them up to Heatheniſh, and other abominations 
and ſuffers the wild beaſts of wicked men to waſte and 
deform them at pleaſure! Nowhere are ſuch noxious 


(a) If. v. 1.5. Song iv. 13. 14. and viii. 11-13. If. xxvii 
2 3. Matth. XX. 1.16. and xxi. 3344. 
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weeds, ſuch corruptions produced, as in an uncultivate 
church. How quickly the nettles and briers of hereſies, 
hateful practices, and wicked men, cover her face, and 
render ber a lodging of Satan, and his ſerpentine ſeed! 
The church is indeed ſmaller, but more uſeful than all 
the reſt of the world. For like a vineyard of red wine, 
amid bloody perſecutions, ſhe produces perſons and 
works, which cheer the heart of God and man; like an 
orchard of pomegranates, ſpikenard, and all the chief 


242 


ſpices, ſhe produces ſaints unnumbered, precious, ſavou- 


ry, uſeful, and in attainments and conditions, very di- 
verſiſied. Theſe bring forth the ſpices and fruits of ho- 
ly graces and good works, rich, fragrant, and medici. 
nal, The keepers and husbandmen to whom Chriſt lets 
out his vineyard, are her officers, who are io cultivate 
her, and return him proper revenues of honour for the 


. talents, opportunities, and charge aſſigned them. Hoy 


miſerably did God deſtroy the Jewiſh keepers, who abu- 
fed his prophets and ſervants, and murdered his Son; 
and gave the vineyard to the Gentiles! Chriſt's having 


her at Baol- Hamon imports, that now the acceſs to heris 


large; and multitudes enter. His having a thouſand, 


and the keepers two hundred, implies, that he is to have 
the chief glory; and his miniſters their reſpective ſubſilt- 


ence ard honour, His hiring /abourers to work in het 
at the third, the fixth, the ninth, and elzventh hour, 


implies, that in different ages of the world, as the ps. 


triarchal, ceremonial, apoſtolic, and millennial; and in 
very different ſeaſons of life, are his choſen converted, 
and made to labour in his work; and at the end, hall 


"all of them receive the penny, the enriching, the gra: 


cious, reward of eternal life, From her various wor- 
ſhipping aſſembli-s ſhe is ſometimes repreſented as gar. 
ae or vineyards, 

31. She is compared to a $0WN FIELD (a), Jeſus, 
her proprietor, ſows her with the good ſeed of his word, 
Some of it falls on hearers, ſtupid, careleſs, and expo 
liog themſelves to every temptation, as a way- fide ; and 
by Satan and his agents is quickly deyoured and ſaatet: 
ed from their memory and affsction. Some of it fall 


Matth. %ii'c 1.58, 24 30. 
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upon hearers hard in heart as forty ground; who, though 
at firſt they receive it with joy and affection, and ſeem 
to commence a flouriſhing profeſhon and practice, yet 
ſcorched by perſecution or trouble, they quickly wither, 
Some of it falls upon earnal worldlings, whoſe thorns, 
whoſe earthly cares and luſts, choak and render it un- 
fruitful. Some of it falls upon renewed hearts, who, 
in very different degrees, bring forth fruit unto God. 
la her grow up the good wheat, the ſamts ſown by Je- 
ſas Chriſt; and the fares, bypocrites, and ſeducers, 
ſawn by Satan in the night of ignorance, indifferency, 


| trouble, or time, Nor men, nor angels, can, or are 


now divinely warranted, fully to ſeparate the fares from 
the wheat, But at the laſt judgment, a full, a final ſe- 
paration ſhall be effected; the ſaints gathered into God's 
heavenly ſtorehouſe, and the wicked caſt iato unquench» 
able ſire. 

32. She is compared to a TaRESHING FLOOR (a). 
Here the corn of precious ſaints, and the chaff of hypo- 
critic diſſemblers are mingled together in her; nay, the 
corn of grace and chaff of corruption cleave cloſe to one 
another; and by threſhing influences, troubles, and per- 
ſecutions, her ordinary attendants, mult. the chati oe 
gradually ſeparate from the wheat, In her, how quick- 
ly one generation paſſeth away, and another cometh in 
their ſtead ! Bleſſed Boaz, it is thine to lodge on this 
thy foor, which thou haſt choſen, purchaſed, and prepa- 
red, It is thine to purge it with the fan of thy word, 
of thine influence, and of ſtormy providences, What 
chaffy multitudes of rebellious Jews, and apoſtate Chri- 
ftians, have thy "fanning judgmeants- hurried into fearful 
wo! What millions ſhall thy trying procedure at the 
laſt day blow into endleſs ruin! Be thou, my ſoul, ſo- 
lid grain, that no trouble, nor death, nor the eternal 
nen, may blow me away from Chriſt and his 
ants, 

33. The goſpel-church reſembles the 1n#yzzITANCE 
OF ISRAEL, in Ezekiel's viſion (6). All her borders 
are exactly circumſcribed in the purpoſe, the covenant, 


* 


(4) Mutth in. 12. ö) Ezek. xlviic and Avill, and Av. and 
Yi, 
X 2 and 
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and word of God. In her the true Iſraelites, his choſen 4a 
people, reſide. How noted the regularity and harmony his 
of their reſpective ſtations and conditions! How oft do Ml ſaj 
Danites, diſtinguiſhed and early finners, become the fir}, nif 
and the moſt highly privileged ſaints ! What equal acceſ 2 
for Jews and Gentiles to her fellowſhip ! What ſhares of tw 
common gifts and grace, ſojourning hypocrites often me 
obtain! How regularly is their proper work, proviſion, Wl #: 
and honour, aſſigned to her officers, her prieſts, and Le. Wh 1: 
vites! With what equity do, or ſhall thoſe rulers execute lig 
her government and laws! How active and ſucceſsful WM r2 
ſhall they be as fibers of men in the dead ſea of this WM 
world! How glorious her watering and fruQifying WM Ct 
- truths, inſtitutions, and influences, which, iſſuing fron WM #7 
the temple, and through the death of Jeſus our Lord, WI Ge 
do, in diſſerent periods, gradually increaſe, and on eve- Wh an 
ry hand produce multitudes of trees, of lively, flouriſh ne 
ing, and fruitful ſaints! How deplorable their end, who ſc: 
reap no benefit thereby ! They ſhall be curſed into ſour- be 
neſs, into barrenneſs, and endleſs wo! Tn her how high dv 
the honour ; how abundant the portion of her prince and tic 
Mediator; at whoſe expence, her feaſts, her ordinan- bo 

ces, are obſerved! In midſt of her, dwells Jenovan, 
and ſhares the centrical portion, the ſupreme honour and wi 
glory of all. | ro 
34. She, eſpecially in the latter days, reſembles the lo 
NEW JERUSALEM in John and Ezekiel's viſions (a), es 
Her deſcending from God out of heaven, marks her hea: lit 
venly, her divine erection, nature, and tendency. Her Wl af. 
fitnation on the ſouth /ide of an hill, may denote her free · 91 
dom from the chilling blaſts of perſecution and trouble; I 0 
and her eminent enjoyment of the influences of her all- 2 
warming Sun of righteouſneſs, Her appearance as a W "© 
ſaſper one, imports her purity and comelineſs. Her — 
] 


high wall round about, is her divinely preſcribed laws 
and government; and her divinely beſtowed ſalvation and 
protection from wo. Her twelve gates of pearl, three to- 4: 
wards each airth, mark out Jeſus as equally acceſſible to {ta 
ſinners from every end of the earth, Her twelve ſoun - "2 


(Rev. xxi. and xxii. 1. 2- Eck. xl. 2. and xlviii, 39. te 
35. | 


dation! 
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lations of different preciaut ſtonet, repreſent him, and 
his glorious truths, declared by his apoſtles, as ſuited to 
ſupport ſinners in every caſe, Her faurſquare form, (ig+ 
nifies her ſtability, comelineſs, and order, Her bꝛiag 
eighteen thouſand meaſures round about, and having 
twelve thouſand furlongs on every feds, import her nu- 
merous members, and valt extent. Her having us temple 


in her, denotes the aboliſhnent of the Jewiſh cerem9o- 


nies, Her having no n2ed of the ſun, the moon, or the 
light of a candle, ſignifies her having no need of t2np3- 
ral power, worldly pomp, and dim ceremonies. Her 
river of life in the midſt, is the goſpel and Spirit of 
Chriſt, Her tree of life is himſelf, Her ſtreets and 
brzad ways are his ordinances. Her /ig4t is the Lord 
God and the Lamb, Into her hill maltitudes come, 
and obtain divine light, knowledge, joy, and happ:- 
neſs ; and from her ſpecial fellowſhip, ſhall wicked and 
ſcandalous perſons, be carefully ſecluded : and this ſhatf 
be her name, her renown, the Lord 13 THERE; there 
divine perſons delightfally reſide; there divine petfec- 
tions are ſignally diſplayed, and divine gifts and graces 
bountifally conferred, 
35. She, eſpecially ia the latter days, correſponds 
with the TEMPLE in Ezekiel's viſion (a). How ſur- 
rounded with the ſtrong wall of divine perfections, of 
love, and power! of ſalvation and government ! How 
exactly every thing in her is ne “rufe according to the 
line and reed of God's purpoſe and word! Its ftairs of 
aſcent at the threſholds, ſigaify our gradual increaſe in 
gifts and grace; and our gradual entrance into the vi- 
ſible and inviſible church, and to'fellowſhip with God; 
and the various means of obtaining it. The court may 
repreſent the church as vifible ; the /an@zary, in her in- 
vitble ſtate, or the outward court, may lignify her vi- 
ſible, and the inner court her inviſible (tate. The 
ſantuary her eminent fellowſhip with God in Chriſt, 
And the ſeparate building at the welt end, the eternal 
ſtate of glory, which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard; 
nor hath it entered into th: heart of men to conceive of, 
The fide- chambers of the temple and court, may ſignify 


(a) Ez:k. xl. to X'1Vs 
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particular churches, worſhipping aſſemblies, and inſtitu- 
ted ordinances, where Jeſus reſides, and reveals his my- 
Heries; protects and allows intimate fellowſhip to his 
reople. The enlarging of the upper flories of ſeme of 
theſe chambers, by their jutling into the principal wall, 
implies, that the more holy, heavenly, and dependent 
vpon God, churches and perſons are, in attending ordi- 
nances, the more extenſive is their goſpel-liberty. The 
prieſts chambers in the outward court towards the notth, 
may mark their diſtin functions in the church; or the 
Proteſtant churches in Europe and North America, 
Their narrowing as they aſcended, implies their being 
the more expoſed to perſecution, according to their e- 
minency; or that in the Proteſtam churches there ſhall 
be great decays, as to number and quality; and that in 
the ſecond, and eſpecially the third age after the Re- 
formation, few eminent members or miniſters ſhall be 
therein found, The void places between and before th: 
chambers, may repreſent the abundant acceſs there is to 
Chriſtian churches and ordinances ; the light, liberty, and 
wholeſome air of influence there enjoyed; and that our 
whole life is to be an improving of ordinances paſt, and a 
preparation. for theſe in view. The egual fize of the 
chambers, exhibits the equal privileges, power, and au- 
mhority of churches and miniſters; and the ſubſtantial 
identity of ordinances, The poſts and pillars in this 
temple, may repreſent fundamental truths, evangelic 
» promiſes, faithful miniſters, and zealous ſaints; which 
eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen the church. Cherubim, and: 
falm-trees. alternately mixed, may repreſent miniſters 
and ſaints attended by. angels; and all prying into the 
myſteries of redemption, flying in. the attive ſervice of 
God, or patiently beating loads of labour and trouble, 
and obtaining victory aver ſpiritual enemies. The four 
dations and pavement; may repreſent Chriſt, and his in- 
ſpired- oracles, as, the foundation of the church, and of 
every true member, grace, and good work therein. The 
large gates, doors, and porches, ſignify. Chriſt. as the 
means of qur abundant acceſs to God. But the porch of 
rie [ax tuary may exhibit him as a ſupporter, hiding- 
place, and houſe of prayer, for his people: and the ap- 
propristion of the eaſt gate to the prince. alone, may 1 

Dl), 
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nify, that he alone approaches ſtraight forward to God, 
by his own merit; and is the Head of the church, who 
may go in and out from his people and ordinances, as he 
pleaſeth. The windows may repreſent miniſters and or- 
dinances, by whoſe means we ſhare the light and air of 
life. The identity of things and meaſures on various 
Ades, exhibits the identity of Chriſt, and his word and 
ordinances; and the fimilarity of his people in every part 
of the world. The altar of burnt-offering,- repreſents 
Jeſus in his all-purchaſing blood and righteouſneſs, That 
of incenſe repreſents him in his all- procuring interceſ- 
fon, The chamber for waſhing the ſacrifices, may de- 
note the ordinance e#-baptiſm, wherein the ſaints, theſe 
ſpiritual oblations, are waſhed in the blood and Spirit of 
the Lamb. The eight tables of bewn ſtone, with the 
knives 6n them, may fignify the divinely appointed, the 
ſtanding, and oft diſpenſed ſacrament of the ſupper, 
wherein Chriſt crucified, and our fins the cauſe of his 
death, are affectingly preſented to our ſpiritual view. 
And may not the f:/þ-hoaks denote the promiſes and or- 
dinances of the goſpel, as exhibiting and bringing near 
to us, our crueißed Redeemer? May not the /angers 
and Levites ſignify true Chriſtians, who rejoice in, bleſs 
the Lord, and labour in his ſervice? May not the prieſts 
ſignify minifters, who preſent Chriſt to us; and ſaints, who 
by faith preſent him to. God, and ſurrender themſelves to 
his ſervice? May not the fue hundred reeds of meaſure 
on every fide of the court, ſignify the extent of the church 
in the latter day; and the conſiderable diſtinction to be 
kept up between her and the world? Does not the awhole 
limit thereof round about, being moſt holy, import, that 
all her ordinances are holy and ſpiritual, not ceremonial. 
and carnal ; and that holineſs ought to be the ſhining 
quality of every member in her? 

36. She is compared to an HOUSE or PALACE (a). 
Curiouſly Jeſus contrived her whole form. Upon his 
own perſon, word, and righteouſneſs, he lays her foun- 
dation, With his choſen, his lively, and precious 
ſtones, hewn out of the dark quarry of nature, by his. 
Spirit; quickened, formed, and poliſhed by his grace; 


e Prov. ix. 1.—5. IC liv. 11. 12. Rev. iv. 6. and xv. 2. 


and. 
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and cemented; together by himſelf, his love, his blood, 
and ordinances; he rears her up. With ſacred: ſtatutes, 
witty proviſion of goſpel- truth, with unſearchable bleſſ- 
ings, he richly furniſhes. her. What 4 place is ſhe of 
ſecrecy, ſafety, reſt, devotion, and ſpiritual feaſting 
To prevent her decay and ruin, how frequently is ſhe 
repaired with new generations of ſaints, and ſupplies oſ 
grace! Her being founded on the tops of the mountains, 
and exalted above the hills, implies, that, remaining for 
ever founded on jeſus Chriſt, the Rock of ſalvation, ſhe 
ſhalb be moſt firmly and conſpicuouſly ſettled in the 
world, that multitudes may flow unto her. Her /oun- 
dation of ſapphires, is Chriſt, infinitely pure, precious, 
glorious, and durable; and his truths, Her pavement 
_ of fair-coloured ſtoner, is him as the all- glorious founda- 
tion of our holy walk; or, it is faints of the loweſt order 
beautiſied in him. Her windows of agates, may fignify 
painful and ſucceſsful miniſters, who convey light and 
knowledge to her, from her glorious Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs, and of inſpiration, Her dvors and gates of car- 
buncles, are Jeſus in his awful authority, fiery fuffer- | 
ings, and glorious exaltation, as the means of our acceſs 
to God; or they are a love-working and zeal-inflaming 
faith, whereby wejoin ourſelves to him and his church : 
and may they not alfo repreſent the zealous endeavours 
of miniſters to try perſons, and admit to ſealing ordi- 
nances only ſuch as are viſibly ſaints, and faithful? 
Her borders of pleaſant ſtones, are her. precious, her 
comely, well fixed, and durable faints, ordinances, 
diſcipline, and government, Her cedar beams and pil- 
lars, are the fragrant, firm, and laſting miniſters, faints, 
promiſes, and ordinances, whereby the is adorned and 
ſupported. Her rafters and galleries of fir, are her 
ſhadowy, refreſhful, and comely ordinances of divine 
grace, wherein we apprehend, retain, and walk with 
Chrift, Her chambers repreſent her ordinances as the 
means of ſecret, ſweet, and ſatisfying communion with 
Chriſt; and of his bleſſing us with his peculiar protection 
and preſence. Her wine-cellar, banqueting-houſe, and bed, 
are the ſcriptures, the covenant of grace, and eſpecial 
fellowſhip with Chriſt ; by which we are ſweetly retreſh- 
ed, ſtrengthened, ſatisfied, delighted, inſtructed, and Y 
| rendered 
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rendered fruitful in good works, Her table is the ordi- 
nances of God, whereon his fulneſs is exhibited to us. 
Her throne of grace, is Jeſus, as the fulfiller of all righ- 
teouſneſs, in whom God is for ever well-pleaſed and 
reſts. The ſea of glaſs before the throne, mingled with 


fire, on which the ſaints for ever ſtand, and are bold be- 


fore God, is Jeſus all- cleanſing, a!l-ſapporting. blood, 
as flowing from his flaming love, and applied by his Spi- 
rit of burning ; or it is the goſpel applied by the Spirit 
to our conſcience, for encouraging us to bold appearan- 
ces, and ſupplications before God. 

27. She is compared to an iu (a), Foraccommoda- 
ting and refreſhing the people of God in their heavenly 
journey, is ſhe erected. In her, are miniſters appointed 
to wait on the travelling ſaints, and afford them medi- 
cine, milk, or ſtrong meat, as their caſe requires. Are 
not the two inſpired Teſtaments; are not miniſterial 
gifts and graces, the t. pence beſtowed by our kind Sa- 
maritan upon theſe 54 on earth, for the aſſiſtance of 
his people? And is not everlaſting glory their addition- 
al reward? Beware, my ſoul, of reſting ia ordinances 
or attainments; but haſten forward to thy long home, 
the better country above. 

38. She reſembles a AUER and BANQUE TING= 
HousE (6). How richly furniſhed with every thiog 
comely and uſeful! with all the nouriſhing fulneſs of 
God! In her, how ſweetly Jeſus manifeſts himſelf to 
his people ! feaſts them with his goodneſs ! allows them 
his intimate fellowſhip ! reveals to them his ſecrets ! and 
protects them from their foes ! 

39. She reſembles a GREEN and WELL: GUARDED 
BED (c), What ſweet communion have the ſaints here 
with Chriſt, and with one another! How ſweetly here 
he dwells, and reſts in his love! With what amazing 
pleaſure he here declares it to us, and makes us to enjoy 
its endearing fruits! Is it not here, that faints and gra- 
ces are begotten ; are born; are nouriſhed ; and appear 
with conſtant verdure, glory, and freſhneſs ! What armed 
guard of infinite perfections, of holy angels, and faith» 


(a) Luke x. 34 (5) Seng i. 4. and ii. 4 (c) Song i. 16. 
and iii. 7. 8, 
fol 
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ful miniſters, ſurround her on every fide; all determi. 
ned, during her night of trouble and time, to protect her 
in ſafety, and to execute vengeance on her foes! 

40. She is compared to a W4LL (a). Eſtabliſhed in 
the faith of his word, cemented by his perſon and blood, 
and by their mutual love and ſpiritual fellowſhip, her 
true members are built on Chriit the foundation. I 
them, and in her whole form, ſhe is erected ſtraight 
heavenward. How ſtrong in him! and what an 
uſeful means of protecting men from the ſtorms of temp. 
tation and wrath! What a ſeparator between profeſied 
ſaints and profane ſinners! Her towers are the oracles, 
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ordinances, and miniſters of God; whereby ſhe oppoſes 

= her ſpiritual: enemies, when they come in like a flood. 
; The filver palace built upon her, implies her being the * 
N honoured habitation of Father, Son, and Holy Gholt; | 
MA and that by her means, we aſcend to the celeſtial (tate, > 
3 41. She is compared to a OO (5). In her, Jeſus g 
5 the door, the way, the truth, and the life, is exhibited; * 


* 


and the door of faith, the door of goſpel offers, and of Pp 
mens hearts, is opened. She is the door of paſſage to | 
the inner chambers of endleſs felicity. Nor ought any, ? 
but viſible ſaints, to be admitted to the chambers of her 
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ſealing inſtitutions. And is ſhe net divinely incloſed 
with the cedar: boards of ordinances, providences, and 
i | graces ? | 5 
| 42. She is compared to a &60LDEN CANDLESTICK (o). . 


How great her beauty and value! From Chriſt the 
light of life are her gifts and graces lighted ; and by her 
doctrine, diſcipline, and holy converſation, ſhe: commu- « 
nicates the light of inſtruction to others. Her ſituation 
in the world, is often varied; and in the morning of : 
endleſs glory, her preſent fo rm ſhall be laid aſide. Her | 
oil is the goſpel and grace of God, The pipes of con- 5 
reyance are faithful min iſtrations of truth. The two o- 
live- trees, that empty the oil out of themſelves, may ſig- 
nify miniſters, who communicate goſpel: truth to o- 
thers; or Chriſt's natures and offices, whereby the Ho+ , 
ly Ghoſt is communicate to men. E 
43. The church is like unto a rIRE (d). In her 


| (a) Song yiii.g. 10. (0 Song viii. 9. O Rey. i. 20. (4) Obad 18. 1. 
| dwe)ls 
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4wells the Spirit of judgment and burning. In her is the 
word of God like unto fire, inflaming and melting the 
hearts of men. In her, what multitudes are refined 
from their drofſy corruptions'! How terrible and de 
ſtructive is ſhe to her enemies! 


CHAP. XII. 
of metaphors reſpecting Antichriſt, and other falſe 


churches. 


fo Orrupt churches are called FLocks of Crit 

'$ companions (a). In mighty numbers they are 
gathered, nouriſhed, directed, and governed by his op- 
poſers; and the doctrines and laws they attend to, and 
their cuſtoms and conduct, are the reverſe of theſe ap- 
pointed by him. 

2. They are called svNAGoGUEs OF SATAN (6), In 
them he dwells; and-by them he is worſhipped. In 
them his doctrines are believed; his laws obſerved; and 
his ordinances attended. And his followers aſſemble 
for fellowſhip in error, deluſion, and wicked practices. 

3. They reſemble LuxEwarM WATER, and a CAKE 
XOT TURNED (c). Pretending ſome. regard to divine 
truths and ordinances, but wanting the love thereof, they 
mix idolatry, and other corruptions, with ſome remains 
of God's true worſhip ; fear him, and ſerve their own 
gods; and ſo render themſelves abominable to him and 
his people; and are in the utmoſt hazard of being ſpued 
out of his mouth into everlaſting ruin. 

Why they are compared to ed men with grey hairs 
without knowing it; and to roring lions; rapacicus 
birds ; corrupt carcaſes ; barren vineyards; and emp- 
ty vines. See in Jews, chap, xiu, {$ 2. No 1. | 

4. The Antichriſtian ſtate or Papacy, is called a man 
or six (4). How wonderfully.conneQed in its parts! 
How marvellouſly all of them ſympathize with, and 


(a) Song i. 7. (0) Rev. ii.g. (c) Rev. iii. 15. 16. Hoſe 
VI.. 8. (4) 2 Theſl. Ii. 3. 
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ſupport one another! What pretence it makes to res. 
ſon, and to the advantage of mankind ! The Pope, why 
_ overſees, directs, and governs, is the head; his ſub. 
miſſive and wickedly active clergy are the hands; and 
their common ſubjects the feet. And how mon- 
ſtruouſly ſinful and wicked the whole ſyſtem of his doc. 
trines, laws, worſhip, miracles, offices, officers, and 
courſes |! 

5. Antichriſt is called the 80x Or yERDITION (4), 
By the deſtructive vengeance of God on men, for not re. 
ceiving his truth in the Jove of it, was the riſe thereof per- 
mitted, The Pope, and his thorough paced agents, go 
about, ſeeking whom they may devour. Their doctrine, 
their laws, and example, effeQually tend to the ever: 
laſting ruin of multitudes, Their beloved, their habi- 
tual labour, is to deſtroy the ſouls and bodies of men, 
The period of their power is a perilous time ; for they 
have conſciences ſeared as with a hot iron, ignorant, and 
ſtupified ; they ſpeak lies in hypocriſy ; promote doc- 
trines of devils, forbidding to marry, and to enjoy meats 
which God hath prepared for uſe ; they are lovers of 
themſelves, covetous, proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affec- 
ton, truce-breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, in- 
temperate, fierce, heady, high-minded, deſpiſers and 
haters of thoſe that are good, 

6. Antichriſt is compared to a wHoRE (b), With a: 
mazing craft, filthineſs, and flattery, do the Pope and 
his factors, ſeduce multitudes into error, idolatry, will. 
worſhip, and other parts of ſpiritual whoredom with 
them, For this end, how they deck up their offices and 
cauſe, with the molt plauſible pretences to piety and rea- 
ſon! How they delude with the molt engaging outward 
' appearances of carnal pomp and ſplendor! Under pre- 
tence of chaſtity, how they decry marriage, and yet 
wallow in all manner of uncleanneſs! The /carlet-co 
loured beaſt with vw heads and ten horns, whereon 
ſhe rides, is the blaſphemous and bloody empire of Rome, 


which had ſeven different forms of government; and is 
now divided into ten principal ſovereignties, over which 


' 


(a) 2 Theſſ. il. 3. 2 Tim. 114. 1.—7. (6) Rev. xvii. 
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the Pope did, or doth exerciſe his power, The many 
waters whereon. ſhe ſitteth, are the noiſy multitude of 
people ſubject to her authority. Her purple and ſcarlet 
clothing, marks out the purple livery of her cardinals ; 
her amazing pride; her high pretences to more than 
roval ſovereignty; and her bloody perſecation of the 
ſaints. The golden cup full of filthineſs in her hand, is 
the unhaliowed means the takes to enſnare and deſile 
the ſouls of men. Her name on her forehead, Myſtery, 
Babylon the great, the mother of harlots, and abemina- 
tions of the earth, imports her high pretences to lying 
wonders, and her aſtoniſhing impudence in the filthielt 
crimes, Her being drunk with the blood of ſaints, im- 
plies her cruel and bloody perſecution of them, her de- 
lizhting to murder and maſſacre them, The burning of 
ber fleſh with fire by the ten kings once ſubjed to her, 
implies their angry, utter, and fearful deſtruction of the 
Papal conſtitution, power, and revenue, in the time ap- 
pointed of God. 

7. Antichriſt is called Sodom (a), What pride, 
fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs, are witch 
her numerous devotees! What ſhocking beſtiality, So- 
domy, fornication, adultery, and every other fleſhly and 
mental impurity, prevail ia Popiſh countries! Do not 
you, Antichriihan clergy, for a pitiful price, allow men 
to practiſe the vileſt abominations? What numbers of 
Jicenſed (tews at Rome! Are you not lovers of plea- 
ſures more than lovers of God? How oft you creep into 


mens houſes, to defile their ſpouſes and daughters with 


your whoredom and error! Paſt feeling, how you a- 
bandon yourſelves to all uncleanneſs, to work it with 
greedineſs! And ſhall not you, and your followers, like 
Sodom, be ſet up as monuments of wrath, ſuffering the 
vengeance of eterral fire ? | 

8. Antichriſt is called EG YT (5), How terrible the 
Popiſh oppreſſion of, and murdering the ſaints! How 
fear ful their deſtruQion of the ſou's of men! How 
ſhocking and cruel, the ſlavery of their ſubjects! How 
abſurd their ſuperſtition! How baſe their idolatry ia. 


Kev. xi. 8. (/) 1bid. 
worſh.pping 
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worſhipping waxes, wafers, images of a croſs, relics of 
dead men, pretended or real, G.“ 

9. Antichriſt is called BaByLON THE GREAT (a). 
How aſtoniſhing and wide-ſpread the Popiſh power 
and dominion! How did their agents captivate and 
enſlave the nations and people of God! What magic, 
idolatry, ſuperſtition, perſecution, and murder, a. 
bound among them! And ſhall not this ſtate and ſy. 
ſtem be overthrown by the eſpecial providence of God! 
and Rome, its principal ſeat, reduced to a laſting ruin! 
The tenth part of this city ruined by an earthquake, is 
a part of the Romiſh ſtate, perhaps Italy, overturned by 
the fearful judgments of God, 

10. Antichriſt is compared to a BEAST (b), What 
ſtupidity, abſurdity, and ignorance, prevail in his doc- 
trines, laws, and members! Its ing out of the ſea, 
imports his obtaining of power amidſt times of trouble, 
confuſion, perplexity; and over multitudes of unſettled 
ſubjects of the Roman empire. Its ſever heads, (ignify 
ſeven forms of government uſed at Rome, and iſſuing and 
concentering in the Papacy, Its ten horns, are the ten 
kingdoms ſubje& to Popery. Names of blaſphemy in the 
forehead, imply open reviling of God and his truths; 
and of Chriſt, in his office and work. Its ſcet of a bear, 
imply exceſſive cruelty; firm retention of votaries; and 
outrageous murder of men in their ſou], body, and name. 
Its appearance of a leopard, imports craft, cruelty, and 
being ſpotted with abominations unnumbered, Its mouth 
of a lion, imports the roaring forth of frightful threat- 
enings; and the powerful exerciſe of devouring influence, 
The healing of one of its wounded heads, implies the 
reſtoration of power to the city of Rome in the perſon 
of the Pope, after the Herculi and others extirpate the 
Imperial; or the reſtoring to him the power he loſt at 
the Proteſtant reformation, This firſt beaſt repreſents 
Antichriſt in bis civil influence. His ring from the 
earth in form of another beaſt, may denote the riſe of his 
power eecleſiaſtic, from obſcurity, by carnal means, and 
to promote earthly and carnal ends, Its being like 
a lamb, imports his pretence to innocency, purity, and 


Rev. xvii. 5. ) Rev. xiii. 


u ſeſulneſs; 
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uſefulneſs; and his uſurpation of Chriſt's office as a 
Surety and Prieſt, Its tavo horns, denote his conne ed 
civil and eccleſiaſtic power and authority; or his power 
of order and doctrine, binding and loofing, in the church. 
Its /peaking like a dragon, imports his terrible curſes, 
cenſures, excommunications, againſt his oppoſers. Hie 
cauſing men to make and worſhip an image of the firſt 
beaſt, may ſignify his obliging them to reverence the 
poor ſhadow of authority reſtored to Rome by the Popiſh 
clergy. His mark in mens hands, implies their ſwearing 
to, or practiſing his abominations. His mark on their 
foreheads, implies their bold and daring profeſhon of his 
errors, idolatry, and ſuperſtition. Six hundred threeſcore 
and fix, the number of his name, marks out the Latin 
church, whoſe Latin ſervice was appointed in A. D. 666. 


The letters of this number form LaTztixos and Ro- 


M11TH, that is, Latin and Romiſh, The apparently regu- 
lar conſtruction of this number, may denote the ſeeming 
regularity of the Antichriſtian ſyſtem of doctrines, offices, 
officers. Or (twenty-five) the ſquare-root of this num- * 
ber, may point out the twenty five articles of the Popiſh 
creed, and their multitude of other matters regulate by 
twenty-five, ; 

11, The Antichriſtian ſtate is repreſented as a nant- 
TATION OF DEVILS, A CAGE OF EVERY UNCLEAN 
BIRD a). In her Satan and his angels reign, Her 
principal members are a kind of devils incarnate. Her 
whole ſyſtem is <ovſ[titute of unclean doctrines, wor- 
ſhip, offices, officers, cuſtoms. Shall it not at length 
appear ſo to men? Shall not Rome, the revered ſeat 
of her dignity, become an unſightly deſolation ? 

12. The Antichriſtian ſtate is repreſented as a vis1BLE 
WORLD (b), Her earth may ſignify her fundamental 
articles of the Pope's ſupremacy, infallibility, &c. Her 
ea, the honour and gain made by that religion. Her rivers 
and fountains, her learned men, and their writings in her 
defence. Her ſun, the civil authority that animates and 
ſupports her, The /eat 2f the beaſt, her general con- 
ſtitution; or the dwelling of the Pope. Her mountains 
and iſlands, her deep-rootcd remains of doctrine, wor- 


% Rev. xviii. 2. Rev. xvi. 


1 2 '  thip, 
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ſhip, diſcipline, and government, together with her mo. 


naſteries and conſecrated dignities. Or may the earth 
{ſignify Germany and Poland, theſe inland countries? the 
ſea, Portugal, France, and Spain, which are almoſt ſur. 
reunded with it? the rivers and fountains of water, 
the north parts of Italy? the /½ũ/ , the Emperor or 
King of France? the /zat of the bea/?, the middle part 
of Italy, perhaps the ſame with Armageddon? the 
i/lands and mountains, Sicily, Malta, G.? The vial: 
poured out thereon, and the hail and earthquakes, are 
the terrible, haraſhng, and oyerturning judgments of 
God, ſent to deſtroy her. 

- 13. The Pope is compared to a Gop (a.) By adding 
to, or taking from the word and worſhip of God ; by pre- 
tending to pardon fin, or indulge men in it; by uſurping 
Chriſt's headſhip over his church, and oppoſing his per- 
fon, office, -and grace; by uſurping authority over the 
civil magiſtrate, enthroning and depoſing him ar pleaſure; 
and by working pretended miracles to coyfirm their 
abominations, he and his agents ſet themſelves in the 
room of, and exalt themſelves above God. 

14. The Pope is called the AuG EL of the bottomleſs 
pit, whoſe name in Hebrew and Greek is a deſtreyer (b). 
Sent, excited, and directed by Satan, he promotes the 
intereſts of hell; ripens multitudes for its everlaſting 
deſtruction; and with amazing craft and vigor, perſecutes 
the ſaints, who oppoſe his deſigns ; is a fearful ſtumbling- 

block to the Jews, and ruinous plague to the Gentiles, 

15. He reſembles the Kix in Daniel's viſion, who 
acth according to his will, magnifies himſelf above every 
God, &c. (c). Making his own pleaſure his ſole ſupreme 
rule of conduct; he exalts himſelf above magiſtrates, 
angels, and the true God; blaſphemes his Maker; — at 
once contemns the idols of the ancient Heathen, and the 


God of the primitive Chriſtians, Lawful marriage he 


vilipends, and prohibits to his clergy. Inſtead of, and 
together with the true God, he honours the images of 
angels, the relics and pictures of ſaints ; offers them 
rich preſents; and for gain pretends to aſſign them their 


(a) 2 ThelT ii. 4. Rev. ix. 11. Dan. xi. 36.39. 
Re v. xix. 19.31. 


reſpecire 


- 
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reſpective countries, cities, occupations, and caſes, wherein 
to overſee, protect, and bleſs. He rules over great mul- 
titudes, which aſſembled by him, do, with him, fight 
apainſt the Lord Jeſus; but in the end ſhall they be 
wrathfully overcome, and ruined, and the followers of 
Jeſus enriched with their ſpoil. 

16. He reſembles the titTTLE Hhokxx in Daniel's 
viſion, which had eyes, ſpake perverſe things, and ſubdued 
three horns (a) Inconſiderable at firſt was his power, but 
quickly he made himſelf maſter of three ſovereignties, 
the dukedom of Rome, the exarchat of Ravenna, and 
the region of Pentapolis. With amazing craft and cir- 
cumſpection; with numerous ſpies prying into the coun- 
cils of men; with terrible blaſphemy, boaſting, perſe- 
cution, and curſes, he did and doth promote his unhal- 
lowed intereſts, | | 


C It A Pc; AN 
Gf metaphors reſpecting nations, armies, families, and 
their adjuntts, 


HE metaphoric repreſentations comprehended un- 
= der the title of this Chapter, are almoſt innumera- 
ble; but being generally more reſtricted in their fignifi-" 
cation, and Jeſs edifying, no more is here intended, than 
ſuch an explicatory ſwatch, as may ſerve for a key to» 


the reſt. 


SEC.T. II 
Cf nations more generally conſidered. 


1. All nations are repreſented as the Two $oxg'of a 
family (5). The Jews are the ELDER, the Gentiles the 
YOUNGER, The former, God, by his word, required 
to work- in the vincyard of his church, Fair they en- 


(ö Dan. vii 8. () Matth. xx. 28.—-32. Luke xv. 11-35 
4 3 __ gaged,» 
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gaged, and readily they promiſed to ſerve him; but 
quickly broke their engagement. Long the latter lived 
in open rebellion; at laſt, influenced by his converting 
grace, they repented and complied with his call. — 
Long, like prodigals, they deſerted their Father's family 
and church, till deep ſenſe of their ſpiritual need brought 
them to themſelves, and made them enquire what they 
ſhould do to be ſaved. How readily then did JEHovyay 
meet them in mercy! embraced them with love! 
arrayed them with the % robe of his Son's righteouſ- 
neſs ! feaſted them. with his fleſh and blood! adorned 
them with his ordinances and influences! But why, ye 
Jews, did you repine at his honouring them above you, 
who had long been his peculiar children and ſervants ? 
Was it not meet, there ſhould be an abundant diſplay 
of heavenly bounty and gladneſs, when God's ſo long 
loft children were found? when your ſo long dead bre- 
thren were made alive *—Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his 
people, for to him we ſeek; in him we truſt; and his 
reſt ſhall be glorious. 
2. All nations are compared to the SMALL DROP of a 
bucket, pusT of the balance, and NOTHING before 
God (a). How ſmall, inſignificant, unſubſtantial, worth - 
leſs! How eaſily toſſed, troubled, and ruined! What 
then, Lord, am I, one man, the dregs of my race, that! 
ſhould poſſeſs the great Unknown! the 1NnFiviTE ALL! 
3. The Gentile nations, before the ſpread of the go- 
ſpel, are called a LITTLE SISTER without breaſts (b), 
Though many of their progeny were choſen by, and in 
the purpoſe of God united to Chriſt ; yet they made no 
appearance as à church; had no breath of inſpired 
oracles, divine ordinances, or goſpel-miniſters, where- 
with to edify the ſouls of men. 
4. Perhaps the Gentile nations are compared to 2 
BARREN, DESOLATE, and refuſed woman (c). And 
they are called a xaTa0n Chrift knew ust. Before his 
death, they for many ages produced almoſt no children 
to him. They were deſerted and rejected of him, Re 
took no peculiar notice of them ; brought them into no 


(a). TC xl. 15. 17: (Song viil. 8. (9) IC liv. 1. 4 6 
AV. I.. | 
church: 
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church · relation to him. But, bleſſed be the Lord, more 
have now been the ſpiritual children of this barren wo- 
man, than ever were of the Jewiſh church, — But per- 
haps this barren woman, ſignifies the church during 
Chriſt's perſonal preſence with her on earth, And the 
children of the deſolate being more than they of the mar- 
ried wife, implies, that after Chriſt's withdrawment to- 
heaven, the converts to him ſhould be moſt numerous, 

5. The Gentiles before the ſpread of the goſpel 
among them, are called FoREIGNERs (a), They were 
without viſible intereſt in, or connection with God in 
Chriſt, Deſtitute of the offers of his grace, the doc- 
trines of his word, or the laws of his kingdom, They 
had no ſpiritual fellowſhip with his holy nation ; ne 
claim to his covenants of promiſe; no hope of a Meſkah, 
or ſalvation by him, or of a reſurrection to eternal life, 
Deſtitute of the knowledge, the image, the fear, the 
worſhip, and ſaving fellowſhip of God. Thrice happy! 
theſe once afar off, are brought nigh. by the blood of 
Chriſt! But ah! what multitudes of perſons and na- 
tions (till remain in that wretched condition! | 

6. Nations without the church, before, or after the 
death of Chriſt, are compared to a DESERT WILDER= 
Ess (b), How barren and unprofitable to God, and to 
one another! Not plowed with his influence; nor ſown 
with his word, ordinances, or grace; nor hedged about 
with his ſpecial government and protection: no way of 


. bolineſs that leadeth to life; no flocks of converted men, 


nor their footſteps; no ſweet fruits of holy men, or truly 
righteous works; no wells of ſalvation; nor green pa- 
{tures of evangelic inſtitutions ; no bread of life, were, 
or are there to be found. — But ah! what evil beaſts! 
what wicked angels and men.! what perplexity and 
unſettledneſs of mind, how to ſatisfy. an immortal ſoul ! 
what ſurrounding hazards of eternal conſequence ! what 
blalts of conquering temptation, and wrathful calamity ! 


' what miſts of ignorance, idolatry, profaneneſs, deluſion, 


and will- worſhip abound ! | | 8 
7. Particular nations are compared to the un- 
VERSE (c), The more glorious part of their members 


(a) E ph. tl. 20. (5) 1C Axv. 1. 6. 7. (c) I. xxiv. 
Mark xXlil. 24. 25. Pſal lzxxii CG. Rom Ai. 4, | 
and 
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and laws are the heavens, and /uminaries thereof; and 
the reſt the air, the earth, and the rivers. The magiz 
ſtrates are repreſented as Cod, as children, as miniſter) 
of Co, becauſe in his name, they rule over, and are 
revered and obeyed by their ſubjects. The Sword thy 
bear net in vain; is their power and authority to proted 
the innocent, and punith the offenders. 

8, Particular nations are repreſented as FAMIL1Es (a), 
TheRquatry as the mother ; the magiſtrates as /ather;, 
who, cheriſh, govern, protect, and provide for the 
people; who are the children, the ſons, or daughters. — 
Sometimes the principal city is repreſented as the mother; 
and the leſſer cities, fuburbs, or villages, are termed the 
daughters. — Sometimes for likeneſs of manners, natura 
relation, &c. one nation is deſigned the er of another, 

9. They are compared to HaRLOTS (5), What de- 
ceitful and baſe methods they oft take to promote their 
trade, their power and authority! How oft they boaſt 
of, and ſeduce theſe around, to idolatrous and whoriſſ 
departing from God! How juſtly God executes upon 
them the judgment of whoriſh women, ftirring up their 
friends to hate and haraſs them; and openly deſtroy- 
ing them in the fire of his wrath ! h 
10. They are compared to TRAVAILING WOMEN (c). 
How oft! how ſuddenly! how terribly pained, and 
tormented, with divine judgments! How oft: pained, 
attempting to perform their purpoſes ! How oft they 
travail, without bringing forth any deliverance ! How 
oft they bring forth wickedneſs! Ye nations, how gra- 

cious are you when pangs of adverlity come upn you! 
Then perhaps you return, and enquire right early after 


God; but how oft then rejected of him! 


11. They are compared to animal bodies (d). Ma- 
giſtrates and honourable perſons are the head, which 
adorns, directs, and manages them. Falſe teachers, and 
the low mob, are the tai and feet; molt uſeleſs and con- 
temptible. No ſoundneſs from the ſole of the foot to the 
crown of the head, implies the ſinful corruption, or the 


(a) Pfal. cxxxvii. 8. 9. (4) IC. xxiii. 15. 16. Nah. iii. 4 
Ezek. xvi. aud xxiii. Jer. Iii. (c, IT xxiii. 4 Jer. vi, 24 
Hoſ. xili. 13. (4) IC. vii. 14 15+ and i. 5. 6. and vii. 20, and 
XV ii. 4. and xxix. 21. Lam. iv. 20. 

diſtreſs: 
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diſtreſs of all ranks, high and low. The head ich, and 
the heart faint, implies, that the rulers, and moſt active 
and animating perſons, are corrupted, perplexed, and 
diſcouraged. To ſhave off the hair of the beard, the 
head and feet, is ſnamefully to cut off, and carry captive 
both great and ſmall. Fatneſe, implies abundance of 
men, wealth, or proſperity, Leanne, imports fewneſs 
of perſons, and poverty of condition. Palene/5, implies 
ſhame and confuſion, To wax old, is to loſe courage, 
vigour, ſtrength, or authority. — Magiſtrates are the 
breath of their noſtrils, whereby their life, vigour, and 
influence are maintained, 

12. They are repreſented as ſyſtems of nBrasTs of 
the field, air, or fea (a). And magiſtrates are repre- 
ſented as the principal animals of theſe kinds, as /tors, 
bears, eagles, dragons, leviathan. Sometimes for their 
refreſhful, protecting, and ſupporting influence, magi- 
ſtrates are repreſented as frees, on which their ſubjects 
do neſtle; or under which they ſhelter themſelves. 
Sometimes horns denote their kings, who defend their 
own, and haraſs others. 

13. They are compared to HERDs and FLOCKS (5). 
The country is their fold and paſture, Magiſtrates are 
their ſhepherds, who watch over, protect, govern, and 
provide for their ſubjects. Great men are their rams, 
be goats, bulls, kine ; and if in proſperity rendering them 
conſpicuous and ſtrong, they are repreſented as fat or fed. 

14. They are likened to HEIFERS (c). Fair and fat hei- 
fers repreſent them in their glory and proſperity, Heifers 
taught, repreſent them as ' accuſtomed to ſubjeRion. 
Back-/liding heifers, repreſent them as perverſely apoſta- 
tiing from God. To cry or it up the voice like an 
heiſer of three years old, is to cry and wail very bitterly 
and outrageoully, | 

15. They are compared to the FiRkMAMENT, for their 
conſpicuous appearance and glory (4): for their di- 
ſtinguiſned brightneſs and influence; rulers and great 
men are repreſented as the ſun, moon, and ftars, 


() Dan. iv. 12. Ezek. xxix and xxxi- (6) Jer. xxiii. Ezek. 
xXXX1V, (c) If. xv. 5. Jer. xlvi. 29. and xlvili. 34 () Rev. vi. 
12,---14. and viii. 10. 12. 

16. They 
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16. They are compared to a COUNTRY (a). Ant 
their magiſtrates and great men are likened to mountaing 
and hills; which overtop, overſhadow, and protect the 
. reſt, The conſtitution of government is the foundations. 

And divine judgmeats are repreſented as forms, droughts, 
earthquakes. 

17. They are compared to a 8E4, or WATERS ruſh. 
ing (b) ; becauſe of their numbers; their noiſe ; their 
unſettled ſtate ; their haughty threatening, and actual 
overwhelming of the nations around ; and ſometimes 
becauſe dwelling on the ſea coaſt, — A breach like the 

ſea, denotes a very wide one. 

18. They are likened to a FortsT (c); becauſe of 
the multitude of perſons, cities, and villages. And 
magiſtrates and great men are repreſented as tall trees, 
top branches ; and thoſe of low condition, as /ow trees, 

19. They are repreſented as vixEYarDs (4). Hedged 
about with government, kept, and cultivate by rulers, 

how great the order, and advantage of their connected 
ſtate! Cities are the boyghs and branchen. Multitudes 
of people are the fruit. Tabo or three berries left, ſig- 
nify a ſmall remnant ſaved in the vintage of deſolating 
judgments, — A /or/ſaken bough, is a deſolate city. To 
glean, and turn the hand ints the baſket, is gradually to 
deſtroy, er lead captive the remnant left at the firſt, 
To plant the vineyard with ſtrange lips, is to bring in 
foreign people, doctrines, or cuſtoms into a nation. Lord, 
how eaſtiy canſt thou plant or pluck up, deſtroy branch 
and ruſh, in one day! 
20. They are likened to HEATH (e), to repreſent 
their barrenneſs; witheredneſs; and contemptiblenels; 


and their not profiting by the means of proſperity or 


grace. | | 

21. They are likened to a croy of corn /); for their 
multitude of perſons; their comelineſs; glory; and 
promiſing uſefulneſs. Cleaning of ears, implies the 
care of a conquering enemy to kill, or carry captive the 
whole nation. 


(2) Pſal Ixxii. 3. (5) IC xvii. 12. Jer. xlix. 23. Rev. vil. f. 
IS. Ix. 5. Lam. ii. 13. (c) Hoſ. ii. 12. Ezck. xx. 46. (4) If. xvir 
6.1. and xxiv. 13. Jer. vi. 9. (e) Jer. xvii. 6. and xlvilt 6 
(f) IC xyii 5. | 


22, They 


the 


rer 


— m 


E „„ „% 


k. 4. ww — wy 


 % 


Of metaphors reſpecting nations, &c, 263 


22, They are likened to s8TvBBLE (a), to denote, that 
they are brought to the utmoſt contempt ; are trodden 
down by their enemies; or have only an inſignificant 
remnant left. They are repreſented as dry ſtubble, 
to imply their ripeneſs for the judgments of God, and 
nothing elſe. They are repreſented as ftubble before the 
wind, to mark how eaſily and quickly they ſhall be driven 
out of their place. KN 

23. They are compared to CHarr, or chaff of the. 
mountains (b), to repreſent how inſigniſicant they are; 
how readily expoſed to ſtorms, and changes of lot; and 
that the higher they riſe in pomp and greatneſs, the more . 
obnoxious they are to ruin, How eaſily, O moſt High, 
canſt thou, with the wind of deſtruction, chaſe, and toſs 
the mightieſt nations, from place to place! How readily 
canſt thou rebuke them! and with the breath of thy 
providence, make them flee far off, and hurl them out of 
the world ! 

24. They are compared to Horns (c), becayſe of 
their conſpicuouſneſs, their power and authority to de- 
fend themſelves, or haraſs and ruin others. The four 
horns that ſcattered Fudah, are the Samaritans, Am- 
monites, Arabians, and other nations who haraſſed them, 
after the captivity, Ten horns upon one beaſt, ſignify 
ten kingdoms or ſovereignties formed out of the Roman 
empire, 

25. They are likened to a yoTTER's VESSEL (d). 
It is thine, O JEHovan, to form them as thou pleaſeſt; 
thine to appoint them to honour or diſhonour. How baſe 
in themſelves ! but how curious thy formation of them ! 
How impoſſible to refit them, if once marred in the hand 
of thy providence ! _ 


(-) PAL. Ixxxiii. ry. If. xlvii. 14. Jer. xiii. 24 Nah. i. 10. 
() If. xvit. 13. ( Zech. i. 10. Rev. xiii. and xvii. (i) Jer. 
xvill. 1.— 10. 
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ee. 
Of metaphors reſpecting the Fews, Egyptians, Affyrian;, 


Chaldeans, Perſians, Greeks, Romans, Tyrians, Turk, 
with their adjundts, 


I. Of the Fewr. 


1. HE Jews are likened to an ELDER sO (a) 


They were God's firſt-born ; firſt of the na- 


tions, he diſtinguiſhed them in his favour : readily they 
profeſſed the higheſt regard to the divine law, and came 
under the ſolemneſt engagements to obedience ; yet after 
continuing many ages in peculiar relation to God, they 
wilfully deſpiſed his counſel, and rejected the Meſſiah; 
ſinfully they fretted, and many of them blaſphemed, be- 
cauſe under the goſpel, the Gentiles were more highly 
favoured of God than themſelves, 

2. They reſemble the RIH man in the parable (5), 
Glorying in their wealth, their numerous rites and tra- 
ditions ; their relation to God, and their pious anceſtors; 
they contemptuouſly rejected the debaſed Saviour; while 
unclean publicans, harlots, and Heathens, received him. 
Notwithſtanding of all their pomp, the flaming vengeance: 
of God came upon them, Terrible and hopeleſs were 


the torments and miſeries they were plunged into; nor. 


could the covenant made with Abraham their anceſtor 
yield them any relief; nor could their deſperate wiſhes 
obtain further evidence of Jeſus* Meſſiahſhip, for them- 
ſelves, and their various ſects; or for their brethren of 
the ten tribes, 

3. They are likened to an ixranT Hing in blood; 
vile, unpitied, unaſſiſted of men, but quickened, ſurniſſ- 
ed, adorned, and eſpouſed of God (c). Not for their 
righteouſneſs* ſake, but for his name's ſake, he raiſed 
them up from an idolatrous, polluted, and deſpicable 0- 


() Luke xv. 11. 26.-»-32. Matth. xxi. 28. (/) Luke xvi. 
19.— 31. (c) Ezck. xvi. 1.15. * 
a rigin. 


* 
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rigin. Marvellouſly he preſerved and multiplied them 
into a nation in Egypt. Though contemned and hated 
of all around, he honoured them with his peculiar fa- 
yours and laws; entered into ſolemn covenant with them; 
ſupported their arms of power and influence, and taught 
them to walk in his law; gave them a pleaſant land 
flowing with milk and honey; formed them into the then 
only church; and into one of the moſt honourable king- 
doms that ever exiſted. 

4. They are likened to a DELICATE WOMAN (a). 
How proud of their diſtinguiſhed privileges! How on- 
prepared for, and unable to endure adverſity, when ex- 
poſed to it by the Chaldeans ! ; 

5. They are repreſented as a MOTHER AND FAMILY 
IN BONDAGE (6); to mark out their ſubjection to the 
ceremonial la /; their lying under the power of ſin, Sa- 
tan, and the broken law; and their expoſure to fad di- 
ſtreſs and ſlavery for rejecting Chriſt, 2 

6. They are likened to an HAarLOT (c). Contra- 
ry to equity, to decency, and to ſolemn covenant with 
God, they forſook his law, worſhipped: idols, and pol- 
juted themſelves with every abominable courſe, Treach - 
erouſly they diſtruſted and rejected the Lord, imitate 
the idolatry, and relied on the aſſiſtance of the Egyp- 
tians, Aſſyrians, and Chaldeans. For a while theſe of | 
Judah and Benjamin condemned the enormities of Sodom 8 
and the ten tribes; but, though warned by their de- | 
ſtruction, they at laſt ſurpaſſed them in wickedneſs, and 
ſo juſtified their conduct. They had a whore's ſorebead, 
ruſhing impudently on ſin; and of their own motion, 
and at their own expence, ſeeking after ſinful connedion 
with the Heathen, and communion with them in their 
falſe worſhip. Long God hired them with a geodly laad, 
and fayours innumerable, to be for him and not for an- 
other; but, provoked with their treacherous crimes, he 
puniſned them by the hand of theſe nations they had ſo 
fond!y relied on, and imitate; be caſt them out of their 
church relation to him, and reſuſed ic he them mercy, 
But rejoice, you ſeed of Jacob, you ſhall be as though 
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you had not been caſt off. In the wilderneſs of adserſ. 
ty, God ſhall ſpeak unto your heart; and make you re. 
turn to your former huſband, with whom it was better 
with you than now. Though the viſion tarry, wait fy 
it, for at the end it awill ſpeak, and will not tarry. 

7. They are repreſented as a woman caſt into th 
midſt of an ephah, with a talent of lead above her, and 
carried by winged women to the land of Shinar (a]; 
to denote, that after filling up the meaſure of their inj- 
quity, God ſhould cauſe them to feel the fearful weight 
thereof, and by his blaſt of wrath and inſtruments there. 
of, ſhould carry them out of Canaan, and for many 4. 
ges fix them in a ſtate of diſperſion, unſettledneſs, and 
wo ! 

8. They are likened to a per/on with GREY Hairy, 
without knowing it (b), What tokens of weakneſs and 
guilt! what ſigns of approaching ruin were among the 
ten tribes before their captivity! What multitudes of 
prevailing abominations! What furious contentions! 


What murdering of kings and nobles! What multi. 


tudes of leſſer judgments unſucceſsful, none of which 
were Jaid to heart ! T 

9. They are likened to a perſon naty $TRIPPED of 
her clothing (c). When the Chaldeans invaded their 


country, and led them captive, how was their land ſtrip- 


ped of her inhabitants ! and they ſtripped of their wealth, 
their honour, their ſafety! How expoſed to ſhame and 
diſprace ! What abominable filthineſs was revealed by 
their pumſhment ! 

10. They are compared to the hen of SoDoM and 
GomorRan (4). How abandoned to unnatural Juſt! 
- How ſhameleſs in ſinning! How ready their people to 
commit, and their rulers to protect the vileſt crimes! ln 
the Aſſyrian baraſſment, and Chaldean captivity, hov 
zuſtly expoſed, as public monuments of divine wrath ! 

11, They are likened to a gPECKLED BIRD, & 
gainſt which all the fowls around aſſembled (e). Hou 
diſtinguiſhed from others by the ordinances, laws, and 
cuſtoms! And how hated, and ſought for to deſtruc- 


(1) Zech. v. 5-11. 0) Hoſ. vii. 9. ( ) Jer. Xiü. 22. te 
26. (4) If. i. 10. (% Jer. Xi. 9. 
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tion, by the nations around! And ah! how (ſpotted 


wich their own corruptions ! But the word rather f1gni- 
fies a TALONED RAPACIOUS/ FOWL, and repreſents them 
as ready to perſecute God's ſaintt; ready to abuſe. his 
mercies, by flying in his face, breaking his laws, and 
tearing his honours 3 on which aceount, he gathered the 
nations againſt them, to deſtroy them. | 

12. They are repreſented? as LDioxs, as -RORING 
ions (a). In their ancient glory, and in the time of 
the Maccabees they did; in their return from their pre- 
ſent diſperſion, they ſhall boldly encounter and ſurmount 
every difficulty, ſubdue every oppoſer, ſtrike terror and 
diſmay into all around But in the days of Jeremiah, 
how outrageouſly they roared againlt God, his prophets, 
bis ordinances, his word and providenee!“ Tueir ſlate 
is likened to a LionEss, After ſoſiah's death, ſhe fur- 
niſhed the throne with Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, 
zod Zedekiah, who, for their outrageous. oppreſſion of 
their people, their roaring againſt God and his ſervants, 
and the like, are called /ions; and by the kings of Egypt, 
and Babylon, were ſucceſhvely taken, removed from their 
tation, and diſqualified for injuring their ſubjects. 

13. They are likened to wiLD AssESs and DBROMEDA» 
KES (5). Refuſing ſubjection to the yoke of God's 
law, they vainly wandered after their own fancies, ſnuff- 
ed up the idolatries and deluſions of the Heathen, hurt- 


ful and unſubſtantial ; luſtfully traverſed all their ways, 


unſettledly following now, one idol and wicked courle ; 
anon, another, | 

14. They are likened to a THRESHING Ox, with horns 
ef iron, and hoofs of braſs (c). In the time of the Mac- 
cabees' they did; in the beginning of the millennium, 
they ſhall, by the aſſiſtance of Heaven, puſh off, reſiſt, 
and tread down their oppoſers. 

15. They are likened to wiLD BULLs in net (d). 
How filled with perplexity and cage, when. God brought 
them into the entangling hands of the Aſſyrians and 
Chaldeans! With what brutiſh ſtupidity, they poured 
forth their roring complaints! How effeually every at- 


() Mic: v. 8+ Jer. xii. 8. Ezek. xix (65) Jer. ii. 23. 24. 


0 Mie. iv. 13. (4) If. li. 20» 
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tempt to reſcue themſelves, entangled them more any 
more! Ah! how like my ſoul under trouble! 

16. They are likened to an HEIFER (a). God taught 
them, by giving them his laws. He paſſed over their 
fair neck, by encouraging them with proſperity, or by 
alarming them with adverſity, He made Ephraim ty 
ride, by ſtrengthening the ten tribes againſt Judah in the 
days of Jeroboain the ſecond, and of Pekah the ſon of 
Remaliah ; or made them #9 be rode upon, by giving the 
Aſſytians power to captivate and oppreſs them. Judah“ 
ploughing, and Jacob's breaking his clods, may import 
the Jews ſlavery in Chaldea, Their ploughing wicked: 
neſs, reaping iniguiiy, and eating the fruit off lies, im- 
ply their proceeding from evil to worſe, and receiving at 
laſt the due reward of their crimes; when like bach. 
ding heifers, they had long petfilted in obſtinate apoltacy 
from God, 

17. They are repreſented as abuſed, Ia, and ſcatter- 
ed ſheep (b). Ah how abuſed, oppreſſed, and miſled 
by their wicked rulers, and falſe prophets! How, in 
their captivity, driven from their paſture in the promiſed 
land! . ſcattered one from another! expoſed to irjt- 
ries unnumbered ! deſtitute of order, and without ſo- 
lema aſſembling to worſhip! Once, what a beautiſu 
flock, a comely church and nation, cared for, nouriſhed, 
and protected of God! But, eſpecially fince the death 
of Chriſt, what a flock of laughter and wo! 

18. They are likened to virERs ; SERPENTS; str 
DERS (c). How full of deathful malice and corruption! 
How deſperately ſet upon, and crafty in doing miſchief! 
Their idolatrous courſes, and laboured ſchemes of ſelf- 
preſervation, were a weaving 9 ſpiders webs ; might es- 
_ tangle others, but were inſufficient for every good pur: 
poſe, Nay, as cockatrice eggs, breaking forth into vipen, 
infallibly procured their ruin, 

19. Particular tribes of Iſrael are likened to particu 
lar an1MaLs (4). Judah to a Lion, becauſe of their 
diſtinguiſhed royalty, power, and furious deſtruction d 

their enemies, Joſeph's ſeed to a voux BULLOCH 


(a) Hoſ. x. to. 11. (6) Ezek. xxxiv. 16. Jer. l. 6 
0 II. liz. 5. & (4) Gen. klix. Deut. xxxill. 17. * 
| . ecau 


Gm aA ai ooA oo ig . wa yo ME ne 


- = &@& =y- 


ha a» »*%» 


„ *% tt 


WD A. © 


TH 


> 1 - 


a110N, becauſe of their daring boldneſs, and their fate 
dwelling beſide enemies. Ah, how fin changed the con- 
dition of thoſe Jews ! made them under trouble roar {ike 
bears; mourn ſore like doves ; hiſs as ſerpents ; wail as 
dragons ; and enlarge their baldneſs as eagles ! 

20. They are likened to the Hains of a man's 
head (a). How weak and inſignificant! The ſaving 
or cutting them of, imports the killing or carrying them 
captive z or the unhinging of their church and ſtare by 
the Chaldeans, The ird part burnt in the midſt of 
the city, pourtrayed by Ezekiel on a tile, repreſent about 
a third part killed by fan ige and peſtilence within Jeru- 
ſalem, during its ſiege by the Chaldeans. The ird 
part ſmitten about with a knife, repreſent them who 
were ſlain by the Chaldeans. The ird part ſcattered in 
the wind, repreſent them who were taken captive; a ſew 
of which being left in the land, and by their going dowa 
to Egypt, and thus bringing upon themfelves the ſuſpi- 
cion of having murdered Gedaliah, Nebuchady2zzar's- 
deputy, provoked the Chaldeans againſt their brethren, 
and became a ſource of fery plagues and trials to them. 

21. They are likened to FLOURISHING BOUGasS;. 
L1IGN-ALOES ; GREEN OLIVES;.CEDAR-TREES(S), Plan. 
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and becauſe of their glory, their ſtrength ; and their royalty. 'Y 
Pht among the ten tribes, Ah, how changed, when, like 1 
heir filly doves without heart, without hope, wiſdom, or 1 
by care, to avoid the deſtruction and ravage of the Aſſy- 1 
x th rian bands! Iſſachar to aw ass. for their ſtrength, pi- 'Y 
the tience, and labour in huſbandry. Dan to 4 L1ox's 1 
n of WHELP and SERPENT, for their daring courage in war, = 
the and their craft in deſtroying their enemies, How like a 1 
ah's lion's wwhelp, when leaping to the borders of Baſhan, to ( 
Jort take Laiſh! How, in Samſon, did they like a /erpert # 
ed. bite the horſe heels, and make the Philiſtines on their 1 
im. temple, and otherwiſe, to fall backward! Benjamin 19 1 
7 at a ravening WOLF, for their warlike courage, and their x 
41. readineſs to take the prey from their enemies. Naph- 2, 
acy thali to a HIND let legſe, becauſe of their kind and love - F 
ly behaviour, and their expedition in buſiaefs, Gad to | 
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ed of God, their nation was long powerful, delightfy, 
uſeful, and glorious ; but, for their fin, how given uy 
at laſt to the withering and fiery judgments of God 
You flouriſhing kingdoms, be not high=minded, but fear, 
You wild olive Gentiles, who are graffed into Gad' 
church in their ſtead, take heed leſt he, who ſpared not 
theſe natural branches, but cut them off, ſhould alſo not 
fpare you. 

22. They are likened to BARREN F1G-TREES (a), 4. 
mid their fair, flouriſhing, and wide- ſpread leaves of pro- 
feſſion, how deſtitute of good works, even when Jeſus 
was among them! Forty years after his, death, his in- 

a of them, till by his go- 
ipel and lefler ſtrokes, he had digged and dunged abou 
them. But continuing barren, they were, by the axe of 


the Roman troops, cut. down, and quickly withered a. 


*day under his curſe, In more. ancient times, were not 
theſe carried captive with Jehoiachin as good figs, ac. 


_ ceptable and uſeful? and theſe who continued behind, 


bad ones, unprofitable and hateful ? 

23. They are likened to a vINEYARD and vixE (6), 
God gave them the fertile land flowing with milk and 
honey, the ſtony and ſtubborn Canaanites he digged out 
from before them. The wall and hedge of his protection 
and law he aſſigned them. The wine-preſ5.of his taber: 
nacle, temple, and ordinances, he built among them, 
With the rain of his oracles, the dew of his fayours, 
he watered them. Originally they were a right ſeed; 
a choice vine; the ſeed of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
God's friends, who commanded their houſeholds to walk 
in the way of the Lord; but how ſadly. they degenerate 
into the plant of a ſtrange vine; became like the Hea- 


| thens around! When much fruit might have been ex- 


peed from them, they became an empty vine; without 
good fruit, and ſo only fit for, and expoſed to the hery 
vengeance of God; bringing. forth ſruit to, themſelve!, 
ſee king their own carnab ends, not the glory.of God, i 
whatever they did. They became a vine / Sodom; e- 
minent for pride, luxury, uncleanneſs, bringing forth 


te) Luke xiii. 6&--g. Matth. xxi. to. Jer. xxiv.. (6) I 
* ter Gr, Ezck. xy, Deut. XxxXIl. 32. 33s, 
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ul, wild grapes of idolatry, murder, and every other wick- 
up edneſs ; ſour grapes, that ſet the teeth on edge ; bitter 
d! cluſters, grapes of gall ; wine, the poiſon of dragons, 
ar, and — venom of aſps; finful courſes, infinitely diſ- 


d's agreeable to God, hurtful to others, and in the iſſue 
not ruigous to themſelves. Ye Proteſtant churches, conſider 
not theſe things, and be afraid. 

24. They are likened to DEw, and repreſented as a 
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A- BLESSING amidſt the nations (a). In the apoſtolic age, 4 
ro- the goſpel went out from them; was ſpread among the | 5 
ſus Gentiles by them. Then, and in the laſt days, what ' ö 
in. bleſſed means they, of refreſhing the nations, and con- 1 
go- verting many to Chriſt ! | * 
out 25. They are likened to s 1 S or STAvES (3). The 1 
of joining of tawo ſticks, denotes the uniting of the poſterity 1 
a: of Judah and Benjamin, after their Chaldean. or preſent | 
not captivity, with the other ten tribes. The af of beauty 
ac. is the bleſſed goſpel granted to them; or the glorious 
ad, conſtitution of their church and ſtate. The faff of bands 

denotes their mutual affection and harmony, The break- 
J). ing of theſe tao ſtaves, imports God's depriving them of 
and the goſpel, and of their ecclefiaſtic. and national ſtate, 
out and giving them up to furious contentions and diſorder, 
ion The inſtruments of a fooliſh ſhepherd, denote the ruin- 
et · ous devices of their leaders and pretended Meſſiahs; or 
0, the oppreſſive meaſures of the Romans and others to- 
us, wards them, Lord, theſe who deſpiſe thee, ſhall be ut- 
'd; terly ruined and contemned. | 
ob, 26. They are repreſented as a CARCASE gathered 10 ' 
alk by the eagles. (e). Separated from God, the life of their 1 
ate ſoul, and church; apoſtatiſed from his quickening 2 
ea · truths; deſtitute of his enlivening grace; how over- 4 
2X» ſpread with lothſome and noiſome corruption! How de- a 
out teſtable to. God and his people! How ſurrounded, 9 
ery ſought out, murdered and ruined by the. eag/e-bannered. 4 
1, Roman armies ! | 1 
in 27. They are likened to RV BONES in a valley, re- "4 1 
nf wved by means of prophecy (d). During their Chaldean l 
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eaptivity, they lived in a low plain country; they were 
reduced to a moſt abject and debaſed condition. The 
appearance, the hope, and the deſire of their reſtors. 
tion, were almoſt extinct. But by Cyrus“ proclamation, 
and the influence of Heaven, their graves of diſtreſs were 
opened; the impediments in their way were removed; 
their ſpirits were animate to return to their country, and 
reſettle their nation. At preſent their condition is (ill 
more wretched, and apparently hopeleſs: but by the 
wind of the Holy Ghoſt, and the favourable breath of 
ſmiling providences, ſhall God recover them from it, 
Lord, haſten thy work, that we may ſee it. 

28. They are repreſented as REPROBATE SILVER (J). 
In Jeremiah's' time, and at preſent, amid all their fair 
pretences, how uſeleſs and unworthy ! Rejected of God, 
and abhorred of men! Not purged from their droſs of 
corruption in the furnace of trouble; but becoming wor: 
and worſe ! 

29. They are likened to BoTTLEs filled with wine (6) 
By the Chaldean troops God filled them with calamity, 
perplexity, and aſtoniſhment, And ah! what broken 
boitles; whole breaches God alone could heal and re- 
pair | | 
gels They are repreſented as a vessEL, wherein ii x1 
pleaſure (c). How wretched, baſe, and' ſhamefn}; their 
captive ſtate! How were they defiled with the dung of 
reproach, contemned, abhorred, and counted as the 
offscouring of all things 

31. They are likened to an EARTHEN VESSEL marred 
in'the hand 7 the potter (d). How mean their origin 
How curiouſly God framed them into a church and na- 
tion, on the wheel of his providence ! How awfully he 
at laſt broke them to pieces in his wrath ! 

32. They are repreſented as a LINEN GIRDLE MAR 
RED, lying in à hole by the river Euphrates (e). By 
ſpecial covenant care, and worſhip, God had cauſed 
them to cleave to him, as his peculiar people; but for 
their fin, he gave them up, to be carried to Chaldeay oa the 


(a) Jer. vi. 30. 5 8; (0 Jer. xiii. 1 2. | (9) HoC. wit. 4 
(4) Jer. xi (e) Jer. xiii. 111. 
banks 
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banks of the Euphrates, where their glory was marred, 
and their public worſhip moſtly diſuſed. 

33. Jeruſalem, their principal city ; and Samaria the 
metropolis of the ten tribes, are repreſented as MOUN- 
TAINS or HILLS (a); becauſe they were built on hills; 
and were conſpicuous in glory and wealth. 

34. Jeruſalem is repreſented as a city pourtrayell on a' 
tile (5); to ſignify its contemptible and weak condition, 
before the Chaldeans took it. The iron pan ſurround- 
ing this portrait, ſignified God's determinate purpoſe to 
puniſh the inhabitants ; and the Chaldeans fixed rage 
againſt, and their fafe and determined ſiege of the city. 
Ezekiel's lying three hundred and ninety days before this 
portrait on his leſt fide, and forty on his right, to bear 
the iniquity of Iſrael and Judah, ſignified that in the 
Chaldean deſtruction of Jeruſalem, God would have an 
eye to the Jews contipuance for three hundred and ninety 
years, in approving the fin of the ten tribes ; and their 
having grievoufly rebelled themſelves, during forty years 
of Manaſſeh's reign, or from the thirteenth year of Jo- 
fab, to the eleventh of Zedekiah. | 

35. She is compared to a FOUNTAIN (c). Ah how 
her inhabitants caſt forth and diffuſed wickedneſs, through 
every part of their conduct! and ſpread evil courſes in- 
to the cities and country around 

36. She is compared to a' FURNACE (4d). How the 
flaming wrath of the Lord raged againſt her inhabitants! 
In her, how he tried and purified his people, and con- 
ſumed droſſy multitudes of wicked men! 

37. She is eompared to a BOILING POT or CAL- 
DRON (e). In her dwelt the principal wicked men of 
Judah; and were tormented by the fiery wrath of God, 
and fury of the enraged Chaldeans, Ah what a ſcum 
of wicked perſons and prevalent crimes was in her ! 
The face towards the north, implies, the Chaldeans 
coming againſt her from the north. She was not the 
caldron to theſe carried into captivity, or {lain without 
the walls, 


5 (a) OW = 3- Amos vi r. (5) Ezek.iv. x.---8. (0) | Jer 
1. 7. EXxi. 9 1 
Ezek. xxiv. 314. = Ki. 3» | * 20 22 (e) Jer 113 
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38. She is called a cur or TRKEMBLING' and 301. 
DENSOME STONE to her enemies (a). What terror and 
overthrow did the Maccabees ſpread among her belieger; 
aud foes! How happy, firm; and fixed, ſhall be the 
Jews millennial ſtate! With what oppreſſing trouble, 
madneſs, aſtoniſtiment, and ruin, ſhall God ſmite their 
oppoſers, who attempt to exclude them from their 
ancient land! 

39. The Jewiſh princes are likened to Lions; and 
their judges to RAVENING WOLVES (5); becauſe of their 
fraud, their tyranny, and cruel] oppreſſion and murders, 
eſpecially of the poor and godly. Their eating the 
fleſh of Gods people; flaying of their ſkin; breaking 
their bones in pieces, imply, their taking every method 
to oppreſs and deprive them of their ſubſtance. Their 
not gnawing the bones in the morning, imports their vo- 
racious delight in cruelty; and ſpeedy execution of it 
without delay, 

40. The Jewiſh governors are likened to a HEARTH 
or FIRE among wood; and a TORCH OF FIRE #7 & 
ſheaf (c). In the time of the Maccabees, and in the 
beginnning of the millennium, what terror, havock, 
and ruin, they ſpread among their oppoſers ! 

4. Uzziah and Hezekiah are repreſented as Furtovs 
SERPENTS (4). Wich what fury and diſpatch did their 
troops attack, terrify, and deſtroy the Philiſtines ! 

42. Zedekiah is called the BrReaATH of the Few 
noſtrils (e). Him they expected to be a diſtinguiſhed 
means of their preſervation and comfort, whether in 
Judea or Babylon. But ah how diſappointed, when he 
fell into the hand of the Chaldeans, a fugitive ! — On 
every earthly thing, write, my ſoul, diſappointment, 
vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 

43. Pekah king of Ifrae}, with his ally Rezin king of 
Syria, are call@ the rAILS of ſmoaking fire-brands (J); 
to repreſent their weakneſs; the vanity of their impo- 
tent fury and purpoſes againſt Judah ; and the near ap- 
proach of their ryin, | 

44. Zerubbabel, Nehemiah, and other rulers and 


(a) Zech. sii. 2. ---4. (hb) Mic. iii. 2. 3. Zeph. il. 3. 
) Zech. xii» 6. (4) 16. xiv. 29. () Lam. iv. 20. (f) If vi. 4 
| helpers 
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belpers of the Jews; are the four "laborious, though 
mean-like CARPENTERS, that frayed awaythenonrns(a), 
the Samaritans, Ammonites, Arabians, Syrians, and 
others, who haraſſed the Jews aſter their return from 


Babylon . 


II. O the Eygptians. 
1. The Egyptians are compared to a FLY (5); allu- 


ding to the ſwarms of flies in their country: and for 


their number, their ſwift march, and troubleſome an- 
noyance. 

2. They are likened to a FAIR HEIFER (c). Ia the 
days of Pharaoh necho, how glorious and flouriſhing 
their kingdom! how great their proſperity and wealth 
but how quickly deſtruction came! Pride goeth before 
deſtruction, and an haughty ſpirit before a fall. 

3. They are likened to yis AES (d). Among the 


ſtreams of the Nile they reſided; great was their num- 


ber, their ſtupidity, and readineſs to oppreſs their infe- 
riors. Their ticking to their king's ſcales, imports their 


faithful cleaving to his intereſt in peace and war: or 


perhaps, their obſtinate rebellion againſt Pharaoh-ho- 
hrah. | 

: 4+ They are likened to sxRPExNTs (e); to denote the 
abje& ſtate to which the Chaldeans, and their own civil 
war in the reign of Pharaoh-hophrah, reduced them; 
and their mournful howling over their condition. 

5. They are likened to a ForEsT (J). How ſur- 
prizing the number of their cities; and of the inhabi- 
tants | How flouriſhing a long time their proſperity ! How 
expoſed to, and at laſt conſumed, by the fire of God's 
wrath ! 

6. They and their king are likened to BROKEN 
zEEDS (g). How inſufficient and untruſty helpers ! 
Inſtead of aſſiſting the Jews againſt the Aſſyrians or 
Chaldeans, according to promiſe and expectation ; they 
rather run into their hand, by promoting their ruin. 

7. Their country is called an 1RoN FURNACE; and 


(a) Zech. i. 20. 21. I. vii. 18. (e) Jer. xlvi. 20. 


%) Ezek. Xxix. 3.5. (e, Jer. xlvi. 222 (J) Jer. xlvi. 24. 
(2) Ezck. xxix. 6. : 
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HOUSE OF BONDAGE (a), What terrible tormen;, 
cruel ſlavery, and murder, the Hebrews here ſuſtained 

8. Their king is repreſented as an EAGLE: with 
2 wings and many ſeathers (5), becauſe of his exten- 

ive power and dominion over many tribes. Zedekigh 
king of Judah entering into a league with him againſ} 
the Chaldeans, is the vine turning towards him, to je 
watered by him. 

9. He is repreſented as a DRAGON; ALEVIATHAN; 2 
CROCODILE (c). Among, and about the ſtreams of 
Nile, haunted by theſe creatures, he ruled. And hoy 
diſtinguiſhed his terribleneſs, cruelty, and power to de- 
Fend himſelf, and hurt others 

10. Pharaoh - necho is repreſented as a Nos paſing 
at the time appointed (d). Notwithſtanding of his 
haughty boaſting, noiſy preparation, and furious march 
againſt the Chaldeans at Carchemiſh by the Euphrates, 
he and his mighty hoſt were quickly routed, and put tc 
a moſt ſhameful flight, 


IN. Of the Afyrians, 


1. The Aſſyrians are compared to EAGLES (0. 
With what rapidity did they come up, to ruin the ten 
tribes ! and to haraſs and waſte the kingdom of Judah 

2. They are likened to Lions (J). With what noiſe, 
terror, irreſiſtible force, and bloody cruelty, they, under 
Pul, Tiglath-pileſer, Shalmanezer, Sennacherib, and Efar 
haddon, waſted, conquered, and murdered, the nation: 
around them 

3. They are compared to EES (g); alluding to tle 
multitude of bees in their country; and becauſe of thei 
number, their noiſe, their deſperate rage, and torment 
ing cruelty ; and their ready anſwering the Lord's in 
vitation to puniſh the nations, 

4. They are likened to an EAST wind (5). Fron 


the eaſt they invaded the nations, What deceitful and 


ow 


(a) Jer. xi. 4. Exod. xx. 2 (ö) Ezek. xvii. 7. (6) Pſa 
Ixxiv. 14 If. xxvii. 1. Exzck. xxxil. 2. (4) Jer xlvi. i 
de) Hoſ: viii. . (/ If. v. 29. (0 IC vii. 1. (ö) Bd 
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unſabſtantial helpers! what ſweeping, blaſting, and de- 


ſtructive enemies to men! _ 

5. They are called the waTERs of the river, firong, 
and many (a). On the banks of Euphrates, and Hidde- 
kel, or- Tigris, they reſided. How numerous, noiſy, 
powerſul, and prevalent! Their paſſing through the 
breadth of Immanuel's land, and reaching even to the 
neck, ſigniſies their rendering themſelves maſters of the 
whole kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah; Jeruſalem alone 
excepted, which was left alone in the midſt of the land, 
as a cottage in a garden of cucumbers, 

5. They are likened to a DAN and cuksxvr- 
TREE (b). For ſome ages, how great and flouriſhing 
the glory and wealth of their empire! how high and 
ſoaring their power and pride! what multitudes of na- 
tions and perſons lived under the wide-fpread ſhadow of 
their authority and protection! 1 

7. The Aſſyriane, or other nations, enemies of Iſrac!, 
are likened to a $H1P or GALLEY (c). They are curious 
ia their form; move on the ſca of this world; are toſſed 
with the ſtorms of adverſity, Kings, and other chief 
rulers, are the maſts and mariners ; princes and inferior 
rulers are the tack/ings ; their armies, are the fails and 
dars. The Aſſyrian army had their tack/ings loo/24, 
when moſt of their commanders wens cut off, They 
could not ſtrengthen the hat, by alliſting their king 
Sennacherib. They could not ſpread the ſail, the molt 
of their troops being cut off before Jeruſalem, 

8. They are called God's Rop and axis (4). By ther. 
he ſcourged and cut off many kingdoms. By then he 
cut down the barren tribes of Iſrael, and carried them 
into captivity ; and ſeyerely corrected the hypocritic ones 
of Judah and Benjamin. How unreaſonably they mag- 
nihed themſelves againſt God their manager, and 4 
ſcribed their conqueſts to themſelyes ! 

9. They are called an hired razor, having the 
beard and the feet (6). With rich fpoils, God hiced 
them, to puniſh and deſtroy the ſinful nations: and by 
them, eſpecially in Iſrael and Judah, he cut off malti- 
tudes, ſmall and great. 

II. viii. 7. 8. 90 Ezek. xxx i. 2. (c)- IG, xxxi1i, 2t. 23 
% I x 5.159. (e) If vii. 20. f 
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10. They are likened to FutL'(a). Having by then 
puniſhed the nations, God cafi them into the deſſrudin 
4lames of his vengeance, till their nation was conſumed: 
and by a hery plague he cut off Sennacherib's army he. 
fore Jeruſalem, h 

11. That army is likened to a DREAM, and ich. 
vis1ON (5), Amid their expectations to do mighty 
things, God's wrath diſcovered their inſignificancy, an 
reduced them in an inſtant to almolt nothing, 

12. Perhaps Sennacherib their King, is called Leys. 
THAN ; that ſirong and piercing ſerpent (c); for hi 
diſtinguiſhed pride, power, and terrible appearance, 
But is not rather the Egyptian king, or Antichriſt, there 
ſpoken of ? . 7 


TV. CF the Chaldean empire, 


1. The Chaldean empire is likened to a pESTIT U 
wipow (4). At laſt, how her glory faded! hoy 
mournfolly bereaved of her kings, armies, power, and 
wealth! How was the city Babylon burat, haraſſed, 
enſlaved, and finally reduced to a deſart! 

2. It is compared to a Lion, with eagle's wings (e) 
becauſe cf their noiſe, their bloody cruelty, their itte. 
ſiſtible boldneſs, fury, and might; apd for their rapid 
ſucceſs in conquering the nations around. What terrißed 
multitudes readily ſubmitted, and craved their ſhadowing 
protection, till the Medes and Perſians ruined it. 

3. It is perhaps compared to a CHARIOT with RED 
hoxſes, iſſuing from between mountains of braſs (J. 
Notwithſtanding difficulties unnumbered, their forces, 
according to the ſettled purpoſes of God, extended their 
power; and by bloody conqueſts, deſtroyed and en- 
flaved the nations. 

4. It is called a GOLDEN HEAD, and GOLDEN CUP; 
and Babylon, its metropolis, a GOLDEN CiTy . 
Aſtoniſhing was the glory, wealth, and power of tt. 
How wide-ſpread their dominion ! By them, how fear 


(a) Iſ. xxx. 27.32. (E) Tf. xxix. 7. 8. 0 Tf. xxvill 
(4) 16 xlvii. (% Dan. vii. 4 () Zech. vi. I. 2. (£) Dan. ! 
32. Jer. Ii. 7. If. xiv. 4. 
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fully God meaſured cut the wine of kis wrath to the 
nations! and cauſed them to drink it! 

It is called God's BATTLE- BOW, or AXE ; the Au- 
MER of the whole earth (a). By theſe Chaldeans, God 
fought againſt, conquered, and broke in pieces, the moſt 
of the then principal nations on earth, 

6, It is called God's THRESHING ; and the coxN of 
bis floor (B). What fearful vengeance ſeized it, by the 
Medes and Perſians! Where is now their glory and 
power! is it not threſhed out? Mighty Babylon, de- 
ffroying mountain, conſpicuous and overwhelming de- 
ſtroyer, how now threſhed to the duſt ! razed to the 
foundation ! rendered a burnt mountain! a heap of rub- 
biſn! and habitation of wild and venomous bealits ! 

7. The Chaldean troops under Nebuchadaezzar, are 
likened to WATCHERS VH a feld (c). Carefully they 
watched at the ſiege of Jeruſalem ; apprehended ſuch as 
fled from the city: and execute jadgments upon them. 

8. They are reprelented as FISHERS 3 HUNTERS 5 
and FOwLER&S (4). How earneſtly they laboured for 
the deſtruction of men! hid ſnares, digged pi's, and 
purſued for their liſe! And ah ! how they /acrificed 1 
their own net; impating their wariike ſucceſs, not to 
God's providence; but to their own craſty plots, and 
vigorous efforts ! : 

9. They are repreſented as six MEN, armed with 
Naughter-xveapons, and directed by one clothed inlinen (e). 
Armed with Jeſus' righteous permiſſion, and with wea- 
pons of war, they, under his direction and rule, entered 
the Jewith temple, flew the princes and rulers ; but 


ſpared moſt of the godly, who mourned over the fins of 


their people, 4 

10. They are compared to sERPENTsS (J). How 
noted their craft! inveterate their rage! cruel and cer- 
tain their murder! — Ah! how hath fin changed men, 
into the likeneſs of the old ſerpeat, the devil! 

It, They are likened to an EAST WIND; a DRY 
ix p from the wilderneſs ; and a WHIRLWIND (g). 
From the regions eaſt of Judea they iſſued; and with 


(a) Jer. li. 20. and l. 23. (7) If. xxi. 10. (c) Jer. iv. 16. 
(4) Hab. i. 15.--- 17. (e) Ezck. ix. (f) Jer. viii. 17. 
Hab. i. 9. Jer. iv. 11. 13. 
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aſtoniſhing rapidity, and irreſiſtible force, they ſpread 
trouble, blaſting, and ruin, among men. 

12. They are likened to cLovDs (a). How nume. 
rous their» body! how exalted their power! how rapid 
their march! and terrible their aſpe& ! what dreadfy 
means of divine wrath, to the nations around ! | 

13. Nebuchadnezzar, their diſtinguiſhed monarch, is 
likened to a great EAGLE with long wings, and full if 
feathers (b). How great his power! how extenſive his 
authority! how diſtinguiſhed his ability, to protect his 
ſubjects! His various colours, denote the diverlified 
laws and cuſtoms of his empire. His coming to Leba- 
non, crepping off the top of a cedar, and carrying it ini 
a land of traffic, and city of merchants, ſigniſies his 
invading Judea by the way of Lebanon; and carrying 
of Jehoiachin, and other princes of Judah, to Babylon, 
his wealthy metropolis. , His taking cf the feed of the 
land ; planting it by great waters ; and making it a vin 
of Ii fiature; bending her branches towards him ; figni- 
hes his taking Zedekiah, cauſing him to ſwear ſubjection, 
and conſtituting him his tributary deputy, or king of 
Judab, 

14. He is likened to a flo, wor Fr, and LEOPARD (c); 
becauſe of his powers authority, courage, craft, cove- 
touſneis ; and hw terrible and barbarous haraſſing and 
murdeting ci the nations, | 

15. He is compared to a large and ſhadowy TREE, 
cut down by erder of #42 heavenly watchers (d). Great 
indeed was his glory, power, and authority. Multitudes 
of men ſubmitted to him, and ſhared his protection. But 
aſter long proſperity, how wrathfully cut down for us 
wickedneſs ! ſeven years deprived of his reaſon and 
government! | 

16. The Chaldean monarch is repreſented as the 10» 
CIFER, or merning far fallen from heaven (e). How 
bright the glory of Nebuchadnezzar ! how powerful his 
infuence on earth! At firſt, how {plendid the power 
and brightneſs of Belſhazzar ! but ah, how wretched 
his laſt end! how deprived of his dignity, his thority, 


(a) Jer. iv. 13. (/) Ezek. xvii. 3.-—- 6, (c Jer. v. I. . 


and 


(1) Dan. iv. 10.---17. (0%) II. xiv. 12. 
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and grandeur, and caſt out as an abominable and baſe 
perſon ! 


V. Of the Perſian empire. 


1. The Perſian empire is likened to a BEAR rai/ing u 
himſelf on one fide, having three ribs in his mouth, and 
bid ariſe, and devour much fleſh (a). Though leſs 
wealthy, ſtrong, and glorious at firſt, than the Chalde- 
an; with much craft, ſagacity, and bloody cruelty, was 
it ſettled and maintained. Multitudes of nations were 
torn, conquered, and reduced by it. Towards the welt- 
fide, it eſpecially raiſed and exerted itſelf ; conquering 
and ſpoiling the three wealthy kingdoms' of Lydia, 
Babylon, and Egypt. 

2. It is repreſented as a two-horned ram, puſhing 
northward, ſouthward, and weſtward, till furiouſly de- 
firoged by a he-goat (b). Conſiſting of the two king- 
doms of Media and Perſia, it made extenſive conqueſts 
towards the airths mentioned, and became an empire, 
containing an hundred twenty and ſeven provinces, till 
the furious Greeks overturned and ruined it, | 

3. It is perhaps repreſented as a CHARIOT with Black: 
horſes, iſſuing from between mountains of braſs (c). Ac- 
cording to the purpoſe of God, and maugre all oppo- 
ſition, was it eſtabliſhed. — At firſt, the Perſians were 
ſirong, and warlike; under Cyrus, terrible to the na- 
tions; under Cambyſes, and ſome others, troubleſome to 
the people of God. Their going out into the north” 
country, may denote their conquelt of Chaldea north- 
ward of Judea; and of Leſſer Alia; and their invaſions 
of Greece, In this they guieted God's ſpirit, as they 
execute his judgments, and made his wrath to relt on 
Babylon. | 2408 

4. It is compared to a BREAST” AND ARMS OF Stu- 
VER (4). With diſtinguiſhed prudence, alert activity, 
noted bravery, and no ſmall humanity, did Cyrus found - 
it; and render it noted for wealth and grandeur, the 
power of the Medes and Perſians being unite, | 

5. King Cyrus is repreſented as a RAVENOUS BEAST 


(a) Dan. vij 5. 6) Dan. viii. 3. 4. Zech. vi. 3. 6. 
(a) Dan. Ii. 32 5 
A 4-3. ft ou 
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from the eaſt (a). From the eaſt he marched again} 
Chalaca; and with amazing terror and ſucceſs, ravaged 
and conquered the nations, to the weſt of his country, 

6. He and Nebuchadnezzar are called God's skR. 
vanTs (5). Signally he raiſed them up, and employed 
them to execute his work among the nations; and. with 
the ſpoil, he richly rewarded their labour. 


VI. CF the Grecian empire. 


1. The Grecian empire is repreſented as a winged and 
four-beaded LEOPARD (e); to denote the craft, rapidity, 
and violence, wherewith Alexander founded it; and to 
mark out the diviſion of it, after his death, into the four. 
principal kingdoms of Egypt, Syria, Aſia the Leſs, and 
Greece, | 

2. It is repreſented as a Horned E- Oer, that vil. 
out touching the ground, run, trod down, and ſtamped lo 
pieces, a two: horned puſhing ram (d); to mark the ta- 
pidity and iorce wherewith the Greeks, under Alexander, 
marched into Aſia; attacked, conquered, and broke to 
pieces, che proud and puſhing Medo-Perſiao kingdom, This 

goat's notable horn between his eyer, is Alexander the, 
Great, as attended with his prudent and ſagacious generals, 
This broken, feur came up in its ſtead; he cut off by an 
untimely death; his empire was divided into four prin- 
cipal ſqvereignties.; and himſelf ſucceeded by four chief 
princes, Ptolemy in Egypt, Seleucus in Syria, Antigo- 
nus in Leſſer Aſia, and Caſſander in Macedonia and 
Greece; The little horn which ſprung ſrom one: of theft, 
and waxed great and ſirong tewards the ſouth, eaſt, and 
weſt, and magnified. himſelf againſt God and his ſaints, 
is Antiochys ' Epiphanes, a. deſcendant: of Selcucus, 4 
very contemptible perſon, who craftily got inta the throne 
of: Syria; defeat the Egyptians on the: ſouth ; ſubdued 
the Medes, Perſians, and Armenians. on the eaſt ; and 
reduced part of Leſſer Afra, with Judea, on the weſt; and 


finally, inſulted the Jewiſh temple, aboliſhed the-daily, 


ſacrifice, ſet up an image of Jupiter in tbe ſagQuary, 


( HL, vl vi. 10. (ö) 10 Xlv, 1. Jer. xxvii. 6. (% Dan. vii 6 
Dan. Y 111 $* „14 
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commanded the Jews to eat ſwines fleſh, and murdered” 


ſach as refuſed ; till, at laſt, he was fearfully deſtroyed 


of God. - WR 
3. It is perhaps repreſented as a cnartor, with 
aubite horſes going after the black horſes (a); to denote 


Alexander's kindneſs to the Jews ; his rapid viRories 
and conqueſt, while he attacked and purſued the Per- 
ſans, and took from them the very countries they had 
wreſted from the Chaldeans. 


4. It is compared to a BELLY and THIGHS of braſs 6). 


Without diſtinguiſhed wealth, the Greeks were exceed- 
ing courageous, hardy, brave, and invincible, but too oft 
intemperate and drunken. Soon after Alexander's. 
death, it was formed into two thigh- like ſovereignties of 
Syria on the north, and Egypt on the ſouth ; between 


which there were manifold bickerings, till, as related by 


Daniel, chap. xi. both were ſwallowed up by the Ra- 
mans, . | 


VII. Of the. Roman empire. 


1. The Roman empire is repreſented as a pRaGoNn = 


23 an exceeding TERRIBLE beaſt, very different from 
others, having iron teeth and brazen- nails.; treadi 


daun and devouring every thing it found (c). Not in 


the form of an abſolute monarchy, like the Chaldean, 
Perſian, and Grecian, but of a commonwealth, it was 


ſettled ; and with aſtoniſhing terror, force, cruelty, 


craft, and murder, it conquered and enſlaved the molt. 
part of the then knowr world. 

2. It is repreſented as a BEAST with ſeven heads and. 
ten horns (d). Succeſſively it had ſeven forms of go- 
vernment, of kings, conſuls, dictators, decemvirs, tri- 


bunes, emperors, popes, Its metropolis was built on 
ſeven hills; and at laſt the empire was divided into. ten 
kingdoms, | | | 

3. It reſembles a cyarroT with grizzlid and bay. 


berſes going towards: the ſouth (e). They eſpecially, 
puſhed” their conqueſts ſouthward, in Aſia and Africa. 
ravaged and conquered the promiſed land; and from the 


(1) Zech. vi. 3. 6: Dan. ii. 32. C Dan. vii. 7. 2. 
(HF ey. xvii. 3. (e) Tech. vi. 3. 6. 7: 1 
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north did the Goths, Huns, and Vandals, march to and 
fro, in ravaging and ruining this empire. 
4+ It is repreſented as LEGS OF IRON, with feet and 

toes of iron, mixed with miry clay (a); to denote their 
laſting courage, ſtrength, and warlike ſueceſs; its di. 
viſion into the eaftern and weſtern empite; and. its final 
_ diviſion into ten fovereignties z which, compoſed partly 

of Romans, and partly of Barbarians, never rightly in- 
corporate together; nor could diſplay the ancient vigour 
and might. 

VIII. Of Tyre. 


1. Tyre is called the crowning ir (5). How 
aſtoniſhing her wealth ! how honoured and powerful her 
merchants ! what amazing pomp, grandeur, and orna- 
ments, were therein ufed ! D122 251. 

2. Their king is called a covering CHERUB (c). He 
was the glorious and royal protector of his ſubjects. He 
had been in Eden the garden of God ; had lived amidſt 
the utmoſt plenty, pleafure, and ſafety. He was covered 
with precious ſtones, walked up and down among ſtones. 
of fire. He had his crown, his clothes, his palace, 
moſt richly adorned, with precious and ſparkling jewels, 
Amid all this glory, O Jeſus, how much interior to 
. thee! "ET 8 


IX. F the Saracens.- 


1. The Saracens reſemble the LocusTs and scor+ 
PT1ONS in the viſion of the fifth Apocalyptic trumpet (4), 
Sprung from the ſmoke of the bottomleſs pit, animate 
with the moſt abſurd deluſion, and under the ſtandard of 
Mahomet, that infernal and -deſtroying agent, they, 
eſpecially for an hundred and fifty years, or five pro- 
phetic months, from A. D. 612. to 762. ſpread the molt 
ſhocking ravage, torment, deſolation, and deluſion, 


through many of the moſt populous countries, and ren- 


dered the lives of multitudes their burden; but were not 
permitted to undo any of God's choſen ſaints, or ravage 
Savoy and Piedmont, where many of them were hid. 


(2) Dan. ii. 33- G) IC xxili. 8. (0) Ezck. xxviii. 13. 14 
(a) Rev. 1X.. Jo==- I Is 
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X. / the Turks, 


7, The Turks are likened to Four ANGELS” once 
bound, but under the fixth trumpet looſed from the river 
Euphrates, that for a year, a month, a day, and an hour, 
they might deſtroy the third part of men (a). Reftrained 
of God ; reſtrained by the warlike expeditions of the 
European Chriſtians to the Holy Land, their four ſulta- 
nies or kingdoms long ſubſiſted, near to the Euphrates, 
Terrified at the invafion of the Tartars under Jengiz- 
Chan, Soliman- Shah, the' founder of the Othman race, 
with his three ſons, attempted to paſs the river to the 
weſtward. He was drowned, and two of his ſons re- 
turned. Ortogrul the third, with his three ſons, ſome- 
time after paſſed it, and ſettled in Armenia, In 1281, 
he began his conqueſts on the Chriſtians, in the taking 
of the city Kutah in Aſia. Thence forward, for 391 
years, till the taking of Caminick from the Poles, in 
1672, they, with a multitude of cavalry, and terrible 
fre-arms, made fearful havock of apoſtate Chriſtians, and 


others, in Aſia, Africa, and Europe. 


2. The Turkiſh and other Mahometan powers, are 
likened to the river EurHRATES (5), At preſent, they 
impede the converſion of the eaſtern nations to Chrilt ; 
but in a little, they ſhall be dried up; ſhall have their 
power brought low, and their deluſion aboliſhed ; that 
the kings, and kingdoms of the eaſt, may be turged to 
the Lord, N | 


'Þ Bo hf 6 


Of metaphors reſpecting armies and their officers, 


Is RMIES are compared to EAGL&is, or like ra- 

venous fowls (c); becaufe of their far, their 
ſwift, and deſtructive marches; their delighting in ravage 
and blood; and their ſagacious diſcerning, and caretul 
improving of opportunities, to do miſchief, 


(a) Rev. ix. 13.---20, (5) R ey. xvi. 12. (Deut. xxviit. 
4 Lula xvii. 34. 
2, They 
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2. They are likened to Lions, and ſimilar wild 
beaſts (a). How dreadful their noiſe ! their power 
their terrors! How furiouſly they ſeize and deſtroy 
what comes in their way! and how terrible the yelling 
of their wounded ! 

3. They reſemble $warms oF BEES (5). How 
eaſily excited to their enterprize-! How regularly they 
obey and follow- their commanders! How deſperately 
they ſting, torment, and trouble, their oppoſers ! How 
madly diſpoſed: to hazard their life, to revenge a trifling 
injury! And ſometimes how eaſily routed ! 

4. They are likened to ſwarms of FLIES ; LocusTs; 
GRASHOPPERS 3 CATERPILLARS (c). How numerous 
and annoying! How ſadly they waſte and haraſs the 
countries they invade! How wide and quick they 
ſpread torment, havock, and ruin ! 

5. They are compared to FLOCKS or MHERDS (4); 
becauſe of their number, their order of marching, and 
walteful influence. Their officers are the ſhepherds, 
who lead, govern, and provide for them, Lazy and 
enriched ſoldiers, are the /at bullocks. 

6. They are likened to a FOREST (e), for their viſibi 
lity and multitude, Their - captains are the choice trees 
and top branches. How oft is the deſtructive fire of di- 
vine Wrath kindled among them, to burn many of them 
out of life, and into the lowelt hell! 

7. They are compared to FLAMES of fire (V). How 
terrible and furious! How hard to be reſiſted! How 
unmercifully they ſpread borror and ruin! How rapid- 
ly they invade a country, conſume its product, and mut- 
der its inhabitants! 

8. They are likened to winD;3 WATERS; RIVERS; 
FLOODS (g). How powerful ! terrible! miſchievous ! 
numerous! and hard to be reſiſted ! 

9. They are repreſented as a wins (%). How rapid 
their march! How ſweeping their influence! And how 
protecting their power and favour ! 


(% Jer. li. 38. (5) Pal. cxvi. 12. (c Nah. iii. 15 
(1) Jer. vi 3. fe) IC. x. 18. 19 (f) Jer. xlviii. 45+ 
(g) Il. xxviü. 2. Dan xi. 22. () Dan. ix. 27. | 
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Of metaphors reſpecting families, and their members, 


I. Family is called a novsE; a TABERNACLE (a). 

Here we dwell together in houſes or tents. 
Like houſes, they oft need new repairs. One genera- 
tion cometh, and another goeth away. Like tabernacles, 
they are eaſily deſtroyed or changed. | 

2. In our tranſlation, a huſband is repreſented as a 
COVERING of the eyes (b), as he protects the perſon, cha- 
ſtity, and concerns of his wife. But might not the 
words rather be tranſlated, to ſuggeſt, that the 7houſand 
pieces of filver given to Sarah by Abimelech, were to buy 
veils for her and her maidens? Truly, O Jeſus, it is 
thine to cover my eyes, my conſcience, and my all. 

3. A good wife is repreſented as a zu:LDER of her 
houſe (c). Not oaly ſhe readily bailds it up with chil- 
dren; but in every reſpect, promotes the welfare and 
proſperity thereof. But the fooliſh p/ucketh it dowwn ; 
mars tlie peace and proſperity thereof. Thrice happy, 
that my hands cannot pluck down the Lord, who is my 
habitation |! . 

4. A wife is repreſented as a FRUITFUL vINE (dh. 
Frail, and ſubject to many infirmities, ſhe brings forth an 
amiable increaſe of children, Her cleaving to the fides 
of her huſband's houſe, implies her keeping at home; not 
given to idle gadding, or waſteful diverſion ; nor to creep 
into her neighbours houſes, as a buſy- body. Lord je- 
ſus, how far am I from ſo cleaving to my proper work ! 

5. A wife is likened to a LOVING HIND, and EEA. 
SANT ROE; a HELFER, A LAMB (e); becauſe of her a- 
greeable comelineſs ; lovelineſs; kind affection; and de- 
lightful company. n d 9 FT 

6. She is compared to a;FOUNTAIN (J). What a 
pleaſant ſource of comfort and uſefulneſs to her family, 


(:) Prov. xiv. I. 1 f. (b) Gen. xx. 16. 0 Prov. Kiy, I. 
(4) Pal. cxxviii. 3. (#) Prov. v. 19. /) Prov. v. 13. * 
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is a good wife! And what an agreeable mother of chil. 
dren, that, like /reams, may be diſperſed abroad 

7. She is a GOOD THING (a). An eminent bleſſing to 
her huſband, children, and ſervants ; and he that hath 
a good wife, has obtained a ſignal favour of the Lord. 

8. She is called the DE SIRE OF THE EYES (5); becauſe 
of the delight men take in ſeeing, and in connection 
with, their beloved wives. Surpriſing ! O Jeſus, are thy 
heart and eyes on me continually ! | 

9. A good wife is repreſented as a beautiful oRN- 
MENT (c). She brings credit and honour to her huſ- 
band and family, O were I ſo to Chriſt ! 

10. A bad wife is likened to the wind (d); becauſe 
of her unſettled humour; her noiſy, boiſterous, and 
troubleſome converſation: and as the wind, and the 


_ vintment on a man's hand, will diſcover itſelf; ſo, not- 


withſtanding of her huſband's care, will ſhe diſcover her 
infirmity and ſhame. 
11, A contentious wife reſembles a conTinvil 
DROPPING (e). Perpetually ſhe will be haraſling her 
huſband and family with her ſcolding and ſtrife. Better 
dwell in a corner of the wilderneſs, than live with her in 
a palace. | 
12. A bad wife is ROTTENNESS to her husband' 
bones (J). Either ſhe wickedly ſeduces him, to ſow © 
the fleſh corruption, and ſo pine away in his iniquity: 


or her troubleſome behaviour burdens his ſpirit and 


haſtens his natural death. Thrice happy, O Jeſus, that 


wicked I cannot be rottenneſs to thee ! } 


13. Children are likened to yLanTs, and 071vt- 
PLANTS, around their father's table (g). How pleaſant, 
when they keep their due order! What a promihng ap- 
pearance of joy, honour, and ſupport, ts their parents 


But ah, how oft death quickly cuts down the plants! or 


fin withers them! 
14. Children are compared to a Lamy or cot (6), 
Lighted into life by means of their parents, how they 
tend to the comfort of families; the promoting of warn 
(% Prov. xviii. 22. (5) Ezek. xxiv. 16. Prov. xii 4 
(4) Prov. xxvii. 16. („% Prov. xix. 13. Y Prov: x 4 
C) Pal. exxviii. 3. (9 2 Sam. xiv. 7. 3 
affection ! 
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affection! How, with their ſhining light, they are a 
laſting honour and renown to their parents! 

15. They reſemble STREAMS of water diſperſed in 
the fireets (a). How delighrful and comely to fee them 
in the ſtreets at their lawfut employment, or innocent 
diverſion | Ah, O Fountain of living waters, how oft 
they run, and twine about our heart, and ſteal away our 
love from thee ! ; 

16. They are _ repreſented as arrows of ſtrong 
men (). What a protection and defence to their pa- 
rents and families! But let my great armour be of 
God. 

17. They are repreſented as the HERITAGE: and RE. 
warD of God (c). He beſtows them upon parents; and 
to him ſhould they gratefully dedicate them as his pro- 
perty, and train them up in his ſervice. | 

18. They are repreſented as a crown to their fa- 
thers (4). How honourable to be the regular means of 
producing inſtruments to glorify God, and veſſels to re- 
ceive his redeeming mercy! Lord, may mine be ſuch. 

19. Daughters are repreſented as poli/hed co NR. 
$TONES (e). What comelineſs and beauty they often 
poſſeſs! What uſeful means of order and connection 
between families! Am I a daughter of heaven's King, 
all-glorious within, and my clothing of wrought pold ! 

20. Brethren are Bern for adverſiiy (/). Chiefly in 
trouble, they ought to ſympathize with, counſel, com- 
fort, aſſiſt, and ſupport, one another, 

21. Brethren offended are like to a wALLzn ciTy (gp), 
becauſe of the difficulty there is to reconcile and appeaſe 
them, And their contentions are like the bars of a 
firong caſile, not eaſily bruken up, and remgved. 


(a) Prov. v. 14. (5) Pal. cxxvii. 4. (c) Pal. cxxvii. 3. 
(4) Prov. xvii. 6. (c) Pal. cxliv. 12. (/) Prov. xvii. 17. 
() Prov. xYiib 19. 
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oe. 
F metapharic repreſentations of things, 


CHAS T7 


Of metaphors reſpecting God's purpoſe, and providential 
Pxecution of it. | 


SES Tc... 
Of. God's purpoſe, 


1 OD's purpoſe is repreſented as a counſel (a), 
(-; O the depth of divine wiſdom that ſhines in it! 
Without deliberation, ſuch as ours, how exaQly are all 
matters, means, and ends, therein connected! Surpri- 
fing! did JERovan conſult for the endleſs welfare, of 
thoughtleſs, wicked, worthleſs u! 
2. It is called his L EASURE, and good pleaſure (b), 
His ſovereign will is the cauſe and rule of it. And 0 
his ever · ſixed delight in the thoughts of his heart! Were 
thy delights, O IJEHO VAR, with mt ! and fhall mine not 
be with THERE! 


3. It is repreſented as a DETERMINATION and pr - 


CREE (c). By his abſolute authority are form, circum: 
ſtances, and limits, immutably ſixed, for every perſon, 
Property, and eve n. 

4. It is repreſented as KNOWLEDGE, FOREKNOW: 
LEDGE (4). Therein; creatures have any exiſtence, 
God had the moſt exact view of their nature and circum- 
ſtances. 

5. It is repreſented as MoUuNTa1xs OF BRASS, from 
between which four chariots iſſue forth to move in tht 
earth (e). How frm, unchangeable, infallible, glo- 


(a) If. xlvi. 10. (5) Eph. i. 13. Acts iv. 27. 28 
% Acts xv. 1%, (e) Zech. . vi. 2. | 
Tiobs, 
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rious, and pure! And from it do all the chariots of mi- 
niſters, angels, monarchies, and providences, go forth to 
execute its contents, | 

6. It is repreſented as a FounDAT1ON (a). How 
wiſely laid! How ſure, fixed, and immoveable! How 
it ſupports, regulates, and adorns all God's works! 
What endleſs ſtructures of creation and providence are 
built upon it! Hail, my happy ſqul, amidſt all thy 
fleeting changes, thy foundation laid by the wiſdom and 
love of God {lands ſure, having this ſeal, The Lord know- 
eth them that are his. Let me therefore, who name the 
name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity. 

7, It is repreſented as a Book (5), There every 
creature's form and cafe, every event, is orderly and 
particularly fixed. Every perſon's eternal ſtate is parti- 
cularly aſcertained. The purpoſe of election is a book 
ef life ; there the perſons, means, matter, and end, of 
mens everlaſting life, are ſixed. It is called the Lamb's 
book; becauſe we are choſen in, and ſaved by Chriſt. O 
to ſee my name written in heaven 

8. The divine purpoſe reſpecting angels and men, is 
called a PREDESTINATION OF FORE-APPOINTMENT (Cc), 
Therein each is perſonally and immutably appointed to 
everlaſting happineſs or miſery, before the foundation 
of the world; and every means conducive to theſe ends, 
ſo wiſely and infallibly fixed, as no way interferes with 
their own free wall. | 

9. The divine purpoſe, as zglating to men appointed 
to everlaſting liſe, is termed a FOREKNOWLEDGE, k- 
LECTION, or CHOICE (4), In themſelves, they were 
equally mean and unworthy as others; but God, in his 
mere ſovereignty, took notice of them, favoured, ac- 
knowledged for his, and ſeparate them from others, to 
be a peculiar people to himſelf, 


% 2 Tim. ii. 19. (5; Pal. cxxxix. 16. (o) 1 Theſſ. v. * 
(4) Rom. viii. 29. and xi. 5. 
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Of providence. - 


1. Rovidence is repreſented as God's FACE (a). 
P Therein he diſcovers his glory. By proſperity, 
he lifts up his couutenance, and ſmiles. By heavy judg- 
ments, he frowns, and cauſes men to periſh at the rebule 
of his countenance, By his watchful care, his eves run 
#0 and fro, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of ſach 
as fear him. By the breathing of his powerful influence, 
he quickens and reſtores; and by the angry b of bi 
no/trils, are men conſumed, 
2. It is repreſented as God's way; PATH ;j GOINGS; 
and FOOTSTEPS (3). Herein with pleaſure he diſplays 
his power, and gradually falfils his purpoſe. He c#mner 
to men, to relieve, comfort, and puniſh them. He turnt 
away from men, by deſertioa, or by forbearing to pu- 
niſh, His way is in the ſea, and bis foetteps not known; 
when it is hard to underſtand the nature and tendency of 
his providence; or ſee his perfections diſplayed therein, 
His paths drop down fatneſs, when provid-nces concur to 
our comfort; or when the clouds pour down their refreſh- 
ful and nouriſhing dew and rain, To /ook after God; or 
fee his goings, is, with reverence, attention, and delight, 
to obſerve, conſider, and remember the works of God, 
3. God's providence is compared to. cLovos (c). 
How lofty ;. marvellous; and incomprehenſible! How 
pregnant with events! How ſwilt and divinely directed 
the motions! To the wicked, how terrible the influence, 
and ſometimes the appearance! To the ſaints how re- 
freſhfal and fructifyxing! When I ſee the molt black, 
diſmal, and louring providences of God, gilded with the 
rainbow of his covenant, or his Sun of righteouſneſs, how 
reviving and reſtoring to my heart! Curtnaml alſo 
among the prophets; know that all things ſhall work to- 
gether ior my good, Providence is compared to a white 


() Jer. xxi. 10. (5) PCal. Ixxvii. 19. (e) IC XIX. 1. Pal 
Acvli. 2. 


cloud, 
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chud, to denote its purity, righteonſneſs, glory, and 
comelineſs ; to a thick or dark cloud, to repreſent its 
myſteriouſneſs, terribleneſs, and perplexing influence. 

4. It may be compared to enAxfors (a), There» 
by, God, with pleaſure and pomp, as it were, traverſes 
the world; orders affairs; defends, bears, and ſuppbrts 
his people; treads down, and triumphs over his ene- 
mies. It reſembles cur chariots, as it reaches to every 
circumſtance, in every end of the earth, That with re 
horſes, may denote its awful, bloody, and deſtructive 
ſcenes; that with b/ack, ns terrible, confounding, and 
perplexing diſpenſations ; that with white, its ſmiling 


diſpenſations, as ſucceeding the molt awful ; that with © 


grizzl:d and bay horſes walkinggto and fro in the earth, 
its mixed diſpenſations of mercy and judgment, obſer- 
vable in every place and circumſtance. What if the fr/# 
relate to the period of perſecution after Chriſt ; the e- 
cond to the Antichriſtian; the third to the Millennium; 
and the fourth to the lukewarm period before the | 

judgment ? | 

5. It may be compared to WHEELS (5) ; to repreſent 
the quick and eaſy motion; the myſterious nature and 
frequent changes thereof. How quickly it humbles the 
lofty, and exalts ſuch as are low! Like the wheels of a 
machine, how exactly it regalates all things in nature! 
Theſe wheels having four faces, may mark out provi- 
dence, as reſpecting all the ends of the earth; and as 
exerciſed with great tenderaeſs,-patiegce, knowledge, 
and power, Their «niform likeneſs, imports the uni- 
form tendency of providence; Their appearance as of 
a wheel within a wheel, imports its myſterious and intri- 
cate conduct. The height of their rings, and their being 
full of eyes, may fignify the tremendous nature of, and 
the infinite knowledge diſcovered in, providence, 

6. It reſembles D&Ee FLooDs (c). How myſterious 
and unſearchable! How powerful and irreſiſtible ! 
What an inexhauſtible comfort to the godly! What a. 
bottomlefs gulf of miſery to the wicked ! 

7. ln reſpect of the righteouſneſs. therein diſplayed, it 


( Zech. vi. 27. ( Exek. i. (c) Pſal. xxxvi. 6. 
| | bg reſembles 
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reſembles: KC MOUNTAINS (a). How firmly! hoy 


conſpicuouſly God diſplays and proſecutes equity and ho- 
lineſs, in every part of it! How juſtly he therein la 
bars in-the way of his enemies! and affords agreeable 
paſturage, proſpect, and ſhelter to his choſen ſheep! 
His faithfulneſs therein reaches the clouds; every diſ- 
penſation fulfilling his word, what clear, extenſive, and 
lofty diſcoverics are made thereof! | 

8. It reſembles a Lab reaching ſrom heaven ty 
earth, with the Lord at its top, and angels aſcending and 
deſcending its rounds (b). Managed and inſpected of God, 
it extends to all things above ind below; and many, if 


not moſt, of its diſpenſations, are angels employed ts 


execute. 
. 


CHAP, I. 


Af metaphors reſpecting God's. coverants with. man. 


BGT. 8 


Of the covenant of works. 


1. HE covenant of works made with Adam, and al! 
| his ſeed in him, is called a Law (c). It com- 
prehended the whole duty of man; was inforced with 
divine authority; was not an agreement betwixt equals, 
but enjoined by God to man as his ſubject. It is called 
afiery laau. Amid fiery. flames, it was publiſhed: from 
Sinai; it occaſions fiery rage in our heart againſt God; 
and worketh-for us, a fiery and everlaſting ruin. It is a 
Jaw weak through the fleſh, as by reaſon, of our corrup- 
tion, it cannot juſtify or ſave us. It is a /aw of in and 
death, as by it the offence abounds ; and fin reigns unto 
death, temporal, ſpiritual, and cternal.. | 


(4) Pfal. xxxvii 5. 6. 6% Gen xxvül, 12. % Rom 
194, 2%. : 


2, It; 


of metaphors reſpecting the covenant of works. 295 


2. It is repreſented as a 1D MASTER (a), How: 
extenſive and hard its requirements of us Without af - 
fording or allowing us any ſpiritual ſtrength or nouriſſi- 
ment, it demands, we ſhould perfectly fulfil its precepts, 
holy, juſt, and good, ſpiritual, and exceeding broad; 
and ſatisfy its unbounded penalty for our paſt offence. 
If we continue not in all things commanded; if we con- 
ſtantly keep it not in every point and degree; it curſes: 
us to endleſs miſery; and employs our conſcience to 
condemn, laſh, and torment. us. Ah, Jeſus, how long 
1 fooliſhly preferred this hard bondage, to thy eaſy yoke, 
and light burden ! | 

3. It is repreſented as a nuss (5). Solemoly 
were we married. to it in Adam. Heartily ue approve 
the match, going abaut to- eſtabliſh our own righteouf- 
neſs ; notwithſtanding of its rigour, notwithſtanding of 
the danger attending our connection with it, how deſpe- 


' rately we cleave thereto, live under it, and pretend at- 


＋ 


tempis to fulfil it, till Jeſus, Ying to aur con- 
ſcience his law · magnifying righteo 8, renders it daad 
to us, deſtitute of all power to condemn or hurt us; and 
us dead to it, freed from relation to it, love of it, or 
delightful attempts. to ſerve it! Better, my foul, dwell 
with a brawling woman in. a. ſtrait houſe, than with this 
huſband in a-wide palace of outward. proſperity, Flee 


' therefore to Jeſus; tarry nat, leſt: thou be conſumed. 


Avoid this broken law ; paſs not by him; glean never in 
his field; come not near the door of his houſe... ; 
4. It is-repreſented as a PREGNANT: WOMAN. gender - 
ing children to bondage (e). As many as are of the 
works of the law, are under the. curſe of ſlavery to Satan, 
and their corruptions. Ah their coarſe proviſion; the 
huſks of ſinful and ſenſual pleaſures! their wretched 
apparel; the filthy rags of lf righteouſneſs, and curſe 
of Almighty God! their hard ſervitude z- weary and 
heavy laden, ſerving divers luſts, and labouring in the 
fre for very vanity ! their ſorry wages; to them is re- 
ſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever! Yet the 
flavery being. natural, how is it loved and followed! 
Notwichſlanding of all that God has done for my ſoul; 


( Rom. vii. 8. (0 Rom. vil. 1.—4. ch Gal. iv. 24. 
notwithſtanding. 
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; | : In 
notwithſtanding of his changing and emptying me from tu! 
_ veſſel to veſſel, what remains of this mother's blood rus bit 
Rill in my veins! How my comfort ebbs and flows with th: 
wy frame! the challenges of my conſcience mar my th 
believing aſſurance ! the prevalence of fin, or pride of ſty 
grace, checks my exerciſe of faith on Chriſt ! my de. ca 
fects in duty mar my peace ! Ah, how I undervalue je- his 
ſus” perſon and blood! How ſtraitened in religious ex. e. 
erciſes! How diſcouraged and fretted in almoſt every 101 
condition! How ready to go ſtraight from duties to the ag 
ſervice of luſts ! ent 
5. It is called the sT&ENGTH oF $IN (a). From the de! 
ſtrictneſs of its precept, and ſeverity of its penalty, diſco- uy 
vered to the conſcience, fin takes occaſion to rage more ſer 
violently againſt God. Its curſe condemns us to lie un- tha 
der the power of ſpiritual death in treſpaſſes and fins, ſer 
And thus, as it were, enables indwelling {in to command, {ag 
work in, war againſt, wound, condemn, and lay us, fre 
O tremendous myſtery ! The holy law condemning us guy 
to a death in fin! to a lying under the power of ſinful the 
corruption, as the chief branch of our puniſhment ! 0 the 
horrid monſter fin ! which takes occaſfon from the holy, Go 
jeſt, and good commandment, to work in me all manner eſt 
of ſinful concupiſcence! O mad legaliſt, to ſeek liberty Fa 
and ſal vation by the mother e bondage | to ſeek puri- gu 
fication by the ſtrength of fin! Wonder no more, my fra 
ſoul; that the preaching of our good works, as the ground the 
of acceptance with God, renders people licentious in L 


their life. The curſe of the Almighty is upon it; how 
can it then bear good fruit! How can the ftrength of ve 
in reform the world? How can the ſource of hell open 
heaven for us? | 


S E * W 2 II. pre 


Of the covenant” of grace. Ch 


1. R covenant of grace is compared to a Rain» fou 
Bow (5). As a token, that he is well · pleaſed 
| , ( 


r Cor xx. 56. G) Rev. iv. 3, and x. 1. 
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in Chriſt ; and that floods of yengeance ſhall no more re- 
turn to deſtroy his people, has God eſtabliſhed and exhi- 
bited it. How ſweetly it comprehends all, and more 
than all, the beauties of creation! reflects the glory, 
the heavenlineſs, the refreſhing virtue, the royal maje- 
ty, and bloody ſuffering, of my Sun, my Shield, my in- 
carnate God! and gilds all the clouds of providence with 
his redeeming love! Here I behold him 4L L IN ALL, 


| even of my gloomy croſs ! Here I ſee Js rovan's bow 


inverted; his wrath turned away from me, and pdinted 
againſt the prince of the power of the air, and my other 
enemies, Bleſſed covenant, how high but how con- 
deſcendant to men of low degree! How near! how 
wide-ſtretched thine arms to receive us men, earthly, 
ſenſual, and deviliſß Him that cometh unto thee, - 
ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. Short-lived indeed, are our 
ſenſible views of thy brightneſs ; yet how pleaſant pre- 
ſages theſe, of an abundance of rain! of times of re- 
freſhing from the preſence of the Lord! Ariſe, my fa- 
miſhed, my ſcorched, my withered foul, eat, drink; 
there is a ſound of abundance of rain; to-morrow ſhalt 
thou be for ever deluged with the loving kindneſs of 
God, Bleſſed agreement, by Jeſus? ſacrifice waſt thou 
eſtabliſned, and for ever dolt thou encircle his, and his 
Father's head; they are ever mindful of thee; and re- 
gulate all their work by thee, O darling of my ſoul, 
_ not then my heart and eyes be for ever fixed on 
thee ! 

2. It reſembles Solomon's cCnartoT of de wood of 
Lebanon (a). Herein Jeſus manifeſts his infinite royal- 
ty, power, and wealth; hereby he conveys his choſen 
to his heavenlycountry ; and conquers, and captivates e- 
rery oppoſer, How precious, durable, firm, and 
fragrant its whole frame! Its pillars of filver, are its ſo- 
lid, ſubſtantial, ſhining, precious, and unchangeable 
promiſes, Its bottom of gold, is the infinitely pure, pre- 
cious, and everlaſting perfections of God, and perſon of 
Chrilt, Its covering of purple, is his bleeding righteouſ- 
neſs, the condition of it, Its mid pavement of love, its 
lource, heart, and ſubſtance, is the unbounded love, 


(=) Song iii. 9. te. 


grace 
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grace, and mercy of a God in Chriſt, In thee, bleſſed 
_ Chariot, how ſweetly; how ſafely; how quickly I ride 
to glory! How I overleap every mountain of difficulty in 
my way! How all along the paſſage, my heart melt 
with love to him, that ſo loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me ! 

3. It reſembles a BED, guarded in the night by three. 
core valiant men of Iſrael (a). Inſtated in this, O je- 
ſus, we ſweetly reſt with thee, and mutually embrace 
one another, and by thee are rendered fruitful in good 
works, Here all we the choſen children of God are 
| begotten, nouriſhed, and warmed, To guard us during 
the night of trouble and time, we are attended by th 
8 perfections, mighty angels, and faithful mini. 

ers. 

4. It is repreſented as a BUILDING and BANQUET: 
© ING-HoOvuss (5). O thrice glorious ſtructure of grace 
and mercy, whoſe foundation is Jeſus” perſon, and ]t- 
HOVvAn's love! whoſe covering is the righteouſneſs of 
an incarnate God ! whoſe (tore is all the fulneſs of Gol! 
Here, embannered with everlaſting, with all- attracting, 
all conquering love, you ranſomed drink of the ſpiced 
aui ne of the juice of his pomegranates ; receive out of his 
fulneſs grace for grace, til] there be no more room to 
receive it; joyfully feed on his fleſh, which is meat ii. 
deed, and his blood, which is drink indeed. 

5. It is repreſented as a TESTAUEN r (e). Here 
God diſpones all things into Chriſt's hand; and he be- 
queathes them to us men, finful and unworthy, With 
his blood and death, it is confirmed; and all its promi: 
ſes are in him, yea and amen, to the glory of God, 
Nor can any diſannul or add thereto. O thrice honour- 
able title to etern life! Be it a// my ſalvation, and all 
my defire, though he make it not to grow, i 

6. It is repreſented as God's oaTH (4). Therein 
hath he pledged to Chriſt, and to us in him, his exill- 
ence, life, glory, and 8 for the full accompliſh- 

ment of every promiſe thereof, O rich charter; ſure 


(e) Song iii. 6. 7. 8. Y Pal. Ixxxix. f. 2. Song i. 

c) Heb. vii. 22, (4) Pſal. cx. 4. and Ixxx'x. 3. 35+ Ezek. 

XVI. te. | 
title 
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title to eternal bliſs! God hath ſpoken ; hath written; 
hath ſworn in his holineſs, I will rejoice. In believing 
expectation, I will divide, I will commence the enjoy- 
ment of, my unbounded felicity. God hath ſworn, that 
my Chriſt is a prie/t for ever; that he hath no pleaſure in 
my death ; that he will not be wroth with me, nor re- 
buke me; that, Surely bleſſing he will bleſs me, and mul- 
tiplying will multiply my everlaſting ſatisfaction and 
bliſs, Is there any conveyance, any charter like mine, 
mine enemies themſelves being judges! O rich! compre- 
hending all the fulneſs of God! O fure! a covenant of 
peace, that cannot be broken! O /afe that neither 
thieves can ſteal, fire burn, floods drown, or time waſte ! 
O free ! diſpenſed in gracious promiſes, ſweeter than ho- 
ney to my taſte ! 


CHAP. I. 


Of metaphors reſpecting the word of God in general. 


I. O D's word 1s compared to an INSTRUCTOR, 

COMPANION, and COUNSELLOR (a). Ht con- 
tains the whole revelation of his mind to us. It teach- 
eth us every uſeful truth; abides with us in every, caſe; 
comforts us in every grief; directs us in every perplexi- 
ty. Bleſſed counſellor, let me commit myſelf wholly to 
thee; depend on thee; and readily receive thy dictates. 
When I lie down, ſpeak thou to me. When I riſe up, 
and walk by the way, talk thou with me. 

2, It reſembles the NEck of a human body (5), 
Thereby the church is joined to Chriſt ; her life main- 
tained ; her food conveyed from him ; and her ſpiritual 
breath of prayer, praiſe, and preaching, tranſmitted, 
Adds not this greatly to her comelineſs? and is it not 
chained about with golden promiles, ordinances, and 
bleſſings ? | 

3. The ſcripture reſembles a mother's BR EAST8s (c). 


| (a) Pal. exix: 24. 98, (5) Song i. 10. and iv. 4 (e) Song 
b 14. and iv 5. 
It 


— 


* 
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It conſiſts of two ſacred teſtaments, between which, 2. 


the meeting centre, jeſus, during the night of time, 


lodges. How theſe adern his myſtical body; and convey 
the. ſpiritual milk of ſaving knowledge, and gracious in- 
fuence to her members Ab 45 

4. It is repreſented as a mother's II (a). There. 
by are ſaints and graces begotten, quickened, and nou- 
riſhed, in this their weak ſtare; and thereby, are they 
hid and protected from danger. Till my glorious birth, 
may I lie and feed here! | 

5. It reſembles zwo Twin RoEs feeding among l. 
lier (b). How freſh, comely, and glorious, its two in- 
ſpired teſtaments! How harmoniouſly connected! Hoy 
they feed, or dwell, upon Chriſt and his people! Hoy 
thick planted with lilies of precious promiſes ! My ſoul, 
Jet them be to thee, as the loving hind and pleaſant roe; 
Jet their breaſts ſatisfy thee at all times, and be thou e- 
ver raviſhed with the love of Chrilt in them, 

6. It is called srATUTESs (c). By God's infinite 
wiſdom, it is framed; by his ſovereign authority, it is 
ratified and publiſhed ; and is indiſpenſably obligatory on 
our conſcience, 

7. It is called a Law (d). Every article thereof is 
ſtamped with the authority of the one Lawgiver, able to 
ſave alive, or deſtroy, It ſufficiently teacheth, directs, 
and binds us to an holy praftice, To our unſpeak- 
able advantage, we conform to it; and to our inexpreſi- 
ible hurt, we walk contrary thereto, 

8. It is called jupGmEnTs (e). O the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God diſplayed therein! By it he now 
judges our actions; requires us to judge ourſelves; and 
by it he will judge us at the laſt day. 

9. It is called TESsT1MoN1Es (J). Solemnly and faith 
fully it declares to us every momentous truth concern- 
ing God, concerning Chriſt, concerning ourſelves, and 
our neighbour ;z and is atteſted by the ſacred oath of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

10. It is repreſented as a TESTAMENT g). It is 


(% Song vii. 2. Song vii. 3. c) Pſal. x'x. . 
4) Pal. xix. 7. (e) Pſal. xix. 9. (J) Pſal. xix. 7. (Y HC 
ix. 11. 


the 
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the laſt will of our crucified Redeemer, It is immuta- 
A. bly confirmed and ratiſied by his death; and therein 


ry hath he graciouſly and diſtinctly bequeathed to us all his 
ve ineſtimable bleſſings, his fulneſs of righteouſneſs, grace, 
_ and glory ; and left, us all the importaat rutes of our 
| conduct 

re. 11. It is compared to LIGHT (a). How heavenly 
2 its origin! How marvellous its nature and influence! 
* How aſtoniſhing and numerous its myſteries ! How pure ! 
" how glorious, pleaſant, and comfortable its truths ! How 
» penetrating, purifying, quickening, diſcovering, and di- 
* recting its virtue! While I have this light, let me walk 
5 in it, leſt darkneſs come upon me. Do thou, Jeſus, 
2 open mine eyes, that I may ſee wondrous things out 
WI of thy law. 

* 12. It is compared to a LAMe (5), Lighted by the 


b inſpiration, and ſhining by the oil-like influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt, it irradiates dark places of the earth, and 
dark corners of our heart. How different the degrees 
of its brightneſs, as it is more or leſs carefully ſnuffed and 
preſerved from alteration or miſinterpretation ! How 
ealily and oft removed from-one place to another ! How 
oft do miniſters therewith light up Jeſus” friends to their 
celeſtial chambers, and return themſelves to the black- 
neſs of darkneſs! lt is a light only ſuited to the night 
of time, and ſmall in compaiifon af the bright viſion 
and glory to be revealed, — It is a lamp ordained, di- 
vinely ſet up, to publiſh the excellency, and draw mea 
to Jeſus, God's Anointed. — May it be a light to my 
feet, and a lamp to my paths ! | 

_ . 13. It is compared to Firs (c). How abſolutely 
neceſſary in our cold earth! How powerfully it pene- 
trates into, illuminates, warms, melts, ſoftens, quickens, 
comforts, and purifies our heart! burns up our inward 
corruption, and conforms us to its own likeneſs! Ye 
miniſters of God, keep it not back from your people, 
leſt it be in your bowels, as a tormenting, a burning 
fire, Ye ſons of men, meditate and muſe thereon, that 
its fire may ſeize you ; caule your heart to burn, while 


n. 


(a) Pal. cxix. 50. 105+ (5) Pſal. cxix. 105+ (e) Jer. 
XXIII. - 9s | 
Ge. Jeſus 
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Jeſus opens to you the ſcriptures, Quench not its jp, ly; 
- fivence by blecdy crimes, by preſumptuous rebella im. 
againſt God; nor by wallowing in fin, and drinkin per 
up iniquity; nor by earthly-mindedneſs and ſenſual. g 
ty; ror by neglect to adminiſter due fuel in the exer. ad 
ciſe of reading, hearing, meditation, and prayer. tan 

14. It is compared to RAIN and DEw (a). Hor va 

heaven]y,and divine its origin! How gradually aof 
irreſiſtibly it is revealed to the church, and applied u inf 
the heart! How numerous its articles of hiſtory, pro. Wi if 
phecy, promiſe, threatening, doctrine, and law! Hoy Wl of 
ſeaſorably it deſcends, in the night of time and diſtreſ it 
or morning of gracious opportunity! How pleaſan, Bi gu 
cemely, refreſhſul, reſtoring, ſoſtening, and often in ¶ qu 
{ſerfible its application to our ſoul! Let thy dodrine, ch. 
O Jeſus, drop as the dew, and diftil as the rain; fo ſhall i da 
we revive as the corn, grow as the lily, and caſt forth oa 
Cur roots as Lebanon, 

15. It is compared to wATERS (5). It, chieſſy is WW va 
promiſes, furnifhed with the Father's love, the fulneſs, to 
merit, and grace of the Son, and the unbounded influ WF its 
ence of the Holy Ghoſt, powerfully ſound, and run into Bi . 
our heart; bear down all ſinful oppoſition ; ſpread into WW i: 


all our inward powers, and outward practice; and a WW na 
mong all the various nations of men, How ſuitable to Wi on 
the caſe of every one, ſinner or faint! How effeQually v. 
it cools our burning Juſt ! quenches our carnal deſires! in 
purges eff our filth ! beautifies our heart and life! re- 
freſhes, rouriſhes, ſtrengthens, heals, mollifies, quickens, ve 
ar d firCifies our foul! Chriſt's ſprinkling us with this pr 
vater, imports his gradual, cloſe, careful, and plenteous WW tr 
a7 plication thereof to our heart, and conſcience ; to of 
\xurge us ficm dead works, to ſerve the living God, q 
16. It is repreſerted as $EFD, Or GOOD $8FED (c), 0 
* Bew precious, uſeful, and neceflary! With what care ar 
ard fe ill, doth Jeſus, its producer ard ſower, in every ag al 
ard caſe, Cchightful, or my, caſt it into his church, mM 
ard the hearts of his people! Thar it may bud and at 
grow vp, it n uſt be hid in our heart; dwell in vs rich» 
| y ſr 


% Pert. xxxii.-2 (I) Iſ. Ive 1. Zech. xiv. 8. (c) 1 Pei 
j. 23. Mark iv. 1.—20. 
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its it y; and be covered with meditation and prayer: nor, 
ella za nediately after it is ſown, maſt we expect, ſenſibly to 
nkin perceive and enjoy its good fruits. The froſt "Bs 
ſual. WY .fiction and temptation is uſeful, to deepen its root, 
exer- ad kill the weeds of corruption, that to choke it ſpon- 

taneouſly ſpring up in our ſoul, But chiefly, the 
How BW warmth of the Sun of righteonſneſs, the rain and dew 
aof the bleſſed Spirit, and the influences of the moon of 
d u iaſtituted ordinances, concur to promote its growth. 
pro- If early and abundantly ſown, and if the earlieſt buds 
Hoy WW of corruption are carefully nipt, it proſpers the more: 
res, if ſuperficially received, either Satan and his agents, 
lat, quickly catch it away; our promiſing appearances 
ir quickly wither ; or the thorny cares of a preſent life, 
fine choke the word, and render it unfruitful. What abun- 
hal dant fruit did an handful hereof, ſown by the apo'tles, 
orth oa the barren -:04124ain of our Gentile world, produce! 

17. It is compared to WHEAT (a), How noted its 

in WY value ! its purity and ſolidity! its duration and power 
els, to endure ſtorms! How wholeſome, healing, and nouriſhing 
flu: its influence ! Is it not an heap of wheat ſet about with 
nto Wi ies? How large its fulneſs, and various its truths ! 
nto tow ſurrounded with fragrant, flouriſhing, and medici- 
4- ral promiſes ; and with ranſomad men, feeding there- 
% on! Do not all its truths centre in Jeſus, 752 /ily of the 
ly valley? What then, is the unſubſtantial chaff of vain 
es. WF imaginations io this wheat, ſaith the Lord! 

18, It is compared to Foop (5), How abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſupport our inward life! How plentifully. 
provided of God! How all-ſuiting ! how nouriſhins and 
ſtrengthening to our heart! How naturally the children 
of God turn to, and ſeek after it! and with what fre- 
mu and pleaſure they receive it! Was it, my 
dul, ever found, and eaten by thee? Was it the joy 
and rejoicing of my heart? Do I Ive, not by bread 
alone, but by every word that fproceedeth out of the 
mouth of God Do l more carefully, more frequently, 
attend the repaſt of my ſoul, than of this mortal worm, 
my body? Happy I, that though the meat be cut off 
from the field, there is enough in my Father's inſpired 


(s) Jer. xxiii. 28. Song vii. 2. (5) Matth. iv. 4. 
C 2 . granary, 
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granary, and to ſpare, Eat, my ſoul, that which z 
good, and delight thyſelf in fatnefs, Bread ſhall be 
given me, and my water ſhall be fure, No drought ng 
heat can ſmite; no eaſt wind can blaſt the field of hi 
promiſes. No poverty, idleneſs, or guilt, can break 
wy title to his proviſion, Work not therefore thy 
own works, but believe, eat, drink, and be merry; for 
thine eternal To-MoRROWw ſhall be as this day, and 
much mire abundant. 

19, It is compared to Ho EY (a), How glorious ity 
origin! Here, by the amazing ſkill, care, and Jabout 
of an incarnate God, the quinteſſence of creation, of 
more than ten thouſand creations, of Godhead, is pre- 


pared for us! How raviſhing its ſweetneſs ! delipht- 


ſully ſickening my heart, and rendering even trouble 
tweeter than honey to my taſte! How effe ctually it 
lofters our inward powers! ſearches and heals our ſoi- 
ritual fores! recovers from inward conſumptions! 
purges and nouriſhes our ſou]! Yet ah! how lothed 
by many, who have acceſs to it! — John's little book 
was ſweet in his mouth, but bitter in his belly, With 
pleaſure he received the knowledge of future events; 
but was grieved to think of the foreſeen adverſities of 
the church of God. — Be thou, my ſoul, a buſy bee, 
gathering honey from every inſpired flower; fo ſhall 
that ſet on my table be full of fatneſs; full of raviſh- 
ing ſweetneſs, For ever, I ſhall feed on pure, on 16+ 
deeming Godhead, as my all in all. | 
20, It is compared to MILK, fincere and uncorrupt- 
ed (4). O its purity and ſweetneſs ! its nouriſhing, te- 
ſtoring, healing, and purifying influence! How much de- 
fired and valued by the ſaints! how proper food in their 
earthly and infantile ſtate! what noble remedy under 
their ſpiritual conſumption ! O the abundance ! Here, 
for abundance of milk, every one may eat, may waſh his 
ſteps in butter. Butter and honey ſhall every one et, 
that dwells in our new-covenant land, that they ma) 
know to refuſe the evil, and chuſe the good. — The 
more plain truths of God's word are likened to mill, 
while the reſt are compared to ſirong meat, The wek- 


(a) Pſal. xix. 10. () 1 Pet. ii. 1. Heb. v. 12. 


ef 
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eſt ſaints can ſpiritually underſtand, receive, and digeſt, 
the former; while only theſe, who are grown in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord ,Jeſus Chriſt, can un- 
derſtand, feed on, and improve the latter, Lord, I 
muſt feed with the weakeſt, on thy plain promiſes. And 
0 how plain! plain! pleaſant, to my heart! 

21. It is compared to GOLD, FINE GOLD (a), How 
pure, precious, ſolid, and durable! How glorious, uſe- 
ful, enriching, adorning ! How ſubſtantial and weighty, 
containing much in few words! How thoroughly tried 
amid flaming perfecutions, fiery trials of enraged oppo- 
ſers; and in the fizry-like experience of the ſaints ! 
What a ſovereign medicine to heal our runniag ſores of 
corruption! What a ſovereign cordial to revive, and re- 
ſtore a drooping ſpirit! Cover earneſily, my ſoul, this 
belt thing, this gold, that ſhall keep me; and ſhall, in 
all caſes and countries, paſs current, between me and: 
my God, 

22, It is compared to g1LVER TRIED in a furnaces 
and ſeven times purified (b), How pure, precious, 
ſhining, and uſeful ! O the ſeven- fold flames of trouble 
and perſecution it bath endured 1 And was it not, O. 
bleſſed Jeſus, refined to the higheſt in thy fiery death ? 
Didſt thou, my ſoul, ever find droſs in him, or his: 
word ? | 

23. It is likened to a rich sro and TREASURF, a- 
HERITAGE (c), It is the fruit of Chrat's victory over 
ſn, Satan, and the world. It contains an inexpreſhvle. 
falneſs of grace and glory; all the fulneſs of God, ſut- 
licient to enrich millions of deſtitute ſinners, How 
highly valued, and ſafely ſecured by Chriſt, and his- 
people! He hides it in his hand; and they ia their 
heart, Evermore, Lord, let me follow thee, to di- 
— _ {poil ; to ſhare this inheritance, as an heir of 

Tlit, 

24, It reſembles a rLovGn (d), Divinely applied 
to our heart, it breaks up the fallow ground, breaks the 
roots of corruption, and prepares us for receiving the 
good ſeed of grace. The more obdurate our heart, the 


% 


0 Pal. exix. 72, (5) Pal. Xii. 6. (9 Pal. exix. 162. 
1 Heſ. x. x2, 


GC. 6 3 More. 
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more powerful, deep, and cloſe muſt the application of tr 
the word be, How proper for its operation, the winter et 
of adverſity, and ſpring-tide of youth! How neceſſay tl 
that every application be attended with the rainy infly. 


ence of the Holy Spirit ! a; 

- 25. It is compared to a o and sTAFF (a). Byit Wl » 

Jeſus the great Shepherd of the ſheep, hints his will 1 

draws, directs, ſupports, and comforts his people. When ti 

. I walk through the troublous valley of the ſhadoy of ti 
death, let this rod and ſtaff comfort me; ſo ſhall I feat ir 


no evil, —It is the rod of Chriſt's ſtrength, and his g 
SCEPTRE of righteouſneſs, Heteby he diſplays hi A 


power, equity, and' finiſhed righteouſneſs, in the con- T 
viction, converſion, and ſanctification of his people; and t 
hereby he diſplays his ſovereignty, authorizes his ordi- 7 
nances, and teſtifies his kindneſs to his people; and or- f 
ders deſtruction for his enemies. h 


26. It is compared to an HAMMER (5), Thereby 
God beats and breaks our hard hearts ; faſtens in then q 
the nails of convincing influence, of regulating precepts, F 
awing threatenings, ſanctifying and encouraging promiſes, { 
When thy words, O Maſter of aſſemblies, are by thee | 
fixed in my ſoul, I am prickt to the heart; all ny t 

powers cry out, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? Git t 
me Chrilt, or elſe I die, 

27. It is compared to a swoRD, and called the ſword 
of the Spirit (c). It was the Spirit, who framed and 
endited it; and, by applying it to our ſoul, he wounds 
our conſcience, ſlays our luſt, pierces and ſubdues our 
heart, How excellent its metal and form, for the ſpiti- 
tual warfare ! By managing it aright, we through the 
Spirit, convince or ſilence the erroneous, defend our foul, 
overcome our ſpiritua! enemies, ſubdue the ſlaviſh fear 
of death, mortify our luſts, glorify God, and promote 
ourſelves to everlaſting honour, 

28. It is likened to Bow and ARROwS (4). . 
means thereof, God powerfully, ſuddenly, and of 

| ſomewhat imperceptibly convinces, converts, and ſob- 
s 4 dues fioners io himſelf, Lord, cauſe the arrows of th 


am a> en o® | am 


(a) Pal. xxiii.-4. and xlv. 6. and cx. 2. (5) Jer. vi. 2 
(c) Pal. xlv. 3. Eph. vi. 17. (4) Pſal. xlv. 45. \ 
; tru 
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truth and influence, ſtick faſt in the heart of We 
enemies, to make the people fall in ſubjection un 
thee / 

29. It reſembles the TowER of David builded for 
an armoury, whereon hang a thouſand ſhields of mighty 
men (a). How ſtrong, invincible; and glorious ! How _ 
richly furniſhed with all the armour of God! Here is 
the ſword of ſufficient arguments againſt every tempta- 
tion and error; the /ſhie/d of God himſelf, and of faith 
in him, to avert every fiery dart, or deathful puſh 3 the 
girdle of faithful promiſes and divine truths, to fortify 
and encourage our heart; he breaſt plate of imputed 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctifying grace, to ſecure our ſoul ; 
the helmet of a well grounded hope of ſalvation, the 
ſhoes of goſpel- principles, and the artillery of mani- 
fold prayers. Chuſe, my foul, thine armour from 
hence: there is none like it; Lord, give it me, 

30. The ſcriptures reſemble a BANQUETING- HOUSE, 
where the gueſts are embannered with Jeſus love (b). 
By bringiog into the ſpiritual knowledge thereof, what 
ſtores of repoſited bleſſedneſs, he diſcovers! How 
ſweetly he feaſts, refreſhes, ſtrengthens, and animates, 
to the ſpiritual warfare, with his love, which is better 
than wine |} 3 

31. They are compared to Solomon's green and 
guarded BED (c). What ſweet reſt in, communion 
with, and ſanctifying and fructifying influence, do we 
therein receive from Jeſus Chriſt, while divine per- 
fections, holy angels, and vigilant miniſters, unnumber- 
ed, do guard ahd defend us, till the cold, dark, and 
dangerous night of trouble and time come to an end! 

32. God's word is compared to a way or rar (%). 
Planned by the wiſdom of God, owned by the King of 
Kings; it points out the way to obtain the heavenly 
country and city, It ſupports the faints, who with 
pleaſure and progreſs follow one another, in attending 
to, depending on, and walking therein, — Here walk, 
my ſoul, fo ſhall I never be aſhamed. Nor, let me 
have greater joy, than to ſee” Zion's children walking in 


(J Song iv. 4. and vii. 4. () Song ii. ) Song i. 16. 
aud ifi. 7. 3. (4) 3 John 4. dt” | 0 a 
the 
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truth, more and more receiving it into thetr heart, 
ractiſing it in their life, | 

It is compared to a RULE, REED, Or MEASy- 

RING: LINE (a), Contemned indeed by a carnal world, 

| but the exact, the uſeful, the divinely appointed ſtandard 
of all the forms and ordinances of the church, and of 
every part of our conduct; and by which we ſhall be 
judged at laſt, — Alway therefore, my ſoul, enquire 
what ſaith the Lord. ; 

34. It is compared to a GLAss (5). Through it, we 
behold our own inſufficiency and filthineſs, the glory of 
God in Chriſt, the momentous reality of eternal thingg, 
and the true path of holineſs that leadeth to bliſs, 
Behold in this gl, my ſoul, thyſelf, and be hum- 
Hed ; behold the glory of Chriſt, that thou mayeſt be 
changed into the ſamè mage, from glory to glory, as by 
the Spirit of the Lord. Nor be thou a forgetful hearer, 
that quickly forgets what manner of appearance he ſay, 


CHEST. . 
Of metaphors reſpecting law and goſpel. 


a i HES E are the two principal parts of God's word, 
The Jaw teacheth us what duty God requires of 
us, and the goſpel, what bleſſings he freely gives us. 


SECT. . 
Of the law, 


I. T* law is repreſented as a $CHOOL-MASTER I 
| bring us to Chriſt (e). The moral law ſhews us our 
need of him, for by it is the knowledge of fin ; it de- 
mands of us, that righteouſneſs we can only find in him; 
ehargeth us to embrace him, as ſoon as revealed and 
offered ; and prevents our quiet refting in any thing, till 
we find him, Darkly the ceremonial pointed. out the 
myſtery of Chriſt, and with hard ſervices and carnal 
ordinances led to his perſon, righteouſnefs, and grace, 4 
the fulfilling end of its types and ſhadows. 


(a). Ezck. xl. &c. (b) 2 Cor. iii. 18. ( Gal. iii. 24 
2. The 


| 
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2. The law is called a xiLLING LETTER (a). No 
law of itſelf, can give us any life; but kills our vain 
hopes and imaginations, Sin takes occaſion from it, to 
abound, and promote our fpiritual death. The moral 
law 2s 4 covenant, condemns us to all manner of death 
in ſin and wo. Simply conſidered, the ceremonial law 
conſiſted of lifeleſs rites and ſervices, which uſed with- 
out reſpe& to Chriſt, entailed curſes and death upon its 
ſubjects, as they led them away from the fountain of 
life, to their own righteouſneſs ; by which they could 
not live, Howbeit, God's puniſhing Ifrael, by giving 
them Nlatutes that were not good, is not to be under- 
{lood of the ceremonial law, but of God's giving them 
vu» to obey the finful edits of Jeroboam, and his idola- 
trous ſucceſſors, 

3. It is called a Lame andticnrT (5). Plainly it 
points out our duty, and blemiſhes in heart and life. 
And how pleaſant to be ditected by it in Chriſt's way! 

4. It is called a yaTH and way (c). Planned by 
God, and plain in itſelf; we are to exerciſe ourſelves in 
it, by making progreſs towards the city of God. How 0 
peaceſul! Great peace with God, and with their own 
conſcience, have all they who love and walk in it; and 
when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him. How plain nothing 
ſhall offend them, who walk therein, How pleaſant to 
walk together in anity, with divine perſons, and fellow- 
ſaints! How holy, juſt, and gad! None but holy per- 
ſons, the redeemed of the Lord, walk there ; nothing but 
holy exerciſes is a walking therein. How ſpiritual ! un- 
ſeen but to the ſpiritual man, and walked in by ferving 
God in the Spirit, rejoicing in Chriſt Jeſus, and having 
no confidence in the fleſh! How rait! excluding eve- 
ry unregenerate perſon, and every ſinful thought, word, 
or deed. - How exceeding broad! requiring duties un- 
numbered, in every circumſtance of heart and life. How 

ſafe ! the way-faring man, though a fool, ſhall not err 
therein, It is a way of liſe; walked in by the living in 
Jeruſalem; a way wherein life is ever communicate, and 
which leadeth to life as an eternal, but gracious reward. 


@) 2 Cor. iti. 6, - ) Prov. vi. 23. (c) Pfal. cxix. 32. 
Is 
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- Is above, is heavenly, in its origin, nature, and tendey. 
cy; and by it, we depart from hell, which is beneath, 
Here, let me ever run, when God enlargeth my heart, 

5. It is compared to a HEDGE (a). Thereby God 
limits our motions, and points out, whether we may, or may 
not go, What hurt in his work, and what puniſhment 
in the iſſue, doth its breaker expoſe himſelf to! The 
old ſerpent, the devil, the ſerpent of a ſtinging con- 
ſcience, and the ſerpent. of God's judgments, ſhall bite 
him, 

6. It is repreſented as a YOKE; BANDS; CORDS (6), 
With divine authority, it reſtrains our ſinful liberty and 

' madneſs; and keeps us to our ſtation and work, Hoy 
galling to our corrupt nature and luſts! and at what end- 
leſs peril, we attempt to ſhake it off, by refuſing obe. 
dience! The law as a rule in the hand of Chriſt, is an 
eaſy yoke and light burden; it is lined with his redeeming 
love, ſweetened with his pattern, attended with commu- 
nication of his ſtrength, and enforced with a glorious and 
free reward, to the — if ſincere, attempt to dray 
therein. Why then, my ſoul, art thou as an unruly 
bullock, unaccuſtemed to this ole? Why ſo many cii- 
minal attempis to ſhake off the yoke, and burſt the 
bands ? why this re ſiſting of the Lord, and ſtruggling to 
evade his authority? Is it not BE, who lays my meat, 

my life, my all, to me? The law of ceremonies, and 
© as a Covenant of works, is a yoke of bondage : the for- 
mer chained down to burdenſome ſervices inneumerable; 
and the Jatter rigorouſly demands what we can never per- 

« form. 

7. It is called the Law oF LIBERTY (e). To obe) 
it as a rule, is the privilege of thoſe only, whom God's 
Son hath made /ree indeed, The obedience of love to 
it, ſprings from our freedom from the law as a covenant, 
and is the very quinteſſence of our honourable and de- 
lightful liberty. Lord, my true freedom from ſinful 
flayery hes in being thy filial ſubject. Truly 1 am thy 
ſervant, I am thy ſervant; thou haſt looſed my band. 

8. It is called the Ko VAL Law (d). Eſtabliſhed by 


1 () Eecleſ. x. 18. 0) Pſal. ii. 3. ( Jam. i. 27. (ad) Jan 
1. 8, 
God, 
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God, the univerſal Sovereign, it extends to all his ra- 
tional ſubjects; nor, without high- treaſon, can it be 
broken. It is not made for a righteous man, is not made 
to curſe and condemn him. Nor have the truly righ- 
teous nation any immediate connection with it, as a co» 
venant, it being dead to them, and they to it, by Jeſus 
fulfilling it in their ſtead. | 
. The law of the wiſe is called a FounTain of 
life (a) ; ; the divine law, which every wiſe man at- 
tends to, as his rule. The inſtructions wiſe men give 
to others, are means of exciting, to apply to Chriſt, the 
reſurre&ion and the life; means of quickening, reviving, 
and reſtoring ſpiritual life ; means of efcaping the ſecond 
death, and preparing for life eternal. 

10. The cerembnial law is called CARNAT ordinances, 
and a CARNAL commandment (5). It preſcribed carnal 
and fleſhly rites; and carnal or natural deſcen? intitled 
to = privileges thereof, 

The ceremonial law is called a rarTITION- 
WALL ga" becauſe of the great diſtinction it made be- 
tween the Jews and Gentiles ; nor till Jeſus removed and 
aboliſhed it by his death, was any conſiderable number 
of —_ brought into the church of God. | 

The ceremonial law is called ENMITY (4). The 
hecrifces therein required, manifeſted God's indignation 
at lin, and the enmity between him and ſinful men, Its 
burdenſome ſervice occaſioned the Jews hatred of God to 
Increaſe more and more. The diſtinction ir put between 
Jews and Gentiles, occaſioned enmity between the two. 


SECT. u. 
Of the goſpel. 


HE goſpel is called the Srixtr that piveth 
lije (e) It contains ſpiritual bleſſings and pro- 
miles, It comes from, is attended by, and is the great 


(a) Prov. xiii. 14- © (% Heb. ix. 10. and vii. 16. (cd) Eph» 
Il 14+ 15+ ( 2 Cor. iii. 6. | 
means 
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means of conveying to us the Spirit of God. It effec. 
tually penetrates our ſoul and Spirit. By it the Holy 
Ghoſt quickens dead finners, ſhews them their way of 
life by Chriſt ; heals their deadly, their ſinful wounds, 
works a lively faith in their ſoul, to look to, and live uy. 
on him. It is the food, that ſupports the ſpiritual 
life; the cordial, that revives and reſtores the heart un- 
der every drooping circumſtance. 

2. It is repreſented as the wHITE HORSE, Whereon 
Chriſt and his people ride (a). O its purity, glory, and 
comelineſs! By it Jeſus proclaims peace to men, and 
ſubdues them to himſelf, On this, in the apoſtolic age, 
he went forth conquering ; and in the Millennium he ſhall 

go forth, more eminently to conquer the hearts of his 
people. Then, in accompliſhment of, and as animate, 
ſupported, and dignified, by goſpel-promiſes, ſhall mul- 
titudes follow him, and promote the deſtruction of Anti- 
chriſt, 

3. It reſembles Solomon i CHARIOT of the word of Le. 
banon (b). Framed by Jeſus, for the ſafe, the eaſy, 
and honoured conqueſt, and conveyance of his people to 
heaven; how pure, precious, glorious, fragrant, and 
laſting! Its pillars of ſilver, are its comely, uſeful, and 
enriching truths and promiſes. Its bottom of gold, is its 
ſubſtantial and precious foundation truths ; or the in- 
nitely precious perſon of Chriſt, and God in him. Its c- 
vering of purple, is the doctrine of juſtification through 
Jeſus” blood; and of the croſs endured for his ſake, Its 
inward pavement of love, is the unmatched kindneſs and 
mercy of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, running 
through every truth and promiſe therein contained. 

4. Its promiſes are like L1L1Es (c). O their pleaſant- 
neſs, glory, fragrancy, and height! How fruitful of 
everlaſting bleſſings! How full of medicinal virtue, for 

the healing of our ſoul! How condeſcendent and ſuited 
to our low, our wretched condition! Bleſſed field of 
inſpiration, how theſe every where abound | How they 
bend their bleſſed head towards mean, debaſed, earth, 
ſenſual, deviliſh ws | How they refreſh mine eyes, aud 


(a) Rev. vi. 2. and xix. 14. (4) Song lit. 9. 10. 0 Song 
11. 7. and vii. 2. os 
rejoice 
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rejoice my heart! How rank they ſmell of Jeſus, the 
lily of the valley! And truly as lilies among thorns, ſo 
are they to my ſoul, amidſt her troubles, and her crea» 
ted comforts, ; 

5. It is called the GRACE of God that bringeth ſalva- 
tion, and great ſalvation (a). It flows from, diſco- 
vers, and includes the rich, free, and undeſerved favour 
of God, and the bleſſed fruits thereof, It publiſhes, 
brings near, offers, and is the means of applying, a coſtly, 
extenſive, and everlaſting ſalvation to men, Truſt thy- 
ſelf, my ſoul, to this word of his grace, fail not of this 
grace, nor receive it in vain; let it enter and captivate 
my heart; ſo ſhall I'never be a root of bitterneſs, bear- 
ing gall and wormwood, whereby many are deſiled. 

6. It is called the power of God unto ſalvation (5). 
By it, God diſplays his amazing power, in the contri- 
vance, in the purchaſe and application of our redemption. 
Thereby he exerts the exceeding greatneſs of his power, 
in convincing, in converting, in forgiving, ſanctifying, 
and comforting his poople. By means of it is our rebel- 
lion quaſhed; our enmity ſlain ; Satan diſlodged ; cor- 
rupti.. : ſubdued ; bars of iron, and gates of braſs, ſtrong: 
impediments, broken and removed; nations reformed ; 
men, furious as outrageous beaſts, tamed ; and deep- 
rooted and earneſtly held abominations, aboliſhed, Come, 
bleſſed day of power; come forth, bleſſed rad of Feſus 
ſtrength, then ſhall the people be willing; God ſhall raiſe 
children out of worſe than ſtones to Abraham, Nothing 
is too hard, when his power is preſent to heal them. 

7. It is called the wis pom of God in a myſtery ; the 
manifold wis Do of God (c). How manifold its doc- 
trines and promiſes! How manifold the inſtances and 
rays of divine wiſdom in each! and the various times 
and ſeaſons in which, and perſons to which, it is diſplay- 
ed! It diſcovers how wiſely JExovan acted, in choo- 
ling the perſons, in whoſe redemption grace would pecu- 
liarly ſhine; in founding his choice upon his own mere 
lore, that the promiſes might be ſure to all the ſeed; in 
laying our help upon One that is mighty, that it might 


00 Tit. fl. xr. Heb. ii. 3. () Rem. l. 16. (0 1 Cor» 
L 7. Ep h. iii. 10. | , . 
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never fail; in bringing about our ſalvation in a way, 
that produces glory to himſelf in the higheſt, peace on 
earth, and good- will towards men; in a way, whereby 
Satan is ſhamed, fin condemned, ſinners ſaved; the un- 
godly juſtified, ungodlineſs deſtroyed ; iniquity forgi 

ven, and full vengeance taken on our inventions; in; 
way, whereby our redemption is all of Ts and all of 
Juſtice ; all of merit, and all of grace. O ſweet myſte- 
ry ! beyond archangels comprehenſive ken! 

8. It may be called the xis sES of C:ri/?”s mouth (a), 
Frem him, its doctrines and promiſes proceed; the 
ſtamp of his authority, they bear. How ſweetly they 
alteſt his peace and reconciliation ! declare and vent his 
Ive! How effectually they delight our ſoul! rail 
our heart! and excite our aſſection and love to him 

Let Jeſus kiſs me, with one, with all % Lien of hi 
2outh ; apply one, apply all his promiſes to my heart, to 
kindle it wholly into a flame of love to himſelf ! 

9. It is called a Law (5). It is the will of a fore 

reign God, proclaiming his edicts of peace and pardon, 
It engages him to beſtow his bleſſings on us; and bind 
and determines us to receive his grace, and obey his 
commands, Nor ſhall it ever be repealed, becauſe Jeſus 
hath an unchangeable prieſthood. It is the law of the 
Spirit of life in him, as by it, the Holy Ghoſt, as duell. 
ing in, ſent by, and taking of the things of Chriſt, to 
fhew them to us, begets, preſerves, reſtores, increaſez, 
and perfects our life ſpiritual ; ſecures us of, and pte. 
pares us for eternal. It is the /aw of faith, the ſeed, 
the means, the ground and ſtandard of our faith, I 
cemes forth out of Zion and Feruſalem; flows from 
| Chriſt as the temple and habitation of God; and from 
Jeruſalem did its New- Teſtament diſpenſation proceed, 
and ſpread among the Gentiles, O may I meditate 1 
this law, day and night; may it be better to me, tha 
theuſands of gold aud fjilver ! 

10. It is called good TiIDIxGs of great joy (c) © 

the neceſſary, the uſeful, the ſuitable, the important, 


a) Song i. 2. (2) IC ils 1. 2. Rom. vii, 2. and iii. 25 
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the delightful, and raviſhing news it brings from heaven 
to ſinful men! Tidings of righteouſneſs, pardon, and ac- 


ceptance, to the guilty! Tidings of purification to the 
polluted! of health to the diſeaſed ! of liberty to the 


| cnflaved and impriſoned ! of clothing to the naked! of 


food to the hungry and ſtarving! of light to them that 
ſt in darkneſs of diſtreſs and ignorance ! of riches to the 

or, comfort to the mourner, peace to the traitor, life 
to the dead, and falvation to the loſt! How oft have 
theſe good news from the far country been as cold water 
to my thirſty and weary ſoul! It is called the go/pel, or 
good tidings of Cd; it proceeds from him, declares his 
love and lovelineſs; promotes his honour, and brings 
men to him: the g-/pel of Chrift, as he is the principal 
preacher, the ſubitance and end of it, in whom all its 
articles are yea and amen to the glory of God: the goſpel 
F miniſters, as they preach and publiſh it, It is the 
goſpel of peace, as it proclaims the peace of God to us, 
and the means thereof; and reconciles our heart to him, 
and to one another in love. It is the goſpel of ſalvation, 
as it proclaims, brings near, offers, exhibits, and is the 
means of applying, the great, the everlaſting ſalvation, 
to our ſoul. It is an everlaſting goſpel, as it ſhall be diſ- 
penſed till the end of time; and its fruits ſhall remain 
for ever, It is the goſpel of the kingdom of grace; and 
mag brings men, who believe it, to the kingdom of 
glory. a 

It, It is called a mysTERY (a). O the incompre- 
henſible truths it reveals! That there are three perſons 
in one Godhead, or divine eſſence : that the Son of God 
was manifeſt in the fleſh ; ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring ſinners to God ; died for our offen- 
ces, and roſe again for our juſtification z was exalted as 
a Prince and Saviour, to give us repeatance and remiſſion 
of ſins ; ſent to bleſs us, make us the righteouſneſs of 
God in him, and dwell in our hearts by faith; that being 
crucified with Chriſt, we might live by faith on him, 
and have the world crucified to us, and we to the world. 
Is not every doctrine thereof an unſearchable deep, 
ſhown only by the Spirit of God, and which even a wiſe 


(% Eph. iii. 9. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Matth. xiii. rt. 
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man cannot find out to perfection! O the height, th, 
depth, the length, and breadth of the love, the wiſdon, 
and knowledge of God, included therein! It is the . 
ftery of godlineſ5, which founds and promotes conformi. 
ty to, and reverence of God; holineſs in heart and life 
The myſtery of the kingdom, known only in the kingdom 
of grace and glory. Pant thou, my ſoul, for the felloy. 
mip of this myſtery of Chriſt ; with angels deſire to loc 
Into it. 

12. It is likened to a TRUMPET (a). With great 
{kill it is to be preached. How majeſtic and pleaſant its 
joyful ſound ! its agreeable declarations! How ſweet. 
ly ! how loud it proclaims the approaches of King Jeſu 
wo men! and their deliverance from fin and wrath by 
him! Of what unbounded importance its declarations! 
and how diſtin! It warns us to flee from the wrath to 
come; invites us to Jeſus, the Saviour and great On, 
Quickly may it be blown over all the earth; that ſuch u 
are ready to periſh, may come and worſkip before the 
Lord of hoſts, 

13. It is compared to RiveRs V /iving, and all. 
guictening water (5) ; becauſe of its freeneſs, fulnel, 
parity, perpetuity, and patency to all; and for its 
cleanſing, beautifying, protecting, refreſhing, and en- 
riching vittue. By it Jeſus begets, preſerves, reſtores, 
promotes, and perfects, the ſpiritual life of his people, 
and brings them to eternal. This river preceeds from 
the temple, and runs by the altar of Ged; flows from 
his love, and through the blood and ſacrifice of his Son, 
Gradually it increafes from a bubbling drop to an unpaſ: 
able flesd, Before the deluge, it was very ſmall in ap- 
pcarance; but gradually it increaſed by new revelations, 
till, in the apoſtolic age, it became like a river, Before 
Jeſus' reſurrection, it was inconſiderable, in reſpect of its 
appearance in the apoſtolic and milleanial age. It run! 
into the dead ſea, and valley of Shittim ; ſpreads among 
dead and barren Gentile nations, and into curſed, bar- 
ren, and lifeleſs hearts. It makes every thing to live 
whitherſoever it cometh; had, and ſhall have, an am 


(9) IC xxvii. 13. () Exek x{vii. 1.4. Joel iii. 18. Zech. 
*. 8. | : ; 
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zing ſucceſs in quickening dead ſinners, and reviving dying 
ſaints; but heals not ariſhy places of reprobate men. 
The flouriſhing and fruitful trees growing on the fide of 
this river, are Jeſus, the tree of life, and his comely and 
aſeſul ſaints, The multitude of fiſhers from Engedi e- 
ven unto Eneglaim, and the multitude of fiſhes caught by 
them in the dead ſea, when this river has run into it, 
are miniſters preaching, and multitudes hearing and re- 
ceiving the goſpel, through the world, from one end to 
the other, Its running both in ſummer and winter, im- 
plies its being conſtantly preached and applied, whether 
in times of proſperity or trouble, with the church, or a- 
py particular member thereof, 

14. It is a WELL or wells of ſalvation (a). O the 
depth of its doctrines and promiſes! Without faith, I 
can draw nothing from them. O their perpetual fulneſs 
of influence! of bleſſedneſs and ſalvation! How ſweet- 
ly calculate to delight, refreſh, nouriſh, reſtore, heal, 
quicken, and fiuftify my heart! And is not ſalvation 


their ſum; their al/ in all ? 


15. The goſpel is compared to a xnxT (3). How cu- 
rious its frame and contexture! How baſe and deſpi- 
cable in the view of carnal men! What an occaſion of 
trouble and diſturbance in the ſea of this world]! With 
what ſkill, care, and vigour, it muſt be caſt and mana- 
ged, in the preaching of it ! To what fatigue and ſtorms: 
are ts conſtant, its faithful preachers expoſed! How 
ſeldom, they, at fr, perceive their ſucceſs in preach- 
ing it! It is the (tated means of drawing ſinners out of 
their natural and-worldly ſtate, to Jeſus Chriſt, Fiſhes 
{mall and great, ſinners leſs or greater, perſons poor or 
rich, are caught therein, Teach, O Jeſus, to caſt this 
net on the right fide of the ſhip, that a multitude may 
be incloſed ; it is impoſſible the net can break, Qunick- 
ly, my ſoul, ſhall [Enovan draw it to land; the my- 
ltery of God ſhall be finiſhed z, the goſpel no more diſ- 
penſed. Then ſhall the *good fiſh, ſuch men as were 
caught by the heart, be conveyed to the paradiſe of 
God. Theſe, who-were only caught by a beady illu- 
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mination, and outward profeſſion, ſhall be caſt into end ſp 
leſs fire. . | 


| ſe 
16. It is compared to a GIN F muſtard: ſeed, which th 
grows up ints a. very large /talk (a). At firſt its diſco- 
very and diſpenſation were ſmall and deſpiſed ; but it 
hath, or will overſpread the whole earth. To. what 11 
multitudes is it the means of refreſning add comforting! v 
What numbers ſhall profeſs ſubjection to it! How in- fi 
crealing its influence in our heart! at firſt, perhay ti 
ſcarce diſcernible, it. quickly. fills the whole. What e. 
multitudes of graces are refreſhed! What good works Pl 
are brought forth, under the overſhadowing influence e 
thereof F I 
17. It is compared to LEAvEN (5), However uns a 
pleaſant and deſpicable to carnal men; yet: inlaid in the 
world, it continues to ſpread its influence, till the whole ſ 


earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, Inlaid D 
zn mens heart, it ſpreads its virtue, enlightening the e 
mind, purifying the conſcience, renewing the will, ſoft. | 
ening the heart, inflaming the affections, and fixing the 8 
memory, till the whole be thereby ſanctified. | 
18. It is compared; to. LIGHT, and a GLass (c 

What raviſhing, though imperfect views of ]z 1 ovan, ' 
in his greatneſs and love; of Jeſus in his comelinels, WM. « 

| 


office, relations, righteouſneſs, power, and grace, do 
we here obtain! What proſpect of life and immortal 
ty! We look not at the things which are ſeen, which 
are temporal; but at, the things which are not ſeen, 
Which are eternal; we ſee, that henceforth is laid uy 
for us a crown of righteouſneſs ; that we ſhall awake 
with: Jeſus? likeneſs; and fhall be for ever with, and 
like him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is, | 
19. It reſembles the T&EASURE hid in the field (4) 
How ineſtimably precious, containing all exceeding 
great. and precious promiſes, comprehending all inelti 
mable benefits, all the unſearchable riches of Chrilt! 
When. poſlefled, how it entiches, felicitates, ennobles, 
and emboldens towards God ! encourages and enables to 
reſiſt. wicked luſts, angels and men! 1n.the field of wv 


(4) Marth. xiii. 31. 3. (5) Matth. xiii. 33. (c If 146 
22 iii, 18... (d) Matth. xiii 44. | 
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iration it lies hid, and. muſt be digged for by careful 
— meditation and prayer. And for its ſake, are 
the oracles of Heaven worth ten thouſand worlds to my 
heart, | 7 

20. It reſembles cnains or GoLD, ROWS OF 
JEWELS, BORDERS OF GOLD, and STUDS OF SIL- 
vER (a). How well-conneted! how comely, precious, 
firm, durable, enriching, and adorning, are its doc- 
trines and promiſes, to the ſcripture and church ;. and to 
every true member thereof! How they ſtrengthen and 
adorn the neck of my faith! render my cheeks, my 
countenance, my bluſhing graces, beautiful and come- 
ly! and make my converſation garments, ſhew ſplendid, 
and glorious ! | 

21. It is compared to s HoESs (5). It ſupports our 
ſoul, our grace, our walk; influences our affections; 
marks our liberty, and royal greatneſs. The more fix- 
ed in the faith thereof, the more pleaſantly, ſafely, and 
ſwiftly, we proceed in our ſpiritual journey; and tread 
Satan, the old ſerpent, and. his agents, under our 
iet. 5 

22. Its leading truths reſemble a rouxDaT10N (c). 
Fixed on the teſtimony of God; Father, Son, and Holy 


\ Ghoſt, it is impoſhble they can fink or fall. How glo- 


riouſly they ſupport and embelliſh the whole remaining 
oracles of God! And on them build, my ſoul ; build, 
you ſaints, your whole hope of eternal felicity. | 


%), Song i. 10. 1. Song vii. 1. (9) 2 Tim. ii. 29+ | 
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CHAP. V. 


Of metaphors reſpefing the goſpel-diſpenſation, and or. 


dinances thereof. 


SECT. I. 
Of the goſpel diſpenſation, 


F. H E diſpenſation of God's grace, eſpecially un. 

der the New Teſtament, is called the x1xc: 
DOM OF GoD ; the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (2). O the 
majeſtic ſovereignty, ſtate, and royalty of God therein 
manifeſted ! O its beautiful order, ſtrength, and dura. 
tion! and the honourable privileges therein conferred! 


What multitudes are thereby connected, and unite under 


Jeſus their head! God is the deviſer, the .eſtabliſher, 
the manager, and his glory the end of it. It is heaven · 
ly in its origin; it reſembles heaven in holineſs, come- 
lines, and order; and prepares men for entrance intq 
the heavenly inheritance of the ſaints in light. The New: 


- Feſtament diſpenſation is more God-like and heavenly 


than the Old; holineſs is the univerſal /aw of the houſe; 
and its privileges are more ſpiritual and ſanctifying. 

2. The goſpel diſpenſation in the apoſtolic age is re- 
preſented as a MARRIAGE-DINNER; and that, chief) 
in the glorious Millennium, is called the WARRIACI- 
SUPPER of the Lamb (6). The former is indeed towards 
the end of time, but nearer its: middle than the other, 
which ſhall but take place before the Jaſt judgment, 
God hath &illed. his oxen and fattlings; bath lain his 
own Son, to be our proviſion; hath prepared all poſſible 
bleſſings; and invites every ſort of ſinners to eſpouſe his 
Son, and accept of his fulneſs. From trifling and cat- 
nal motives, the Jews, when firſt invited, refuſed to re- 
ceive the. mercy and favour; for this they were exclu 


(a) Mark i. 14. and Matth. xx. 1. % Matth. xxii. 1-14 
Luke. xiv. 159 24. Rev. xix. 7.—9 Match. viii. 11. 12. 


ded 
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ded from the church, and ordinances thereof; themſelves 


maſſacred by the murdering Romans, and by one ano- 
ther; and their city burnt with fire, But happy! God 


extended his - invitations to the deſtitute, the wicked, 


and infamous Gentiles, found in whatſoever city or na-- 
tion! O now our rich proviſion ! our amazing joy and 


happineſs! our honourable fellowſhip with God, Fa- 


ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; with angels, ancient pa- 
triarchs, and eminent ſaints, while the Jewiſh children 
of the kingdom are caſt out! How fitly our entertain- 
ment prepares us for our work in the end of the world ! 
qualifies us to lie down in our duſty beds of the grave ! 
and to enter into our eternal reſt! How great IE Ho- 
van's earneſtneſs to have his houſe filled with deſtitute 
ſigners! Upon invitation, what multitudes have enter- 
ed, and yet there is room. By ſetting before us the ſin- 
fulneſs and miſery of our natural ſtate, Jeſus' excellen- 
cy, ability, and readineſs to ſave, and uſing every me- 
thod to perſuade our conſcience, he requires his mini- 
ſerial ſervants to compel us to come in, that his houſe 
may be filled. But dreadful ſhall be our endleſs wo, if 
we live in his church, without putting on his Son, as our 
righteouſnefs and ſanttification ! |, 

3. It is repreſented as the /e/ting out a vineyard to 
Bucbandmen (a). In the ceremonial form thereof, God 
gave it to the Jews, and ſent his prophets to demand, 
they ſhould give him the glory due to his name; theſe 


injuriouſly maltreated, he ſent his Son, who, it might 


have been expected, they would reverence and regard; 
but him they murdered, that they wight live as they 
lifted. For theſe things God miſerably deſtroyed the 


Jewiſh nation, and gave the goſpel to the Gentiles, that - 


they might bring forth fraits of good works, anſwering 
thereto, | 

4. It is compared to the hiring of labourers at differ- 
ent hours, to work in a vineyard, and giving all equal 
wages (b), In the morning of the patriarchal, in the 
noon-tide of the ceremonial, at the ninth hour of the a- 
poltolic age, in the e/eventh hour of the future Millen- 
nium, or thouſand years reign of the ſaints, are multi- 


) Matth. xxi. 33--43: Matth. xx. I. 16, 
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tades divinely invited, and brought to Chriſt, and to his 
work in the church. Nor ſhall the eternal bleſſedneſs of 
the former exceed that of the latter, . Murmur not, ye 
Jews, who bore the burden of ceremonial rites, and the 
heat of laborious ſervice; murmur not, ye primi- 
tive Chriſtians, who bore the burden of troubleſom: 
work, and the heat of ſcorching perſecution; may not 
JEHOVAH do with his own as he pleaſeth? Is net the 
whole reward of ſovereign grace ? Let not your eye be 
evil, becauſe his is good, In the early morning of life, arc 
not ſome; in its middle, or noon, are not others; in itse- 
vening of old age, are not others, though more rarely, 
called and drawn to Chrilt ? May not a ſovereign God 
impart to all an equal ſhare of his endleſs bliſs ; his gra- 
cious reward ? 

5. It is compared to a great man's giving pound: ir 
talents to his ſervants, as he departs to a far country, 
that they may occupy till he return, call them to an ac: 
count, and render them rewards according ts their ri. 
ſpective improvement (a). Aſcending up on high, to 
receive for himſelf a kingdom, Jeſus committed to men, 
the precious and uſeful pounds and talents of divine ſcrip- 
tures, of goſpel-ordinances, of manifold opportunities of 
grace and happineſs, of holy offices, gifts, - and graces; 
to ſome in a greater, to others in a leſſer degree, Thele 
he requires them to improve, alway abounding in th 
"work of the Lord, At the end, he will come, and reck- 
on with them. Such as having real grace, have impro- 
ven their talents, ſhall be highly and proportionally re- 
warded with everlaſting honour and joy. Such as, ba- 
| ving no real grace, through hard thoughts of Jeſus, bave 
not improved their gifts, offices, and opportunities, 
ſhall be ſelf-condemned, and calt into endleſs wo. 

6. In the end of the world, it is like to the calling / 
wiſe and fooliſh virgins to meet the Bridegroom (b). 
Though, like virgins in outward purity, in blameleſſ- 
neſs of life, and ſoundneſs of principle, and in apparent 
modeſty, and ſelf denial ; yet ah! how many viſible 
church-members, are not wiſe unto ſalvation! What 
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multitudes fooliſhly- name the name of Chriſt, without 
receiving him into their heart! At the end of time, 
dreadful ſhall be the floth and ſecurity, of both ſaints 
and hypocrites. Ere they are aware, Chriſt ſhall ſum- 
mon them to judgment. Happy then, theſe, who have 
oil of true grace, attending their lamps of profeſſion 
their glory ſhall be brightened ; their lamps trimmed ; 
their grace perfected ; and themſelyes enter into imme- 
diate and everlaſting fellowſhip with Chriſt! But ok 
unhappy theſe, who have lamps, but no- ſaving grace ! 
: None can then be giyen them; no creature ſhall be able 
10 or willing to help them. They ſhall be irreverſibly ex- 
£4 cluded from the fellowſhip of Chriſt ; and ſhut up in e- 


eh, verlaſting torments, where there ſhall be weeping, wail- 
"oe ing, and gnaſhing of teeth. 
ka 7, The goſpel- ſtate of the New-Teſtament church is 


repreſented as a REST (2). How fully is our free and 
£4 complete juſtification were the blood of Jeſus therein 
ol diſplayed ! and how powerfully applied! Haw happily 


ay we are therein liberate from that ſervile frame of ſpirit, 
85 ſo common to the Jews in their worſhip! The yoke of 
9 troubleſome ceremonies is no more impoſed; nor is our 
Y conſcience burdened or perplexed, concerning the punc- 
15 tual obſervance thereof. But the ſpiritual and eaſy in- 
of ſtitutions of the goſpel, attended with gracious freedom, 
” ſtrength, and aſſiſtance, are come in their room. Bleſſed 
le reſt of heaven] bleſſed form of worſhip, never to be 
oy changed in time, and wherein JeHovAn manifeſts his 
7 reſt, in Chriſt, and in his loye towards us ! 
1, 
4» 
ve r. M 
's, | 

Of goſpel ordinances. 


I, CY OSPEL-ORDINANCES reſemble a woman's 

BREASTS (b), They are of two kinds; or- 
dinary and ſealing : and theſe laſt two; baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper. How delightfully they adorn the church ; 


% Heb. iv. 3. (3) Song viii. 1. 10. 
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and nouriſh her true children, to everlaſting life, with 
the /encers milk of God's word! How delightfully, u. 
ring the night of time, Jeſus lies between, and is found 
in them ! | ; 

2. They reſemble Twin=rots feeding among the li. 
lies (a). How harmonious! how well connected 

how comely, pleaſant, and pure! how oppoſite and 
ruining to the old ſerpent, and his agents! and 
how oft attacked and wrathfully injured by them 
How delightfully maintained! and as it were fed among 
the promiſes, and doctrines of the glorious goſpel! And 
thine it is, © lily of the valley, and thy lilies amony 
ihsrns, with pleaſure to feed therein. 

3. They reſemble cnarxtoTs; LITTERS; and Bor- 
sEs (5). In a ſwift, majeſtic, and glorious manner, Jeſus 
therein approacheth to our heart; and triumphantly 
rides through, and appears in the world. And by them 
he eaſily and honourably tranſports his choſen people 
through it to their better, their heavenly country, 

4. They reſemble ManDrRAKEs, or DUDAIM (c). 
How ſavoury, medicinal, cooling, and refreſhing to our 
ſoul! How comely and delightful] to our ſpiritual 
eye! How effectually they enkindle our love to Jeſus 
and his people! and render us fruitful in good works 
Yet ah! how many, by means thereof, lull themſelves 
into ſuch ſpiritual ſleep, as nothing but the flames of hell 
can awake them ! h 

5. They reſemble sryxIxtxarD (d). However loy 
and contemptible to carnal men; yet to ſaints how pre- 
cious, fragrant, and uſeful ! How they warm our 
heart, comfort our ſoul, ſtrengthen our appetite, and 
cheer our ſpirit ! And truly, O King of kings, it is 
thy ſitting with me at thy table, in intimate fellowſhip, 
that makes this /pikenard ſend forth its ſmell, and refrel 
my ſoul! 

6. They reſemble waTzRs; andWELLs of /alvation(?), 
How eaſy, unhampered, and free my acceſs to them! 
How effectually, by them, Jeſas purifies my conſcience, 
and nouriſhes my heart ! refreſhes all my inward powers: 


(a) Song iv. 5. (h) IC Ix vi. 20. c) Son vii. 13. 4) Song 
7. 12. (e) IC Iv. 1. and xii. 3. ( G 


Cools 
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th cools my luſt ! and ſatiates my defire! When I am 
ys enabled to enter into their ſpirit, would I, for ten thou- 
nd ſand worlds, forſake their co/d flowing waters, which 
come from another place? 
li. 7. They are compared to MOUNTAINS, and HILLS (a). 
J How hard to aſcend them aright! In them, how wide 
nd our proſpect of eternal things! How they exalt us a- 
nd bove the grovelling world! and bring us to the confines 
n of heaven! What noble ſhadows and wells of ſpiritual 
ng refreſhment ! What a glorious foreſt, Chriſt the tree 
nd of life, and his unnumbered trees of righteouſneſs grow- 


n ing up under his ſhadow ! What bleſſed river of the di- 
vine Spirit, and his influence, that makes glad the city of 


f eur Cd What pleaſant and wholeſome air of divine 
us brea things! What rich paſture for Jeſus? choſen flock, 
th are here to be found! What need, carefully to deſcend 
em from them to worldly concerns, leſt we fall, ſtumble, 
le and be broken, ſnared, and taken! They are moun- 


tains of myrrh, and hills of frankincenſe. What fra- 
7 grant, medicinal, quickening, and refreſhful truths and 


ur breathings of heaven, we there enjoy! But take heed, 
al my ſoul; even there the ſerpents lurk. How oft, you 
us corruptions, you fiends, have I ſeen you! have I felt 
5 your deadly influence, at the very top! in the higheſt 
yes ordinance, and in the belt frame ! But when I felt theſe 
ell WW mountains drop with new wine, ever freſh, redeem- 


ing love! and theſe hills flow with milk, of heart-warm- 
ing and reſtoring grace! and theſe channels s with 
the water of life, and the fountain come out of the houſe 
of the Lord, and water the valley of Shittim ; water my 
debaſed, earthly, barren heart. 

8. They may be called the AHS of Chriſ?'s flock (5). 
ln them the ſaints, as they have acceſs, walk with plea- 
ſure and progreſs towards the heavenly country, 

9. They are likened to SHEPHERD'S TENTS (c), In 
their outward appearance they are but coarſe and de- 
ſpicable. From place to place they are eaſily removed; 
they are only calculate for the wilderneſs of this world ; 


) Song iv. 6. Joel iii, 18. (ö)) Song i. 8. (9 Ibid 
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and to them, ye miniſters of Chriſt, ought conſtantly y 
attend. 

10. They are repreſented as the cours; tþ 
HOUSE 3 the TEMPLE; TABERNACLE; and ALTA of 
God (a). There his glory is ſeen, his preſence enjoyed, 
and his benefits conferred, through Chriſt, as crucige 
for us; and in them we offer ourſelves ſpiritual ſacrifice 
to him. 

11. They are called sT RETSs and BROAD wars 0. 
At the infinite expence of Heaven, are they prepared fe 
men. How carefully to be kept pure and entire ! Hay 
beautiful and ſtraight! How uſeſu] to lead us to the 
palace of the mighty King ! And what multitudes hau 
free acceſs to walk and trade therein! 

12. They are repreſented as TOWERS (c). Hoy 
high and heavenly! How flrong and uſeful for aſſillig 
the ſaints to defend themſelves againſt ſin, Satan, aud 
the world | How richly furriſhed with all ſpiritual a 
mour ! 

13. They are likened to cuamntrs (d). Her 
Chriſt and his people dwell together. Here they rel, 
and are refreſhed; here he ſecures and defends them, 
Here he comes to, and is familiar with them; _manifell 


himſelf, and makes known the ſecrets of his covenant, 


Here they ſecretly pour out their hearts; worſhip the 
Lord cf hoſts ; eat meat which the world knows not af; 
and labour not in vain in the Lord. 

14. They are called a zAaNQUETING-HOUSE, 
HOUSE OF WINE (e). What rich ſtores of everlaſting 
love, and divine conſolations, are contained in then! 
And how oft therein, are the ſaints refreſhed and ravilt 
ed with the fulneſs of God! 

15. They reſemble RAFTERS of fir (J). How firaight 
comely, and ſelf- conſiſtent! How heaven- pointed, per 
manent, flouriſhing, and refreſhful! How uſefully and 
delightfully they ſupport and connect the church, and 
eſtabliſh her true members, in their molt holy faith, ad 
their goſpel-conver{ation ! 1 


(a) Pſal. Ixxxiv. To. and xliii. 3. 4. (6) Song iii. 2. ( Sons 
iii. 10. (4) Song 1. 4. (% Song i. 4. (f) Song i 17 


16. Th 
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ly tg 16. They may be compared to GALLERIES (a). Are 
they not the pleaſant, the magnificent, lighiſome, and 
the WW lofty means, wherein King Tefus walks, and converſes 


i of eth his people? is held in their ſpiritual embrace? 


yet, ad ſeaſts them on his infinite fulneſs ? 
Cltied 17. But the word rendered galleries and rafters, ſig- 
inen iges alſo war ERINOG-TROVGOAHS (5), to which goſpel- 
ordinances may be compared, becauſe therein Jeſus wa- 
(. ers and refreſhes his followers, his flock, with his wa- 
d ter of life, drawn from the deeps of his everlaſting love. 
Hon So, Lord, ever more refreſh my ſoul. 
| the 19, They are repreſented as MARKET-PLACEsS at the 
hav WATER: as PLACES OF CONCOURSE; as GATES ; and 
nooks (c). la them Jeſus ſtands and invites multi- 
Hor tudes of finful men to receive his beneſits. In them he 
(ting WY diſtridutes his prepared goodneſs to the poor, ſells with- 
and WW out money and without price, Therein we are to wait 
| ar- WW for him; and by them, we enter into fellowſhip with 
him, and go into the heavenly manſions, 
Here 19, They are compared to wixDows and TAT- 


rel, WW 7:czs (4). By them the church is beautified, enlight- - 


en, Wi cned, and refreſhed. In them, we enjoy the light of 
tells BY liſe, which cometh from above; obtain the proſpe of ſpi- 


ant, WY ritral and eternal things; and are refreſhed with the 


the Bi north and ſeuth breezes of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Ot; 20, They are compared to xe vs (e). By a proper 
uſe of Chriſt's doctrine, diſcipline, and government, the 
church, nay, heaven itſelf, is miniſterially opened to, or 
(wut againſt, the ſons of men, | 

21. They reſemble a creen and well GARD 


angels ; attended by faithful miniſters, what ſafe and 
ſweet reſt and fellowſhip with Chriſt may we have there- 
in! O how our hearts are warmed with his love! How 
ve recruit our ſtrength ! and renew our youth even as 
the eagles! How ſweerly we enjoy the ſleep of God's 
beloved! do ceaſe: from our fins, our ſelf-righteouſneſs, 


(a) Song vii. 5. () IC. Iv. r. (c) Prov. i. 21. and vill. 
1. ig + (4) Song ii. 9. (c) Mat th. xvi. 19. Song 
1. 1 
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and worldly labour! and are rendered' fruitful to God in 


the works of holineſs ! 

22. They are compared to a TABLE (a). To diſplay 
his munificeace, Jeſus framed them; and furniſhes them 
with all the bleſſings of the new covenaat. With delight 
and pleaſure, he continues preſent in them, to meet 
with, ſpeak to, and feaſt his people with his fleſh and 
blood. Truly that which is ſet on it, is full of fatneſ,, 
For in this mount, on this table, doth the Lord of 
hoſts make for all people, ſaints and ſinners, Jews and 
Gentiles, a /eaf? of fat things, full of marrow, of wines 
on the lees well refined; JEnovan, in all his fulneſs and 
love; Jeſus, in his perſon, offices, righteouſneſs, and 
grace; and the bleſſed Spirit, in all his characters, ope- 
rations, and influence, Lord, may this table never be- 
come our trap; let never divine ordinances tend to the 
hardening of our hearr. | 

23. They reſemble xows of 1zwer 807 the check (6), 
How myſterious their order, and divine their connection! 
How they adorn the church's outward form | and make 
the ſaint's face to ſhine ! 

24. They reſemble - cyains or GOLD. about the 
neck (c). How precious, durable, and firmly connedt- 
ed! How cloſe they adhere to, and illucidate the ſerip- 
ture! warm, ſupport, and protect our faith! 

25. They reſemble BoRDEAS OF GOLD, with 8TvD; 
of $8iLvERs (4). How precious all! but ſome more 
important than others! How comely and durable! 
How enriching to the ſaints, and ornamental to the 
church! How attended by, and. productive of, well- 
tried, honourable, and precious gifts and graces ! 

26. They are repreſented as a Dio and DUNG- 
& about ſinful men (e). Attended with convincing 


providences and ipfluences, they import and manifeſt the 


moſt aſtoniſhing patience, pains, and care, of the Mok 

High, towards men; and render us inexcuſable, if not- 

withſtanding, we continue in out ſpiritual barrenneſs, 
27. Goſpel-truths and ordinances are repreſented as 4 


(a) Song i. 12. (5) Song i. 10. ch Ibid. (4) Song 1. 1h 
TRUST 
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rast committed to men (a). How ſolemaly! how 
divinely are they, with proper gifts attending, commit - 
ted and entruſted to minifiers and private Chriſtiar s, 
that they may be preſerved pure and entire, from gene- 
ration to generaton! And at the peril of our honour: 
and life, do we betray or loſe any of them, | 


CH: A FP. V. 


CF metaphors reſpetting God 's favour, and the ſaving 
benefits: flowing from it. 


8 E C T. 1 
Cod favour, 


1. oY O D's: free favour: and grace is compared to a 
TIN (5). Where. fin reigned unto death, it 
reigns through righteouſneſs unto eternal life by Jelus 
Chriſt, With amazing glory and ſovereignty, it acts; 
and doth whatſoever it pleaſeth. Every divine perſon, per- 
feftion, purpoſe, and providence, concurs to promote its 
honour, Every creature is employed to advance its de- 
ſigns, Ii conquers every. foe; ſubdues to itſelf every 
choſen ſinner of mankind ; rules with abſolute dominion 
in every ſaint ; and receives ſrom him a tribute of end- 
leſs praiſe, 
2. It is likened to an overflowing 884 or RIVER (c). 
O its height, depth, lengih, and breadth! It paſſeth 
knowledge! reaches from eternity to eternity; from 
hell to heaven! It bears down all oppoſition; waſhes 
away every ſtain; covers every mountain of guilt and 
miſery; ſpreads into every perſon, power; and con- 
cern, of an elect world. Bleſſed river! boundleſs o- 
ccan be thou the ſole ſource of my happineſs. Let all. 


(4) 1 Tim. vi. 20. 0) Rom. v. 21. ( Eph. iii. 18 69. 
6 E e 3 127 
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my well. ſprings of promiſes and ordinances be in thee 
and cauſe every thing, whitherſoever thou comelt, even. 
my dead heart, to liye. 


SECT. 
Of the change of our ſlate. 


i. FH change of our ſtate is repreſented as Chriſt's, 


SEEKING and*FINDING us out (a). With a- 
mazing love, care, and ſkiſl, he purſues us by his word 
and providence, By his ſervants, he ſends forth his 
word, that in various forms and expreſſions ſuiting every 
caſe, it may run ſpeedily; and through the Spirit, hit 


our particular condition, touch our ' conſcience, and 


draw our heart. Haying thus apprehended us, he 


brings us to his preſence, inſtates us in his favour, and 


reſtores to us the felicity and uſefulneſs which fin had 


deprived us of. Lord, when I know not where to find: 


myſelf, do thou ſeek and find me, 


2. It is called a MARRTAGE, or-ESPOUSALS (b). Ia 
conſequence of our Redeemer's preparing himſelf for us, 
by undertaking our cauſe, aſſuming our nature, clothing 


himſelf with wedding robes of finiſhed righteouſneſs, ful- 


filled in our ſtead; in conſequence of his preparing 2 
place for us, by blood and interceſſion; and of his wooing 
us by the word of his goſpel, he, in the-predeſtinated mo- 
ment of power, and time of love, breaks our natural u - 
nion and affection to the broken law; to Satan and our 


corrupt inclinations; and by bis. Spirit- enters and 
_ dwells in our heart; and enables. us to accept of him, 
as our only, our everlaſting huſband. As ſuch, he hath 
_ fellowſhip with us: in bearing our guilt; in our infirmi- 


ties and-afflitions ;- our grace and exerciſe ; and we: 


with him in his righteouſneſs, ſtrength, honour, and work. 


Mutually he and we -dwell with, eſteem, love, deſire, 
delight in, rejoice over, and manifeft. our -miod.. one to, 


another. 
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another. O bleſſed marriage! the joy of Jefus, and of 


my ſoul ! x 

3. It is repreſented as an 1MPLANTING: or INGRAPT= 
inG (a). In it, with the amazing patience and labour of 
God, we are cut off from the ſtock of the fallen Adam; 
are cloſely united to, rooted and grounded in Chriſt ; made 
partakers of his death and reſurrection; and ſo revive 
and bring forth fruit unto God, Here planted, my 
ſoul, thou ſhalt caſt forth thy roots as Lebanon, 

4. It is repreſented as a CALLING (5), By Jeſus' 
goſpel-invitation, we are therein powerfully called and 
drawn from Satan to God; from darkneſs and ignorance 
to God's marvellous light; from ſin. to purity and holi- 
neſs; from miſery to happineſs ; from earth to heaven; 
in fine, from the fellowſhip of the law, and our luſts, to 
the fellowſhip of God's Son. Ariſe, my ſoul, the Ma- 
ſter is come, and calleth for thee. 

5. It is repreſented as a ConQuesT (e). Finding us 
the ſubjects of the law, of Satan, the world, and our luſts, 
filled with rage and enmity againſt him and his people, 
Jeſus, with infinite power, wiſdom, and patience, at- 
tacks our ſoul-with the ſword of his Spirit, his word; 
faſtens in us the arrows of convincing and heart- drawing - 
influence ; (lays our enmity, by his powerful promiſe and 
bleeding love; conſtrains us to yield our ſouls, take his 
eaſy yoke- upon us, and conſent to be his willing, af- 
fectionate, and obedient ſubjects. So, Lord Jeſus, con- 
quer multitudes ; conquer me. 6, 

6. It is repreſented as a LIBERATION (4). Finding 
us in a moſt wretched, ſhameful, and laviſh captivity, 
to Satan and our ſinful corruption, and in the unclean, . 
unwholeſome, unhappy, cold, dark, diſgraceful, and con- 
fining priſon of our natural ſtate; Jeſus powerfully o- 
verthrows. the dominion of our enſlavers in us; looſes 
the chains of our guilt, by the application of his all-par-- 
doninꝑ blood; breaks the fetters of our luſt; ignorance, 
and enmity, by the power of his grace; and beſtows on 
us the molt glorious freedom, honour; and reſt. Out of: 
priſon, I come to reign. | 
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7. It is repreſented as a DEATH (a). Herein we par- 


take of the influence of Jeſus death. Our old man re- 


ceives his mortal wound, of which he afterward dies 
daily. In it our hopes of happineſs by our own works, 
our relation and love to the law as a covenant, our uni. 
verſal ſtudy to ſerve it, our ſuperlative regard to ſinful 
and earthly things, painfully expire. So. may I die, that 
I may live unto God, 

8. It is repreſented as a BURIAL (b), Init, we par- 
take of the virtue of Jeſus' death and burial ;; and are 
conformed: to him, We commence God's hidden ones, 
whole glory doth not appear; and are rendered con- 
temptible and diſagreeable to carnal and worldly men, 
Sweetly we reſt from fin, and ſelf-righteouſneſs; from 
the overwhelming terrors of the law; of death and hell; 
and from every ſting of trouble and adverfity. - So let 
me be buried with Chriſt; ſo come, my ſoul, and /ee. 

the place where the Lord lay. 

9. It is called a RESURRECTION (c). Being by na- 
ture in the molt earthly, withered, dry, lifcleſs, and 
lothſome condition, Jeſus, by his Spirit of life, quick- 
ens us; cauſeth us to paſs from death to life; brings 
us from our graves of condemnation and luſt; clothes us 
with the white robes of his righteouſneſs and grace; and 


qualifies us to work and walk with God, angels, and 


good men. So let a poor ſleeper in the duſt, awake and 
ſing. 


the ſtructure of grace, the new creature, out of nothing, 


His work he commences in the forming of ſpiritual light 
and knowledge. Daily he adds new ornaments. thereto, 
till, againſt the Sabbath of eternal reſt, it be fully per - 


fected. So, Lord, create in me à clean heart, and re- 
new a right ſpirit-within me. 


11. It is called a KEN RWIN G of the Holy Ghoſt (e). 
Therein God ſorms a new creature; makes all things 
new. He furniſnes our mind with zem light, thoughts, 


and deſigns. He imparts to our conſcience, purity, pe: 


( Gal. ii. 19. 20. (b) Col. ii. 72. ( Ezek. Ax vii- 1. to 


14. (4) Eph. iii. 10. (e), Tit. iii. 4. 2 Cor. v. 17. ; 
| netration, 


10. It is called a AT IO (4). _ Unaſkited by any 
creature, Jeſus, by his almighty power and word, forms: 
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netration, ſoftneſs, tenderneſs, activity. He beſtows 
on our will, new inclinations and defires. He ſets 
our affections on new, ſpiritual, and heavenly objects. He 
fixes in our memory zew treaſures of divine truth and gra- 
cious experience. In fine, he gives us a new heart; and 
make his ne Spirit to dwell within us. By his grace he diſ- 

poſes us to reliſh and chuſe new companions ; and to lead 
2 new, holy, humble, ſelf-denied converſation, of cha- 
rity and love, out of a pure conſcience, and from faith 
unfeigned. | 

12. It is repreſented as a $8ECOND, a HEAVENLY 
BIRTH (a), Of the incorruptible ſeed of his word, ſe- 
ſus, our ſpiritual Father, begets us again to a lively . 
Curiouſly and wonderfully, we are conformed to his 
image! Without our preparation or aſſiſtance, there is form- 
ed a marvellous conte xture of grace, a new man. We 
are made partakers of a divine and heavenly nature, By 
his painful ſorrow and ſuffering, by miniſters painful la- 
bours, and with our own painful experience, we are born 
and brought into the new, the heavenly world, of a neu- 
covenant ſtate, and become rclated to God, angels, 
and ſaints, | | | 

13. It is called a ciRcumcisIion, t of the fleſh, but 
of the heart (b). Therein God, by his word and Spirit, 
ſharply pricks and wounds our heart and conſcience j ex- 
poſes to us our ſpiritual nakedneſs and guilt; cuts off 
the reigning power of indwelling corruption; prevents 
our after pollution ; manifeſts and confirms our intereſt 
in his covenant, And without it, we are expoſed to 
endleſs deſtruction, 

14. It is called a BavT1sM (c). Therein we are gra- 
ciouſly received into covenant with God, and intitled to 
the privileges of his people. Therein, waſhed in Jeſus* 
blood, and purified by the influence of his Spirit, we ſo- 
lemnly receive God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as 
our Parent, Saviour, Sandtifier, and all iz all, and 
cheerfully dedicate ourſelves to his ſervice. My ſoul, 
hath Jeſus baptized me with the holy Spirit, and with 
his fiery and ſin · purifying influence? | 


1 107 John iii. 4 5. (6) Col. ii. 11. Deut. xxx. 6, (e) Matth. 
Lis 
17. I* 


— 
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15. It is called a TURNING or CONVERSION (a), 
Therein we are divinely turned from the paths of hell tg 
the ways of heaven; from darkneſs to light; from guilt 
to righteouſneſs; from ſin to holineſs; from flavery to 
freedom; from poverty to wealth; from rebellion and 
enmity, to favour, acceptance, and intimate friendſhip 
with God; from diſtance to nearneſs ; from ſinful fick- 
neſs and weakneſs, to. ſpiritual ſoundneſs and ſtrength, 
So turn me, Lord, and I ſhall be turned. 

16. It is called a TRansSLAT10N inte the kingdom of 
God's dear Son (b). By his grace Jeſus lays hold upon 
us; bears us in the arms of his power and love; carries 
us into a new covenant ſtate; where we are only ſubject 
to him, and not to the broken law, a raging devil, or 
reigning luſts. 

17. The work of grace in mens heart is called the 
KINGDOM OF GoD (e). In the day of his power, Je- 
ſus invaces and enters our heart; by his word and Spirit 
overthrows the ſtrong holds of inherent corruption ; 
overturns the reigning power of Satan and our luſts; 
conquers every faculty of our foul; fixes his palace and 
throne, and writes his law in our inward parts; erects 
3 of a purged, enlightened, and tender 
conſcience: he entitles us to all his fulceſs and trea- 
ſure; enters us into league with his omnipotent perfec- 
tions, mighty angels, and uſcful creatures on earth, 
Storing our inward powers with his divine armour, he 
diſpoſeth and enables us to wage war with fin, Satan, 
and the world. Thrice bleſſed kingdom, conſiſting not 
in meat and drink ; but in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt! Thrice happy and honoured, my 
ſoul, if this kingdom, that caunot be removed, be 
within me! | 

18. The change of family herein is called avor- 
TION (4). Finding, us children of the devil, and heirs 
of wrath, God, in infinite mercy and kindneſs, puts us 
among his children of angels and ſaints; and gives us an 
undoubted and everlaſting title to all the privileges of 
ſonſhip. His name he puts upon us ;, his Spirit in us; 

{a) Jer. xxx). 18. Col. i. 13. Luke xvit. 20. 
(4) Gal. iv. 5. 6. | | 
an & 


- 
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and his image on us, His angels he appoints to guard, 
and his miniſters to inſpect and inſtru us. Our prayers he 
hears, our requeſts he grants, and allows us familiar bold- 
neſs and intimacy with him, He teacheth, directs, feeds, 
clothes, arms, protects, comforts, and corrects us, Irrever- 
ſibly he bequeathes to us the everlaſting, the pleaſant land, 
and goodly heritage of the hoſts of nations, the whole 
fulneſs of God, O aſtoniſhing! when guilt, pollution, 
and enmity, might have juſtly provoked his endleſs de- 
teſtation, he ſaid to my ſoul, Thou haſt ſpoken and done 
evil things as thou couldſt ; wilt thou not from this time 
cry unto me, My Father, thou art the guide of my youth? 
When, as an infernal fiend, 1 returned, What have I to 
do with thee? Art thou come to torment me before the 
time? powerfully he rejoined, Thou SHALT call me 
my Father, and S$SHALT NOT turn away from me. 1 
WILL be to him a Father, and he SHALL be to me à ſon. 
How could my enmity, my inward rock, withſtand ſuch 
melting love! Straight all my powers cried out, My 
Father; my Guide; my God; my ALL. 

19. Our new-covenant ſtate is called a XE (a). 
There, in Jeſus' blood, as the means of protecting our 
ſoul, and appeaſing our conſcience; in his power, as an 
antidote againſt every fear and danger; in his love and 
lovelineſs, as the all-ſatisfying object of our deſire; in his 
faithful promiſe, as our infallible ſecurity for glo- 
ry, honour, immortality, eternal life; we reſt ſafe 
from every wrathful event and enemy. There is no 
condemnation to us. No evil can befal us. God and 
his creatures are in a covenant of peace with us. In 
this happy ſtate too we reſt from laviſh ſervice to the 


broken law; and from our finful fulfilment of the luſts 
of the fleſh-and of the mind, 


) Matth. xi. 28. 
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er. m. 
Of the pardon of ſin. 


I, Ardon of fin, which is oft put for the whole of 
P our juſtification, is repreſented as God's being 
merciful to our unrighteouſneſs (a). It is entirely of his 
free, rich, and ſovereign grace and mercy, that he doth 
not avenge, but forgive our unrighteouſneſs of heart or 
life. O grace, grace unto it! 
2. It is repreſented as a COVERING of in (b). By 
the imputation of Jeſus' righteouſneſs for our robe, our 
guilt is ſo hid and covered, as no more to expoſe us to 
God's revenging wrath ; nor can juſtly annoy our con- 
ſcience with legal horror. 

3. It is called a xEmis$s10N or FORGIVENESS (c). 
Therein God moſt fully acquits us of the charge of our 
crimes; ſecures us againſt the avenging and wrathful pu- 
niſhment thereof; and removes every legal bar, that ob- 
ſtructs our hope, our happineſs, or comfort. 

4. It is repreſented as God's NOT REMEMBERING our 
fin (d). Having pardoned it, God no more continues 
to charge or puniſh it upon us; but allows us as eminent 
friendſhip, familiarity, and fulneſs of bleſſings, as if we 
never had ſinned. How oft, my ſoul, has he taken me 
into his boſom, as if I had been an innocent, an angel! 

5. It is repreſented as his BLoTTING ov of fin (e). 
Upon the imputation of Jeſus* blood to our perſon and 
conſcience, our ſinful debts, and the demands of ſatiſ- 

faction for them, are ſo dropt from the book of God's 
Judicial remembrance, that neither he, nor the broken 
law, nor our conſcience, have the leaſt remaining 
ground to charge them upon us, in order to require ſa- 
tisfaction for them. | 

6. It is repreſented as his caſting our /ins behind bis 
back, or into the deeps of the ſea; and his putting and 


(a) Heb. viii. 12. (5) Pal. xxxii. 1. () Aﬀts v. 31 
(@) IC xliii. 25. (e) Plal Ii. 1. 9 


removin 
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removing it far from us (a). For when it is pardoned; 
he neither will, nor can charge it upon us; nor ſuffer a- 
ny wrathful puniſhment to come near us. Our fins are 
buried in the deeps of JEHovan's love and ſeſus“ blood; 
nor ought fears of divine curſes or condemnation 1a the 
leaſt to diſmay us. Jeſus hath taken away the hard- 
writing of law charges of guilt, as well as of ceremo- 
nial ordinances, that was againſt us, and hath nailed it 
to his croſs, from whence it can never be looſed, 

7. It is repreſented as a PuxGING ai Ae, 
through the ſpriniling of, or waſhing us in clean was 
ter (b). By the ſaving application of Jeſus' infinitely 
pure and purifying blood, the legal guilt of our fm is 
completely removed from our conſcience; and a ſufh- 
tiert foundaticn laid for purging away its moral filth, by 
the Spirit of ſanctiſication. 

8. It is repreſented as God's mating our ſcarlet and 
crimſon coloured, our hideous crimes, white as ſnoxw and 
wool (c). By the imputation of Jeſus' blood and righ- 
teouſneſs, all their terrible appearances do, as it were, 
evariſh ; and purity, peace, rightcouſneſs, and reſt, 
ſucceed in their room, 

9. It is compared to the Delling of a cloug or thick 
cloud (d). Hereby, God alone removes the guilt of 
our numerous, our innumerahle, and frightſul crimes 
removes the ground. of our gloomy apprehenſions of his 
threatened vengeance, which by natme hangs over our 
bead; gives us acceſs to ſee himſelf in mercy, and com- 
fort; and to obtain delightful views, and well-grounded 
hopes, of the heavenly glory. | | 

10. It is repreſented as the giving us a white flone, 
with a new name written on it (e); in alluſion to an 
ancient cuſtom of the Greeks, their voting ſentences ot 
abſolution, by caſting into a veſſel white ſtones, whereon 
was ſometimes written the name of the perſon abſolved. 
Cod gives us our ſentence of pardon, in the pure, peace - 
ful, glorious, and everlaſting promiſe of the goſpel, di- 
realy pointed and applied to our heart. Hath God done 
ſo to me? Then let me never be merciful to any ini- 


(a) TC xxxViii. rp. Mic. vii. 19. Pſal. ciii. 7. () Ezck. xxxvi 
25. (c) IG i. 18. (4) IC. w_ 22. ( Rex. ii. 17. 
F 
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| goity ; let me never cover my tranſgreſſions as Adam; 

et me never forgive my wicked ſelf; let me remember 
my evil ways, and be aſhamed and confounded for all 
that I have done; let my ſin be ever before me. 


SECT. W. 
Of [anitification. 


r. C\ Andctification is repreſented as a LIE (a), It is 

8 the immediate effect of Chriſt's living in us by hit 
Spirit; it is a myſterious, pleaſant, and proſitable mer- 
cy, maintained by the conſtant, the quickening influence 
of Heaven, the daily application of Jeſus' fleſh and 
blood. 

2. It is repreſented as God's WASHING ws in water, 
and PURIFYING us in fire (). By the continued appli- 
cation of Jeſus? word, his blood and Spirit; and by ma- 
nifold troubles, temptations, and perſecutions, he gra- 
dually, ſkilfully, and powerfully purges out our corrup- 
tion, till we become like gold tried in the fire z whiter 
than ſnow; without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
Having theſe exceeding great and precious pramiſes, my 
ſoul, cleanſe thyſelf from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, | BY; 
f 3. It is repreſented as'Goll's sUBDuixG our inigui- 
ties (c). By the application of the blood of the Lamb, 
by the almighty Spirit, and the all- conquering word of 
his grace, applied to, and working in the heart, he gra- 
dually weakens, and puts out our inward nations of luſts, 
enables our graces to tread upon them, and occupy their 
room in our heart, our ſpeech, and behaviour, 


{9 Gel. 2 00 Ir . 4 0 Mic h. 
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8 Ker. . 
Of fellowſhip with Cod. 


1. Omfortable fellowſhip and intimacy with Cod ia 
Chriſt is repreſented as a being in his HOUSE, 

bir CHAMBER, 07 PRESENCE (a). Divinely drawn and 
admitted, we therein, with ſecrecy and ſafety, enjoy e- 
minent familiarity with him, are refreſked and nouriſhed 
with his delicate proviſion ; are enabled and encouraged 
to utter all our complaints into his boſom; and have the 
fecrets of his covenant ahd promiſe, and ſometimes of 
his purpoſe and providence, unfolded to our foul. © 
ſend forth thy light and thy truth ; let them lead me; 
let them bring me to thine holy bill: then will T ge 19 
Ged 's altar, to Cod mine exceeding jy. . 

2, It is repreſented as a SEEING of Grd, a WALKING 
in his light, and having his ccuntenance liſted upon us (H. 
O the clear, the near, and intimate diſcoveries we there 
enjoy of his perfections, promiſes, relations, words, and 
works! With what pleaſure we therein beho!d his ex- 
cellency and brightneſs !- vaderftand his illuzidating 
truths, and thereby make progreſs in our heavenly jour - 
ney, cauſing the light of our holy converſation ſhine be- 
fore others, that they may take knowledge of us, that 
we have been with Jeſus, | 

3. It reſembles a G EEN and well GuarnDeD BED (c). 
O the profound reſt we enjoy in the perſon, the righ- 
teouſneſs, and love of Chriſt! How ſweetly we ceaſe 
from our ſinful, legal, and carnal labour, and delight 
ourſelves in the embraces, the familiar diſcoveries of 
Godhead ! How complete our ſafety from evil! How 
familiarly we converſe with the Moſt High! How melt- 
ing and fructifying are his influences to our heart! 

4. It is called the x Iss ES % Chri/?'s mouth (d). By 
his various promiſes, how ſweetly are his everlaſtiog 


fa) Song 3. 4. and ii. 4 () II. f. 3. Pell. ir. 6. 0) Song 
1.16. and 111. 7. 8. () Song i. 2. | 


112 kindneſs, 
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kindneſs, mercy, and grace, manifeſted to our ſoul! 
How powerfully this teſtifies and aſſures us, that though 
he was angry, his anger is turned away, and he com- 
forts us! With what delightful influence it animates 


and enhances our love to him | 


5. It is compared to LIFE (a). How agile, alert, 


and active, it renders our ſoul in the work of God! 


How pleaſant ! how myſterious and uſeful ! Life, o 
Jeſus, lies in thy favour ; natural life is but a death, a 
hell, without thy preſence and love. I lire, if 1 and 
faſt in the Lord. 

6. It is Iikened to 1vEBRIATION (). Tow abundant- 
Jy we therein drink out of God's wells of ſalvation ! 
drink of the wine of his loving kindneſs, recciving it by 
faith into our heart! How effeQually are we thereby 
encouraged and ſtrengthened! How ſweetly our hearts 
forget their former miſery, and our lips open in his 
praiſe ! | 

7. IV is acer OF SALVATION j a CUP RUNNING o- 
VER (c). How Gdelightful; how refreſhing; hoy 
raviſhing our believing views of our redemption ! Hoy 
tranſporting to poſſeſs, and know myſelf a poſſeſſor of 
that ſalvation, which from eternity employed the 


. thoughts of God to deviſe it; and which comprehends 


the enjoyment, the endleſs enjoyment, of 40 the fulneſi 
of Gol. | 
8. It reſembles an axorinTixG (d), Plentifally 


therein, the Holy Ghoſt beſtows his grace, applies his 


influerce, and renders us freſh, comely, alert, and ac- 
tive, in our ſpiritual warfare and work. O to have an 
vaclion from the Holy One, that I may know and do all 
things ! ; 

9. It is compared to a SEALING (e). Therein the 
bleſſed Spirit of all grace impreſſes his image on our 
heart; ſets us alide from the world to his ſervice ; and 
confirms to us our hopes of everlaſting ſalvation. Jeſus 
ſets me as a ſeal upon his heart, and as a ſea! upon his 
arm. O happy they, who, after they have believed, 
are thus ſealed with the holy Spirit of promiſe ! 


(a) PCal. xxx. 5. ) Song v. 1 (0 Pal. cxvi. 13. anl 
xxiü. FL | (i 2 Cor. i. 21 (c Eph. i. 13. | ; 
10. U 
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ul ! 10, It is repreſented as a sri under Chrift*'s ſba- 
gh dow, and FEASTING on bis fruit; —a $UPPISG together 
5 with his Father and him (a). Protected and refreſhed by 
ter Jeſus' power, righteouſnels, and love, we thereby, in ſweet 
familiarity with divine perſons, with pleaſure and joy, 
= believe and acquieſce in the glory to God; and abun- 
o dantly embrace the peace on earth, good-will ro men; 
0 and rich fulneſs of grace and glory, he by his mediation: 
A* hath purchaſed and procured for us. 
nd 11. Earneſt defire after this fellowſhip with Chriſt ; 
and the inward comfort flowing from it, are repreſented 
wo as a LOVE*S1CKNESS (5), In the firſt, what a painſul- 
a; preſſure of mind; a trouble, a ſinking of heart; a burn- 
by ing deſire after Chriſt; a deteſtation of all worldly 
by things, that offer a ſhadowy comfort, is"occaſioned by his 
oy abſence ! In the laſt, What a raviſhment; a-tranſport, . 
_ an inward burning of love to a Redeemer, is produced 
by bis preſence !. When 1 deeply taſte a Saviour's love, 
at when 1 lie baſking in his warming rays, how raviſhed' 
* with joy! how ſick ! how overcharged with bliſs! ho 
* all inflamed with love divine! how 1 deteſt the ſweets 
of of earth! Get hence, you miniſters of darkneſs, you 
te erjoyments- of ſenſe, you polluted pleaſures of ſia; my 


ds foul! abhors your dainty meats, Get hence, thou body 
7 of fin and death, thou hated clog of error, guilt, and 
corruption, Get hence, thou mortal life, thou circle 


ly of repeated woes, vanities, and vexation of ſpirit, where, 
Ns ſince fin. and folly: entered, happineſs was never ſeen, 
* Ye flowery varieties of earth, ye ſparkling glories of the 
* ſky, now let me ſhut mine eyes on you, and open them 
ul on brighter! O far brighter ſcenes! On God! my 


Gop/! my joy! my LiF ! my LOVER?! and wy at! 
How delightfully my- thoughts with reaſon rave-on my 

loving, dying, liviog Lord! Beyond creation's utmolt 
Ine, how fal ! how far my wiſhes fly! O how my heart 
lingu.ſheth for the habitat'on, the embrace, the buſom, . 
of the. Moſt High! How ſhe longs to behold my al- 

mighty Lover, in all his pomp of majeſty, and bloom of 
beauty ! How ſhe par for the fair original of all that: 


(1) Seng ji. 3. 4 Rev. iii. 20. (!) Song v. 8. and i. 5. 
EL E. 133 
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i lovely! for beauty yet unknown! for intellectual 
pleaſure yet untaſted! By what .almigbty ; what en- 
rapturing attraction he now draws my heart! How je- 
ſus* lovely form meets every thought! fills every view 
Beſide him, I behald nothing; beyond him, Ldeſire-nothing, 
O ſweet burning thirſt, to be quenched by nought but the 
unfathomed ocean of a full enjoyed God of love! Is 
this my ſickneſs? what then that endleſs health above! 


ER AP. VIS. 


V metaphors reſpecting ſaving grace, as inherent in, 
and exerciſed by us. | 


8 E | #4 T.. 2 


67 grace as a general principle. 
1. E inward principle of grace is called the Sp1- 
| RIT (a). It is formed by, and reſembles the 


| Spirit of God. It reſides in the ſou), in the ſpiritual 


powers of man; and it diſpoſes to mind, ſavour, delight, 
and labour in ſpiritual things. 
2. It is called a MAN (5), for its glorious dignity, its 


marycllous contexture, its eminent prudence and ſagaci- 


ty. It ſpreads through our whole man, ſoul, body, and 
ſpirit, It has what anſwers to the diſtinguiſhed paris 
and powers of a human body, Hope, that OY 
grace, is its. head. as Carmel or crimſon; ſpirituz 
thoughts and good works are the heirs growing thereon, 
Faith and ſpiritual knowledge are its eyes, whereby. we ſee 


the San, and his inviſible realities ; ſee ourſelves in our 


vilenels, and the world in its varity, and bring forth 
tears of godly ſorrow, and melting of heart: and ears, 
whereby. we hear Jeſus' voice, and diſcern it from the 


te) Gal v 17) ö Eph. iv. 24. andi 16 Song iv. 15.5 


and v Us. 1. 7 1 Pet. Iii. 4＋* 


voice. 
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voice of à ſtranger : and its 7o/e, to ſmell the ſavour of 
his good ointments, and ſagaciouſly to preſent the ap- 
proach of ſpiritual foes ; and to diſcover the inward 
frame of our heart, Humility and ſelf denial are its 
bluſhing and beautiful cheeks, Faith, whereby we taſte 
that the Lord is gracious, handle the word of life, re- 
ceive Jeſus as the gift of God, are joined to him, and 
feed upon him, as the bread of life, and nouriſhment of 
our ſoul, is its mouth, hand, and neck, Affectionate de- 
fires toward God its /ips and breath, Believing embracee 
ments, ardent affection and deſires, are its boſom and breaſts, 
Love and compaſſion are its Belly, bowels, and heart; 
ſpiritual ſtrength, reſignation, and patience, its back. 
Holy principles, and a goſpel-converſation, are its thighs, 
legs, and feet. See Book I. ch. VII. No 5. It is 
called a new . It was not originally in our heart; 
all things pertaining to it are mew; a new heart, 
a new ſpirit, new light, life, liberty, new love, 
aſfetion, memory, and converſation. - It is called the 
inner man of the heart; for though it produce an out- 
ward holy profeſſion and practice, it chiefly and formal- 


Jy conſiſts in the frame, temper, and diſpoſition of our 


heart, our underſtanding, conſcience, will, and affec- 
tions, It is called an hidden man; it is hid from Satan, 
that he cannot deſtroy it; from the world, that they 
cannot underſtand it; from other ſaints, that they can- 
not certainly diſcern it. When we walk in ſpiritual 
darkneſs, and are deprived of the ſhining of God's coun- 
tenance, we ourſelves can ſcarcely obſerve it: And how 
ſafely is it laid up, ſealed; and ſecured in Chriſt ! 

3. It is repreſented as an ARMED: WARRIOUR (). 
Dreadleſs of danger, ſecure againſt death, it-continually 
ſeeks the ruin of; and by earneſt defire after holineſs, 
by warm oppoſition of inward Juſt, by reſiſtance of temp- 
tation, and ſtudy of diſconformity to carnal men, it 
ſights againſt: fin, Satan, and the world. It is armed 
with the girdle of divine truth, which-applied to-the 


heart, renders it ſtrong and active; with the girdle of 


inward truth and ſincerity of ſoul, which girds up the. 


(o) Erh. vi. 10-185. 1. Theſſ v. 8. 
| loins; 
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loins of the mind, and makes it candid and ſober; with 
the breaft- plate of imputed righteouſneſs, which repels 
the horrid accuſations of Satan, ſecures. from eondem- 
nation and death; and / faith and love, which render 
our ſoul couragious and ſafe, Armed with the hoes 
of goſpel-truth, a firm eſtabliſhment in the principles of 
which, qualifies to run alertly, regularly, and fearlefſ- 
ly, in the field of ſpiritual warfare: with the ſhining, 
ſolid, and impenetrable /ie/d of faith, eſpecially of 
the divine perfection, as embraced and improven by 
faith, to defend the whole man, and to repel and return 
on Satan himſelf, the fiery; fearful; ſwift, flying, and 
dangerous darts of his ſeduction :. with the he/jnet of fal. 
vation, and hope thereof; to ward off deadly, ſtupifying, 
and confounding blows of temptation or wondle, Arm- 
ed with the mail- coat, and armour of uaiverſal holineſi 
and righteouſneſs, an the right band, and on the leſt; 
to damp the heart of every oppoſer : with the artillery 
of all prayer and dependence on God, and with the word 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God, whereby out 
conſcienee is convinced; our eorruptions wounded ; 
temptations, errors, and hereſies, folidly refated and 
ruine 
4. It is reprefented as a DLvINE NATURE, and image 
of God (a). By him it is cogferred on, and produced 
in us; and by it ate we conformed to, him in every 
mitable perfection, in knowledge, wiſdom, power, ho- 
lineſs, juſtice, goedneſs, and truth; are inclined to 
lire on him, as our portion, with him, as our friend, 
and to him, as our laſt end. O when ſhall I be perfect, 
as my Father, which is in heaven, is perfect! When 
Hall I be like him, by ſeeing him as be is! 
5. It is called an BEAR T Or FLESH'(b), How ſoſt- 
ened by the love! how readily impreſſad with the word 
and providence of God! how readily it bends under his 
influence; and teſigus to his ſovereign will! 
6. It is called ties (r). By the breathiag of his 
word and. Spirit, God alone forms it. How pleaſant, 
precious; and honourable. is it! apd how comely and 


(a), 2 Pet. i. 4. (0) Ezek. xxxtÞ 26, (e) 1 John v. to- 
actise 
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adive in ſerving God, and in promoting our happineſs, 
it renders our ſoul ! * 

7. It is called LiGur (a). To us, how myſterious 
and incomprehenſible its nature; from the Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs it wholly proceeds. And how pure, pene- 
trating! how active, refreſhful, enlightening, and di- 
recting to our ſoul! What a bleſſed prelude and ear- | 
neſt of everlaſting felicity! | 

8. It is INCORRUPTIBLE SEED (b), With divine la- 
bour and wiſdom, planted, and ſown in our heart, wa- 
tered with the rain and dew of the holy Spirit, and warm- 
ed with the love, the rays, of the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
it never rots, or conſumes; never gives place to ſinful 
Juſt ; but flouriſhes as corn and trees; and though in dif- 
ferent degrees, brings forth fruit unto everlaſting life. 
9. It reſembles a CRALX of muſtard-ſeed (c). From 
the ſmalleſt beginnings, it grows up, till it be exceeding 
ſtrong, viſible, and uſeful, for the ſeaſoning and im- 
provement of providence, and for the protection of our 
ſoul, How ſweetly this leſs than handful of ſeed, caſt 
into the tops of mountains, into our rocky barren heart, 
ſhakes with fruit! © how the particular graces flouriſh ! 
how the good works abound ! 

10. It reſembles an EAT oF WURAT ſet about with 
lilies (d). O the excellency ; the abundance; the va- 
ricty of particular graces ! the purity, permanency, and 
ſolidity thereof! No wind of temptation, nor fan of 
perſecuticn, can drive it away, What delightful nou- 
riſhment to Chriſt and his people! How orderly ſur- 
rounded with ih- lite promiſes, and evangelic good 
works! 

11. It is compared to SPIKENARD (e). How low 
and contemptible, in the view of carnal men! bat how 
precious and fragrant to Chriſt and his ſai:ts! How ef- 
fectually it warms, nouriſhes, preſerves from corruption, 
ſtrengthens, and refreſhes our heart! When Jeſus, our 
King, is ſenſibly preſent, how ſweetly it ſends forth the 
ſmell thereof, in heavenly deſire, and holy exerciſe ! 

12, It may be compared to ManDRAKES (J). Ia e- 


"(0 Keb „ e () « Johnill.s h Match. n u 3% 
4 Song vii. 2. (e) Song i. 12. (/) Song vi. 13- 
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very form, how delightful, fragrant, and comety ! How 
powerfully it cools our indwelling luſt ; our fiery pertut- 
bations of ſoul ! heals our ſpiritual maladies ! attrags 
our affections to Jeſus! and renders us fruitful in good 
works! | 

13. It reſembles all pleaſant fruits, and chief ſpices of 
camphire, calamus, faffron, &c. (a). What a flouriſhing, 
fragrant, and delightful garden of God, it renders our 
wilderneſs foul! How diverſified its various forms of 
faith, of hope, of love, repentance, humility, patience, 
refipnation, and the like! How rare, precious, and 
pleaſant! How effectually it cheers our heart ! pre- 
ſerves from ſpiritual corruption and rottenneſs! How 
ever-green, incorruptible, and growing! How whole- 
ſome and medicinal to our ſoul! And do not fome par- 
ticular graces, of faith, hope, love, like calamus, cam- 
phire, and myrrh, aſcend on high, mount toward Jeſus 
and heavenly things; while repentance, ſelf-denial, pa- 
tience, reſignation, like ſpikenard and ſaffron, couch 
beneath? Pu 

14. It reſembles all manner of rpLEASANT FRUITS, 
new and old, laid up at our gates for Chriſt (bY). O the 
abundance and variety of particular graces! How con- 
#antly they receive new ſupply from Jeſus' fulaeſs ! and 
add to their former growth! And for his pleaſure and 
honour, their whole exerciſe in divine ordinances, and 
manifeſtation to the world, is deſigned and calculate, 

I5. It is compared to a the powDeRrs of the mers 
chant. or apothecary (c). How diverſified and various 
the particular graces! How rich and coſtly ! purchaſed 
| by Jeſus* blood; compounded by his ſkill; and received 
out of his fulneſs; how effectually they perfume our 
nature and work! and render it_ amiable to God and 
his people ! 

16. It is compared to sal r (4). It is of a durable 
and purifying nature, It pricks, pains, and puts away our 
corruption. It preſerves us, from becoming rotten, un- 
ſavoury, and noiſome in our diſpoſition and practice, It 


| fs) Song iv. 12. 13. (Y Song vi. 13 Song iii. 6. 
6) Mark ix. Fe. * 
1 heals 
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heals our ſoul ; and teſtifies our friendſhip and reconci- 


liation with God, Be you, my heart, my ſpeech, my 


work, always ſeaſoned with it, © q 

17. It is compared to LEAvVEN (a), However weak, 
and inconſiderable at firſt, it gradually, powerfully, and 
often inſenfibly, conquers and transforms our - whole 
heart and life, into its likeneſs and image! 

18, It is compared to a CHAIN OF GOLD about the 
neck (5); conſifting of the precious, ſolid, laſting, and 
diverſified links of knowledge, hope, humility, meekneſs, 
love, repentance, zeal, thankfulneſs, contentment, ſin- 
cerity, ©c. beautifully connected. It flows from, and 
depends on our ſpiritual nect of the promiſe and word of 
God; and ſurrounds, adorns, and ſtrengthens the nee. 
of our faith. 

19. It reſembles Rows or JzWELS on the check ; 
BORDERS OF GOLD with STUDS OF SILVER (c). How 
diſtinguiſhed the value, the purity, the adorving and en- 
riching virtue of theſe various graces! In what comely 
order, and beautifying influence, they appear in an holy, 
humble life! How agreeable, when theſe golden bor- 
ders are attended with /i/ver gifts, and holy fruits, of 
the Spirit ! 

20, It, with its attending benefits, are like 60Lv 

TRIED i the fire (4). How precious, pure, ſubſtan- 
tial, ſatisfying, and durable! No fiery oracles of hea» 
yen, no furnaces of fiery troubles, can deſtroy them ; but 
diſcover their diſtinguiſhed value. May J ever lay up this 
gold as the duſt; and as the ſtones of the brook. 
21. It is compared to a ROBE (e). Skilfully it is fra- 
med by the power and wiſdom of God. Effectually it 
warms, adorns, and protects our heart, My foul, be 
thou clothed herewith. Let it adorn my inward powers, 
and ſhine forth in my converſation, 


0% Matth. xiii. 33. (6) Song i. 16. 11. ) Ibid. (4) Re. ite 
18. (e) Eph. iv. 24 
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Sacred Tropology. 


S-E GT. I. 


Of particular graces, knowledge, ſaith, hope, leve, re- 
Aentance, zeal, humility. 


I. Of &kn»wledge, 


Is S Piritual knowledge is a FOUNTAIN OF LIFE (4), 

It ſhews us the nature of life, ſpiritual and eter- 
nal, and the means of attaining it. It refines and fanc- 
titties our natural life; is the means of ſpiritual ; and the 
means, beginning, and earneſt of eternal. It teacheth 
and engageth our heart to receive Jeſus, the reſurrection 
and the life, into our heart; and it is eternal life to know 
_ only true God, and' Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ent. 

2. Saving knowledge and true faith reſemble rss 
and-EaRs (5). Thereby our ſouls are adorned and beau- 
tified. Thereby we diſcern the truth ; behold the per- 
ſon, and apprehend the work.of Chriſt, and his Father, 
We eſpy our path- of duty, avoid dangers, and obtain 
exactneſs in our work, We attend to, and hear the 
voice of the Son, the word, the providence of God; 
hear, that our ſoul may live; hearken and hear, for the 
time to come; are led out, to realize, and prepare for, 
an eternal (tate, 1 | | | 

3. They reſemble Doves EYES (c), becauſe of their 
purity, their clearneſs, their lovelineſs, meekneſs, ſingle- 
neſs ; their chaſte affection to Chriſt, and quick diſcern- 
ing of wholeſome proviſion to our ſoul. | 

4. They may be compared to the Fis4 yooLsS of 
Heſbbon, by the gate of Bathrabbim (d), becauſe of 
their beauty, their perſpicuity, their unmoveableneſs, 
their abundant ſupply from Jeſus, the Fountain of living 
waters: and for their teadency to diſcover ourſelves to 
us; that we may thereby be induced to hearty repent- 


(4 Prov. xvi. 22. ) Song vii. 4 If. Iv. 3. (c) Song 
Is 15. and iv. 1. (4) Song vil. 4. | 
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ance, holy modeſty, cordial humility, and eminent ſelf- 
denial. 

. Spiritual knowledge, prudence, and faith, 
ſemble the noss (a). By them we reliſh the * 
of ipiritual things; difcern the noiſome nature of ſin, and 
the unſavourineſs of created enjoyments. By theſe is 
our religious appearance exceedingly beautiſied. By the 
exerciſe thereof, do our apple like ſmelling breath of 
holy deſires and endeavours, mark the inward ſoundneſs 


of our heart. 


II. Of faith. 


5 Faith as our ſpiritual mo,. (5). Thereby 
we taſte and ſee that God is good : we receive Jeſus as 
the food of our foul: we (expreſs our mind to God in 
prayer and praiſe; and to others in holy and edifying 
converſe ; for whatſoever is not of faith, is ſin. 

6. It is our ſpiritual TEETH (c); whereby we chew 
the bread of life in holy medications, heavenly delires, 
and aſſured per ſuaſions of his being the all-ſuited, the 
all comprehending, and unſpeakable gift of God to us. 

7. It is our ſpiritual NK (4); which joins us to 
Jeſus our glorious head; is the means of our corre- 
ſpoadence with, and receiving nouriſhment from him; 
ſopports our towering grace of hope; and renders us 
ſtately and glorious. 

8, It is out ſpiritual nA NDS and arms (e) ; whereby we 
receive and embrace the all- glorious Redeemer; hold him 
faft by bis promiſe;; work out our ialvation with fear and 
trembling ; war againſt and conquer du ſpiritual foes ; and 
how pleatantly it drops wirh the faveer-ſmelling myrrh of 
Jeſus' influence, when he graciouſly opens and draws out 
our heart ! 

9. It reſembles a neauly aua ſhed even ſhorn, and Far- 
ſul Fuockx . tow telf confiſtent its various acts! 
all waſhed in a Scviobz's blood an? Spirit! all fed in 
the paſture of his word; and briiging forth abundant 
fruits of holineſs to the honour of God ! 


— 


(a) Song vi“. 4. 8. (6) Pal laxxi. 10. c) Song vi. 6. 
(4) dong i 10. and vii 4 (% Song v. 5. /) Song iv. 2+ 
6 g 10. It 
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10. It is like the Tower of David builded for an ar- 
moury (a). How inexpreſſibly high, firm, and impreg- 
nable! and uſeful to defend our ſouls; or annoy their 
foes! How richly ſtored with all the armour of God! 
Like a tower of ivory, how ſelf-conſiſtent, precious, 
comely, and ſtrong! And like the tower of Lebanon 
locking towards Damaſcus ; it, with our ſpiritual know- 
ledge and prudence, chiefly watches againſt, and oppoſes 
our unbelief, our pride, our legality, and other Syrian- 
lite principal enemies of our ſoul. 

11. It is compared to a SHIELD (5). Depending on, 
and improving God in Chriſt as our ſhield, and our ex- 
ceeding great reward, it turns every way, and eminent- 
ly contributes to protect our inner man, from all the fiery 
darts of the devil, 

12. It is compared to GOLD TRIED in the fire (c), 
How pure, precicus, durable, and uſeful! How tried 
in the fire of God's probatory word! and in the hre of 
- temptation and trouble! It is much more precious than 
gold. It is the purchaſe of Jeſus? blood; the diſtinguiſh- 
ed gift of JEHovan's hand, It adorps our foul, con- 
forms us to the image of God. Furniſheth us with ſpiri- 
tual life, liberty, health, nouriſhment, and glory, from 
the fulneſs of Chriſt, Nor can thieves, or any creature, 
deprive us thereof. 

13. Faith and love reſemble tue towering BREASTS (4), 
How near and comely their connection! What mutual 
and affectionate embraces of Jeſus, the beloved! All 
night of trouble and time, he lies in their midſt, What 
an abundant ſource of edification to others around 
Their eminent growth, how ſure a token of our * 
for the celeſtial marriage with Chriſt ! 

14. They reſemble Twin Rots feeding among li. 
lies (e). What harmony, lovelineſs, and vivacity are 
in them! What oppoſition to Satan and his ſerpentine 
ſeed! What ſad haraſſment and trouble, they, eſpe- 
cially in a day of carnal ſecurity, receive from thoſe! 
But __ glorious: and ſurpriſing, though difficult, are 


(4) Song iv. 4 (ö) Eph. vi. 16. (c) 1 Pet. i. 5. (4) Seng 
Vi 10. (e) Song i. 3. 
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their conqueſts! How delightfully they dwell in the 
heart of. /ily-/ike ſaints, and are nouriſhed among the 
lilies of goſpel- truth! | 

15. They reſemble wincs (a). In the exerciſe 
thereof, by the breathing of the Holy Ghoſt, we fly a- 


bove this world, and its earthly concerns; above the 


clouds of ignorance, guilt, and affliction; and aſcend to 
Jeſus, our exalted Saviour, and the things above. 

16. They are compared to a BREAST-PLATE (5). 
Conſtantly and effectually they protect 6ur heart from Sa- 
tan's temptations, or the hurt thereof; and from the 
hurt or horror of trouble. 


III. C/ hope. 


2, Hope reſembles a EAD (c). Supported by faith 
as a neck, it mi;htily tends to preſerve us from ſinking 
amid waves of adverſity, It is an eſpecial feat of our 
ſpiritual vivacity, courage, and beauty. And, when 


lively, produfes an unnumbered multitude of good 


works, 


height, foundation, and object! How wide its proſpect 
of the promiſed land! and of the ſea, the ocean of 
endleſs duration! How noted its fragrancy and fruit- 
fulneſs ! 


4. It reſembles cx11s0xN (e). Chriſt crucified is our 


hope, the author, foundation, and object of it. Through 
his bloody death, we obtain a good Zope, are begotten 
through his reſurrection to a /ively hope; and to be with 
him for ever, is the ſum, the all, we hope for, 

5. It is an ANCHOR ſure and ſtedſaſt, entering into 
that within the vail (f). Through well-grounded 
hopes of heaven, our ſouls are ſecured, that no weight 
can fink our ſpirit; no ſtorm of temptation can drive us 
away; no floods of tribulation can hurt or diſmay us. 


Fix, my ſoul, thy anchor, thy hope, to a ſtrong faith 


within thee ; caſt it forth of thylelf, Fix it in Jeſus, 


(a) If. xl. 30. (5) r Theſſ. v. 8. (c) Song vii. 5. (4) Ibid 
(e) Ibid. (J) Heb. vi. 19. 2044 
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3. It reſembles CARMEL (4). How heavenly its 


— — 
F . 


phy « 


* 
© 
WW 


—— RN 
* 


"Sb - +3 ASS > 7 


— - — 


Y -< ” — — 
IDs 


352 Sacred Tropolag y. 


the immoveable rock, and the unſeen ſcenes of a diſtant, 
a celeſtial world. 

6. It is compared to an HELMET (a), What ſignal 
protection and fafery it affords our ſon! ! How terrible 
it renders us to our ſpiritual enemi-s! How bold and 
ants jc in fighting with, reſiſting, and attacking 
them! 6 


IV. of love, 


5. Love is compared to DEATH and the GRAVE (). 
It conquers our heart, and every oppoſer ; renders us 
dead to our Juſts, our righteouſneſs, our wiſdom, 
our will, our carnal profit or honour, It diſpoſeth 
us to die for the honour and teſtimony of Jeſus, and 
-for the ſpiritual intereſts of his people. Like the 
grave, it ſeparates us from the world and infatiably 
hungers and thirſts after the fulneſs of Chriſt. 

6. It is compared to cos OF FIRE, that have a moſt 
vehement flame: and zeal for Chriſt is likened to a con- 
fuming fire which eats us up (c). Our love fixed on a 
known, though unſeen. Redeemer, how it melts our 
heart! inflames our deſire after him! purifies our ſoul 
from the droſs of corruption! inſatiably preſſes after 
further fellowſhip and conformity with. him! Nor can 
floods of ungodly men, of perſecution, affliction, temptation, 
deſertion, corruption, or law terrors, quench or deſtroy it. 
True zeal burns up, not theſe around us, with carnab 
contention, and angry reviling; but our own heart, 
with grief and concern that Jeſus is: diſkonoured:; and 
with earneſt deſire and endeavour to have him exalted. 

7. Love and harmony among brethren in nature, of- 
fice, or profeſſion, is like 01NTMENT and nE (4). How 
it refreſhes, exhilarates, beautifies, and ſpiritually fruc- 
tiſies themſelves and others around 


V. Of repentance. 
1. Repentance is repreſented as a BROXENNESS and 
1 Theſſ. v. 9g. ) Song viii. 6 c Song vill. 6. 


Pſal. Ixix. g. and cxix. 139. (4) Pſal. cxaxiii. 13 
: | RENDIN 
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xENDING of heart (a), How therein, the hammer of 
God's word and providence breaks it to pieces! How 
the whole ſoul is preſſed and pained with views of 
her own finfulneſs! How ready to be melted with Je- 
ſus love, and formed as he pleaſeth ! 

2. It is repreſented as an ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE (). 
While looking on a crucified Chriſt, we mourn, and in 
his name requeſt forgiveneſs, how highly God regards 
our exerciſe ! how readily he grants our petitions ! 


VI. Of humility. 


Humility is repreſented as an 0&NAMENT and ROBE (c). 
Emigently ought it to appear in our whole converſation, 
which is thereby rendered valuable, comely, and glo- 
rious, in the view of God, angels, and men. | 


SECT, HL 
Of the exerciſe of grace. 


1. UR exerciſe of implanted grace is called a Y- 

ING (4). Thereby our love to, our activity in | 
the ſet vice of fin, Satan, and the world, do, by virtue 
of Jeſus' death applied to our heart, and through the 
painful exerciſe of repentance, gradually weaken, abate, 
and ceaſe, May bdie to fin daily. May I through che 
Spirit mortify the deeds of the body. 

2. It is repreſented as a LivinG (e). Proceeding 
from God the fountain of life, how pleaſant, bonour- 
able, active, and uſeful is it, for advancing his glory, 
and our and others eternal advantage! Chriſt, in his 
perſon and fulneſs, is the food we receive by faith. God. 
is our dwelling, He, his angels and ſaints, our com- 
panions, Holy deſire, prayer, and praiſe, our ſpititual 
— Obedicnce to Jeſus' law, our motion and- 
Mork. 


% Pal h. 5. Joel f. 12. ) Pal. H. 15 (0 r Pet. 
LL 4. and v. 5. (4) Rom. vi 6 7. and vii. 13. (e). Gal. ii. 20 
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3. It is repreſented as a CALLING ; an OCCUPATION; 
VOCAT ON; or BUSINESS (2). To proceed therein, 
we muſt know the myſteries of the goſpel, concerning je- 
fus in his perſon, his offices, relations, benefits, and or- 
dinances; and concerning ourſelves, in our ſtate, our 
qualities, and duties. We muſt have a ſtock of impu- 
ted righteouſnefs, implanted grace, and exceeding great 
and precious promiſes. We mult underſtand the nature 
and. worth of ſpiritual and heavenly things. Daily mul 
we attend to the exerciſe of holineſs, as our great, our 
important work, Carefully muſt we abide at home, 
keeping our heart, watching over, and ordering our 
converſation. Frequently, by ſelf-examination, muſt 
we diſtinctly ſtate our buſineſs, our accounts; and clear 
them by application of Jefus* blood. Our ſtock being 
his, his glory is to be intended in every thing we do, 
Always ought we to thrive in grace, and know that we 
do ſo. No labeur or pains are to be ſpared, that we 
may perfect holineſs ig the fear of God. How fignally 
do quick returns of prayer, and eminent communications 
of grace, increaſe our ſtock, and animate our diligence ! 
And how rich ſhall this bleſſed occupation render us, in 
our laſt end! Godlinefs with contentment is great gain; 
having the promiſes of this life, and of that which is to 
come, Apply to it, my ſoul, in every branch thereof; 
ſo number thy days, that thou mayſt apply thy heart un- 
to wiſdom, and learn God's truth; plough vp the fajlow- 
ground of thy heart, accepting his rod and word for thy 
conviction and contrition, Deny thyſelf; awake, ſhake 
pff thy droufineſs and ſloth; beware of prodigal waſting 
of JewovAan's bounty; whatſoever things are needful, 
are lovely, and of good report, buy. freely and delibe- 
rately receive, out of the fulneſs of Chriſt; and together 
with God, work out thy ſalvation with fear and trembling, 

4. It is reprefented as a walk or zourney (5), With 
hope and earneſt defire to obtain the better country, we 
therein chuſe Jeſus and his law for our way, and with 
pleaſure proceed from one degree of grace, or act of ho- 
lineſs, to another, till at length we appear before God in 
we heavenly Zion, It is a ung in Chriſt, a prafti- 


* } Johu vi. 26. Phil. ii. 13 2 Col. li. 6, Rom. viii. 1 
Cd 
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cal abiding and increaſing. improvement of his perſon, 
righteouſneſs, and fulneſs: it is a walking after the 
SeIR1T ; ditected and influenced hy the Holy Ghoſt: it is 
a walking with God; beholding, loving, truſting in, re- 
ceiving all from, and reſting ſatisfied in him, It is 2 
walking humbly and mournſully with him, in the faith 
of his preſence with us, as our' God, our Father, our 
Friend, and our Guide; daily lothing, and mourning o- 
ver our corruptions and offences done to him. It is a 
walking before him with reyerence of, and as in his 
immediate preſence, and in hope of direction and reward 
from him. Ris a walking in his name, as his ſervants, 
influenced by his power and promiſe, directed by his 
law, and intended to his honour, It is an upright walk, 
our purpoſe and practice uniformly concurring to advance 
the glory of God. It is a walking circumſpeckly, re- 
deeming the time; attending to every circumſtanee of 
our practice, that we may regulate it, by the divine 
law; that we may value time as a precious jewel, and 
under a deep ſenſe of former ſinfulneſs and floth, exert 
our whole care and might to improve our preſent oppor- 
tunities, to the glory of God It is a ting with the 
wiſe; making theſe who are taught of God our patterns 
and companions, in every good word and work. 

5. It is called a RACE et before us (a). In the word 
of God. is the way, the troubles attending, the method 
of courſe, the pattern, and prize, et before us. The 
race plot, is this preſent workd ; the prize, the heaven- 
ly glory; the path, Jeſus and his law. Supported by 
and looking to him. as our forerunner and pattern, we 
muſt labour and ſuffer fer him; and with agility, readi- 
neſs, cheerfulneſs. vipour, and patience, preſs forward, 
from one degree of grace to another, till we become per- 
ect, as our Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

6. It is called a 601NG ur through the wilderneſs, 
leaning on the beloved (b). Finding no reſt, eaſe, or 
fatisfa&tion, in this deſert world, or in the bare bewil- 
dering ftate of fin, or condition of eſtrangement from 
God, we turn away our defire, our delight, and expec- 
tation therefrom; and in a (tate of union to, exerciſe of 


(4) Heb. xii. 1-2 ] Song vii. 5. 
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intimacy with, and dependence on Jeſus* perſon, righ · 
teouſneſs, and ſtrength, walk in him, and his word, ag 
our way; and with aſſiduous labour, vigour, and pru- 
dence, ſurmount every towering impediment of igno- 
rance, unbelief, of temptation, perſecution, deſertion, 
of terror and guilt, following on to know the Lord, till 
we are ſet down on his right hand. 

7. It is reprelented as a Ls TI NG and WARFARE a- 
au the fleſh (a). In it our new man of inward grace, 

ike a ſtrong and active ſpirit, wills, chuſes, and follows 
after, the things tending to the deſtruction of fin. There- 
in is our whole man, ſoul, body, and ſpirit, with ſkill, 
courage, patience, and perſeverance, to oppoſe, fight a- 
gainſt, and by all poſſible means, ſeek the deſtruction of 
luſt ; to fight againit Satan, reſiſting and labour ing to o- 
vercome his temptations; to fight againſt the world, 
trampling on its alluring enticements, deſpiſing its frowns, 
oppoling its wicked errors, and abominable practices; 
and againſt multitudes of afflictions, patiently enduring 
them, It is a good fight. It is for the goad cauſe of God 
and truth; under a good captain, Jeſus Chtiſt; is to be 
performed in a good method, according to the Jaw of 
God, with the good armour of God, and in the good and 
well grounded hope of a good victory and ſpoil, an in- 
eſtimable crown of glory, life, and righteouſneſs, It is 
a fight of faith, fought to maintain the doctrine of faith 
ence delivered to the ſaints; and by the grace of faith, is 
ſtanding and victory therein ſignally obtained, 

8. It is repreſented as a KEEPER and E XALTER of a 
nation (5), What a bleſſed means of preſerving from 
fin and danger, are wiſdom and knowledge ; real religion 
and righteouſneſs! How gloriouſly they exalt the cha- 
racters of perſons ] increaſe and eſtabliſh their proſperi- 
ty and happineſs ! 

9. It is compared to the Go.] r of perſons, herbs, 
and trees (c). Notwithſtanding of frequent ſicknefs, 
and of ſad blaſts of temptation, and froſt- like prevalen- 
cy of indwelling ut, the daily application of Jeius, as 
our bread of lite, and of the watering and warming in- 


| (a) Gal. v. 17. Eph. vi. 10.---19. 2 Tim. iv. 8. (6) Prov. 
'Xlll. 6. and xiv. 34. ( Eph, iv. 13. Hoſe xiv» 5: 7. 


fluence 
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fluence of his Spirit and love, make holinefſs-in heart and 
life pleaſantly. and. inſenſibly to revive and iacreaſe, till 
we be ripe for everlaſting glory, having attained the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 

10 True godlineſs is called the EAA of the Lard (a). 
With a reverentiat fear of, and love to him, are all its 
exerciſes and bleſſings attended. And truly this is the 
beginning of wiſdom; a beginning to chooſe the better 
part, never to be taken away. | 

11, It is called wisdon (5). Hereby we chuſe the 
beſt friend, companion, huſband, and portion; diſcern 
the things that differ; follow after righteouſneſs, peace, 
charity; and run in the way of God's commandments, 
And by improving Jeſus Chriſt, as our righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength, take a proper method to perform goſpel-holi- 
nels, and obtain the divine acceptance thereof, 

12. The path of the juſt is repreſented as SHINING 
LIGHT, ſhining more and more unto the perſect day (e]. 
From ſmall beginnings, their knowledge, their holineſs 
and comfort gradually, myſteriouſly, and pleaſantly in- 
creaſe, till ſwallowed. up in the noon-tide brightneſs of 
eternal glory, Nor can any cloud overtake them, which 
ſhall not be quickly removed. Surely then their path 1s 
pleaſant, plain, clearly laid down in God's word, and 
without tbeſe ſnares and ſtumbling- blocks which lie in 
the way of the wicked, Surely this is & way above, 
wherein heaveoly things are chiefly attended to. A way 
life, marking liſe ſpiritual, preparing for the eternal. 

13. Holy exerciſes reſemble Lir1ss (4). Numbers 
of them ſpring from. ane root ar principle of faith. How 
pure! comely ! high and heaven- bending ! the better 
they are, the more humility and ſelf-denial are mixed 
therewith. 73 

14. Holy exerciſes, real religion, and true wiſdom, 
are a TREE OF LIFE (e). They fhew @ heart quicken- 
ed by the Spirit of God and do bring forth the good 
fruits of ſpiritual. livelineſs. here, and of life eternal, 
hereafter, | | 

15. Holy exerciſes are called the EBEN FrvITS of 


% Pſall cxi.. 16. (5) Prov. ii. 2. (% Prov. iv. 18. (4) Song 
the + 


vii. 2. (e) Prov. iii. 18. and iv. 13. 
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the valley; and the BuDs or FRuirs of the ſaints, theſe 
trees of righteouſneſs (a). In conſequence of our im- 
plantation into Chriſt, and union with him, they gra- 
dually, one after another, appear in our life, and are 
but imperfe& while we continue on earth. | 

16. Holineſs of life is called a 80winG in righteouſ- 
peſs ; a $0WING in tears ; and to the Spirit (b). In 
practiſing thereof, we, in the ſolid hope of eternal glory, 
carefully work righteouſneſs; amidſt grief and ſorrow, 
we follow the dictates and operation of the Holy Ghoſt; 
act influenced by, and to the advantage of our new na- 
ture. And O what mercy, joy, and immortal happi- 
neſs, we ſhall reap in the final, the eternal harveſt ! 
17. The fear of the Lord is a FOUNTAIN 'of liſe (ej. 
How refreſhing its influence'! What endleſs glory 
what immortal life will it break forth in at laſt ! From 
thee, 'O fountain of living waters, is my life, my fruit, 
found, 

18. Wiſdom, or real religion, is repreſented as an or- 
NAMENT'; and righteouſneſs as BRIGRTNFSS (d). How 
precious in itſelf! how dearly purchaſed with Jeſus 
blood! How notably it adorns our nature and life! 
makes our face and converſation to ſhine ! and will iſſue 
in the brightneſs of everlaſting glory! 

19, Experimental knowledge of real religion is like 
HONEY and the HONEY-COMB (e). How ſweet and t- 
viſhing! Nor can any know 'the excellency thereof, 
without taſting it; ſtrangers do not intermeddle with the 
ſaints joy. | 

20. True religion is compared to s1EVER, and an 
HID TREASURE V/). How comely, precious, and en- 
riching! How unknown to moſt of mankind! With 
what diligence it is to be ſought for! With what joy 
the finding thereof fills our foul, and iſſues in ! 

21. Prayer is repreſented as MEDITATION; $UPPLI- 
CATION; INTERCESSION;'"CRYING (g); to denote 
the ſolid judgment, deep humility, familiarity, and ear- 
neſtneſs, therein to be exerciſed, | 


(a) Song vi. rr. Prov. xi. 18. (s) Prov. xiv. 26. 
d) If Ixii. 1. ( Prov. iii. 1316. (J) Prov. it. 4 
(gs) Pſal. iv. 1. 1 Tim. ii. r. 


22. It 
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22. It is repreſented as a pouring out the heart ; liſt- 
ing up the ſoul to God; breathing and panting for 


him (a); to denote the inward fervency proper therein. 


23. It, with ſome other religious worſhip, is called a 
flanding, a kneeling, a bowing, a falling down before 
the Lord (5); in alluſion to the geſtures therein uſed; 
and to denote the reverence proper to attend it. 

24. Praiſing of God is repreſented by sHouTING ; 
and by $80UNDING or PLAYING on muſical inſtru- 
ments (c); in alluſion to the ſervice of the Jewiſh temple ; 
and to mark the ſolemn ſweetneſs and joy of heart inclu- 
ded in this exerciſe. 

25. Humiliation for fin is repreſented as a putting on 
$ACKCLOTH AS an ABHORRING of one's SELF; a - 
ing, or ROLLING one's ſelf in the DusT; a putting our 
MOUTH in the bust (4); to denote the ſhame, the 
ſenſe of unworthineſs, the fear and bluſhing before God 
included therein, , 

26. Beneficence to others is called a wATERING them; 
2 SCATTERING ; a CASTING BREAD agen the waters (e); 
to mark, how it refreſhes and nouriſhes the poor object; 
how liberally, and without proſpect of requital, it is to 
be exerciſed, | 


CHAP, VII, 


Of metaphors reſpecting /in, its ſlate, courſe, kinds, 


temptations. 
CE CIR 
Of fin in general, or as inherent. 


I, HE indwelling fin of our nature is compared 
to a ring and MASTER (V). With great 


(a) Pſal. Ixii. 8. and xxv. t. Lam. i i. 56. (5) Pal. xcv. 6. 
and cxxxiv. 1. (c) IC. xii. 6. Pal. cl. (4) Joel i. 13. Job 
xlii. . Lam. iii. 29. (e) Prov. xi. 24 25. Eceleſ. xi. 1. 

Rom. v. 21. 
force 
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force and authority, it rules in, and over the wicked, MW jur 
Their heart is its palace and throne; devils, wicked for 
men, and worldly things, are its armies and guard; eve. 8 
ry method of oppoſition to God is its laẽwC By an amazing, inc 

- powerful, and conſtant urgency, it mightily compels it WM 1+ 
unregenerate ſubjects to do whatever it liſteth however tes 
vile, or ſlaviſh; nor can any created power ſubdue and us 
conquer it. | 
2. It is compared to a wax ROA (a). Armed with the WM x; 


curſe of the broken law, delivering us up to ſpiritual death, * 
it, with the utmoſt ſubtlety, averſation, oppoſition, enmity, * 
and violent rage, fights againſt God, his Son, his Spi. * 
rit, his word, and grace; and with reſtleſs violence and * 
crafty ſtratagems, alway exerts its influence, to ſubdue I 


our whole man into an entire ſlavery to itſelf, 

3. It is compared to a man (5). It ſpreads through 
every part of our ſoul and body; fills our heart with all 
unrighteouſneſs, pride, debate, deceit, malignity, high, 
vain, and vile imaginations and affections; it fills our 
mouth with curſing and bitterneſs; renders our ears o- 
pen to error and filthineſs ; our eyes apt to behold vani- 
ty, lifted up, and full of adultery; our hands apt to 
perpetrate evil; and our feet /awi/? to ſhed blood, It is 
an old man. It is in us from our conception; and 1s 
alway pre-exiſtent to our grace. However crafty, pee- 
viſh, and proud; yet in the ſaints, it is in a weakened 
and languiſhing condition, 

4. Indwelling luſts may be called our MoTHnER's 
CHILDREN (c), By our mother we are conceived and 
burn therein, No origin or allowance have they from 
God our heavenly Father, Ah, how they grow up with 
us from our birth! What a curſed intimacy 1s between 
them, and our ſoul! Ah, how they render us the &eef- 
ers of the vineyards ! entangle or force us into the moll 
baſe and ſervile courſes, to the neglect of our own heart, 
practice, office, or intereſt! 

5. It is repreſented as a WITNESS Or WRITTEN ITE. 
$TIMONY (4). How deeply it is engraven on our heart! 
How irrcfragably its reign there, and eur habitual vo- 


(a) Rom. ii. 22. (3, Erb. iv. 22. (c) Songi.6 (“ Jer 
xiv. 7. and xvii. 1. 
luntary 


+ 
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juntary commiſſion of actual tranſgreſſions, teſtiſy be- 
fore God, and our awakened conſcience, that we are 
uaregenerate enemies to our Maker! children of Satan! 
incapable to recover ourſelves! unripe for heaven! rich 
deſervants, and infeoffed heirs of endleſs wo! and 
teſtify, that God is righteous in correcting and puniſhing 
us! 
6. It is repreſented as an uncommon DECEIVER (a). 

It deceives, and renders deceitful all mankind; renders 
our heart deceitful above all things, -and deſperately 
wicked; renders it more deceiving to us, than Satan 
himſelf. It promiſes pleaſure and profit in offending God; 
and makes us imagine we enjoy them, while we are con- 
ſumed by it; and that we procure wealth, while we loſe 
our ſoul], and every thing good or uſeful, and pierce 
ourſelves through with many ſorrows. How oft it per- 
ſuades us that we obtain liberty, while we enflave our- 
ſelves into the crueleſt bondage ! that we are men of 
wiſdom, while we wax blind and ignorant! that we 
make religion our great buſineſs, while we wallow in 
fio, heartily loathing, and deteſting every thing good!, 
that inward wickedneſs is of ſmall account! that fin 
may be repented of, and turned from, at pleaſure ! 
How oft it hurries us, from one extreme to another ! How 
ſtrangely it adorns the vileſt abominations with ſpecious 
names, fair pretences, and honourable appearances z and 


makes them paſs for duties and virtues ! How oft it em- 


ploys us in attempting to deceive God, and compaſſing 
him about with lies, in our a oy our prayer, our 
praiſe, and other religious exerciſe ! How effectually it 
renders us deceivers of ourſelves; the wicked to their 
everlaſting ruin; and the ſaiats, notwithſtanding of ſa- 
ving illumination, ſolemn reſolution, and drawing love, to 
2 woſul perverting of their way, diſhonouring their God, 
and wounding their ſoul ! 

7. It is compared to a THIEF (5). How it rob- 
bed all mankind in Adam of their honour and hap- 
pineis: How crattily it ſtcals away our time, our 
opportunity, our concern for eternal happineſs! How 
infen'tt!y, or violently, it robs us of our peace, ho- 
BOur, tiches, and tet! Ah! how it carries us out of 


(4) Heb. lit. 13. Jer xvii. 9. G) Luke x. 30. 
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God's way! wounds our foul ! binds us hand and foot! 
and renders us incapable to. purſue after it, raiſe an out. 

. cry againſt it, or cry to God, for juſt vengeance on it! 
It is the common impoveriſher and murderer of mankind, 
and the terror of every ſaint, who, poſſ-{ſed of ſpiritual 
treaſure, deſires in all things to live honeſtly. How 
numerous, the falſe names of virtue, it aſſumes! and in 
the night of ignorance, of deluſion, temptation, defer. 
tion, how effectually it attempts and ſucceeds, in its un- 
hallowed and ſhameful work ! 

8. It is compared to a WHORE (a). Ah! how cun- 
ningly it entices and leads us from God, to comply with 
our Juſts! how it conceives and brings forth actual 
crimes ! and ſo conceives and brings forth our enhanced 
ruin, Curſed be ſhe, in her baſket, and in her ſtore, 
and in the fruit of her womb, Bleſſed be he, who takes 
her little ones, her firſt motions, and daſhes them to 
pieces. May iniquity, in every form, ſtop her mouth; 
hide herſelf as aſhamed: may her partiſans ſtop their 
mouth; and with grief and bluſhing confeſs themſelves 
guilty before God, 

9. Sin is compared to an EVIL-DOER, mailed to, and 
crucified on a croſs (b). In the ſaints, not only God, 
but the man himſelf,- condemn it; and take vengeance 
upon it for its murderous, its thieviſh crimes: and 
through the death of jeſus applied to our heart, it is, in 
a ſhameful, lingering, and painful manner, condemned 
and mortiſied: nor ſhall it ever ſave itſelf, and come 
down from this croſs : it ſhall die, and not live, for the 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Shameleſs robber, 
wicked murderer of my God, why have my heart- ſtrings 

ſo long lapped thee round ! why have I ſo long attempted 
to hide, and protect thy guilty head! 

10. It is called a Body oF DEATH (c). O the vari- 
ety of luſts therein marvellouſly compacted ; and mu- 
tually ſubordinate to the ſupport and tendency of one an- 
other! Alas, what curſed members of atheiſm, pride, 
envy, malice unbelief, ignorance, legality, covetouſ- 
neſs, Jaſciviouſneſs, intemperance, are comprehended 
therein! Ah! what a noiſome and infections ſyſtem of 
death, in itſelf ! How it renders us ſpiritually dead! 


% James i. 13, 14. Rom. vi. 6. (c) Rom. vii. * 
An 
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and expoſes us to temporal and eternal death! Mretel- 
ed man, that I am, who ſhall deliver me from it | 

11. indwelling luſts are Foxes that ſpoil the vines of 
Jeſus* church and people (a). How ſecretly they lodge! 
how connected with earthly things! how noted their 
craft and deceit ! the crookedneſs of their paths ! their 
deſperate ſtubbornneſs under trouble and conviction ! 
their friendſhip with the old ſerpent, and his ſeed ! Ah, 
how filthy, noiſome, and abominable ! how readily they 
pretend to be graces, virtues, or innocent-things ! how 
inſatiably voracious! how unweariedly ſet upon miſchief ! 
how hurtful to ſaints, chiefly weak ones, and their ten- 
der graces ; by attempting to unſettle, or root them 
out ; or by depriving them of ther ſap ! Ah! how they 
peel God's choice vine! ſtrip his trees of righteouſneſs ! 
tread them down! gnaw off their bloſſoms of holineſs ! 
and mar them with earthly cares ! Lord Jeſus, take for 
me, theſe foxes, even the little foxes; hunt them out, 
with thy good Spirit: ſtarve them, in their dwellings ; 
let me make no proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 
thereof. Catch them in the trap of thy promiſe ; hide 
thy word in my heart, that I may not ſin againſt thee. 
Deluge my ſoul, their horrid den, with a plentiful ap- 
plication of thy blood and grace : inflame my heart with 
thy love: on theſe foxes caſt burning coals, and indig- 
nation ſtrong : perſecute and deſtroy them from under 
theſe heavens ; thy curſe unto them. 

12, Sin is called witTcncRrarFT (5b), In what fear- 
ful league with Satan, it enters and fixes our ſoul, and 
entices us to worſhip him! With what infernal influence 
and envy, it deceives, waſtes, and ruins our whole man ! 


When convinced of our wickedneſs, and danger, how 


unable and unwilling it readers us to eſcape ! How ef- 
ſectually it excites and teacheth heretics, to ſubvert our 
ſouls, and ſeduce us from the truth! | 

13. It is called REBELLroN (c). How oppoſite to 
the law, and authority of God, our rightful Sovereign, 
and our ſolemn vows to be his! What fearful diſorder it 
makes in the world ! What a daring attempt to dethrone 


Song ii. 15. ) Gal. iii. 1. (c) 1 Sam. xv. 23. 
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the Almighty ! to put down his laws and dominion ! tg 
deprive him and his choſen friends of their life“! and to 
ſet up its own, and the throne, laws, and government, 
of Satan! Ah! vile rebellion, as the fin of witchcraft! 

But, O Jeſus, who receivedſt [gifts for men, even for 
the rebelhous, that God the Lord might dwell among 
them, why ſhould my ſoul continue to rebel againſt thee, 
my Saviour ! to commit high treaſon againſt my God! 
Why expole herſelf to endleſs wo? Shall neither mer. 
cies melt, nor terrors awe ? Why ſhould I revolt from 
under thy yoke ? O forgive me, for I know not what 
I do. | 

14. It is called a wanDERING and STRAYING from 

God (a). Thereby we loſe our firſt eſtate ; go out of 

our proper way; do, we know not what, or why; go, we 
know not whither ; turn our back on the Moſt High; 
Joſe his favour, preſence, and bleſſing. Ah! to what 
inexpreſſible danger we are expoled ! How ready to 
hearken to falſe guides How hard, nay impoſſible for 
us, to return to God, of our own accord ! Lord, bring 
2 back from Baſhan hill, and from the deeps of the 
ea! 

15. It is called wnorEDon (5). Thereby we break 
our coyenant-marriage with God; admit Satan, the 
world, and our luſts, into his room; by whom we con- 
ceive and bring forth the infernal progeny of ſiaful de- 
fires, and wicked courſes, How baſe and ſhameful in its 
nature! Ah, how it takes away, hardens, and ſtupifies 
our heart, making us refuſe to be aſhamed, when we 
commit abomination ! What wretched pleaſure we take 
therein, while our ſtrength is thereby inſeoſibly waſted! 

and we expoſed to poverty, infamy, and endleſs death 

16, Indwelling fin is called LusTs (e). What a va- 
riety of ſinful inclinations and diſpoſitions, are therein 
comprehended! How reitleſsly and unweariedly it 
chooſes! how violently, unreaſonably, and ſecretly, 
it puſheth us into the moſt finful and ſhametul acts]! In 
the ſaints, how it luſteth and warreth againſt the grace 
of God ! In others, how oft it renders them like fed 
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harſes, digt, or ſwine, with the impetuous violence 
of fleſhly luſt! When it ſpeaketh fair, believe it not; 
there are ſeven abo ninations therein. : 

17. It is called a Law OF $IN in our members (a). O 
its power and authority over us! How it obliges and 
forceth us to ſtudy conformity to its dictates, and to ful- 
fil its luſts, employing the powers of our foul, to com- 
mit ſinful acts! O were I fully dead to this law, that 
might live uato God! When I would do good, how 
ſadly is evil preſent with me! | 

18. Sin is called IN IC uit or UNRIGHTE OUS» 
„Ess (b), It is the very reverſe of the righteous nature, 
and holy and juſt Taw of God. It is an univerſal rob- 
bery and fraud; thereby we rob God of his due honour, 
love, obedience, and regard; ourſelves of our holiceſs 
and felicity, and of every proper means to regain it; 
our neighbour, of all true love, eſteem, and regard; 
and the very creation of its proper eaſe, uſe, and ho- 
nour. 

19. Sin is called wickxEDNESs. and ENMITY (e). 
Ah! the inveterate, unreaſonable, and fixed malice a- 
gainſt God, and the welfare of creation, therein con» 
tained! Nor can it be transformed into any other 
ſhape. Lord, though enmity cannot be changed, yet 
ſlay it, and change my heart! Ah! is hatred my return 
for thy redeeming love! Why, my foul, art thou 
proud! art thou at eaſe! Enmity againſt God is all 
thou canſt ſtrictiy call thine own! Long, long, my: 
ſin, thou haſt dwelt too near my heart; hence to eter- 
nal diſtance flee ! 

20. It is called UNCLEANNESS; an ABOMINABLE 
THING 3 AN ABOMINATION; an HORRIBLE THING (). 
It is the very reverſe of the beauty, comelineſs, and 
purity of God; it is the murderer of Jeſus Chriſt : it de- 
files every thing it touches; renders the plowing and: 
prayer of the wicked an abomination: it ſpreads through» 
our whole man; renders our perſon, heart, and prac- 
tice, ugly and noiſome to God, that, in our natural ſtate,, 
he cannot look towards us without the utmolt. abhor-- 


() Rom. vii. 22. (5) Rom. vi. 19. (c) Zech. v. 8 Rom. 
vi. l. 7. (1) Zech. xiii. t. Jer. xliv. r. 
H h 3. rence ; 


366 ; Sacred Tropolegy. 


rence ; nor can his angels or ſaints delight in, or behold te 
us with pleaſure, Direful monſter, may I never look m 
upon thee, without deteſtation and horror! Far may! lu 


flee from thy preſence, and lothe myſelf for thy ſake! 
O the omnipotent virtue of that blood which cleanſeth 
from all fin ! that can waſh the Ethiopian into comeli. / 
| neſs! the lothſome, the worſe than awallowing ſow, in- 
to purity ! | 
21, It js repreſented as .F01LY and MADNEss (a). e 
How (tupid and unteachable ! How unreaſonable, cruel, 
and miſchievous to ourſelves and others, it renders us 
By it we reject God the chief good; rage againſt the 
Almighty ; preſumpruouſly ruſh- on his neck, and upon 
the chief boſſes of his buckler. How effectually it tranſ- 
forms us into proud and prating fools! Ah, how de- 
ſtitute of delight in wiſdom ! it is too high for, and ha- 
ted by us, How we deſpiſe a God, a Father's inſtruc 
tion! How Chriſt crucified, the power of God, and 
the wiſdom of God, and every ſpiritual thing, are anl. 
i/hneſs to us! neither can we by rature know them; for 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned } So faſt is /olly b-und up 
in our heart, that even rods of manifold correction 
drive it nat far away. Our heart is at our left band, 
ſet upon earthly and ſinful objects; its proper reſolu- 
tions are faint, and ill put in practice. Its eyes, its 
thoughts, and deſires, are in the ends of the earth, 
F:t upon vanity, or things we have no concern with, 
Though deceitfal above all things, how fondly we ul 
it! Alas, how we hate reproof ! how we rage and art 
confident, in proceeding from evil to worſe! How right 
in our eyes is our evil way! What a /port to many, 4 
do miſchief ! What anger againſt God, againſt a gra- 
cious Saviour, and bleſſed Spirit, againſt our neighbour, 
refteth in our boſom! is, with pleaſure and delight, 
lodged and entertained in our heart! What outrageous 
wrath and paſſion, heavier than the ſand, is oft rouzed 
in our breaſt! In the multitude of our words, how ma- 
nifeſt our folly! In our mouth, how «n/cemly are pa- 
ral e, and excellent ſpeech! How unconcernedly ut- 1 
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tered ! and how inconſiſtent with our practice! In our 
mouth, what à rod of proud boaſting, and arrog ant ca- 
lumny! How readily our /ips enter into contention, 
meddling with ſtrife, with vain jangling, and idle diſ- 
putes not pertaining to us! Alas! how oft our mouth 
ſeeds upon, takes pleaſure in, and in the molt plentiful 
manner pours forth, and proclaims fooli/hneſs, vain, 
empty trifles! How wickedly it uttereth flander ; caſt- 
eth abroad arrows and death in bitter words; and faith, 
Am I not in ſport? Ah! how oft the inſtrudion given 
by our lips and our life 7s but abſurd, /ai/y/ How oft is 
our mouth the means of deſtru tion to ourſelves and o- 
thers! How oft we anſwer a maitzr to God, or to 
men, before we hear, conſider, or underitand it! By 
our prating, how oft we fall into ſnares! What a per- 
verting of our way is our whole practice! What a mad 
running to the correctian of lock: ! How then, can He- 
our be ſeemly for, or God take pleaſure in us! How 
oft we die for want of wiſdom and have ſhame given 
us for our promotion! How oft our proſperity hardens, 
and tends to deſtroy us! How rarely do hundreds f 


ſiripes make any proper impreſſion upon us! Nor, 


though brayed in a mortar of adverſuy, does our ſooli/h- 
neſs depart from us! Alas, what an Seavineſs! what 


a gfiet! what a calamity ! what wafte's what baniſh- 


ers, it oft makes us to our natural parents ! our churches, 
or families! and chiefly to our God, and his faith» 
ful paſtors ſet over us 
22. [tis repreſented as $LOTH Or SLUGGISHNESS (3). 

It makes us delight in ſtanding a the day idle. It 
rende:$ us averſe to act for our fouls; for the glory af 
God, or good of our neighbour. Lord, how ſluggiſh ! 
how inactive, to poſſeſs the promiſed land, is my ſoul ! 
What thorny hedges of difficulty, and bears and lions 
of unavoidable danger, do I oft imagine in the moſt clear, 
plain, and ſafe paths of duty! How oft hide 1 my 
hand in my bojom, and refuſe to put it to my mouth, 
with the all-nouriſhing bread of life! How oft my emp- 
ty deſires kill and ſtarve me! I defire, and have not, 
becauſe my hands refuſe to labour, Next to nothing 


(a) Prov. vi. 6. 
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have I to 7. which I took in hunting ; ſhall not then 
my /othful foul ſuffer hunger ?* Shall not my Nothfulneſs 
caſt me into a deep ſleep ? Shall not the building of my 
grace, profeſhon, or practice, decay and drop through ? 
Shall not the vineyard of my heart and converſation be 
overgrown with thorns of iniquities, and nettler cover 
the face thereof; and the ſlone- wall of vigilance be bro- 
Ren down, ? Shall not my /loth lay me under the baſeſt 
flavery and tribute; and drouſinefs cover me with rags ? 
Go to the ant, thou ſluggiſh ſoul, confider her ways, 
and be wiſ? ; gather thy meat in the ſummer, and prepare 
thy food in the harveſt, that thou ſtarve not in the eter- 
nal ſtate, Plough up thy fallow- ground, that thou be 
not for ever wretched. Be thou no more as & /moke to 
the eyes of the God who made, who ſent thee into life, 
Say no more, A little fleep, a little lumber ; à little 


 felding of the hands to fleep ; for fo ſhall thy eternal ps. 


veriy come upon thee as one that travelleth, and thy 
"want as an armed man, ſuddenly and irreſiſtibly. 

23. Indwelling fin is repreſented as a HARD and s ro- 
NY Heart (a). It renders our foul barren, inſenſible, 
rough, and impenetrable, as a rock or adamant-l(tone, 


- While under the reigning power of it, the rain of divine 


ordinances, and ſeed of inſpiration, are Joſt upon, and 
harden us Miniſters, who are ſent to hew us with the 
hammer of God's word, and troubles, make no proper 
impreſſion upon us, till Jeſus break our heart with his 
power, and melt it in the fire of his Spirit and love, 
Lord, am I ſuch hel} hardened ſteel, that mercy will 
not melt me! No; overcome by bleeding love, I dil- 
ſolve, I melt beneath the croſs. 

24. It is called Fif8n (5). It is of a baſe, vile, 
worthlefs, and putrifying nature. It is conveyed to us 
with our body; and is much influenced, modified, and 


exerted thereby. It renders us carnal and fleſhly ; 


makes us to mind, love, think of, and chiefly care for, 
the things of the fleſh; to dwell in the fleſh, under is 


abſolute power and authority; to walk after it, accor- 
ding to its dictates and inclinations; and to war after 


(4) Ezek. XXXvI. 26. (9 Rom. viii. 2 8 
| it, 


bs oaS WW es Buy trk ic + tio ' 


——_ m —_— OY nn aA „ 


Of wetaphors reſpecting fin in general. 369 


it, from ſinful ends and motives, and in a carnal, mali - 
cious, and paſhonate manner. 

25. Sin is called a sTRONG HOLD (a), How advan» 
tageous its ſituation, and deep its toundation in our R 
heart !' How dreadful its impenetrableneſs! unclean» 
neſs! extent! ſteepneſs! and height! How numerous 
the deep pits of its entangling ſnares ! How abundant its 
proviſion for a ſinful life; and its fulneſs of infernal ar- 
mour! How many and ſecret its means of communi» 
cation with Satan and the world! He is the governor ; 
| our predominant Juſt is the citadel ; our actual tranſgreſ- 
fon the outworks, Lord Jeſus, demoliſh it; raze, 
raze it, to the foundation; heap up mounts of re- 
deeming grace, and take it, 
| 26, It, with the Jaw-curſe attending it, 1s Satan's 
armour (). Thereby he fights againſt the divine Sa- 
riour, coming to reſcue and deliver us. Ignorance and 
ſtupidity are his helmit ; unbelief and legality his ſhield ; 
pride, unconcern, obſtinacy, and deſpair, his breaſts 
plate; enmity and error his ſword, Lord, ſpoil him of 
this armour, wherein he truſteth. 

27. It is called LEAven, and OLD LEAVEN (c). 

How ſour and diſagreeable in its nature to God, good 
angels, and men! How its influences ſpread into, add .x 
infects all our powers, and work! The former it ren- 
ders full of, and ready inſtruments of iniquity unto ini» 
quiiy. The latter, our ploughing and prayer not ex- 
cepted, it renders abomination to the Lord. Nor, like 
old leaven, is fin good for any thing but to deſile. 
28. It is compared to voisox (4). It inflames our 
heart with enmity, malice, and rage, againſt God and 
men. Quickly it infe&as and corrupts our whole man. 
It begets an inſatiable thirſt after ſinful and carnal plea- 
ſure and profit. Like the poiſon of aſps, how effec» 
tually it Julls us afleep ! And however pleaſant and ta- 
king at firſt, it becomes painful and mortal at laſt, Be- 
ing of itſelf contrary to their new nature, it is painful 
to the ſaints, Being agreeable to the nature of the 
wicked, theſe venomous bealts, it breeds them no pain, 
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but in its conſequences; nor can it be expelled, but by 
the convincing, illi minating, and ſanctifying oil, ar in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt. 

29. It is compared to lothſome voir (a). How 
. uncomely, diſagreeable, and deteſtable! How convic- 
tion makes us throw it up by vexation, confeſhon, or 
true repentance ! How ſhameful and wicked, by return- 
ing to fins formerly paining, reſolved againſt, or re- 
pented of, to ſwallow up what was once thrown up! 

30. It is compared to a $8TING (5). From the old 
ſerpent, the devil, it proceeds; and renders afflictions, 
death, and every thing in the ſyſtem of nature, hurtful and 
deadly to us. How infectious its poiſon, ſpreading into, 
and corrupting all our powers, and poiſoning every act of 
enjoyment in our natural ſtate! At firſt its wounds 
feel pleaſant; but, in the end, how painful and tor- 
menting! Nor without faith in the ſlain Redeemer, ex- 
alted on the pole of the goſpel, can they be healed, or 
the corruption rooted out. Thrice bleſſed nE, who 
ſucked the venom of my wounds into himſelf, bearing 
mine iniquities, that 1 might obtain health and cure; 
might have death, trouble, and every thing elſe unſtiog- 
ed to my ſoul; and might ſafely tread on dragons and 
ferpents of the pit ! 

3. It is compared to a wounD (c). It is the effect 
of the bite, the ſting of the old ſerpent. And ah, how 
inveterate ! how envenomed! how deep, ſpreading, 
and extenſive! How filthy, noiſome, and infectious 
How painful, ſhameful, and deadly a wound! Alas, 
how it weakens our ſoul ! mars and withers our beauty ! 
how it hinders our proper exerciſe, and pollutes all we 
do! Lord, heal my lothſome diſeaſe, my painful 
a that ſtink, and are corrupt : my folly makes it 
o. 
32. It is a FLAGUE and LOTHSOME DISEASE (4). 
It is the corrupt humour of our ſoul; and a heavy 
judgment on mankind, How myſterious in its nature 
and ſource | How quickly it overſpreads our whole na- 


ture and life! How ſhameful, nauſeous, and of itſelf | 


(a) Jer. xlvii. 16. (b) 1 Cor. xv. 56. (c Pſal. xxxviii. 
5. 8. 9. (4) 1 Kings viii. 38. Pſa l. xxxviii. 7. 
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deſperate, the diſeaſe! How abominable it renders us 
to God and good men! and mars our fellowſhip with 
them! Alas! by its influegce, how is our ſoul pined a- 
way, and weakened! Our heart ſwells with pride and 
ſelf· conceit. Our voice, our converſe, our prayer, our 
praiſe, is diſagreeable. Oar breath ſtinks with idle 
and corrupt communication. Our bowels burn with 
defire after ſinful pleaſures, and carnal enjoyments. 
Our inner man is dead while we live]; and daily caſts forth 
the putrid ſtuff of abominable actions! o 

33. It is compared to sick NES (a). Sprung from 
eating of forbidden fruit, how it affects our heart; and 
thence ſpreads into our whole man, and every concern ! 
How it extends to our. whole race, and fickens the low- 
er part of the creation for our ſake! How gradually 
it weakens our ſoul ! haſtens our eternal death ! reſtrains 
and unfits us for our work! How dangerous, if long 
continued in! When felt, how grievous to be born! 
But ah ! what multitudes lying under it, are in a perpe- 
tual rove, or moonſtruck madneſs, till everlaſting bura- 
ings bring them to their ſenſes! My ſoul, when I ſee 
my ſickneſs and my wound, call Jeſus the Phyſician of 
value; let him, by conviction, by effectual calling, by 
juſtification and ſanctiſication, make me whole! Quickly 
may he bring me to that happy place, where the inha- 
bitant ſhall not ſay, I am fick, 

34. It is repreſented as a DEATH (c). Hereby our 
happy relations to God and his creatures are broken and 
diſſolved, Hereby we are rendered incapable to deſire, 
think, or act, to any good purpoſe. Hereby we loſe our 
beauty and freſhneſs. Our whole man is turned into a 
repole and repaſt of infernal vermin, of fiends and cor- 
ruptions, We forget God, and our everlaſting concerns 
are altogether lothſome and abominable; and bring 
forth fruit to eternal death. Alas' how this death 
worketh in me! Not often, but alway am I in it; not 
a ſtep betwixt my ſoul and it! Who ſhall deliver me 
from ſo great a death! Who but thee, O Jeſus, who 
quickeneſt the dead, and calleſt things that are not, as 
though they were! / 


/ 
(a). Matth. viii. 12. (% Eph. ii. I. 


35. It 
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25. It is compared to a FIRE (a), How fearfully it 
inflames our heart with Juſt, with enmity, and rage a- 
gainſt God! How furiouſly and effeQually it conſumes our 
foul! How impoſſible for any creature to withſtand or 
quench it! How terrible to ſuch as are graciouſly a- 
wakened ! But what millioas are devoured by it in their 
fleep! How oft on earth it burns up thorns and briers 
of wicked men! and conſumes foreſts, whole nations, 
armies, with flaming deſtruction! How it burns the 
reprobate world into endleſs fire! Lord Jeſus, quench 
It in me, in thoufands, with thy blood. 

36. It is compared to a cLouD and THICK CLOUD (6), 
Ah, how innumerable, as the particles of a cloud, are its 
luſts and acts! How it interpoſes between us and out 
God, and our heavenly glory! What terrible ſhadows 
of deſtruction it caſts over us! How fearfully it threat- 
ens us with thunder bolts, and ſweeping deluges of di- 
vine wrath! With you, ſaints, how it damps your ſpi- 
rits! forebodes ſtorms of chaſtiſement! While under 
the cloud, how oft your hearts quake with the voice of 
thunder! What darkneſs ard ſhadow of death are o- 
ver your ſoul ! | By thy forgiving grace, by thy ſhiving 
rays, by the gracious wind of thine influence, do thou, 
Jeſus, diſpel the cloud, and give day to my inward 
powers. "BENE 

37. It is compared to a MOUNTAIN or hi (c), 
How fixed in our heart! How dreadful] its height! 
How fearful and inconceivable its weight! If it fail on 
us, by conviction or puniſhment, how it cruſhes and 
ſinks our ſoul toward the lowett hell! How fearfully 
it interpoſes between God and us! What noxious ſpi- 
rits and curſes do, as it were. reſide therein! Almigh- 
ty Saviour, orice willingly cruſhed under its weight, in 
mercy come leaping over it to my ſoul ; melt it down 
with thy love; touch and waſte it away by thy grace 
remove, overturn it; caſt it into the-deeps of forget- 
fulneſs, the deeps of thy precious blood. O ro ſee thy 
bleeding love prevail, till the higheſt mountains of wy 
guilt and corruption be covered! O for a firm faith, 


(a) If. ix. 18. ( If. xliv. 22. (c) Iſ. xiv. 1. Song ii. 8. 
effeQually 
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effeQually to bid this mountain remove, and be caſt in- 
to the deeps of the ſea ! | 

38. It is compared to a vixE (a). Alas how it 
flouriſhes and ſpreads its branches'! what claſters of a- 
bomination and miſery it produceth ! how ſour, hurtful 
to all, diſagreeable to every ſenſible ſoul, its grapes ! 
its actual tranſgreſſions ! In the iſſue, how fearfully they 
ſet the teeth on edge! fill us with anxiety and pain! 
How oft «vickedneſs grows up 41 a tree, is had in repu- 
tation ! and pride buds! But the b/2/om ſhall go up as 
duſt; the fruit is unto ſhame and death; the tree with 
its fruits, haſten us to eternal wo, Ah! how its roots 
are faſtened in me, as with a band of iron and brafs ! 
Lord Jeſus, lay the ax of thy word and rod thereto ! 
Bleſſed earthquake, bleſſed ſtorm of death, make haſle, 
diſſolve my frame, tear up my fin by the root, let my 
evickedneſs be broken, and cut off as a tree. 

39. It is compared to an EVIL TREASURE (5). Its 
great reſidence is the hidden cabinet of our heart. How 
carefully we keep and conceal it as a ſweet morſe] un- 
der our tongue! Ah! how we daily live upon it! How 
many are proud of, and reckon themſelves eariched by 
it! How inexhauſtible its fulneſs with what mad haſte 
do many laboriouſly increaſe it, adding (in to fin, till 
the meaſure of their iniquity be full ! and treaſuring up 
for themſelves, wrath againſt the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of Ged ! | 

40. It is repreſented as a ÞEBT (c). It includes our 
neglect of the obedience we owe to God's law; it in- 
- volves us in the obligation of infinite ſatisfaction to his 
juſtice. The longer we continue therein, the debt the 
more increaſes, And ah ! how fearfully it occaſions our 
hatred of God, our creditor ! our averſion to ſelf-exa- 
mination ! our abhorrence, and ſomctines terror, of 
death aud judgment, our times of account! How it ex- 
poſeth us to the arreſt of conſcience, the priſon of hell, 
and the eadleſs fury of an angry God! O awful, un- 
bounded debt, which God alone can pay ! nor he, but 
at the expence of his wealth, his blood, his lif! O his 


{o) Ezek. vii. ro. and xyili. 2. Jer. xxxi. 30. (5) Matth. xii. 35 
C) Mattl M. 12. 
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grace in forgiving me, his enemy, my ten. thouſand ta- 
lents! Let not me continue in fin, becauſe grace doth 
abound. 

41.. Sin is called a REPROACH (2). How clearly it 
manifeſts our baſe birth, that we are of our father the 
devil! and our baſe heart, that it is Iittle worth, and 

fet upon miſchief! It exhibits us as treacherous, liars, 
haters of God, murderers of ourſelyes, f/led with all 
unrighteouſneſs, abominable and unclean, It expoſes 
us to the contempt of God, angels, and men, May 1 
never account it mine honour |! 

42. It is repreſented as a CORRECTOR and SCOURGE 
(5). What ſtrokes ! what laſhes of conſcience and pro- 
vidence, our iniquities bring upon us! How oft their 
juſtful motions haraſs and diſquiet vs ? How oft our ſin- 
ful methods of relief and happineſs involve us in further 
trouble! How oft are our fins plainly marked on our 
judgments! or we are given up to our luſts, to. puniſh 
us for our former wickedneſs ! 

43. It is repreſented as a WEIGHT and BURDEN ; 
and perhaps as a TALENT of lead in an efhah(c). How 
dreadful its impreſſion! How heavily it hangs upon ſin- 
ners ! unfits them for running their ſpiritual race, or 
working out their ſalvation! What multitudes it ſinks 
to the deeps of divine judgments, and of the loweſt 
hell! How it cruſhes the hearts of perſons convinced 

bruiſes and breaks their bones, and makes them weary 
of their life! What an oppreſlive load to the ſaints! 
None but thee, O Jeſus, could ſuſtain its weight; nor 
thou, without ſweating, groaning, and dying, under its 
guilt ; nor can any other remove it from my ſoul! _ 

44. It is compared to a BOND; BAN D; CHAIN; 
yoxs (4). Ahl what crimes it ſuppoſes or includes 
what ſlavery it imports ! what puniſhment it forebodes ! 

How effectually it confines our fool, and reſtrains her 
from acting or moving in the way of holineſs! How it 
binds men to Satan's door polts ! fixes them in his pri- 
fen; cauſeth them to draw ia his plough 3 and dig up 
miſchief! Ah! how mary reckon theſe chains of dark- 


(a) T rov. xiv. 34. (b) Jer. ii. 19. (e) Pſal. xxxviii. 4. 
Ze h. v. 7 dd, Iſ. vii. 6. 


neſs, 


\ ar 


— 


neſs, ignorance, and wo, their honour; a chain and 
ornament of grace to their neck 


45. It is compared to GARMENTS (a). How fully 


the habits and acts of fin encompaſs our whole nature 
and life! How oft they plainly mark what, and whoſz: 


we are! How they contribute to warm our inward luſt! 


How fearfully lined with the divine curſe | How fadly 
they protect our heart from God's arrows of conviction ; 
and prevent our penitential ſhame ! Though our belt 
deeds be but filthy rags, how oft we take pleaſure in, 
and glory of them! Lord Jeſus, remove theſe 9e 
garments, and give me change of raiment. 

46. It is compared to a sror in garments, or the 
like (6). It is altogether vile add unſightly. It mats 
all the beauty of our heart, and ſpoils the robes of our 
converſation. It defiles our beſt duties: nor can it he 
waſhed out, but by Jeſus' blood and Spirit. By his 
mercy and truth applied to my ſoul, and his cauſing me 


to imitate him therein, may my ſpots be waſhed out: 


and by fearing him, may I depart from evil. 

47. It is compared to the so and SCARLET co- 
Jour of wool or garments (c). What horrid murder of 
our God, our Saviour, ourſelves, our neighbour, ic in- 
cludes ! How faſt it cleaves to our nature and practice! 
How viſible and terrible to behold ! and what a ſhock- 
ing mark of God's warfare with us; and preſage of his 
ſhedding the blood of our ſoul! Lord, what profit is in 
my blood, that I ſhould go down to the pit! By the ap- 


plication of thine, make my deep-dyed crimes white as 
ſnow ; fully forgive and purge them away. 


48. It is repreſented as FILTHY NAK DNEs (4). 
How ſhameful and odious is it to God, angels, and 
ſaints! What ſhocking impudence, to be unaſhamed 
of it! or to be careleſs of having Jeſus' righteouſneſs 
ſpread over us, to cover it! 


(s) Col. iti. 9. 6) Dent zl. 5 0 10 i. 18, 


(4) IC iti. 18. 
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SECT. II. 
Of a finful ſtate or condition. 


1. State of fin is called the GALL or Blrrr- 

VESS (a). While one continues therein, no 
property is in him beſides fin, that infinitely bitter thing, 
Nothing he enjoys that is not poiſoned and embitter. 
ed to him, To the bitterneſs of divine vengeance, of 
eternal death, it expoſes him. Lord, to how many iz 
even bitterneſs ſweet ! 

2. A ſinful ſtate, or a condition of eſtrangement from 
God, and of prevalent corruption, reſembles a WII DEI. 
NESS (b), In it, how ſad the wandering from God 
how many the bypaths! how eminent the dangers! 
how numerous the wild beaſts of evil angels and finful 
inclinations! what want of proper proviſion and com- 
panions! how violent the (torms of trouble! May! 
go up from it, leaning on my Beloved ! by him alone as 
my guide, my way, can I eſcape out of it. 

3. It reſembles a DEE and ett (c). What ſinking 
fears. and diſcouragements! what increaſing entangle- 
ment and perplexity! what nearneſs to hell! what 
deſilement and deſpair, abound therein! How little wa. 
ter of conſolation to refreſh our fainting heart! Out of 
the deeps have I cried unto thee, O Lord, 

4. It reſembles a rRIsoN (d). How ſhameful to be 
in it! how evidential of guiit! how unhappy; un- 
healthful ; and reſtrictive of liberty | How deſtitute of 
ſpiritual warmth, reſt, water, or wine of conſolation! 


In what momentary hazard are we of being brought 


forth to further ſhame and trouble! © bring my ſou 


out of priſon, that I may glorify thy name. 


5. It reſembles DpaRKNESS (e). How horrid and 
diſagreeable ! What idleneſs, perplexity, confuſion, 


(a) Acts viii 23. Song vill. 5. c Pſal. xl. 2. and 
xxx. I. Zech. ix. 11. (4) Iſ. Ixi. 1. (e) Eph. v. 8. 
diſarder, 
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diſorder, fear, and danger, attend it! O turn my 


darkneſs into light. 


6. It reſembles a wix TER (a). What clouds of 


guilt interpoſe between God and our ſoul ! How great 
our diſtance from Chriſt, the Sun of righteouſneſs ! 
What miſts of darkneſs and ignorance confound our 
mind! To what ſtorms of temptation, trouble, or 
wrath, are we expoſed! How hard and frozen our 
hearts, that neither word nor providence of God can 
impreſs them! How barren of every good word and 


work! How' deſtitute of inward warmth of love to Je- 


ſus* perſon, covenant, caufe, ordinances, or people! 
How unclean, flippery, difficult, and dangerous our 
paths! How are both heart add way deluged with 
floods of corruption, to the marring of our fpiritual fel- 
lowſhip with God, and with one another! How un- 
fouriſhing and unſightly our whole appearance! O my 
ſou}; is this winter paſt, and the rain over and gone | 
7. It reſembles DEATH and the GRave (5). Alas, 
how it ſeparates us from our true friends! How unſight- 


ly it renders us to God and his ſervants ! How therein. + 


we are ſhut up to our Juſts! how buried in ſtupidity, 
forgetfulneſs, and filthineſs ! hid, amid earthly and fin- 
ful cares and pleaſures! nor can any, beſides thee, © 
Reſurrection and Life, quicken and bid us go forth. 


* 
Of a flated conrſe and practice of fin. 


I, A Wilful courſe of fin is repreſented as a Tx AD 

and OCCUPATION (c). With what delibera- 
tion, activity, conſtancy, and delight, do unregenerate 
men commit iniquity in every thought, word, and deed ! 
As of thedevil, they attend conſtantly to this very thing; 
commit fin, weave ſpiders webs, waſte their time, 
thoughts, and ſubſtance, in what may enſnare others, 
but cannot profit, nor cover themſelves; hatch cocka- 


(J Song ii. 11. () Eph ii 1. 7. ( x John iii. 8. 9. 
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trice eggs, do miſchief to themſelves, and all around, 
Ah! why not rather chuſe, and labour for, the better 
part, that ſhall never be taken from them! 

2. It is a WARFARE aſter the fleſh (a). With what 
craft, rage, and vigour, we therein oppoſe God, his 
truths, his ordinances, and people, and ſeek to injure 
them! How long, my ſoul, haſt thou ſerved day and 
nigbt, winter and ſummer, in this horrid campaign! 

3. It is a WALKING in and after the fleſh (b). With 
what deliberation, pleaſure, and progreſs in evil, do 
we therein follow our indwelling luſts as our guide! 
andstake Satan's will, and the pattern of an evil world, 
for our way! move gradually towards deſtruction, al- 
ways acting under the influence of ſinful and caroal prin- 
ciples, motives, and ends!. Lord, againſt me ſtop the 
way. | 
4. It is compared to the RUNNING OF A RACE (c). 
With vain hopes of reward, do wicked men. ſet out 
therein; and with what amazing activity, they, at their 
eternal hazard, contend with one arother, in doing e- 
vil! And ah how quickly, if mercy prevent not, ſhall 
they attain the goal of endleſs ruin ! 

5. It is compared to DRUNKENNESS (d). With 
What pleaſure, greed, ſtrong deſire, do eyil men drink 
up iniquity, drink up ſcorning, follow after, and com- 
mit fin ! indulge themſelves in blaſphemous ſcoffs, till 
their conſcience be thereby ſtupified, their heart diſtraQ- 
ed and enraged! O may 1, for ever, drink of the 
"well of Bethlehem, of the fountain of living waters, 
and ſtreams from Lebanon. 

6. It is compared to a WALLOWIRNG in the mire (e). 
How altogether abſurd and ſhameful! How therein 
our beſt works do more and more defile us! Lord, 
when wilt thou pluck me out, and carry me home, that 
I may wallow no more 

7. It is repreſented as a GROWTH in fin, a FILLING 
UP THE MEASURE of iniquity (/). Therein wicked 
men flouriſh and increaſe in wickedneſs, grow worſe and 
worſe, more bold and active in it, till they attain, that 


(4) 2 Cor. x 3. (5) Rom. viii. 4. (9 If lix 7 ( Job 
IV. 16. (e) 2 Pet, Ii. 22. (/) Matil. xxill. 32. : 
height 
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height and . at Ia God hath determined to- 
cut them off, 

8, It is called a cxooxED war (a). How unſight- 
ly ! ſelf-inconſiſtent ! grievous! and inconſtant! And 
how contrary to the even rule of the divine law! How 
oft, Lord, are my ways ſo crooked, that none but ghee 
can know them! 

9. It is called a IRE (5), How terribly it increaſes. 
our enmity and rage againſt God! How inexpreſhbly - 
dangerous, burning us up, and hurrying us to the ven- 
geance of eternal fire! Lord, ſave from this TaBERAn ; 
this infernal burning, 

10. It is compared to DARKNESS (c). Nothing in 
it is inſtructive, comfortable, or edifying. It perplex - 
es, blinds, agd occaſions ſpiritual ſtumbling to all a- 
round, 


SECT... 
Of particular courſes or act of fin. 


I. Of leſſer and greater ſm. | 


Eſſer fins are compared to MoTES in the eye, 

and to GNATsS, While greater are likened to 
BEAMS and CAMELS (4). The very leaſt are hurtful. 
and blinding, and will be painful to the ſaints ; but o- 
thers are more abvious and aggravated. 


II. of idolatry. 
1. Idolatry, or falſe worſhip, is repreſented as a 
compaſſing God about with lies and deceit (e). Fallely, it 


ſoppoſes the divinity of idols: deceitfully, it gives 


them the Honour due unto God, Does not my drawing 
near to God with my mouth, and. honouring him with 


(a) Pſal. cxxv 5. (6) Jo, 2 ( c) Prov. iy. * (4) Matth. 
vb. 3, and xxili. 24 e) Hoſ. Li. 12. 
| | my 
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my lips, while my heart is far from him, falſely ſuppoſe 
him a blind idol, and deceitfully flatter him ? | 

2. It is called a ſowing of the wind (a); to mark its 
vanity, unprofitableneſs, and hurtful influence. Ah, 
how many thereby reap the whirlwind of divine judg. 
ments! | 

3. It is called a hewing out of broken ciſterns, that can 
bold no water (b) ; to denote, that the hardeſt labour 
therein will bring no true advantage or comfort. 

4. It is called a ſeeding on aſhes (c). How vain, 
baſe, and hurtful! And what a manifeſt token of in- 
ward corruption and plagues ! q 

5. It is repreſented as wHOREDoOM-(d). Thereby 
the Hebrews and others did, or do break their mar- 
riage covenant with God, as his church; and admit 
idols into his room, as the darling of their heart, and 
object of their religious honour, 

6. It is repreſented as a ſetting up idols in the 
heart (e); to ſignify, that inward love to, and eſteem of 
idols, are the ſpring of the worſhip given them. 

7. Idols are repreſented as van1TY, they can do no 
good: as CARCASES, becauſe without life, and deteſt- 
able to God: as $TUMBLING-BLOCKS, as they occa- 
ſion mens falling into ſin and danger: as 'upright like 
the palm-tree, without any motion they remained fixed 
in their ereg poſture: as DUNG GODS, becauſe alto» 
gether contemptible and abominable : as TORMENTS, 


becaule they bring their worſhippers to miſery V). 


III. Of apeſlacy from Ged. 


1. Apoſtacy from God is called Back SLI Dix (g). 
How abſurd and contrary to light and reaſon! How 
gradual, and often inſenfible ! In the iſſue, how danger- 
_ ous! If any man draw back, God's ſoul will have no 
pleaſure in him. 

2. It is called a leaving of firft love (h), It implies 
an abatement of former eſteem, regard to, and defire 
after God, and his Chriſt. 


- (s) Hof: viii. 7 ) Jer. it. 13. (e) If. xliv. 20. (4) Ezek. 

XVI. and xxiii. (% Ezek. xiv. 4. () Jer. x. I5- 5. Ezek. 

xi. 4 II XIV. 16 (4) Jer. iii. 22. (6) Rev. ik 4. 8 
. 2, 


* 
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3. It is called à dealing treacherouſly (a). It is 
tranſacted contrary to ſolema yows, and under fair 
pretences of friendſhip. 

4. It is called a revolting from God (b). Therein we 
caſt off his authority and law; withdraw from him our 
ſubjection, and revenues of honour; and beſtow them 
upon ourſelyes, upon Satan, and the world. 


IV. Of carnal ſecurity. 


Carnal ſecurity is compared to a BED; a SLEEP; 
a SLUMBER; and DROWSINESS (c). How careleſs, 
languid, thoughtleſs, ignorant, and inſenſible it renders 
our ſoul! How averſe to beſtir ourſelves in queſt of a- 
ny ſpiritual good ! or to be awakened! How we lean 
on the pillows of our attainments and ſelf-righteouſneſs ! 
How we loſe our time, and expoſe our ſpiritual naked- 
neſs! How fondly we amuſe ourſelves with empty 
dreams and. imaginations, of the excellency and happi- 


\ neſs of our ſtate! and how readily we quarrel] with 


God's providence and miniſters, who attempt to rouze 
us up! 


V. Of bereſies. 


1. Hereſies, and their attending abominations, are 
called DEPTHS OF SATAN (4). By his agency, their 
authors cunningly frame them ; and pretend that a great 


_ deal of knowledge, wiſdom, and unſcarchable myſtery 


is contained in them. 
2. Falſe doQrines are compared to a ANKER Or GAN=- 


GRENE (e). How inſenlibly and gradually they waſte . 


and devour the churches of Chriſt, and ſouls of men! 
How effectually they wear out the vitals of religion; 
and even the form of godlineſs ! How difficult of cure 
But is there any thing too hard for the Lord? 

3. They are called vain BaBBLinG (J). How noi- 
ſy and fooliſh ! how unſubſtantial and unprofitable ! 


(a) Mal. ii. 11. 0) IC mxxi. 6. (c) Song iii. 1. and v. 2. 
(4) Rey. ii. 24. ( 2 Tim. iv 17 (J) 2 Tim. ii. 16. 


Feed 
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Feed not thyſelf, my ſoul, with theſe, but with Jeſus' 
words, which are ſpirit and liſe. 


VI. Of whoredom, 


1. Secret fin, eſpecially whoredom, is compared to 
STOLEN WATERS, and bread eaten in ſecret (a). What 
pleaſure and delight men take in it! how they exert 
themſelves to obtain it ! and what endeavours they uſe 
to hide it! 

2. Whoredom is compared to COALS OF FIRE, and 
a HOT OVEN (5). From the inward burning of abſurd 

and outrageous luſt it proceeds, Great is the danger of 
the molt diſtant approaches to it. Can a man take ſuch 
fire into his boſom? can he go upon theſe burning 
coals, and not be hurt, not be haſtened towards hell- 
fire ? 

3. It is repreſented as a bART ſtriking through one's 
liver (e). How quickly, how. unexpectedly - it ruins 
the powers of the ſon]! and the inward conſtitution of 
the body of theſe, who are given to it! 

4. Uaclean luſt is compared to the RAGE OF 4 STAL» 
LION (d). How broutiſh, ſhameleſs, furious, and com- 
manding its force! 


VII. Of oppreſſion of the poor, 

1. Oppreſſion of the poor is called a panting after the 
duſt on their head (e). Thereby the oppreſſors incline to 
rob them of every thing, and cruſh them to the duſt of 
death. | | 

21. It is reprefented as a ſelling them for a pair of 
ſhees (V); to mark how lightly the oppreſſor eſteems 
them; and for how little he is diſpoſed to ruin them. 

3, It is called a cru/hing and treading upon them (g) ; 

to ſignify the grievous, afflictive, and debaſing tendency 
thereof. 

4+ It is called a flaying of tbem; a chopping their 
zones; a ſrighting and tearing them in the manner of 


(a) Prov. ix. 17. Prov. vi. 27. 28. (c) Prov. vii. 
23- (4) Jer. v. 8. (e) Amos ii. 7. (/) Amos vill. 6. 
Amos v. 11. | 

- lions, 
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lions, wolves, or bears (a); to denote the inhuman 
craelty contained in it, and the utter ruin effected by 
it, 


5. It is repreſented as a building of houſes and cities 


by blood (5); becauſe oppreſſors rear theſe ſtructures. 


with the wealth extorted from others, to the endanger- 
ing of their life. | | 

6. It is called an eating of God 's people as bread (e); 
to mark the pleaſure and greed wherewith wicked men 


perſecute the perſons, ruin the character, and conſume 


the ſubſtance of the godly. 


VIII. Of prevailing fins. 


Prevailing fins, with their attending judgments, 
are called GREY HALIES (4). They manifelt their ſub- 
jects to have enjoyed their beſt days, and to be old in 
ſin, and withered, weak, and feeble, in their ſpiritual 
condition, and that their death and ruin haſtens apace, 


if mercy prevent not. And ah, how oft have mea theſe 


ſymptoms without knowing it ! 


IX. Of falſe hopes and joys. 


Falſe hopes and joys are likened to a Rush; a 
FLAG j a SPIDER'S WEB; a houſe built on the ſand (e); 
to mark how unſubſtantial they are; and how inca- 
pable to endure the ſtorms of trouble, conviction, or 
death, 


X. Of vain ſpeeches and imaginations, 


Vain ſpeeches and imaginations are likened to the 
zasT WInD (J); to ſignify how unſubſtantial, noiſy, 
blaſting, and hurtful they are. 


XI. Of ſelf righteouſneſs, 


Self-righteonſneſs reſembles a setDer's. wen, and 
FILTHY RAGS (g). How worthleſs, vile, unconne&- 


fa) Amos viii. 4 Mic. tit. 2. 3. 0 Hab. ii. 12. (c) Pſal. 
xiv. 4 (1) Hoſ. vii. 9. (e) Joh viii. 11.— 14. (V Job 

XV. 2. (2) If. hx. 4. and Ixiv. 6. 
ed, 


1 — 
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ed, and ſhame ful is it before God, and every con vinced 
conſcience * 1 


XII, Of perverting of judgment. 


Perverting of judgment is compared to HEMLOCk 
growing up in the furrows of the field (a) ; to denote 
how bitter, grievous, poiſonous, hnrtful, and  wide- 
ſpread it was. | 


SECT. V. 


Of temptations to ſin, 


1. Emptations to fin are repreſented as Trays ; 

SNARES; PITS (5). Unawares they ſeize us; 
firmly they retain us; and tend to promote our preſent 
and future ruin, O Jeſus, open mine eyes to diſcern 
them ; guide my feet in the way of peace. Break the 
ſnares, that I may eſcape. 

2. They are repreſented as 8 TUMBLING-BLOCKS (o). 
Ah how Satan and his agents lay them in our way ! To 
our own and others hurt, how heedleſsly we ruſh upon 
them!] and ſinfully ſtumble and fall in our converſa- 
tion! 

3. They are repreſented as DEvices and WILEs (4). 
With what craft do Satan and his agents deviſe and lay 
them before us! How well they are ſuited to our na- 
ture, temper, and circumſtance! How cunningly- are 
ſins therein repreſented to us as virtues ; as ſmall fins, 
that can be eaſily repented of, and may be readily for- 
given! How craftily we are diſſuaded from duty, as 
if unſeaſonable, unimportant, unplain, or dangerous ! 
Attend, my ſoul, be not ignorant of theſe devices, 

4. They are repreſented as a BUFFETING ROD ard 
THORN in the fleſh (e). Ah how they haraſs, oppreſs, 
and grieve ſome ; chiefly ſaints! and render them weary 


(a) Hof. x. 4. (ö) Joſh, xxii. 13. Prov. xx i. 14 (c) Ezek. 
Ni. 20. (d) 2 Cor it. 11. (ec) 2 Cor. xi. 7. ö 
0 
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of their life! My ſoul, what time thou art pricked or 
buffeted, have recourſe to Jeſus, that his grace may be 
ſafficient for me. 

5. They are repreſented as as1yTING (a). Ah how 
Satan, by them, troubles, toſſes, and tries the ſaints! .. 
But, bleſſed Redeemer. thou haſt prayed for them, that 
their faith fail not. None ſhall ſhake them ont of thy 
hand; nor ſhall the ſmalleſt ſtone of their number fall 
to the earth, | 

6. They are repreſented as a WRESTLING and WAR- 
Fart (b). How cloſely, how furiouſly, how craftily, 
do Satan and his agents therein ply the faints ! endea- 
your to trip up their hee!s ! overturn and ruin their ſoul! 
but God ſhall make them ſtand. \ 

7. They are repreſented as Fiery DARTS (c). From 
what qiſtance they may be caſt ! to heavenly ſouls how 
terrible their appearance! how ſuddenly and from what 
unexpected airth they ſtrike ! how fearfully they kindle 
the c>rruption of our heart! May I continually bathe 
myſelf in the fountain of a Saviour's blood, in the river. 
of his Spirit, that I may readily quench all the fer 
darts of the devil. | 


Q MS. rr ws ws 


CHAP. IX 


Of metaphors reſpecting proſperity, ſpiritual or tempe- 


ral. 


I, Roſperity is compared to irg (d). What uſe» 
fulneſs.and aptneſs for work attend it! If my 
gold or filver abound, be thou, my ſoul, lift up in the 
ways of the Lord; do good to others; and run in the 
"y of his commandments, when he enlarges my 
eart, 
2. It reſembles the having the head anointed with 
vil (e). In the enjoyment thereof men do, or ought, 
to appear comely, lovely, and cheerful, 


(a) Luke xxii. 32. (>) Eph. vi. 11. Chap. vi. 16 
4) Pſal. xxx. 5, (e) Pſal. xxiil. 5. 
K K 
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3. It is repreſented as a fitting under our own vines 
and fig trees, and a beating weapons of war into inſtru- 
ments of husbandry (a); to mark the pleaſure, the pro- 
perty, the refreſhment, the peace, ſatisfaction, and 
ſafety therein comprehended. Sit, my ſoul, under je- 
ſus' ſhadow, with great delight; Jet his fruit be ſweet 
to my taſte, Thus, though the fig-tree ſhould not bloſ- 
ſom, and no meat be in the vine, and the labour of the 
olive fail; yet will I rejoice in the Lord, and be joyful 
in the God of my ſalvation. With deteſtation 
ſhall I caſt away the weapons of my rebellion againſt 
him; and improve the remembrance of my wickedneſs, 
to render me active in goſpel-holineſs, 

4. It is repreſented as a LIT TIN d UP (5), It pre- 
vents contempt and oppreſſion; renders us more viſible 
to mankind ; exalts us to honour, authority, pleaſure, 
apd more abundant uſefulneſs. May I be raiſed up to- 
gether with Chiift; ſo, when men are caſt down, I 
— ſay, there is liſting up, and he ſhall ſave the humble 

erſon, 
4 5. It is repreſented as HEALTH and FATNESs (c). 
Thereby pain, trouble, and poverty, are removed; 
and pleaſure, ſtrength, and extenſive influence, abun- 
dant fulneſs, honour, and power, ſucceed in their room, 
Be thou, O Saviour, the health of my countenance, and 
my God. 

6. It is repreſented as a TREE OF LIFE (d). What 
pleaſure, courage, comfort, and vivacity it affords ! 
Bleſſed Jeſus, how oft have my deferred hopes of fellow- 
ſhip with thee, made my heart fick ! but when thou co- 
melt, thou art a free of iife; becauſe thou liveſt, I ſhall 
live alſo, 

7. It is compared to a flouriſhing FIELD, er GAR» 
DEN (e), How pleaſant and retreſhtul to behold ! and 
how promiſing of what is better! Lord, render my 
foul as a watered garden, whoſe ſprings fail net 

8. It is compared to 110 hr; to the gun; the 
MOON 3 to a LAMP; a CANDLE (VJ). By means there- 


(a) Mic. iv. 3. 4: Job xxil. 20. (c Jer. XxXXIIl. 6. 
Prov. xii. 4 [d) Prov. xiii. 12. (e) If. IViii. 11, (F)1f. 
IX. 20. Pſal. XY Ub 28. 


of 
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of are men noticed, and regardſully diftinguithed ; and 
have an opportunity of active nſefulneſs. How pleaſant 
and delightful itis! Yet how faſt all outward proſpe- 
rity haſtens to its final period ! and the brighter it ſhine, 
its duration is ordinarily the ſhorter, May the Lord 
be my everlaſting light, and my God my glory. 

9. It is compared to a SPRING-TIDE; a MORNINO, 
or DAY (a). Therein our enjoyments bud, and pro- 
miſe much increaſe ; every thing in our lot ſeems fret 
and ſmiling, and calls us to aQivity and labour, There- 
in we are warmed with pleaſure and fulneſs ; fing for joy, 
and walk abroad with airs of gaity and cheerfulneſs. 
But how quickly does the winter and night of death ſuc- 
ceed | 

10. It is compared to MO1STURz and DEW (5). How 
refreſhing, pleaſant, and uſefu}! and therein ought we, 
like a dew from the Lord of hoſts, to refreſh and do 
good to others, 

11. It is compared to WATER; 2 FOUNTAIN j a RI- | 
v=R (c). How pleaſant to behold, or enjoy it! What 
extenſive uſefulneſs, apparent ſecurity, and continuing 
duration, it ſeems to promiſe! But how oft it proves 
brooks of Tema ; is quickly dried out of its place! 

12, It is compared to a TABLE; a FEAST ;j a CUP OF 
WINE; or MILx (4). Divinely is it ſet before us, and 
meaſured out to us; pleaſantly and greedily is it em- 
braced by us; and cheerful and merry it renders us. 
But art not thou, endleſs nuptial, feat of the Lamb, - 
thou new wine in the Father's kingdom, thou milk, not 
of the Gentiles, but of Jeſus, ten thouſand times ſweet- 
er than honey to my taſte ! | 

13. It is called a crown (e). What glory, reſpect, 
and authority attend it! But ah, how tottering! how 
ealily it falls from our head, becauſe we have ſinned! 

14. The rich man's wealth is his gTzONG ciTY J). 
He truſts and depends on it for ſafety; and is by it 
protected from various inſults and dangers. | 

15. Riches are likened to EALESs (g). How quick- | 


(2) IC xxxv. t. 2. and xxi. 12. (ö) Pal. xxxli. . Job xxix. 
19. (c) If IXvi. 12. (4) Pal. xxiii. 7. IC Ixvi. x7. 
fe) Lam. v. 16. (f) Prov. x. K 5. (2) Prov. xxiii. 8. 
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ly they oft fly away from men, never to be regained! 
and mount towards heaven, to accule their owners to 
God, for abuſing them ! 

16. They are called the Mammon of unrighteouſ. 
neſs (a). What a numerous collection and multitude ! 
How oft the object of much unrighteouſneſs in procu- 
ring and keeping them! What others ſinfully gain or 
uſe, let me lawfully get, and lay out in works of piety 
and charity, that I may be rewarded in the heavenly, 
the everlaſting habitations. 

17. Saints count all but Loss and DUNG to win 
Chriſt (5), In compariſon of him, they reckon every o- 
ther thing contemptible, uſeleſs, unſavoury, and vile. 


CHAP... X. 


Of metaphors reſpecting adverſity. 


1. ORE troubles are likened to a troop of ho- 
MEN ; and repreſented as the TERRORS of God 


ſet in array againſt one (c). O their irreſiſtible force 


the impoſhbility of fleeing from them ! the fear, per- 
plexity, aſtoniſhment, and oft hopeleſs ſtupidity of men 
under them! 

2. Affliction is called the BLAasT and BREATH of God, 
SMOKE ou? of his noſtrils (d). How eaſily he inflicts 
it upon us! and thereby, how are we toſſed, fanned, 
unſettled, and perplexed! Amid my trouble, Lord, 
breathe on me, and cauſe me to receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, | 
3. It is compared to tions; BEARS; and SER» 
FENTS (e). What terror and ravage it ſpreads in the 


world! In defolating judgments, how unmercifully 
are men torn and ſtung in their perſons and enjoy» 


ments ! 
4. It is likened to an AtMonD-TREE (J); to mark 


(%) Luke xvi. 9. (5) Philip. iii. 8. 9. c) Jer. xii. 3. 
Prov. Xxiv. 34. (4) Job iv. 9. (e) Amos v. 19. Ecclef x 
f. Jer. I 11. 


its 
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its ſpeedy approach, and its laſting duration. How 
quickly violence riſes up into a rod of wickedneſs ! 
uf. How quickly pride buds, and bring forths puniſh- 


le! ment! | | 
5. It is compared to a thorn-hedge ; a ſurrounding 


4 wall of hewn ſione; a wall of gall and travail (a). it | 
ty ſtops our courſe ard enterprize ; ſhuts us up from liberty : 
ly, and eſcape. How oft our attempts to remedy it, do but | 
prick us, and embitter our condition more and more! ! 
in 6. It is repreſented as a ſeeding on gravel, and ſoure ; 
o- grapes; and having the teeth ſet on edge (6). How de- 1 
. baſing and unpleaſant! How bitter it renders life, and 
the enjoyments thereof! Lord, ſweeten my trouble x 

with thy love. 1 

7. Sore trouble is repreſented as a treading down ; - 

a cutting down; a drying up; a covering with aſh- " 
er (c); to denote the violent debaſement and oppreſ- 5 

hon, the painful agony, the deprivation of comfort, and Li 

of the hope of it, therein contained, 1 

* 8. It is called a /icking of the duſt like ſerpents; a: bi 

4 moving in the holes of the earth ; a futing intheduſt(d) ;- "id 
1 WH 10 mark the dreadful debafement, the ſhame, and the | 
No difficulty of 9 neceſſary proviſion, contained in N 
1 it, And how oft do ſinners then avail as dragons, and | 
hiſs and murmur as ſerpents !. 
, 9. It is called a breaking in the place of dragon, and 

with breach upon breach (e). How oft is it inflicted Il 

by inſtruments cruel and unmercifal, who ſcarce allow 1 

the leaſt hope of outgate! How oft is one painful and "1 


debaſing judgment added to another! How effectually 
they break our ſpirits, depfive us of joy, vigour, and 
courage! break our bodily conſtitation ! break off our 4 
purpoſes ! break. to pieces our worldly 'enjoyments! | Fr 
break aſunder families, churches,' and nations. O je- | 
= heal our preſent breaches, which ate wide like the 
ea. | — 
10. Adverſity is compared to a voice, or ſounding” 1 
of trumpets (V). OH. God warts men theteof; and bil 


(:) Lam. iii, Se 7- ) Dam. iii. 16. Ezek xvili. 2. (c) IV. 

xv. 5. (). Mieak vi. 17. (e) Pal. Nin. 19. Job vi. ts 
: (fy, vSitcab vi. ge Rev. viii. 713. | 
X. k. 3. 4 | 
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by it he ſolemnly calls us to conſider our ways, and 
with whom we have to do; to repent of our fin, and 
flee to Jeſus, from the wrath which is to come. Q 
may I diſtinctly know, what is ſpoken and ſounded ! 

11. Fearful affliction is repreſented as a ſcattering of 
brimſtone upon one habitation (a); alluding to the o- 
verthrow of Sodom; and to mark, how wrathfal, diſ- 
agreeable, and hopeleſs, it renders our condition, 

12. God's judgments upon Antichriſt are repreſented 
as the pouring out of ſeven vials (b) ; to mark how wiſe- 
ly, gradually, and completely his vengeance ſhall over- 
take that (tate, Yet how ſparingly, in compariſon of 
the ſull floods of his wrath in hell! 

13. Affliction is called a TR 1AL (c). Thereby God 
calls us to the bar of our conſcience to examine and 
conſider our ways; and he manifeſts to ourſelves, or 
the world around, what tempers and diſpoſitions we are 
of, ia 

14. It is compared to. the ſcorching ut of the ſun 
or NOON-TIDE (4) In it how vehemently do an angry 
God, prevailing corruptions, wicked angels and men, 
diſquiet our fouls, our bodies, and deprive us of our 
relt, refreſhment, comfort, and glory ! How is our du- 
ty thereby hindered, or rendered hard to perform! 
Under ſuch trouble, let me flee under Chriſt's ſhadow, 
and live as one planted in, and watered by him, 

15. It is compared to an EVENING, or NIGHT (e). 
Ft ſucceeds a morning of proſperity, oppo: tunity, or 
life. In it, Chriſt {he Sun of righteouſneſs, and other 
ſun-like comforts, are withd1iawn ; and only moons of 
inſtituted ordinances, ftars of miniſters, and ſuch like 
leſſer com/orts, are left behind. How oft does our ſun 
go down at noon! our comforts forſake us, when we 
teſt expected it! In trouble, how heartleſs; cold; 
painſul; and dangerous to live! What deluſive meteors 
of vain fancies, and flattering temptations, blaze abroad! 
What wild beaſts of hurtful inclinations range around, 
ſeeking whom they may devour ! How flowly time ſeems 


.) Job xvii 8. (5) Rev. xvi. (% Ezek- xxl. 13 
(, Kev. Vl. 8. Song i 2. ) IC Ai. 12. Zech. xiv. 7: 
de 
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io move! How drowſy and ſtupid our ſouls often become 
And how oft is the darkneſs and danger greateſt, be- 
fore the day ſpring of deliverance appear! 

16, It is compared to DARKxNEss (a). It is a judg- 
ment divinely inflited, and gccaſioned by the hiding of 
God's face; by his removal of the ſun and lamp of pro- 
ſperity ; by his depriving us of his word and ordinan- 
ces; his cutting off the great men of a church or ſtate, 
How unpleaſant and unactive it renders our life! What 
wandering and ſtumbling it occaſions! How different 
its degrees, though it can ſtil become worſe! How 
grievous, eſpecially to theſe who have taſted the plea- 


ſures of an oppoſne lightſome proſperity! How oft is 


it ſuch a mixture of mercy and judgment, that it is hard 
to ſay which prevails. Yet, let me reverence it; it is 
the doing of the Lord, let it be wondrous and accept- 
able in mine eyes; it is bis pavilion and ſecret place; 
let me therein behave as in his immediate preſence ; let 
me feel after him; though clouds and darkneſs be round 
about him, judgment, mercy, and truth, go before his 
face. 

17. Afflictions are conpared to cLovps (5). How 
great their variety. hov numerous their ingredients ! 
how oft they ſuddeniy come upon us | how fignally they 
obſtruct our light and comfort] and render us dull, hea- 
vy, cold, and careleſs! Yet doth not God ride there- 
on? ls not he preſent in? and is it not his alone to 
remove them? 

18. They are compared to RAIN; DEW ; and DROPS 

of the night (c). How numerous their ingredients! 
bow, grievous; and for the preſent, ſeemingly hui tful 
to the diſtreſſed! Yet afterward, how often profitable 
to render us fruitful in the works of righteouſneſs ! 
Bleſſed Saviour, what countleſs drops of divine wrath 
fell on thine head, thine heart! O thy amazement and 
heavinels under the weight thereof ! but delightful and 
numerous the fruits of glory ta God, and felicity to 
men, thereby produced ! 8 r 

19. They ate likened to wixTER (4). God appoiats 


% Lam. iii. 2- (65) Pal xcyii 2. (q Song v. 2. Matth. 
vu. 25. (4) Song ii. 11. 
and 
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and limits then. The withdrawment of his ſmiling 
countenance, the removal of his warming and illumina- 
ting word and ordinances, or of outward proſperity, oc- 
caſion them. How painful to endure ! how oft they kill 
fuch as are not rooted and grounded in Chriſt ! how 
they nip the weeds of corruption in the ſaints! and cut 
off the vermine of carnal profeſſors from among them ! 
How effectually they render difficult our way to the hea- 
venly kingdom! and, proportional to their ſeverity, 
ſweeten the ſpring tide of glory, when it cometh! A- 
dored jeſus, how tremendous was thy winter of ſuf. 
fering! thy ſoul was troubled, amazed, and very hea- 
vy, ſorrowful even unto death. 0 ſhocking winter 
that beſtormed, that pained, that froze to death, al- 
mighty God! But rejoice, my ſoul, the winter is 
palt, the rain is over and gone; Jeſus hath ſuffered, and 
entered into his glory. The winter of my unregeneracy 
is paſt ; quickly hall my winters of raging corruption 
and trouble be finiſhed, and one eternal ſpring enſue, 
20. They are compared to ſtorms of wind; HAIL; 
and RAIN (a). By the abounding of iniquity ; by the 
want of humiliation under former trials; by the death 
of godly men; by inſpired hints applied to the con- 
ſcience, and the like, are they often forcboded. Out 
of God's treaſures of indignation, they are brought 
forth; and by his power and wiſdom, they are govera- 
ed; devils and wicked men being no more than his in- 
{truments. How ſwiftly they purfue ! how ſuddenly; 
how terribly and irreſiſtibly they feize upon morta's ! 
what deſolations they make in the earth! how wretch- 
ed, perplexed, and. painful. the caſe of theſe under 
them, who are without Chriſt ! how the ſtorm ſweeps 
away their lying refuges of vain imaginat ons, ſelf-righ- 
teouſnefs, and ſinful methods of deliverance ! how this 
whirlwind binds them up in its wings, and hurls them 
into eternal ruin! _ SED | 
21. They are compared to WATER $SPOUTS:; 
BROOKS; OVERFLOWING STREAMS; and SWELL tNGS 
or JORDAN (b). How various. the inſtruments. and in- 


(a) IC. xxviti. 17. Matth. vii. 25, 6 pl „li 7: and ex. 
„ er. vii 5. Me, 
| | $1009:ents: 
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redients thereof ! how they run in our way to the ce- 
22 bliſs! in what high degree; and how ſuddenly, 
ſucceſſively, violently, and irreſiſtibly, they often attack 
us! How loud, how terrible their meſſage from God 
to our conſcience | how muddy and diſagreeable to our 
taſte! What havock they make in families, nations, 
and enjoyments! How effectually they carry off into e- 
ternal wo, theſe who are not anchored, rooted, and 
grounded in Chriſt ! 

22, They are compared to DEPTHS and DEEP 
MIREs (a). How oft they gradually increaſe and over- 
whelm us! how faſt they retain, and refuſe to Jet us 
go! In them, how wretched, cold, perplexed, and 
diſpirited our foul ' how incapable are we: to recover 
ourſelves from them! How oft, my ſoul, are the deeps 
like to ſwallow me up! how oft am I deprived of the 
ſmiles of Jeſus' love! perplexed with ingratitude to 
him! afraid of his juſt wrath ! oppreſſed with his judg- 
ments! haraſſed in conſcience with fears of utter re- 
jection! with temptations of Satan, and prevalency of 
inward corruption! But rejoice, Jeſus was nights and 
days in the deep, that he might pave my DEE s with 
his everlaſting love. His way is in the ſea, and his path 
in the mighty waters; and from all my great deeps ſhall 
he draw me out. Though now deep call unte deep; all 
his waves and billows go over me.; yet his Joving-kind- 
neſs will the Lord command in the day-time, The 
name of all my deeps is, The LoRD 18 THERE. 

23. Trouble is compared to a wi1 DERNESS (5). Ia 
it how difficult to live! how expoſed io enemies, 


ſnares, temptations! how hard to difcern our ſtate and 


condition; or find a way of eſcape! how many our 
wants! how rough our way! While I am here, may 
JeHovan feed me with his hidden manna; lead; 
humble; and prove me; and do me good in my latter 
end. 

24. It is called a vALIIEY; a BOTTOM 3 a VALLEY 
of the ſhadew of death (c). Therein, how debaſed our 
condition ! how ready are we to be trode upon! What 


_ (s) Pſal. Ixix. r. 2. and xl. 2. () Hoſ. ii. 14 (0) Zech. 
o 
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a prelude of death! What terrors oft ſurround us there- 
in! Vet in this low valley has not my ſoul ordinarily moſt 
moiſture? and'is ſhe not moſt fruitful? Let me then ne- 
ver fear trouble or death, while I have a Chriſt with me, 

25. It is compared to PITS; NETS; SNARES; 
STUMBLING-BLOCKS (a), How wickedly do Satan 
and his agents oft prepare them for us; and draw uz 
thereinto! How unprepared and ſuddenly, do we often 
fall therein! How are we entangled, that endeavours to 
extricate ourſelves, do but inveigle us more and more 
How oft we rage as wild bulls in a net! How oft we are 
overthrown, hurt, and bruiſed thereby! How ſadly 
they (op our way, and render us unſightly ! 

26. It is compared to a PRISON 3 STOCKS j Or 
CHAin(6), It reſtrains our liberty; marks our guilt ; 
promotes our ſhame, fear, pain, diſquiet, and oft con- 
nection with bad companions. It is thine, O fupreme 
Judge, to caſt us into, and deliver us from it. Our at- 
tempts to eſcape at our own hand, do but add to our 
miſery, My ſoul, quietly bear thy ſhame; accept the 
puniſhment of thine iniquity ; be il, amid thy trouble, 
till God himſelf bring thee out. | 

27. It is compared to a BED (c). Our ſpirit it con- 
fines; our activity it reſtrains. Under it, how ſick, 
uneaſy, unſightly, lean, deſtitute of courage or comfort 
are we! | | 

28. It is compared to a FIRE; A FURNACE; FLAMES; 
an OVEN (4), How oft it breaks forth ſuddenly! how 
quickly it ſpreads! how terrible its alarm ! how hard 
to ſtop, and painful to endure! as good ſubſtance, the 
ſaints are only melted and purified ; as ſtubble, the wick- 
ed are deſtroyed and haſtened to eternal fire. It makes 
mens faces like flames ; fills them wgth reddening terror 
and rage, It makes them blacker than a coal; deprives 
them of their joy, their glory, and honour, It renders 
them /ike bottles in the ſmoke, quite unſightly, and al- 
moſt uſeleſs, When I paſs through the fire, be thou, 
Jeſus, with me; ſo ſhall I not be burnt, nor the flame 
kindle upon me, | | ' 


(a) PCal. vit. 1 c. and x. 9. 6% Pak cxlii. 6, 0) Rev. 
it. 22. (4) Zech. xiii. 9. 


29. It 


It 
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29. It is compared to Ax ROwS ; to a SWORD ; and 
other weapons of war (a). Afflictions are launched 
from the bow of God's providence, and managed and 
directed by his hand. How numerous and well-aimed ! 


How oft do they ſecretly and unexpectedly ſtrike, 


wound, pierce, and pain our body or ſoul! How oft, 
O Lord, have thine arrows ſtuck faſt in me, and thine 
afflicting hand preſſed me fore ! how oft have the poiſon 
thereof, the torment and fear ariſing therefrom, ex- 
hauſted the joy, courage, and eaſe of my ſpirit! 

30. It is compared to a ROD or $COURGE (b). 
What a painful and grievous conſequence of fin! It is 
ſent to cauſe us conſider our evil ways, and turn to the 
Lord; kindly ought we to receive it, and carefully to 
improve it. How oft it proves beneficial to promote 
our conviction, and converſion to God ! Such as often 
corrected, harden their neck, ſhall be ſuddenly deſtroy- 
ed, and that without remedy. Corre& me, O Lord, 
but in meaſure; and let thy rod drive all my fin, my 
fooliſhneſs, from my heart. 

31. It is compared to a WOUND 3 DISEASE 5 LEAN= 
NESS (c). How ſharply it pains us ! how ſadly it con- 


fines, and abridges our liberty ! ſpoils of our glory and 


falneſs; and renders us weak and unſightly! Ah ! by 
neglect to receive and digeſt my ſpiritual proviſion; by 
ſinful anxiety ; by immoderate care about earthly things; 
by taking ſatis faction in carnal and ſinful pleaſures; by 
manifold diſeaſes of fin and ſorrow, what a lean, a de- 
formed ſkeleton am 11 My leanneſt, my leanneſs ! wo 
unto me 

32. It is repreſented as a thing ROOKED (d). In 
the inward or outward caſe of our perſon ; in the caſe 
of our family. .our friends or enjoyments, how uneven, 
diſhmilar, diſagreeable, and uncomely, it renders our 
lot! O the unnumbered crooks of mine ! By thy favour, 
bleſſed Jeſus, thou lifteſt me up; and by thy rebukes 
thou caſteſt me down : but eternity ſhall make even all. 
Let not then my ſoul endanger herſelf, eſſaying to make 
firaight, what he hath made crooked. 


(a) Job vi. 4. (1) Job ix. ä 
16. (d) Eecleſ. vu. = | 34 (c) 1 | and xxiy 
33. It 
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33. It is called a cxoss (a). Like the ancient eroſ- 0, 
ſes, to which malefactors were fixed, it ſtretches, pains, 


and expoſes us, as ſhameful malefactors in God's fight, n 
It croſſes our hopes, defires, deſigns, and attempts: we n 
look for good ; but evil comes : we ſeek light; and 
behold it is darkneſs. May all my trouble be the croſs E 
of Chriſt. | D 
34. It is compared to a BURDEN and WEIGHT (6), v 
It oppreſſes and ſinks our ſpirits; it lowers our circum- 0 
ſlances. It renders us uneaſy in life, and unfit for ex- ri 
tenſive action If burders be impoſed, if plowers plow f 
upon my back, it is the prief, the load, the Lord hath d 
appointed me : Jet me therefore patiently bear it; be a 
dumb becauſe he does it Jeſus bare my griets, and 
carried my ſorrow : he hath horne and carried; and e- F 
ven to old age he will bear and he will carry and he n 
will deliver me. Be thou, my ſoul, a follower of them, d 
who through faith and patience inherit the promiſes, t 
* 35. It is called a vox E (c). How cloſely it cleaves 0 
to us, and joins us together! firmly we are fixed there- V 
in; ſadly is our ſpirit oft galled thereby. Nevertheleſs p 
it obliges us to follow the courſe appointed for us, in * 
the providence of God It is a yoke of tranſpreſſion p 
wreathed about our neck, by our iniquities; for though m 
hand join in hand, the ſinner ſhall not go unpuniſhed. m 
306 It is called a Hook ; and BRIDLE (d). By ap- 1 
plying it to men, and painfully tormenting them there- T6 
with, God, at his pleaſure, reſtrains them from their in- d 
tended purpaſes ; drags them through the world, and the v 
di verſiſied circumſtances thereof; and at laſt draws t 
them 1nto the eternal ſtate. al 
37 It is compared to a FAN; and $IEve (e). if 
Thereby God tries and diſcovers what we are; toſſes 2 
us up and down; ſeparates ſinners from the ſaints in W 
the church ; for what is the chaff to the wheat ? Hereby fc 
he fans and ſifts our hopes; for what is the chaff of M 
vain imaginations to the comfortable oracles of Chriſt ? t] 
Hereby he ſcatters families and nations before him, t 
lighter than the ſmall duſt of the balance. It is a feve n 
ſl 


(% Matth. xvi. 24. N IC. xxx. 27. 0 If X 27. (4) I. 


of 


XXXV Ile 29. e) Jer. xv. 7. If. xxx. 28. 
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of vanity, as God therein ſhews mens emptineſs ; ſets 
them one agaisſt another; and ſpreads deſtruction a- 
mong the nations. Lord, ſift thy choſen as thou wilt, 
none ſhall be loſt. 
38. It is compared to GALL ; and wORMWOOD (a). 
How bitter and diſagreeable to nature! But mixed with 
niercy ! how profitable to the ſaints! It kills our in- 
ward vermine of corrupt inclinations; it brings down 
our pride ; purges off our filth ; cures our ſpiritual bar- 
renneſs and deadneſs ; and enlarges our appetite and de- 
fire after Chriſt, O the height, the depth, of the wiſ- 
dom and knowledge of God, who by gall and worms 
wood uſhers in ſweet Jeſus, and his glory to my heart! 
39. It is compared to a cor, full of lquor (5), 


Exactly God meaſures it out to men; and every one 


muſt take his ſhare. How oft it makes us ſtagger as 
drunken men, not knowing what to do; nor whither 
to go! How oft it renders us ſtupid and enraged ! How 
oft it cauſeth us vomit up our ſhame, confeſſing our 
wickedneſs, parting wth what we ſinfully gained; or 
pouring forth our blaſphemous rage againſt the divine 
Manager of all plagues! How oft is it a cup of fury, 
proceeding from the revenging wrath of God! making 
men drunk with their ewn blood; (tupified with their 
miſeries ! How oft is it a cup of trembling and aſto- 
niſ/hment, making vs quake and faint at the thought of 
receiving, or of continuing to drink it] Adored Re- 
deemer, what a cup was thine! a cp 9 trembling, filled 
with wine of aſtoniſhment ! a cup full of the fury of 
the Lord, full of thine own blood! a cup deep as heli, 
and broader than the ſea! O how my heart is wonder- 
ſiruck ! How melted to hear thee cry of it, The cup that 
my Father giveth me, ſhall I not drink it ! to lee thee 
wring out the bitter dregs thereof, and drink them our! 
for whom! for ME. 


450. The afflictions of Chriſt and his people are called 


their ATIs (c). Through theſe they are dedicated 
to Cod; put off their connections with fiv, and the 
mortality that attends it, How, Je'us, waſt thou 
ſtraitened, till thine was accom pliſhed! How thy 
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bowels heaved within thee, to find a vent in love, in ſighs, 
in groans, in blood, in death, for men! for u 
Heave all my powers ; burſt thou mortal frame with 
love; with longing for my Chriſt, 

41. The overthrow of nations or churches is repre- 
ſented as a rolling together the heavens ; a turning the 
fun into blackneſs, and the moon into blood, and 4 
the ſtars ts fall (a); to mark the ſhocking and fear- 
ful manner in which their frame is diſſolved and broken 
to pieces : their luminaries periſh ; their idolatrous ob- 
jects of worſhip are diſgraced ; their magiſtrates and 
miniſters ejected, and barbarouſly murdered ; their or- 
dinances, laws, and ſtatutes, are aboliſhed, Theſe, my 
Lord, ſhall periſh; but thou ſhalt endure : they ſhall be 
changed; but thou art the ſame, and thy years have no 
end, 

42. The overthrow of nations and churches is com- 
pared to an FARTHQUAKE (5), How terrible and de- 
ſtractive! How it makes mens hearts to fail and quake 
for fear! How dreadfully it rends aſunder the whole 
frame of government! How Turiouſly and ſuddenly 
are magiſtrates, miniſters, and great men, theſe exalt- 
ed and overtopping mountains, private perſons, theſe 
plain fields and uſetul rivers, thrown out of their re- 
ſpective ſtations and enjoyments ! | 

43. The overthrow of a nation or church is likened 
to an HARYEST and VINTAGE (c). Men being ripe in, 
and having filled up the whole meaſure of iniquity, 
which divine patience intended to bear with, God cuts 
them off from their ſtanding. © The wicked he caſts in 


bundles or multitudes into hell-fire : the ſaints he either 


preſerves in life, or by death carries them home to 
himſelf, Ah! what pricking thorns, and blaſting whirl- 
wind, do many then reap, as the puniſhment of their 
crimes ! | 

44. Civil puniſhment is called a wHEzL brought o- 
vet the wicked (4); alluding perhaps to ſome ancient me- 


(a) Matth. xxiv. 29. Rev. vi. 12. 13. If. xii. 10. (ö) Rev. 
* (c) Joel iii. 13. Rev. xiv. 15. 20. (4) Prov. xx. 
20. 
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thod of torture; and in order to repreſent its eaſy ex- 
ecution, and bruiling influence. 

45. Church cenſure is called a Ko (a). It is iny 
tended to correct men for their fin, and to reclaim 
them from ir to Chriſt ; and it is to be applied with ten- 
der affection, meekneſs, equity, and prudence, 

46. Lets and impediments in the way of performing 
an enterprize, are called mountains ;, gater of iron and 
braſs; the ſea; the river Euphrates; and ſtreams of 
Egypt (6); becauſe they fignally ſtop and hinder the 
execution of deſigns, But by what will, in the way of 
performing the promiſe, thy power, O Jeſas, ſhall 
remove it, in the time thereof: mountainsſhall leap afide ; 
ſeas and rivers ſhall dry up, at the rebuke of thy coun- 
tenance, 


CHAP, XI, 
Of metaphors reſpecting human liſe+ 


1. UMAN life is compared to a ros r (e). Night 
and day, it ſwiftly paſſeth forward ; nor can 

any thing ſtop its progreſs one moment. Ye ſons of 
men, improve every moment thereof. Riſe early in the 
morning thereof, to follow hard after God, Reſt on no 
preſent enjoyment, If you come not up to Jeſus, in 
due time, your eternal life muſt go for it, | 

2. It is compared to the FLGHT of an eagle haſting 
to ber prey (d). With the utmoſt ſwiftneſs it paſſeth 
away, ſcarce leaving the marks where it has been. 
What years I have lived, are not lived, but loſt, 
What but veſtiges of guilt are to be ſeen behind me 

3. It is compared to a FLOWER, or GRASS (e). In 
our infancy and youth, how fair and beautiful! Ar Je- 
HOYAH'S pleaſure, how quickly cut down by untimely 


(a) 1 Cor. iv. 21. (% IC. xl. 4 and xlv. 2. and xi. 15- 


Rev. xvi. 12. e) Job ix. 25. (4) Job ix. 26- (e) Job 


xi v. 2+ James i. 
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death! or withered by old age! Shall not my life, 
hereafter revive as the corn, and:grow as the lily ? © 

4. It is compared to a way and JOURNEY (a). How 
much trode ! how conſtantly purſued ! how quickly end- 
ed! My ſoul, while thou art in this way, agree with 
God, Let my whole way point towards eternal bliſs. 

5. It is compared to a FEAST (5). la it God gives 
ſome a cup of conſolation and proſperity ; to others he 
gives bread of affliction, a cup of adverſity and wo, 
Whichſoever my Father giveth me, let me cheerfully 
BINS If I am in Chriſt, my life is a continual 

aſt. 

6. It is compared to a valuable MERCHANDISE to be 
redeemed (c). Eternal and, unbounded felicity, or wo 
depends on every moment of it. By the enjoyment of 
God, every moment may be rendered more valuable than 
the whole earth. Senſible of its importance, deeply 
concerned we have laviſhed fo much of it on Satan, 
the world, and our Juſts, we are to be doubly careful 
in improving the reſt, My ſoul, how has time lien 
heavy on thine hand! How oft haſt thou been ſtrait- 
- ened how to diſpoſe of it! How oft, by unneceſſary 
ſleep, by idle converſe, by vain and wicked devices, 
haſt thou murdered its moſt ſacred myments ! Are its 
few years too long to love Chriſt! too long, to prepare 
for eternity! too long, to ſecure the ſalvation of an im- 
mortal ſoul! Heareſt thou, my ſoul, what murdered 
moments witneſs againſt thee? Muſt my life go for 


- theirs! O dear-bought ſleep, if it colt me a reſtleſs e- 


terniiy in hell!! O coſtly hour for drinking a bottle, 
if repaid with an eternal drinking of unmixed wrath ! 
O ill-purchaſed hours for a ball, or (tage-play, if they 
coſt me everlaſting fellowſhip, in fire with the devil and his 
angels! O dear-bought opportunity of an idle viſit, or 
unedifying chat, if it colt me endleſs weeping, wailing, 
and gnaſhing of teeth! Will the momentary enjoy- 
ment of a fenſual pleaſure, common to me with the 
beaſts, countervail che damage of unceaſing torment ? 
Should I, by giving my heart, my care, my time, to 


() Matth..v.25- () 1 Cor. v. 8. (c) Eph. v. 16. * 
2 5 t 


* 
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the world, gain the whole of it, what will it advantage 
me, if I loſe my foul ? | 

7, It is compared to 8w1FT $H1Ps (a). How quick- 
ly it paſſeth away, and carries us into the ocean of eter- 
nity ! And how many in it imagine every thing moving; 
but themſelves! How oft beſtormed, and brought to 
the brink of ruin! 

8. It is compared to a SHEPHERD'S TENT (b). E- 
ternity apart, how mean it appears! how eaſily our 
lot therein is changed! How eaſily is life itſelf diſ- 
folved and finiſhed ! 

9. It is compared to a WEEK or DAY (c). Therein 
we are to be laboriouſly occupied, ſecuring our preſent 
and future felicity. Its duration is fixed, and, at the 
end thereof, we fthall enter on the reſtful Sabbath of e- 
verlaſting happineſs, or fearful aight of unceaſing wo. 
My ſoul, do! paſs my days in the wrath of God? or in 
his fear ? | 

10. It is compared to YESTERDAY, and a WATCH 


of the night (d). Quickly, and oft amid darkneſs, - 


perplexity, and trouble, it paſſeth away, and cannot be 
recalled. 

11. It is compared toas$PAN and HANDBREADTH c. 
How ſhort its meaſure ! how preciſely fixed of God its 
duration! And ought not its brevity to be ever before 
us ! 


12. It is compared to a TALE that is told (). Ho 


little uſeful impreſſion it makes upon our minds! To 
how little purpoſe has the paſt been ſpent ! How little 
abiding ſenſe we have of what we do in it ! 


13. It is compared to a SLEEP(g), How ſhort and 


empty! How ſadly paſt ere we are rightly ſenſible of 
enjoying it! To how little purpoſe are we either pained 
or pleaſed in it! What multitudes therein never think 
a ſerious thought, nor beſtir themſelves to one good- 
work ! . | 


14. It is compared to a DREAM (5), How filled up- 


with idleneſs and vanity! How many in it are employed 


(a) Job ix. 26. (6) IC xxxvili. 12. ( Job vii. r= 


(4) Pal. xe. 4. () Pſal. Xxxix. 5. /) Pal. xc. 9. ( Plab 
IC» 5 %) Job aw 8. 
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in they know not what, nor for what end! How are 
their minds ſtuffed with empty imaginations, that they 
are, or ſhall be happy ! that they are Chriſtians indeed, 
and are employed in good works! yet how all turns out 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit ! 

15. It is compared to the wine (a). How unſub- 
ſtantial! how ſwiftly, inſeofibly, and irreſiſtibly, it paſſe 
eth away, and-returns no more ! 

16. It is compared to a weaver's SHUTTLE (6), 
With what rapidity do its moments run along ! and 
at laſt, as a web, we are cut out of the world, by 
death! 

17. It is compared to a CLOUD (c). Notwithſtaad- 
ing of its promiſing appearance, how quickly is it ſpent! 
and to how ſmall account! How much driven away by 
the blaſt of divine wrath ! it never returns; and with 
what terror, may many look chereat | 

18. It is compared to a VAPOUR (d). It, as it 
were, riſeth out of the earth. How extremely weak, 
frail, and fleeting! How toſſed to and fro with the leaſt 
breath of divine providence! How quickly it expires, 
almoſt as foon as it exiſts! 

19.. It is compared to a SHADOW (e). O its empti- 
neſs and-uncertainty ! how quick:y it goeth away, and 
never returns! Lhear of a time to be born, and a time 
to die; but of none to live, Why, Lord, ſhould 1 
then boaſt thereof? 

20. It is called vorn, (/). It bears, no propor- 
tion to the eternity of God; nor to the future eternity 
of men. Be thou, O time, as zothing in mine eye; 
let eternity be all in all. Look not, my ſoul, at the 
things which are ſeen, which are temporal; but at the 
things which are not ſeen, which are eternal. 


(4) Job vii. 7. (6) Job: vii. 6. ” ob vii. 3. (4) Jams 
in 14 (e) Eecclef viii. 13+ : WI. XXXIX Fo 
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CHAP. XII. 


gf metaphors reſpecting opportunities of obtaining 
goad. gt 


Þ Pportunity, or the ſeaſon of God's doing muck 

() for a perſon or people, and giving them emi- 
nent acceſs to receive his benefits, is called an nou (a). 
Its period and duration are preciſely fixed of God. O 
how ſhort, whea compared with eternity! And, at 


our endleſs hazard, do we loſe a moment thereof, in 


vanity or wickedneſs, 

2 It is called a pay (5). How fixed and ſhor t 
only during the continuance thereof, the ſun. of proſpe- 
rity, or ol ſacred inſpiration, ſhines upon us. When 
the mercy ſignally commences, is its morning; when 
at its greateſt brightneſs, is its noon ; when at its fi- 
niſhing point, is its evening. Ah, how is the day of go- 
ſpel opportunity deteſted by multitudes, who hate its 
light, becauſe their deeds are evil ! How oft is it be- 
ſtormed with trouble and perſecution ! and beclouded 


with the riſe of error and deluſion! When it draws to- 


a period, how the warming influence of the Sun of righ- 


teouſneſs and his word abates ! what ſhadows of error, 


ignorance, and empty forms of religioa increaſe! what 
faichful, laborious, and ſhining minitters, are cut off, and 
ſucceeded by naughty ones! What dewy drops of divine 
judgment, ſpiritual and temporal, begin to fall! What ſpi- 
ritual drouſineſs ! what cooling and abatement of love to 
God, and to one another ! what wearineſs of religious 


exerciſe and ſpiritual watchfulneſs takes place ! What. 


contentious and bloody appearance do-ſhowy profeſſors, 
theſe empty clouds, make in the church! What moun- 
tains of guilty offences and ſeparation interpoſe between 
us and our all-glorious Sum! How gradually the light 


G) Jobn „. 25 % Heb. iii. 74 


of 
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of knowledge and truth decreaſes ! how the windows 


of divine ordinances are ſhut, and diſregarded as uſe- 
leſs! How eminent ſaints, theſe birds of paradiſe, 
drop their notes, and retire to their heavenly reſt ! and 
profane owls, and other doleful creatures, men wicked 
and erroneous, boldly appear! To theſe tokens, what 
fearful night of wo ſucceeds! When Jeſus our bleſſ- 
ed Sun withdraws himſelf, how bulks the moon-like 
world in our heart! ſtarry miniſters, with their arti- 
ficial light of gifts and modes, are all in all. How fall 
theſe ſtars, and become earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh ! What 
deceitful pretenders, as blazing meteors, fly: What 
dark ignorance; what bemiſting deluſion ; what works 
of wickedneſs abound! What idle floth; what ſtill 
ſtopidity ; what wandering and ſtumbling prevail! How 
unuſed and ineffectual the glaſs of God's word! how 
bolted mens hearts to Jefus the Lord! O my foul, 
while it is called to-day, hear his voice; harden not 
thine heart, Now is the accepted time; now is 
the day of ſalvation. Ah! the day is far ſpent, the 
night cometh, wherein no man can work, In Zion, a 
night is come; behold it is come, 

3. It is called a MORNINVOG and DAY-BREAx (a). 
How pleafant, and for a time growing, the ſhine of 
providential ſmiles or fcripture-light! How refreſhful 
the falling dew of God's favour, word, and Spirit! 
How kindly blow the cooling breezes, the north wind 
of conviction, and ſouthern gales of heavenly comfort! 
How boldly walt abroad the children of God, and ear- 


ly ſeek after him; while as aſhamed, the wicked hide 


themſelves in obſcurity, or put on maſks of diſſimula- 
tion! | Yume. 

4. It is compared to a SING AA (3). Therein 
Jeſus the Sus of righteouſneſs approacheth to us, in 
the offer and influence of his grace. Saints, thoſe fra- 
grant and beautiful 7rees of righteouſneſs, grow and 
' flouriſh. The ſavoury and medicinal flowers of grace 
and holineſs ſpring up in their heart and life. How 


ſweetly the Holy Ghoſt, the celeſtial turtle, beſpeaks 


(J If, xxi. 12. (5) Song il 11 1% 
| our 
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our heart in the ordinances of the goſpel ! how ſweetly 
the redeemed birds of paradiſe ſing forth the excellen- 
cies of redeeming love] Bleſſed period, when the win- 
ter-diſpenſation of Jewiſh ceremonies was finiſhed ; 
when thouſands at once were gathered to their riſen 
Lord; had their heart melted with his love; their 
darkneſs and ſhadows baniſhed; and were made to 
bloſſom as the raſe, and bring forth fruit unto God! 
Bleſſed period, when the winter cold and ſtorms, the 
floods, barrenneſs, and darkneſs of Heathen and Popiſh 
abominations; of general ſecurity and unconcern; or 
of legal fears of divine wrath, or awful feeling of his 
rod, are removed and finiſhed ! - | 

5. It is compared to a 8UMMER (a), How comely, 
fragrant, flouriſhing, and effective profeſſors and ordi- 
nances, then appear! How faſt the redeemed and 
their graces ripen for the harveſt of death, and the 
wicked with their fins for endleſs ruin! This, this, 
my ſoul, is the principal ſeaſon of time. In it work 
out thy ſalvation with fear and trembling. Work the 
work of God, by believing on his Son; or, at the end, 
be expoſed to everlaſting ſhame and contempt. 

6. It is compared to a HARVEST (5). How plainly 


calculate to relieve ſtarving ſinners with ſpiritual provi- 


fion! How activety ceght every man to beſtir him- 
ſelf in faith and holineſs! How carefully is every mo- 
meat of it to be ſeized and improven! Chrilt's faith- 
ful labourers being few, how oft, eſpecially when an 
apprehended (ſtorm renders them more earneſt to gather 
fioners to Jeſus, cre it break, is their work heavy and 
laborious ! In different periods, how different the ap- 
pearance and duration of this opportuę ty! How oft, 
in this harveſt, is the increafe much ſmaller than was 
at firſt expected! If I waſte it in vanity and floth, 
what (ſtarving winter of uncealing vengeance awaits 
me! 

7. It is called a YEAR; and the year of God's re- 
deemed (c). Every circumſtance thereof is regularly 
fixed in the purpoſe of God; and various are his ap- 


| (a) Prov. vi. and x. 5. (6) Matth. ix 37- ( If. xiii. 4 
pearances 
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pearances therein. Now he canſes his choſen to walk 
through winter, trouble, darkneſs. and perplexity ; a- 
non the ſpring tide from on high viſits them. Now they 
baſk under the ſummer-rays of the Sun of righteouſneſs; 
anon they are cut down, and gathered to the heaven» 
ly garner, O'the wonders of love, grace, and merey, 
therein wrought for God's redeemed, in purchaſing, ex- 
hibitiog, and applying redemption to them! Lift up 
thine head, my ſoul; theſe honoured periods of time are 
but the beginning of months. The everlaſting day and 
year of my redemption draweth nigh, 

N. B. Moſt of the emblems in this chapter might be 
particularly applied to the apoſtolic, the reformation, 
and the millennial period of the church in general; or 
to the particular ſeaſon of ſpiritual deliverance, to a 
perſon or land, | 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Of metaphors reſpecting death. 


1. Aich is called the xinG, of Tzaaoas (4), 

Relentlefsiy and irreſiſtibly, and as at plea- 
ſute, it cuts off mankind, ſmall and great, poor and 
rich, What a terror to mighty potentates! to bold 
miſcreants ! and not ſeldom to tender ſaints ! The gates 
of death are near approaches to it. The firlt born of 
death is a ſtinged or painful exit, exhibiting or import- 
ing a double potion of its force or terror. If death 
ſeize me unprepared, there remaineth nothing but a 
fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation. 
What though, through ignorance, ſtupidity, and ſelf- 
conceit, I ſhould have no bands therein, I launch forth 
into eternal fire ! I fall into the hands of an angry God! 
1 leap blindfold into the horrors of damnation ! Bur, 
am I in Chriſt ? Return then, O death, that I may 
look upon thee ; where is now thy terror and thy ſting ? 
To me, how deep dipt ! how richly deckt in blood di- 


(s) Job vii. 14. 


vine 
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vine! Sweet angel of my Father's love, ſent to con- 
vey me to his arms! Taſting a Saviour's love, I could 
launch ſucceſſive ſouls, faſt as the moments fly. 


2. It is compared to a woLyF (a). How it preys up- 
on mankind ; cuts them off; and conſigns their bodies to 


the grave, to be the prey of vermine ! 

3. It is called a warFARE (5). With what arrows 
of pain and fear, he attacks mankind! With what per- 
plexity, what ſtruggling. of nature, they uſe to oppoſe 
it! Nor 1s there any diſcharge in this warfare, no e- 
ſcaping of death. It is appointed for men once to die, 
and after that the judgment. Boldly war, my ſoul; it 
is with a conquered foe. | 

4. It is called a DErarTVURE (c). By it we leave 
our worldly friends, and ſtations ; and enter into the 
unſeen ſtate of endleſs miſery or happineſs, We leave 
our younger and equals on earth ; and are gathered to 
our fathers; you ranſomed, to Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob; nay, to Cod the Fudge of all, and to Feſus the Me- 
diator of the new covenant ; and you wicked, to your fa- 
ther the devil, and his angels. Chiefly in old age, 
the progreſs of this exit is as follows: the hands and 
arms, theſe keepers of the houſe, become weak, and 
tremble ; the once /{rong legs bow themſelves, and bend 
under the weight of the body; the teeth, which grind 
and bruiſe our food, rot, fall out, and loſe their power 
of chewing; the eyes, which as it were /ook out af 
windows, become dim and darkened; the jaws cloſe; 
the voice and breath become ſo low, as to be ſcarce 
diſcernible; ſoundneſs of fleep ceaſes, every thing di- 
ſturbs it; the ears become dull; nor does any 
ability or reliſh for He remain; the lightelt labour 
becomes difficult and terrible; every thing, though 
light as a graſhopper, is a burden; at laſt the nerves 
ſhrink ; the veins, the arteries, the brain, and even 
the heart, that /ountain of life, forbears to circulate 
the blood, the vital juice, Thus man goeth to his /ong 
lome, the grave; and where is be! 

5. It is compared to $0wIiNG of ſeed (d). By it our 


(a) Pal. xlix. 14. (3) Eccleſ. viik 8. c) Phil. i. 23. 


Eccleſ. xii. 3. -6 (4) 1 Cor. xv. 36. 
bodies 
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bodies are reduced to the earth; and after a proper in- 
terval, ſhall they be raiſed up in the reſurrection; then, 
you ſaints ſhall flouriſh as an herb, and the earth ſhall 
caſt out her dead. | | | 

6. It is repreſented as the DI880LvING a houſe or 
tent (a). Therein the earthly tabernacle of our bo- 
dies are, and often gradually, demoliſhed ; and what 
pain and fear oft attend the downfal! Ah! how many 
have this houſe falling about their ears, while they 
know not whither to go ! have no houſe eternal in the 
heavens ! 

7. It is compared to a FLooD(5). Gradually, ſpeedily, 
violently, irreſiſtibly, and often to their great terror, it 
carries men into the ocean of ETERNITY, Ah how 
many have their ſandy foundation, their ill founded 
hopes of everlaſting happineſs, overturned by it, and are 
carried into the depths of hell! Bleſſed Jeſus, thou 
art my ſure hope; no floods of death, no gates of hell, 


can prevail againſt thee ; thou haſt ſwallowed up death 


in victory. | : 
8. It is compared to zesT (c). It finiſhes mens en- 
terprizes ; makes them ceaſe from their worldly employ; 
and how ſweet and refreſhing to the labouring ſaint ! 
Haſten, my ſoul, to this reſt, that the Lord may deal 
bountifully with thee. Thrice eaſy death ! thrice eaſy 
grave, if I lie in his arms! There ſhall I reſt from my 
ſin, my burden, my labour; there ſhall every wicked 
one ceaſe from troubling, and toſſed I, as a ſhip at an- 
chor, lie at reſt. $74 

9. It is compared to SLEEP (d). Thereby the bo- 
dies of the ſaints reſt in hope, while t) :ir fouls are oc- 
cupied in the high praiſes of our God; the bodies of 
the wicked reſt from labour in the priſon of the grave, 
while their ſouls are tormented in hell, Lo! how theſe 
die in the midſt of their work! thoſe not till it be end- 
ed! Theſe, ſore againſt their will! thoſe, cheerfully ! 
Theſe multitudes, on the brink; of Tophet; thoſe, 
in Jeſus' arms, far from davger, None ſhall for ever 


. (4) 2 Cor. v. r. (1) Pal. xc..s5. (e) Job iii 13. 17: 
(4) 1 TheT iv. 14 : 
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continue under the power of death, but in the reſurrec- 
tion be awakened ; [ome to everlaſting life, and ſome to 
everlaſting ſhame and contempt. . 

10. It is compared to DARKNESs (a). It hides men 
from the view of the world. And ah what terror, per- 
plexity, and confuſion often attend it! How many it 
conveys to infernal and utter darkneſs, where there is 
aveeping, wailing, and gnaſbing of teeth! 

11. It is compared to SILENCE (5), It finiſhes our 
converſe with men; huſhes all our noiſe and buſtle on 
earth; makes our remembrance to ceaſe in this world. 
My ſoul, be now filent before the Lord; be ſtill and 
know that he is thy God: ſo ſhall I with joy deſcend 
to the houſe of ſilence. When death has loſt his ſting, 
how kind! how ſoft his cold embrace! how gladly 
would I ruſh into his arms! 

12. The death of the wicked is. reprefented as a 
DRIVING Or HURLING AWAY (c). How violently, in- 
voluntarily, and with infinite danger, ate they forced 
from their preſent enjoyments, and furiouſly caſt into 
everlaſting damnation! and ah, driven away in their 
Aavickedneſs, reigning in them, and charged upon them, 
to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire.! 


CHAP, XIV. 


Of metaphors reſpecting the reſurrectian. 


I. HE reſurrection is compared to a MORNING, 
and bay BREAK (4), It ſuoceeds the cold 


dark night of time and death. How much deſired and 


expected by watchful ſaints! What darkneſs of car- 


nal ſecurity will immediately precede it! With what 
ſtriking tokens will it be uſhered in! What full diſco» - 
very it will make of our thoughts, words, and deeds! 


How undelired and terrible to wicked angels and men! 
How gladly would they hide themſelves, and flock to 


(a) Job x. 27. (ö) IC xv. 1. (c) Prov. xiv. 32. (4) Pſal. 
Xix 14. Sorg it. 17. 
M m their 
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their dens; but cannot! How brightly ſhall Jeſus our 
eternal San ariſe in the clouds! How alertly ſhall 
mankfnd leap from their ſepulchral beds! How ſweet- 
ly ſing the ſaints, theſe birds redeemed! How glo- 
rious the aſpect of the earth! How wide our proſpect, 
from eternity to eternity! Watch for it, my ſoul, 
more than they that watch for the morning, 

2. It is compared to an AWAKENING out of ſleep (a), 
Then ſhall the loud frunsfpm of Gor! rouze the nations 
from the ſleep of death; cauſe them ariſe and come to 
judgment. Then ſhall every dream of error and vain 
2maginaticn appear, in their emptineſs and vileneſs, 
Then ſhall mankind be (truck with univerſal concern, 
Then ſhall ſome awake with joy and gladneſs; others 
with trembling and horror, How precious, O Jeſus, 
Rare the thoughts hereof to my ſoul ! for what time ſo- 
ever I awake, I ſhall be with thee: I ſhall behold thy 
face in righteouſneſs, and be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs, 
How oft | now awake with nought, but fin, but earth, 
in all my thoughts! But then my faults, my luſts, 
ſhall wake no more. I ſhall waken full of glory, full 
of God, Hark, my ſoul, the trumpet ſounds, Ariſe, 
my love, my fair one, and come away. 

3. It is compared to the REVIVING and FLOURISH- 
ix of vegetables in the ſpring (5). O the then bleſſed 
influence of the Sun of righteouſneſs! His viſage is no 
more marred; nor his virtue intercepted. Not one be- 
wintered careleſs heart is in creation found ; thouſands 
Jong dead, row revive, ſpring vp. and appear in their 
proper form, How Jeſus, and his flowery nations, deck 
the earth! how our bones ſhall flouriſh as an 
beib! no more ſhall bis temple, our body, lie wi- 
thered, and in ruirs; but riſe in the ſuperexcecding 
blocm of beauty, Ile unto his glorious body. 

4. It is compared to the QUICKENING of very dry 
benes (c). By the breath of the Almighty, ſhall the 
diy duſt, the roxten*carcaſes, and withered bones of 
all generations, be, with divine care, colleted, each 
particle to 11s; proper body, quickeneg re Animated, 
brought cut of their graves, and ſiſted at eigen 


(s) Den. xii. 2. (b) Iſ. xxvi. 19. (c) EZck. xxxvil. 1.—14. 
Ei ſeat 
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ſeat of Chriſt. May I now have part in the firlt reſur- 
rection, that over me the ſecond death may have no 


power. May I, like Jeſus, be declared a ſon of God 
wich power, in my reſurrection from the dead. 


CHAP. XY 


Of metaphors reſpecting the day of judgment, 


I. HE ſeaſon of the laſt judgment is call.d a 
Day (3). It is a divinely fixed per'09, 
What amazing diſcoveries of God's per fections, purpo- 
ſes, and word; and of the diſpoſitions, ſtates, and 
lives, of angels and men, ſhall then be made! What 
important and extenſive work ſhall thereon be perform- 
ed! The dead ſhall be raifed, the living changed, the 
world judged; the wicked ſhall depart into everlaſting 
puniſhment, and the righteous into life eternal: the 
earth, and the works therein, ſhall be burnt up! O 
great day, honoured with the appearance of the great 
God! O great centre of eternity! great joy of ſaints! 
great terror of reprobates! O dark, gloomy, and ter- 
rible day to the wicked! What lively bright horror 
ſhall-ſtare through their eye-lids! What ſcreams to 
the hills and mountains ſhall proceed from their now 
prayerleſs lips! for the great day of this wrath is come; 
and who ſhall be able to ſtand! *': - | 
2. It is compared to a REAPING TIME; a HARVEST- 
Day (5). What great and important buſineſs ſhall be 
done thereon! How univerſally ſhall all nations be ga- 
thered, and ſettled on a new bottom ! How completely 
ſhall the wicked be ſeparate from the righteous ! and 
by multitudes caſt into hell fire, to reap the fruit 
of their wickedneſs! With what enrapturing plea- 
ſure and gladneſs ſhall the redeemed reap the fruit 
of JEHovan's promiſes, and receive the all-gracious 


reward of every good work! How triumphantly ſhall 


they enter into God's barn of everlaſting glory and 
(a) 2 Pet. iii. 10. (/) Matth. x ili. 39. is 
M m 2 reſt ! 
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reſt! It is thine, O Jeſus, and thine, O faint, to go 
forth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, and to return re- 
joicing, bringing your ſheaves with you. Go, my ſoul, 
into the houſe of mourning, rather than the houſe of 
mirth ; they that ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy, 

3. It is compared to a Day OF ASSIZE or AC» 


counT (a), Pompouſly then ſhall Jeſus our appointed 


Judge fit down on his awful bench, call, and in proper 
order fiſt before him all nations, bad exhibit the moſt 
exact repreſentation of their caſe. The ſaints acquit- 

ted, ſhall be his aſſeſſors in judging others; the wicked 
fall be arraigned, and their guilt fully evinced. Then 
every thought, word, aad deed of the children of men, 
muſt be accounted for; and upon clear manifeſtation of 
their ſtate and conduct, ſhall juſt ſentence and imme- 
diate execution proceed. Great Judge, I kiſs my lips, 
that I can give a right anſwer; It was exadted, and 
thou anſweredft it : all my faults were thine. 

4. It is compared to a MARRIAGE-DAY (Y). After 
foirityal betrothing in the council of peace, and in effec» 
tual calling; after extenſive preparation, and abundant 
Jonging for the event, ſhall Jeſus, with all his ranſom- 

ed, in the higheſt raptures of joy and love, in all the 
pomp of glorious apparel, before angels and men, be 
folemnly declared eſpouſed one to another; and in con- 
ſequence thereof, for ever obtain the molt ſplendid 
fealt, on all the fulne/s of God, on the new wine of e- 
verlaſting love, and the mutual enjoyment. of one an- 
other. Write on thy heart, my ſoul, Bleſſed are they 
which are called to the marriage ſupper of © the Lamb, 
O when ſhal] the union of mingled elements be diſſolved, 
that my relation to Jeſus may be all in all! 

5. It is compared to a pay of coxonaTION and 
TRIUMPH (c). The enemies of Chriſt and his people 
now fully ſubdued, he ſhall publicly appear, wearing 
his many crowns of glory and honour; and oblige his 
foes to confeſs his univerſal and rightful authority, 
Thus ſhall it be done to the man whom God, whom 
my ſoul, delighteth to honour, Thea ſhall you, redeem- 


(s) Match. XXV. 30.—46. Rev. Xx. If. 15. (5) Rev. xix- 


ed, 


7. P ſal. xlv. 13: 14 O 2 Tim iv. 8. 
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ed, be divinely proclaimed tings and priefts unto God, 
and with joy and ſhouting, crowned with endleſs glory, 
life, and righteouſneſs. Run, my ſoul, to receive this 
incorruptible crown, In fighting the g2od fot of faith, 
be thou faithful unto the death, and he ſhall give thee a 
crawn of life. O how my heart ſprings forth to meer 
his burning chariot- wheels, aud longs to fee creation 


all in flame ! 


CHAP. XVI. 


Of metaphors reſpecting this world. 


1. HE world is compared to a WOMAN (a). Its 
aſioni/hment and grief, denote the fearful 

wickedneſs committed, or judgments execute therein: 
its groaning and travailing in pain and ewpectation of 
the glorious liberty of the ſors of God, mark how: 
dreadfully the irrational creatures are abuſed by ſig- 
ners, and ho they ſuffer for our ſake, Their 
clapping hands, ſhouting, finging, or rejoicing, denote 
the glorious works of God done on earth, and the abun- 
dant reaſon ſaints have to expreſs their joy and glad- 
neſs. | 

2. It is compared to a $EA (b). Therein, ubat 
noiſe, - diſquiet, diſorder, and danger prevail 
What rocks! what whirlpools ! what ſnares abound !” 
what multitudes of unreaſonable men live and devour - 
one another! O the ſtorms that blow- thereon, and- 
daily waſh out its inhabitants, upon the ſhore of ETE«- 
NITY-! What mire and dirt: it daily calts forth!“ 
What ebbing and flowing of our circumſtances therein! 
It is but a dead ſca. Its human inhabitants are dead 1. 
treſpaſſes and ſius; nor can all its enjoyments be one 
morſel, to a l:ving, a heavenly: ſoul. 
3. It is compared to a WIL D*ERNESS{c), How fo- 
litary, deſlitute of the comfortable pteſence of God! 


(a) Rom. viii. % 22: Pal. xevi. ir. 12. (5) Matth xit- 


M w 3. ___ How 


47- (c) Song viii. 5. 
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How. barren! affording nothing to nouriſh or refreſh 
our ſoul! How dangerous! the moſt pleaſant, invi- 
ring places and conditions, reſembling Lebanon, Ama- 
na, Shenir, and Hermon, are but /;ons dens, and moun- 
tains-of leepards ; the lodging of Satan, and his deſtruc- 
Uve ſnares and agents. How oft thunder ſtruck and 
beſtormed with the judgments of God! How de- 
void of a right way to happineſs ! and filled with falfe 
and dangerous paths! How overſpread with briers 
and thorns of wicked men, and of ſinful entanglements ! 
How bemiſted with fogs of ignorance, perplexity, delu- 
fron, and crimes! How unſettled, troubled, and fear- 
ful their caſe, who dwell therein ! and have it for their 
portion! Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath cauſed rivers 
of goſpel-ordinances and influences, to break out in the 
wilderneſs, and ſireams in the deſart; hath therein 
Planted his ranſomed trees of righteouſneſs; hath o- 
pened a high way, a way of hlineſs, Jeſus and his 
law, for the redeemed to walk in; hath cauſed an hand. 
ful of corn, a little of his word fown on tops of moun- 
tains, upon moſt unpromifing places, and perſons, to 
bring forth abundance of good fruit; hath built a city, 
whoſe citizens abound ; and who will make the wilder- 
neſs to bloſcm as the roſe ; to poſſeſs the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon; the whole earth being filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waiers cover the 
ſea. | 

4. It is compared to a FIELD (a). How extenſive 
and large its boundaries! What perſons and things, 
moſt diverſified in form and circumſtance, grow up 
therein! How intermixed are ſaints and ſinders! JE- 
HOVAH owns and inſpects it; many ufeful providences 
and ordinances he beſtows upon the people thereof; 
and at Jaſt reaps it by death and judgmeut, How ex- 
poſed to inroads of Satan! Ye ſaints, it is your field 
of battle, where you war with the dragon, and fight 
with priscipalities and powers, Any part of it being 
rendered a portion of foxes, a habitation of dragons, of 
ewild or /olitary beaſts, or a place of breeding of thorns 


Watth; ) zi. 36.—43. 
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and nettles, denotes, that it is bereaved of its human 


inhabitants, and turned into a deſart. 
5. It is compared to an Ixx (2). Here we have no 


continuing city, no fixed property. One generation 
cometh, and another goeth away. Expect nothing in 
it, my ſoul, but mere neceſſaries; having food and rai- 


ment, let me be therewith content. 


C HAP. XVII. 
Of metaphors reſpecting the ſtate of glory in heaven. 


1. TT is called an iNHERITANCE (). We receive 

IJ, nat as purchaſers thereof by any work of 
ours, but as heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt ; 
as the ſons and daughters of Jeſus, who purchaſed it 
with his blood, And oh all-comprehendiog, pleaſant, 
incorruptible, and undefiled, inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, wherein we inherit all things! are filled with all 
the ſulneſs of Gd enjoy Godhead, in the face and 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, to the utmoſt ſtretches of our 
wiſh! Will God in very deed make me, an unmatche 
ed heir auo, mect to be a partaker of the glory of this 
inheritance in the ſaints! Was it purchaſed with the 
blood ; is it diſponed in the teſtament, and ratified to 
me by the death of the Son of God ! Has he, by his 


interceſſion, ſued out my right to it! Has he, by his 


Spirit, infeoffed me therein ! 

2. The heavealy ſtate is called a BzTTER counTRY(e). 
O its vaſt extent ! O its rich product! its manifold accom - 
modations! its unnumbered inhabitants! Nor ſin, nor Satan, 


nor trouble, nor any bad thing of this world, is there 


found ; but every thing good is for ever enjoyed in its 
| higheſt perfection! There God ſhall be our ſole mo- 

narch; Jeſus our ſole miniſter of rule and direction; 
divine perſons, holy angels, and /t men made per fed, 
our ſole companions ; Jeſus palace and throne, our on- 


( Ecclel i 4 (5) Ae L 18, (Heb. xi 16. 
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ly reſidence; JI hOvAu's everlaſting fulneſs and love, 
our. ſole fountain and ſea; the divine Spirit, with his im- 
mortal joys, our only, rivers and ſtreams; jeſus our 
ever preſent, all- acceſſble, and all-bearing tree of /i/e; 

unblaſted, ten thouſand fold glory, our oaly crop; 
God and the Lamb our only /;g4t, our unclouded, our 
uaſetting un; the unvailed face of an incarnate God, 
our only oracle and ordinance ; God in him, our only 
proviſion, our only-treaſure ; full conformity to God, 
_ our conſtant attainment, our common aſpect; baſking 
in the rays of his love, and rapturous acclamations of 
praiſe, our only employ; divine righteouſneſs, brighteſt 
glory, denoting purity, victory, peace, and prieſthood, 
our white, our only raiment ; endleſs honour, life, 
and righteouſneſs, our untottering crown. O happy 
land, where is no fickneſs, forrow, pain, death, or 
curſe! but holineſs reigns, felicity overflows, and 
God is all in all ! Am I to be for ever there! Are 
theſe eyes, intent on vanity and vileneſs, for ever to ſee 
God as he is! my God, and Mine exceeding joy! Are 
theſe feet, ſcuiſt la ſhed blood, for ever to follow the 


Lamb whitherſoever he goeth ! Is this mouth, full of 


curſing and bitterneſs, for ever to be filled with the 
high praiſes. of him that loved me, and gave himſeif for 
me! Is this heart, filled with all unrighteouſneſs, to be 
for ever extended and filled with all the fulneſs of God! 
Am l, altogether as an unclean thing, to lie for ever in 
the immediate embraces of Godhe:d, and be perfect as 
my Father which is in heaven is perfect! | 

3. The heavenly ſtate of glory is compared to a 
KINGDOM j 4 PALACE, and THRONE (a) Here Ja- 
HOVZH, Jeſus. and his ranſomed ones, in their pro- 
per order, for ever reign! angels are the honorary re- 
tiave; they and ſaints. the celeſtial hoſts | Perfect holi- 
neſs in every will. is the law; unceaſing hoſannas, the 
mirth, Here God, the univerſal monarch, is imme- 


diately enjoyed; the victories of his love for ever cele- 


brate; and his unſearchable riches laid out to common 
uſe. Here, for ever reign inexpreſſible glory, honour, 
harmony, order, peace, and liberty; and all things 


)] James ii. 3. Pal. xlv. 13. 14. If. Ixvi. 1. 
ard 
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and perſons are filled with God, as their ALL IN ALL., 
The face of God's throne is the viſible heaven, which 

as @ Curtain vails from mortals the unſcen glory there» 

of, 

4. It is called a city which hath foundations; and 
the NEW JERUSALEM (a). How divinely built! How 
aſtoniſhing its order, compactneſs, comelineſs, ſafety, 
government, and privileges! How numerous, and 
joined in love, the inhabitants! God and his ſalvation 
are the precious, durable, and defenſive wall thereof. 
His perfeRtions, purpoſes, and the perſon and office of 
his Son, as exhibited by the apoſtles, are the twelve 
jewelly ſoundations thereof, Chriſt, the pearl of great. 
price, as preached to all the ends of the earth, is the 
twelve gates thereof. Its four/quare form denotes the 
ſelf-confiſtency, comelineſs, and duration thereof. 
God's perfections and purpoſes are the ſupporting golden 
pavement thereof; and the ſaints holineſs is the pave- 
ment they, by undervaluing, tread under their feet, 
God and the Lamb are the /n, light, and temple. 
thereof, The {ea of glaſs, mingled with fire beſore the 
throne, is Jefus' bleeding love, his heart inflaming and 
ſupporting righteouſneſs. The ſeven lamps befare the 
throne, and the river of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding. 
out of it, ate the Holy Ghoſt, in his diverſified, illumi- 
nating, and refreſhful influence. The, tree of life, on ei- 
ther fide of the river, is the every · where preſent Jeſus, 
as the ſource of our happineſs and vigour. Nothing 
ſhall enter into it that defileth; but there divine per- 
ſons ſit enthroned ; and thither the tribes of God, the; 
ſaved nations, go up to gglebrate their endleſs feſtival : 
thither theſe kings car | their glory; their grace 
attends, and their good works do follow them. 0 
when ſhall 1 enter in, by the gates, into the city ! 

5. It is called raRA DIS E, and compared to the gar- 
den of Eden (5). Divinely planted, it affords all 
things good for food, and pleaſant to the eye. Here is 
Jeſus, the Roſe of Sharon, and Lily ot the valley, the 
Plant of renown, the unforbidden. tree of knowledge, 
and unguarded tree of life, Here runs the bleſſed ri- 


) Heb. xi. 10. Rev. xxi. £) Luke xiii. 43. 
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ver of life, that for ever refreſhes and raviſhes angels 
and men, Here flouriſh all the promiſes, and all the 
ranſomed plants o the 1 ord. Here no ſerpents lurk ; 
there is no treedom of will to evil. And we are 
without ſpot and blemiſh, faultiefs before the pre- 
ſence of God, with exceeding joy. This is my reſt, 
here will 1 ſtay, for 1 have defired it. 

6. It is repreſented as a HOUSE eternal, nit made 
with hands ; and a GARNER (a). Divinely erected, 
framed, furniſhed, and prepared, it endures for ever, 
and comprehends the moft abundant ſafety, ſecrecy, 
glory, and happineſs, Thither wilt thou, O Jeſus, 
tranſport all thy good awheat, thy ranſomed fiiends, 
and preſerve them uncorrupted, raviſhed, and comely. 

7. It is called a AIs UAE (5). How inconceivably 
rich and valuable! in time how unknown! But how 
comprehenſive ! how ſupporting! emboldening! and 
heart attracting, to him who hath it! My ſoul, covet 
earneſtly this beſt thing; dig for it more than for hid 
treaſures: and where my treaſure is, ſecured by the 
promiſe, by the care of IEHO VAR, there let my heart 
be. 

8. It is repreſented as EACH and AEST (c). O the 
profound and unceaſing quiet thereof | Peace, harmo- 
ry, and love, reign in every breaſt, Here the coves 
nant of peace, and its reſtful bleſſings, are enjoyed in the 
highelt perfection. Toilſome labour is no more; but 
our endleſs employ of contemplation, love, wonder, 
and praiſe, is unmixed pleaſure. | Here want is neither 
felt nor feared ; no foe is to contend with, or danger to 
come near. But the work eſus' righteouſneſs is 
peace, and the effect of it 6 neſs and aſſurauce for 
ever, His people ſhall dwell in a peaceable babitation, 
and in quiet reſling-places, Haſten, my foul, to this 
reft, that remaineth for the people of God, for the 
Lord ſhall deal bountif ally with thee. 

9. The heavenly felicity is called'crory 3- and an 
EX CREDING WEIGHT of plory (d). O its brightneſs 
as ene excellency! What glory i is wirhig! what 


(% 2 Cor. v. r. (5) Matth. vi. 20. (6) IC. lvii. 2. Heb. 
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glory on ! and what glory all around us ! What views 
of God in his brightneſs ! of Jeſus in the glory that the 
Father hath given him! How ſhall we be wrapt up, 
and transformed into glory, when our vile body is made 
like to his glorious body; when the Lord is our everlaſt- 
ing light, and our God our glory! Stop, my ſoul ; 
floods of glory check my thought ; bright rays of holi- 
neſs, of wiſdom, of juſtice and mercy, beat ſweet con- 
fuſion on my view! O how contrary to, and exceed- 
ing, our deſerts! how far it exceeds our preſent hopes 
and conceptions! Nor, without tranſcending addition 
to our ſtrength, could we ſubſiſt under its raviſhing 
pleaſure and brightneſs! My God, is it TH1s, my af- 
flictions work for me! ſend me then, as many, and as 
heavy, as thou wilt, | | 

10. It is called the joy of the Lord (a). There 
God is the matter of our joy; and our gladneſs ap- 
proacheth as near as poſlible to his. With what 
tranſportiog pleaſure, ſhall we think of the hell we have 
eſcaped ! of the troubles and temptations we have over - 
come | of the holineſs and everlaſting felicity we have 
obtained ! With what pleaſure ſhall we behold our 
bleſſed companions, and hear the unceaſing hallelujahs ! 
With what jey ſhall we recount the deeds, and behold 
the glory of our Day's-MAN, that MIRACLE of won- 
ders! that comeenD of all things! that Beauty, Ho- 
NOUR, and TR1UMPH ! nay, ECLIFSER of the glory of 
creation! that MAR RO of our love! LirE of our 
Joys! FouUNTAin of our comfort! and cexTxs of our 
Hearts! that RAvisHmenrT of angels and men! that 
DELIGHT of JEHOVYAH ! and BRIGHTNESS of the Fa- 
ther's glory! that everlaſting ExceLLENCY and jor 
of all generations, O could my foul leap out, and 
drop her duller clay! ſcarce ſhould a harp above aim 
at a ſweeter ſong. Hoſanna to the Son of David; Ho- 
{anna ia the higheſt, . 


) Matth. xxv. 27. 
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CHAP, XVII. 
Of metaphors reſpecting hell. 


1. ELL is called a Laxz that nuRNS with fire 

and brimftone (a). Here men, like the an- 
cient Sodomites, are conſtitute monuments of divine 
vengeance, Here every power of their ſoul, every 
member and ſenſe of the body, is tormented in the flame! 
Here, ye children of diſobedience, ſhall your luſts for 
ever rage in deſire, and find nothing to ſatisfy them! 
no not a dry morſel ; no not a drop of water to cool the 
tip of your tongue, When the arrows of the Almigh- 
ty ſtick faſt in you; when the laſhes of conſcience tor- 
ment you; when devils inſult, and conſcience up- 
braids you, for throwing away your veſt, © 
birthright. your God, and your glory; for incurring 
the vengeance of eternal fire for an empty ſip of pollu- 
ted joy; with what anguiſh ſhall you bewail the infinite, 
the irrecoverable Joſs! with what horror ſhall you be- 
hold the frowns! with what envy, hatred, and ma- 
lice, ſhall you tremble under the hand of an angry 
God! 

2. It is compared to To HRT (5), a valley near Je- 
ruſalem, where the Jews burnt their children to Molech, 
and the angel flew 18;0co Aſſyrians in one night. 
How near to the heayenly Jeruſalem is the ſtate of the 
damned! with what infuriate rage, madneſs, and an- 
guiſh, they behold the happineſs they once deſpiſed ! 
How terrible their torment ! how horrid their outciies ! 
Ah! who ſhall live when the Lord doth this! 

3. It is compared to a BURNING FIERY FURNACE, 
that cannot be quenched (c). How terrible its appear- 
ance! How exquiſite and univerſal its torments ! how 


(a) R EV. XX. Io. (b) IC XIX. 33+ Matth. V. 22. Gr. 
(e) Match. aill. 42. | 
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painful and penetrating! And © ſhocking thought, 

FOR EVER ! Ye ſinners in Zion be afraid; let fearful- 
neſs ſurpriſe the hypocrites, Who among you Hh 
dwell with devouring fire ! who ſhall dwell with ever- 
aſting burnings ! While there is hope, flee, flee from 
the wrath to come. Now is the accepted time; now is 
the day of ſalvation. God having raiſed up his Son Je- 
ſus, ſends him to bleſs you, in turning you from your 
iniquities, But if he is rejected, how ſhall every offer 
of him, like oil, enrage the flames upon you, and, like 
ſerpents, for ever inwardly ſting you! 

4. It is compared to a yr1$0N (a). Here tranſ- 
greſſors are for ever ſhut up to the fury of Almighty 
God ; are expoſed to the moſt ſhocking diſgrace and . 
contempt ; fink under guilt and condemnation ; have no 
reſt, day nor night, but are tormented with the devil 
and his angels. You minions of gaity conſider the iſ- 
ſue of your madneſs; for ever, if mercy prevent not, 
God's unmixed wrath ſhall be your drink, your food ; 
the howlings of the damned your mulic ; enraged ſiends 
your inſeparable companions, 

F. It is called a BoTToOMLEss PIT (5), How in» 
conceivably dreadful, and durable, is the miſery thereof ! 
Amid what inexpreſſible conſternation and deſpair, do 
its inhabitants for ever fink into deeper ſcenes of tor- 
ment and wo! 

6. It is repreſented as UTTER DARKNESS; and 
BLACKNESS OF DARKNESS (c) In it there is no 
glimmering of patieace, mercy, or hope; but endleſs 
wickedneſs, perplexity, anguiſh, torment, and terror, 
Kiſs now, my ſoul, the Son of God, leſt he be angry, 
and I periſh trom the way. 

7. It is compared to a STORM (d), O the violence, 
irreſiſtibleneſs, and unſupportableneſs of divine wrath, 
raining upon them ſrares, fire, brimſtone, and ar 
Porrible tempeſt! Ah! how their ſouls tremble at the 
thunder claps of vengeance ! and are toſſed by the fury 
of the Almighty ! 

8. Infernal torments are compared to $ALT (e). 


(a) 1 Pet. ii 29- (ö Rev. i 11+ 0% Matth. vill. 1a. 
44) Pal. xi. 6. (ec) Mark ix. 49. 
Nun Ah! 
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Ah! how painful, penetrating, and permanent? 


Ho powerfully are the damned ſupported in exiſtence 


under them! How exquiſite their ſenſation thereof! 
But ſtop, my foul, apart theſe dolefu] ideas; how 
great his 10 who bare my hell for me! Shed abroad 
in my heart, let it be a killing ſalt to every ſluſt: a con- 
ſuming fire to every corruption God forbid, that ſin 
ſhould be my pleaſure, or my jeſt, that digged, that 


| kigdled, my Saviour's hell of wo for me 
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